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“On the occasion of the Spiritual Exercises of the Fraternity of 
&RPPXQLRQ� DQG� /LEHUDWLRQ� RQ� WKH� WKHPH�� µ2XU� H\HV� DUH� ¿[HG� RQ�
-HVXV�� ZKR� LV� WKH� RULJLQ� DQG� IXO¿OOPHQW� RI� IDLWK�¶� WKH� +RO\� )DWKHU�
Francis sends his warm greeting, with the wish that these days of 
UHÀHFWLRQ�ZLOO�NLQGOH�WKH�GHVLUH�WR�ORRN�WR�WKH�IXWXUH�ZLWK�WUXVW��LQ�WKH�
awareness that the Risen Christ has changed the direction of histo-
ry, opening a horizon of hope for ourselves, reality, and the mystery 
RI� OLIH��:LWK� WKHVH�ZLVKHV��+LV�+ROLQHVV� DVVXUHV� \RX� RI� KLV� SUD\HUV�
and gladly imparts his apostolic blessing, the pledge of every desired 
good.” 

Cardinal Pietro Parolin��6HFUHWDU\�RI�6WDWH�RI�+LV�+ROLQHVV�
April 13, 2023
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Friday April 14, evening
Sergej Rachmaninov

9HVSHUV��RS������$OHNVDQGU�9��6YHãQLNRY±7KH�8665�6WDWH�$FDGHP\�&KRLU
6SLUWR�*HQWLO�Q������5LFRUGL�%0*���8QLYHUVDO

Q introductory greetings
Davide Prosperi

Let us call upon the Holy Spirit to grant us the simplicity of heart 
of children, full of curiosity and desire, who fear nothing and set no 
objections or perplexities in front of the newness they encounter. May 
He open us to welcome the fruits of His action, that we may be regen-
erated by it in the journey of these days.

&RPH��+RO\�6SLULW

First of all, I’ll read the Holy Father’s telegram:
“On the occasion of the Spiritual Exercises of the Fraternity of 

&RPPXQLRQ� DQG� /LEHUDWLRQ� RQ� WKH� WKHPH�� µ2XU� H\HV� DUH� ¿[HG� RQ�
-HVXV�� ZKR� LV� WKH� RULJLQ� DQG� IXO¿OOPHQW� RI� IDLWK�¶� WKH� +RO\� )DWKHU�
Francis sends his warm greeting, with the wish that these days of 
UHÀHFWLRQ�ZLOO�NLQGOH�WKH�GHVLUH�WR�ORRN�WR�WKH�IXWXUH�ZLWK�WUXVW��LQ�WKH�
awareness that the Risen Christ has changed the direction of histo-
ry, opening a horizon of hope for ourselves, reality, and the mystery 
of life. With these wishes, His Holiness assures you of his prayers 
and gladly imparts his apostolic blessing, the pledge of every desired 
good. Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Secretary of State of His Holiness.”

In these days, our friends in Italy and in over thirty other nations 
ZLOO�EH�IROORZLQJ�WKH�6SLULWXDO�([HUFLVHV�ZLWK�XV�E\�YLGHR�OLQN��DQG�
LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�ZHHNV�DQRWKHU�VL[W\�QLQH�QDWLRQV�ZLOO�DOVR�SDUWLFLSDWH�

A year has passed since the last Spiritual Exercises of the 
Fraternity preached by Fr. Mauro-Giuseppe Lepori (abbot general of 
the Cistercian order), and I am truly happy that this year, once again, 
he will accompany us in the meditations of these days. On behalf of 
WKH�HQWLUH�)UDWHUQLW\��,�WKDQN�KLP�IURP�WKH�KHDUW�IRU�KLV�SUHFLRXV�ZLOO-
LQJQHVV�WR�EH�KHUH��,�WKLQN�LW�ZHQW�ZHOO�ODVW�WLPH�>applause].
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Friday evening

Why are we here again? Why have we returned?
It has been a decidedly intense year, full of events and provo-

cations that have been important for our life. Last year’s Exercises 
PDUNHG�D� IXQGDPHQWDO� VWHS� LQ�RXU� MRXUQH\��ZH�ZHUH�VWLOO� LPPHUVHG�
in discussions and interpretations of the vicissitudes we were going 
through when Fr. Mauro forcefully set us in front of Jesus’s words to 
Martha: “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many 
things. There is need of only one thing.”1�7KHVH�ZRUGV�UDQJ�IRU�XV�OLNH�
a question: where do we see in our daily experience this one thing that 
is needed?

7KH�¿UVW� WKLQJ� WR�UHFRJQL]H� LV� WKDW�DORQJ� WKLV� URDG� LQ� WKHVH�UHFHQW�
months we have been accompanied. Fr. Giussani himself, with his char-
DFWHULVWLF�GLVFUHWLRQ��ZHOO�UHPHPEHUHG�E\�WKRVH�ZKR�NQHZ�KLP�SHUVRQ-
ally, accompanied us in the dramatic and painful challenges we have 
IDFHG��,�GR�QRW�VD\�WKLV�LQ�EOLQG�IDLWK��EXW�ZLWK�JRRG�UHDVRQ��WKLQNLQJ�
KRZ�GLI¿FXOW� LW�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ� WR�QDYLJDWH� WKH�VWRUP�RI� WKHVH�SDVW�
eighteen months if, through a happy and perhaps not a chance coin-
cidence, we had not been accompanied by the continuous memory of 
Fr. Giussani made so powerfully alive among us by the celebrations 
PDUNLQJ�WKH�RQH�KXQGUHG�\HDUV�VLQFH�KLV�ELUWK��$V�\RX�ZHOO�UHPHPEHU��
these celebrations brought us to Saint Peter’s Square on October 15, at 
the Holy Father’s invitation. What a turning point this meeting with the 
SRSH�ZDV��)RU�WKRVH�ZKR�SDUWLFLSDWHG�ZLWK�VLPSOLFLW\��LW�WUXO\�PDUNHG�
a new beginning: we started afresh, abandoning doubts and uncertain-
WLHV��ZLWK�RXU�KHDUWV�IXOO�RI�SURPLVH�DQG�LQWHQW�RQ�D�IDVFLQDWLQJ�WDVN��:H�
raised our eyes, which had been bent over our own internal issues, to 
¿[�WKHP�DJDLQ�RQ�+LP�ZKR�WKURXJK�)U��*LXVVDQL¶V�FKDULVP�FKRVH�XV�IRU�
great things. Peter, with the power God grants His ministers on Earth, 
raised us up and gave us certainty again, the certainty that we are want-
ed, loved, and esteemed. We remembered the word that God addressed 
to us, as He did to the prophet Jeremiah: “With age-old love I have 
ORYHG�\RX��VR�,�KDYH�NHSW�0\�PHUF\�WRZDUG�\RX�´2

6R��ZH�ZRUNHG� WKUHH�PRQWKV�RQ� WKH�SRSH¶V�ZRUGV� WR�XV��¿QGLQJ�
some fundamental indications for the best way to live with maturity 

1  /N������±���
2  Cf. Jer 31:3.
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the great responsibilities entrusted to us; that is, to contribute through 
our lives and communion so that the charism God entrusted to the 
Church through Fr. Giussani bears fruit. We experienced personally 
the meaning of the co-essentiality of charism and institution, which 
ZH�UHÀHFWHG�RQ�WKLV�VXPPHU�DW�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$VVHPEO\�RI�/HDGHUV�
and then in our communities prior to the audience with the pope. To 
XVH�WKH�+RO\�)DWKHU¶V�ZRUGV��³&KDULVP�DQG�DXWKRULW\�>«@�DUH�FRPSOH-
mentary, both necessary.”3

$V�\RX�ZLOO�UHPHPEHU��WKLV�VXPPHU�ZH�VSRNH�DQDORJRXVO\�DERXW�WKH�
¿JXUHV�RI�3HWHU�DQG�-RKQ��FRQFOXGLQJ�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�WKDW�DVVHP-
EO\�ZLWK�WZR�TXHVWLRQV��)LUVW��ZH�DVNHG�ZK\�WKH�/RUG�ZDQWHG�WKHUH�WR�
be this irreducible tension in the communion between charism and 
institution, a unity in tension such that there is no one point through 
which all prophecy, all grace, all the action of the Spirit passes. The 
answer to this question today appears clearer to us because of the 
H[SHULHQFH�ZH�KDYH�KDG�ZDONLQJ�WRJHWKHU��DFFRPSDQLHG�SDWHUQDOO\�E\�
the authority of the Church. The second question, you will remember, 
was left somewhat unresolved: if it is true that John was the more 
charismatic of the two, why not choose him rather than Peter as the 
ultimate leader of the Church? Why not choose the disciple “whom 
Jesus loved”?4 These are the words of the Gospel. Today, in the light 
of Pope Francis’s words, I believe we can understand the meaning 
of Jesus’s choice at least a little. I believe that we all have impressed 
in our memory Fr. Giussani’s voice echoing in Saint Peter’s Square 
DQG�PDNLQJ�RXU�KHDUWV�YLEUDWH�ZLWK�RQH�RI�KLV�SRZHUIXO�FRPPHQWV�RQ�
the “yes of Peter,”5 this yes, so poor and simple, and at the same time 
PDJQL¿FHQW��DERYH�DOO�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�DEOH�WR�RYHUFRPH�WKH�VHQVH�RI�
XQZRUWKLQHVV�DQG�OLWWOHQHVV�WKDW�¿OOHG�6LPRQ¶V�KHDUW��:KHQ�WKH�SRSH�
3  Pope Francis, “Let this Holy Prophetic and Missionary Restlessness Burn in Your Hearts,” Audi-
ence of Holy Father Francis on the Occasion of the Centenary of Luigi Giussani’s birth, October 
����������6DLQW�3HWHU¶V�6TXDUH������$YDLODEOH�DW�KWWSV���LW�FORQOLQH�RUJ�FP�¿OHV������������LQVHU-
toudienza15ottobre-web-ing.pdf.
4  Cf. “Life, the Response to Another Who is Calling Me,” Notes from Davide Prosperi’s summary 
DW�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$VVHPEO\�RI�/HDGHUV�RI�&RPPXQLRQ�DQG�/LEHUDWLRQ��/D�7KXLOH��$XJXVW�����
������DW��±���$YDLODEOH�DW�KWWSV���HQJOLVK�FORQOLQH�RUJ�FP�¿OHV������������GS�VLQWHVL�DLU������LQJ�
pdf. 
5  Cf. Spiritual Exercises of the Fraternity of Communion and Liberation��������5LPLQL��WUDQVFULSW�
RI�D�YLGHR�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�YLUWXDO�H[KLELW�*,866$1,�����QRZ�LQ�/XLJL�*LXVVDQL��La verità nasce 
dalla carne >7UXWK�LV�ERUQ�RI�WKH�ÀHVK@��HG��-XOLiQ�&DUUyQ��0LODQ��%XU������������±���
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VSRNH�RI�KXPLOLW\�DV�WKH�LQGLVSHQVDEOH�FRQGLWLRQ�IRU�UHVSRQGLQJ�DGH-
quately to the call of the present time, I could not help but hear Fr. 
*LXVVDQL¶V�YRLFH�VSHDNLQJ�DERXW�3HWHU��WKLV�JUXII�¿VKHUPDQ�RI�ZKRP�
the Lord, in entrusting him with the enormous responsibility of His 
&KXUFK��DVNHG�MXVW�RQH�TXHVWLRQ��³'R�\RX�ORYH�0H"´�³'R�\RX�ORYH�
Me?” 

In the past months I have visited many of our communities in all of 
the regions of Italy and also abroad. I have been able to verify that the 
Holy Father’s concern suggests for us the road that will allow us to 
bring out the “potential” of the charism that, he told us, “is still largely 
to be discovered.”� This point is very important, so allow me to dwell 
on it for a moment.

:KDW�LV�WKLV�KXPLOLW\�RI�ZKLFK�WKH�SRSH�VSHDNV"�+XPLOLW\�LV�QRW�
saying, “I’m worthless; I am nothing.” On the contrary, humility is 
saying, “I am nothing, but You are stronger than my nothingness and 
smallness, and if You call me to great things, fragile and limited as 
,�DP��,¶P�LQ��FRXQW�PH�LQ��<HV�/RUG��<RX�NQRZ�WKDW�,�ORYH�<RX��,�DP�
with You, aware that only with Your help, only if You are with me, 
FDQ�,�GR�ZKDW�<RX�DVN�RI�PH�´�6R��KXPLOLW\�LV�UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKDW�,�KDYH�
QRWKLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�WKLV�\HV��DQG�WKDW�WKLV�\HV�LV�VXI¿FLHQW�LI��DV�,�VD\�LW��
I do not get the idea that I can do it all myself, if I am there entirely 
conscious that without Your constant help, I cannot even go a yard. 
For me, this is humility.

7KDW�¿UVW�TXHVWLRQ�-HVXV�DVNHG�3HWHU�KDV�KHOSHG�PH�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�
WKLV�\HDU��$FWXDOO\��WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�-HVXV�GLG�QRW�DVN�3HWHU�³'R�\RX�ORYH�
Me?” but “Do you love Me more than these?”� Let’s imagine the 
VFHQH��-RKQ�ZDV�FHUWDLQO\� WKHUH�QHDUE\��DQG�-HVXV�DVNHG�3HWHU��³'R�
you love Me more than the others? Do you love Me more than him? 
Him who was under the cross supporting my mother lacerated by 
SDLQ�DV�WKH\�FUXFL¿HG�0H��DIWHU�\RX�KDG�GHQLHG�0H�WKUHH�WLPHV��+LP�
who rested his head on My heart in the great hour of the Last Supper, 
WR�ZKRP�,�FRQ¿GHG�WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI�WKH�WUDLWRU��KLP�ZKR�ZDV�ZLWK�0H��
always close by in the Sanhedrin at My trial when they spat on Me 
and slapped Me. Him who while you denied Me, had the courage to 

���Francis, “Holy Prophetic and Missionary Restlessness,” 15.
���Jn 21:15.
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say that he was one of My people, that he belonged to Me. Do you 
love Me more than him? Can you say this?” Clearly, Peter could not 
answer this question with a yes, with that yes! In fact, he did not 
answer this part of the question. No comparison, no measurement of 
who is the best or the most loving or intelligent counted any longer. 
It was not important. Not only was it no longer important, but it was 
even more beautiful because the humiliation implied by the compari-
VRQ�WXUQHG�LQWR�D�SRVLWLYH�YDOXH±LW�PDGH�3HWHU¶V�\HV�HYHQ�PRUH�KXP-
ble, made Peter clearly conscious of the fact that he had been cho-
sen not because he was the best but in spite of his unworthiness and 
VPDOOQHVV�LQ�IURQW�RI�D�WDVN�WKDW�QRERG\��QRW�HYHQ�-RKQ���ZDV�XS�WR�

So, at this point you can begin to sense a possible answer to this 
question of why Peter and not John. In these months, the answer has 
become increasingly clear for me: because nobody understood better 
than Peter, the denier, that he needed Jesus’s grace and the contribu-
WLRQ�RI� -RKQ��$QGUHZ��3DXO�� DQG�DOO� WKH�RWKHUV� WR�FDUU\�RXW�KLV� WDVN�
well. 

,� WKLQN� WKH� VDPH� WKLQJ� LV� WUXH� IRU� XV�� ,� FHUWDLQO\� QHHG� WKH�/RUG��
DQG�KRZ��%XW�,�DOVR�QHHG�\RX��,I�,�GLG�QRW�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�,�QHHG�
\RX�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�/RUG��,�ZRXOG�HDVLO\�HQG�XS�WKLQNLQJ�,�DP�WKH�
one mediator of Jesus’s grace and would fall into the personalism 
and self-referentiality that the Church is warning us about. This is the 
reason for our insistence this year on centering our gaze again on our 
communion��:LWKRXW�WKLV�KXPLOLW\�WKDW�PDNHV�XV�DZDUH�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�
each other, even within a clear following of the indicated authority, 
all of us would fall prisoner to our own partialities and particularisms.

Pope Francis continues: “I would summarize this attitude of 
humility with two verbs: to remember, that is, to restore to the heart, 
to recall the encounter with the Mystery that led us up to here; and to 
generate��ORRNLQJ�DKHDG�ZLWK�FRQ¿GHQFH��OLVWHQLQJ�WR�WKH�FULHV�WKDW�WKH�
Spirit expresses newly today. ‘Humble men or women are those who 
are concerned not simply with the past, but also with the future, since 
WKH\�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�ORRN�DKHDG��WR�VSUHDG�WKHLU�EUDQFKHV��UHPHPEHULQJ�
the past with gratitude. The humble give life, attract others and push 
RQZDUGV�WRZDUGV�WKH�XQNQRZQ�WKDW�OLHV�DKHDG�¶´�

���Francis, “Holy Prophetic and Missionary Restlessness,”14.
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This is how the “miracle of change” happens in our life, made 
possible only by following Christ, as we have studied in the School of 
&RPPXQLW\�LQ�WKHVH�PRQWKV��³(YHU\�GD\�ZH�DUH�DVNHG�QRWKLQJ�PRUH�
than to preserve faithfully and loyally our desire and will to be hum-
EOH�DQG�REHGLHQW�EHIRUH�WKH�JUHDWQHVV�RI�WKH�%HLQJ�ZKR�PDNHV�XV�´9

The presence of Christ among us over time overcomes our fragil-
ity, smallness, and meanness of spirit, not because it magically elim-
inates them but because over time it renders them less than totally 
GHWHUPLQDQW��+LV�SUHVHQFH�PDNHV� WKHP� OHVV� DQG� OHVV� LPSRUWDQW� DQG�
causes our attachment to Him to dominate more and more. In fact, 
this attachment is the one true road to unity, to the victory of unity 
over division.

Right after the October 15 audience I wrote you these words: “Our 
WDVN�KDV�EHFRPH�PRUH�SUHFLVH��WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�SURSRVDO�RI�WKH�FRPLQJ�
years will aim to focus on the steps of the path traced by the Holy 
Father. The more we are willing to follow them, the more our com-
SDQLRQVKLS��LQ�¿GHOLW\�WR�WKH�FKDULVP�ZH�KDYH�UHFHLYHG��ZLOO�EH�D�SODFH�
alive with light, unity and hope for the Church and for all humanity, 
DQG�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�FRUUHVSRQG�PRUH±DOEHLW�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�OLPLWDWLRQV�RI�
RXU�SRRU�VHOYHV±WR�WKH�H[SHFWDWLRQ�WKDW�3RSH�)UDQFLV�H[SUHVVHG�WR�XV�
with paternal vigor: from you ‘the Church, and I myself, I hope for 
more, much more.’”��

7KHVH�6SLULWXDO�([HUFLVHV�PDUN�D� IXQGDPHQWDO� VWHS� LQ� WKDW� MRXUQH\��
also considering that in recent months Cardinal Kevin Farrell, prefect 
RI�WKH�'LFDVWHU\�IRU�WKH�/DLW\��)DPLO\�DQG�/LIH��ZKRP�,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�
WKDQN�YHU\�PXFK�IRU�EHLQJ�KHUH�LQ�WKHVH�GD\V�WR�OLYH�WKHVH�6SLULWXDO�
Exercises together with us), has encouraged us to stress adequate 
formation on the theme of charisms. This is why, together with Fr. 
Lepori and the friends who guide our companionship, we thought it 
useful for the spiritual journey of the Fraternity to dedicate the gesture 
RI�WKH�6SLULWXDO�([HUFLVHV�DQG�WKH�IROORZ�XS�ZRUN�ZH�ZLOO�GR�LQ�RXU�

9  Luigi Giussani, 7R�*LYH�2QH¶V�/LIH�IRU�WKH�:RUN�RI�$QRWKHU (Montreal: McGill-Queen’s Univer-
VLW\�3UHVV������������
����Davide Prosperi, “Our Path,” letter to the entire movement after the audience with Pope Fran-
cis. 2FWREHU� ���� ������$YDLODEOH� DW� KWWSV���HQJOLVK�FORQOLQH�RUJ�QHZV�FXUUHQW�HYHQWV������������
davide-prosperi-letter-audience-october-15.
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)UDWHUQLW\�JURXSV�WR�UHÀHFWLQJ�PRUH�GHHSO\�RQ�WKH�WKHRORJLFDO�YLUWXHV�
of faith, hope, and love, including through the particular nature of our 
FKDULVP��7KHVH�YLUWXHV�¿OO�ZRPHQ�DQG�PHQ�ZLWK�WKH�ORYH�RI�&KULVW��
enabling us to live fully in relationship with God. They ground and 
GHWHUPLQH� WKH�DFWLRQV�RI� WKH�&KULVWLDQ��*LXVVDQL� VSRNH�DQG�ZURWH�D�
JUHDW�GHDO�RQ�WKLV�WKHPH��MXVW�WKLQN�RI�WKH�FRQWHQWV�RI�WH[WV�OLNH�Is it 
Possible to Live This Way? and Si può (veramente?!) vivere così? >,V�
it (truly?) possible to live this way?].

This year we will focus on faith. What is faith? What experience 
of faith do we have, and what experience can we have of it in our 
companionship?

7R�EHJLQ�WKLV�JHVWXUH��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�UHDG�\RX�)U��*LXVVDQL¶V�ZRUGV�
WR�D�VPDOO�JURXS�RI�IULHQGV�JDWKHUHG�OLNH�XV�IRU�WKH�6SLULWXDO�([HUFLVHV�
RI�������ZRUGV�WKDW�-XOLiQ�KDG�XV�OLVWHQ�WR�LQ�*LXVVDQL¶V�RZQ�YRLFH�DW�
WKH������%HJLQQLQJ�'D\��7KH\�VHHP�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�WKRXJKW�DQG�VDLG�
exactly for us! Giussani said:

³,W�LV�IDLWK�WKDW�ZH�VHHN��IDLWK�WKDW�ZH�ZDQW�WR�SHQHWUDWH��IDLWK�ZH�
ZDQW� WR� OLYH��$OO� URXQG� XV�� LW� VHHPV� WKDW� HYHU\WKLQJ�ZRUNV� LQ� FRQ-
FHUW��HYHU\WKLQJ�FRQVSLUHV�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�D�WLUHOHVV�IRUFH�WKDW�VHHNV�WR�
cast faith out, to pry it from its hinges, to empty it or reduce it to 
merely rational or naturalistic categories, both without and within the 
Christian world; nowadays within as well as without. It is authen-
WLF�IDLWK��RU�DQ�DXWKHQWLFLW\�RI�IDLWK��WKDW�ZH�VHHN��:H�VHHN�QR�RWKHU��
3UHFLVHO\�EHFDXVH�RI�WKLV��WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�FRP-
LQJ�GD\V�PDUN�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�UHTXLUHV�D�ULVN�IURP�HDFK�RI�XV��ULVN-
ing ourselves. This is why we sought to be clear about our intentions 
EHIRUH�FRPLQJ�KHUH��:H¶UH�UHDG\�WR�VSHDN�WR�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG��WR�JR�
anywhere in the world, but we need a home, we need a place where 
a word is a word, a true ‘expression’ of something and relationships 
DUH�RI�WKH�µKHDUW�¶�>IURP�WKH�/DWLQ@�FRUGLDO��ZKHUH�WKH�FRPSDQLRQVKLS�
is positive, where words have a meaning and our intentions have a 
meaning, where you call bread, bread; and water, water.”11 

11  Luigi Giussani, “Introduction to the Spiritual Exercises of the Charles Péguy Cultural Center,” 
9DULJRWWL��1RYHPEHU����������TXRWHG�LQ�³$OLYH�0HDQV�3UHVHQW�´�%HJLQQLQJ�'D\�IRU�$GXOWV�DQG�8QL-
YHUVLW\�6WXGHQWV�RI�&RPPXQLRQ�DQG�/LEHUDWLRQ��6HSWHPEHU�����������Traces��2FWREHU�������³3DJH�
One,” 4. Available at KWWSV���HQJOLVK�FORQOLQH�RUJ�FP�¿OHV������������SDJH�RQH������LQJ�SGI.
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So, now, how can we answer the initial question of why we are 
here again? We are here again to beg for His presence.

Let us open ourselves to listening in the way the pope encour-
aged us to do: “The humble give life, attract others and push onwards 
WRZDUGV�WKH�XQNQRZQ�WKDW�OLHV�DKHDG�´
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Q introduction
Mauro-Giuseppe Lepori

“My eyes have seen your salvation” 

Reviving the charism

The Life of Saint Bernard of Clairvaux describes how, in order to 
UHNLQGOH� KLV� GHVLUH� IRU� FRQYHUVLRQ�� %HUQDUG� RIWHQ� DVNHG� KLPVHOI��
“Bernarde, ad quid venisti?” (Bernard, what did you come for?)12 He 
GLG�QRW�DVN�WKLV�VR�KH�FRXOG�PRXUQ�WKH�ORVV�RI�KLV�LQLWLDO�SDVVLRQ��RU�
VHHN�WR�UHYLYH�LW�E\�KLV�RZQ�HIIRUW��EXW�WR�¿QG�DJDLQ�WKH�DZDUHQHVV�WKDW�
WKH�LQLWLDO�¿UH�UHPDLQV�D�KLGGHQ�P\VWHU\�LQ�RXU�OLYHV�DQG�LQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�
D�FRPPXQLW\�RU�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�OLNH�PDUULDJH�

6DLQW�3DXO�ZURWH�WR�7LPRWK\��³,�UHFDOO�\RXU�VLQFHUH�IDLWK�WKDW�¿UVW�
lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and that 
,�DP�FRQ¿GHQW�OLYHV�DOVR�LQ�\RX��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��,�UHPLQG�\RX�WR�VWLU�
LQWR�ÀDPH�WKH�JLIW�RI�*RG�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�WKURXJK�WKH�LPSRVLWLRQ�RI�P\�
hands.”13

Timothy was still young, and yet Paul invited him not to procras-
WLQDWH�LQ�KLV�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�VWLU�LQWR�ÀDPHV�WKH�¿UH�RI�WKH�JLIW�RI�*RG�
(literally of the charism of God) that dwelt deeply in him. The “sin-
cere faith” he received through tradition from his mother and grand-
mother, and the sacramental gift of his vocation received through 
3DXO¶V�OD\LQJ�RQ�RI�KDQGV��ZHUH�QRW�D�UHDOLW\�WR�¿VK�XS�QRVWDOJLFDOO\�
IURP�WKH�SDVW��OLNH�ZKHQ�\RX�ORRN�DW�D�SKRWR�DOEXP�IURP�PHPRUDEOH�
GD\V��EXW�EXUQLQJ�HPEHUV�RQH�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�VWLUULQJ�XS��IRU�VWRN-
LQJ��OLWHUDOO\�WKH�*UHHN�WHUP�FRXOG�EH�WUDQVODWHG�ZLWK�³UHQHZ�WKH�OLIH�
RI�WKH�¿UH�´�WKH�¿UH�RI�*RG��

7KH�LQLWLDO�SDVVLRQ��WKH�IHUYRU��WKH�DUGRU�RI�WKH�¿UVW�HQFRXQWHU��WKH�
³¿UVW�ORYH�´�DV�LW�VD\V�LQ�WKH�%RRN�RI�5HYHODWLRQ�14 the sincerity of sin-
cere faith, not hypocritical, not covered by the dust of interpretations 

12  William of St. Thierry, Vita prima Bernardi >)LUVW�OLIH�RI�%HUQDUG@���������,�����3/�����������
Our translation.
13  ��7P����±��
14  Rv 2:4.
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DQG�WKHRUL]DWLRQV��FDQ�EH�UHNLQGOHG��FDQ�EH�VWRNHG��:K\"�%HFDXVH�LW�
remains and does not die out. How is this so? Because I am not the 
one who lit all this, who gave myself all this! It is a charism of God, 
a gift of God’s grace, a manifestation of the Holy Spirit. So when you 
UHDOL]H�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�OHW�WKH�HPEHUV�EH�FRYHUHG�LQ�LQ¿QLWH�OD\HUV�RI�
DVK��WKDW�\RX�KDYH�DOORZHG�WKHP�WR�EH�WDNHQ�IRU�JUDQWHG��FRYHUHG�LQ�
layers of forgetfulness, distraction, and neglect, you can then realize 
how much ash covers your relationship with your wife, your husband, 
your community, your vocation, the company of people related to the 
charism whom you encountered, and the sacraments you received, 
from baptism onwards, and that you continue to receive. When you 
realize all this, what do you have to do?

You just have to regain awareness that the charism, the gift of God, 
is there, alive, burning under all this, not because we ourselves are a 
good but because God is merciful and faithful! The charism is a “gra-
tuitous gift of God,” and, as Saint Paul writes to the Romans about 
the election of Israel, “the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable!”15 
%\�+LV�QDWXUH��+H�FDQQRW�WDNH�EDFN�D�JLIW��EHFDXVH�HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�JUD-
WXLWRXV�IRU�+LP�ZKR�LV�ORYH��)RU�*RG��WDNLQJ�EDFN�D�JLIW�ZRXOG�EH�D�
renunciation of Himself. In a certain sense, hell is the “eternal place 
of deposit” of the irrevocable gifts of God that have been refused. 

A charism, a vocation, a grace, but also and above all the gift of 
life, the gift of existing, of being who we are, of having a soul, are 
never to be “re-given” or “re-created.” They are to be revived, to be 
VWRNHG�LQWR�D�ÀDPH��

Always and in every case, this is so even when you are almost 
a saint. Timothy was an excellent disciple and an excellent pastor, 
but Paul encouraged him to revive the charism, the sacramental one 
DV�ZHOO�� WKDW� KH� UHFHLYHG� EHFDXVH� LW� LV� QHYHU� WDNHQ� IRU� JUDQWHG� DQG�
can never be so, because the charism is the gift of an Other. Paul 
probably wrote this letter to Timothy during his last period in pris-
RQ�� VR�EHWZHHQ����DQG����$'��7KLV�PHDQV�DERXW� WKLUW\�\HDUV� DIWHU�
Pentecost. For us, it would be as if the death and resurrection of Jesus 
DQG� 3HQWHFRVW� WKDW� KDSSHQHG� ¿IW\�IRXU� GD\V� ODWHU� RFFXUUHG� DURXQG�
������:H�WKLQN�WKDW�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�FRPPXQLW\�OLYHG�

15  Rom 11:29.
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the charism of Pentecost as a constant given. Actually, from the very 
beginning, the apostles had to continually renew the invitation to stir 
up the gift of the Spirit, not to grieve it,�� not to quench it.�� In this 
we see that Pentecost was not an initial discharge of energy that made 
the Church function mechanically until the Parousia, but that it too, 
OLNH�&KULVW��LV�DQ�HYHU�SUHVHQW�HYHQW�WKDW�RXU�IUHHGRP�PXVW�FRQVWDQWO\�
ZHOFRPH�DQG�DOORZ�WR�ZRUN��7KLV��WKHQ��LV�WKH�VWRNLQJ�RI�WKH�ÀDPH�RI�
the charism to which the Church always invites us. 

³6WLU�LQWR�ÀDPH�WKH�JLIW�RI�*RG�WKDW�\RX�KDYH´

But how does this happen? We have to admit that we all suffer from 
D�VWUXFWXUDO� LQFDSDFLW\�WR�NHHS�DOLYH�WKH�ÀDPH�RI� WKH�FKDULVP�LQ�XV��
7KH�PRUH�ZH�WKLQN�WKDW�LW�UHPDLQV�OLW�E\�LWVHOI��WKH�PRUH�ZH�VHH�WKDW�
LW�GDPSHQV��JHWV�FRYHUHG�ZLWK�DVKHV��DQG�SURGXFHV�PRUH�VPRNH�WKDQ�
ÀDPHV��:KDW�D�WHQGHU�IDWKHU�6DLQW�3DXO�ZDV�IRU�KLV�IDYRULWH�GLVFLSOH�
Timothy, and for many others! It is as if he wrote him, “Timothy, 
don’t be scandalized if you feel the fervor of the gift of God you have 
received lessen in the wear and tear of your days and your ministry, 
the passion that in the beginning seemed would never dampen. Don’t 
EH�VKRFNHG�WKDW�\RX�DUH�WKLV�ZD\��:KDW�\RX�FDQ�GR�LV�WR�EHJLQ�DJDLQ�
HYHU\�GD\�WR�UHYLYH�LW�LQ�\RX�¿UVW�RI�DOO��DQG�WKLV�ZLOO�DOVR�UHYLYH�LW�LQ�
the people entrusted to you, the communities you are responsible for, 
and the whole world!”

:H�RIWHQ�WKLQN�RI�D�FKDULVP�DV�LI�LW�ZHUH�D�NLQG�RI�FORDN�WKURZQ�RYHU�
a given group of people and that to remain faithful to the charism, we 
MXVW�KDYH�WR�EH�FDUHIXO�QRW�WR�OHDYH�WKH�FRYHULQJ�RI�WKH�FORDN��RU�LI�\RX�
SUHIHU��WKH�VKHHSIROG��,QVWHDG��OLNH�RQ�WKH�GD\�RI�3HQWHFRVW��WKH�JLIW�RI�
God is an impetuous and powerful wind that blows on all present, but 
WKH�¿UH�WKDW�HPHUJHV�IURP�LW�VHWWOHV�RQ�HDFK�RI�WKHP��D�ÀDPH�IRU�HDFK�
of them, as if placed there by the Spirit with attention and motherly 
care. The Spirit chooses for each person the modality and form of 
the settling of the charism on that person. The gift of God is the one 

����&I��(SK������
����Cf. 1 Thes 5:19.
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Spirit, but it becomes perceptible and is lived when it is welcomed 
personally by each person. Each person recognizes in his or her own 
KHDUW� WKH� VSHFL¿F�FKDULVP�JUDQWHG� WR�D�FRPSDQLRQVKLS�� D�SHRSOH�RI�
individuals. After all, even the communion that binds many in a par-
ticular charism is only recognized in the heart of each member, some-
ZKDW�OLNH�WKH�WZR�GLVFLSOHV�RI�(PPDXV��³:HUH�QRW�RXU�KHDUWV�EXUQLQJ�
ZLWKLQ�XV�ZKLOH�+H�VSRNH�WR�XV�RQ�WKH�ZD\�DQG�RSHQHG�WKH�VFULSWXUHV�
to us?”�� The heart of each of them bore witness to the charism that 
united them.

³6WLU�LQWR�ÀDPH�WKH�JLIW�RI�*RG�WKDW�you have.” The awareness that the 
gift of God, given even in common, is to be stirred up in each of us 
in order to stir it up among everyone, is fundamental for remaining 
united in a vocational journey, in a mission. How often, for example, 
in a marriage or in communities, do people complain about the dying 
out of the initial gift, and stop there to complain about the others who 
fail to collaborate in reviving the charism. Instead, if only we under-
stood the power of individual freedom, humbly beginning from itself, 
EHJLQQLQJ�WR�VWLU�XS�LQ�LWVHOI�WKH�JLIW�UHFHLYHG��,W�LV�WUXO\�OLNH�VWRNLQJ�
D�¿UH��DQG�ZKHQ�LW�EXUQV��LW�FRPPXQLFDWHV�E\�LWV�YHU\�QDWXUH��:KHQ�
WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�VHL]HV�D�SHUVRQ��HYHQ�WKH�PRVW�LQVLJQL¿FDQW�RQH��OLNH�D�
SLHFH�RI�VWUDZ��D�EOD]H�EHJLQV��%XW�LW�LV�WKH�6SLULW��WKH�¿UH��WKDW�VSUHDGV��
not the straw or the wood that allows it to burn.

For this reason, the responsibility for a great charism in the Church 
and the glory of Christ in the world is totally each of ours, is played 
out entirely in each person.

I emphasize this because often we come across people who com-
plain that the charism as a whole is disappearing, or the charism in the 
OHDGHUV��EXW�WKHQ�WKH\�GR�QRW�DVN�WKHPVHOYHV�DERXW�WKH�FKDULVP�LQ�WKHLU�
own relationship with their husband or wife, with their children, with 
WKHLU�ZRUN��RU�LQ�WKHLU�FKRLFHV�RI�SROLWLFDO�HQJDJHPHQW��LQ�WKH�XVH�RI�
their money, in the way they listen to news and react to it, in the way 
they manage their time, in their prayer, etc. A charism lives or does 
not live in the capillary details of a life, even if it is the most important 
charism in the history of the Church. 

����/N�������
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As the pope told you in the October 15 audience: “Alongside the 
service of authority it is fundamental that, in all the members of the 
Fraternity, the charism remain alive, so that Christian life may always 
SUHVHUYH�WKH�DSSHDO�RI�WKH�¿UVW�HQFRXQWHU�´19

So then, the charism is revived in our hearts! When there are big 
JHVWXUHV�OLNH�WKHVH�6SLULWXDO�([HUFLVHV��WKH�DXGLHQFH�ZLWK�WKH�SRSH��WKH�
great meetings, everything is alive if the charism is stirred up in me, 
in you, in each of us. 

$Q�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�KXPDQ�IXOOQHVV

The Gospel, the New Testament, is full of examples of people who 
experienced this in an extraordinary yet simple way, so this fascinat-
ing beauty of a new humanity, a new life, could be transmitted to us. 

/HW¶V�ORRN�DW�ROG�6LPHRQ��ZKR�DSSHDUHG�RQ�WKH�GD\�RI�WKH�SUHVHQ-
tation of the child Jesus in the temple in Jerusalem when He was forty 
days old. 

“Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. 
This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had 
seen the Messiah of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the tem-
ple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the 
FXVWRP�RI�WKH�ODZ�LQ�UHJDUG�WR�+LP��KH�WRRN�+LP�LQWR�KLV�DUPV�DQG�
blessed God, saying

‘Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace,
according to your word, 
for my eyes have seen Your salvation,
which you prepared in sight of all the peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and glory for your people Israel.’
The child’s mother and father were amazed at what was said about 

Him. And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, ‘Behold, 
this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be 

19  )UDQFLV��³+RO\�3URSKHWLF�DQG�0LVVLRQDU\�5HVWOHVVQHVV�´����
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a sign that will be contradicted (and you yourself a sword will pierce) 
so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.’”��

Every evening at Compline Simeon’s canticle summarizes, gath-
ers, and often puts together the meaning of our day, reminding us 
that a day has meaning if we live the meaning of our entire life in it, 
which consists in desiring and embracing Jesus Christ. All of our life 
LV�RI�ZRUWK��KDV�PHDQLQJ��LV�JLYHQ�WR�XV��LV�DVNHG�RI�XV�RQO\�IRU�WKLV��
to desire, to await Christ and to embrace Him in the simplicity of His 
FRPLQJ�LQ�WKH�ÀHVK��D�FKLOG�RI�IRUW\�GD\V�ZKR�LV�HQWLUHO\�WKHUH��HQYHO-
oped in our arms, who is entirely there, present against our chest, in 
the affection of our hearts, who is entirely there in our gaze. +H�LV�
there not only in the sense of the dimensions of His little body. He is 
there as in being there, as God’s mysterious will, mysterious freedom, 
FRQVHQWLQJ�WR�EH�ZLWK�XV��FRQVHQWLQJ�WR�JLYH�+LPVHOI�WR�¿OO�RXU�DUPV��
our hearts, our lives, the human space of our lives. 

Simeon left his whole life free and empty; he thirsted for this, for 
WKLV�HPEUDFH� WKDW�¿OOHG�DQG� IXO¿OOHG�KLP�� IRU� WKLV�HPEUDFH��EH\RQG�
which there is nothing more than the eternity of the Father’s embrace. 

$�JLIW�RI�WKH�6SLULW�WKDW�PDNHV�XV�HPEUDFH�&KULVW

We will see how this is faith. It must be this in order not to be abstract, 
just an idea, a cerebral or sentimental persuasion. 

But what I want us to focus on this evening, helped (I hope!) by 
the silence in which we will enter tonight and will live in these days, 
is how Simeon’s embrace and his confession of faith (“He is here! 
+H�LV�VDOYDWLRQ��+H�LV�WKH�OLJKW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�´��DUH�WKH�NLQGOLQJ�RI�D�
FKDULVP�E\�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�WKDW�¿OOV�KLV�IUDJLOH�SHUVRQ�DQG�KDV�XQLYHU-
sal dimensions.

In this episode it is evident that the charism is always a gift of the 
6SLULW�WKDW�PDNHV�XV�UHFRJQL]H�DQG�HPEUDFH�&KULVW�

)XOO\�WKUHH�WLPHV�LQ�WKUHH�YHUVHV��/XNH�XQGHUOLQHV�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�
6SLULW�LQ�WKLV�HOGHUO\�PDQ��:H�GR�QRW�NQRZ�ZKR�KH�ZDV�RU�ZKDW�KH�GLG�
in life. The tradition that he was a priest is not rooted in this Gospel. 

����/N�����±���
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Simeon was simply a man, a man educated in the people of God, 
formed by the Law and the prophets, formed by the desire for salva-
WLRQ��OLJKW��DQG�KROLQHVV��WKDW�LV��IRU�*RG��D�GHVLUH�WKDW�¿OOHG�KLV�KHDUW��
emptying him of everything else. A “righteous and devout,”21 man, 
as the Gospel says, who was aware that notwithstanding our inborn 
tendency to sin, we are made for a true and good design, for justice, 
IRU�EHLQJ�MXVW��DGMXVWHG��WKH�RQO\�SODFH�WKH�KHDUW�FDQ�¿QG�SHDFH��WKH�
RQO\�SODFH�WKH�KHDUW�FDQ�¿QG�WKH�WUXWK�RI�LWVHOI��QRW�RQO\�NQRZQ�EXW�
experienced. 

6LPHRQ� NQHZ� WKDW� ZRPHQ� DQG�PHQ� ZHUH� FUHDWHG� MXVW� �WKDW� WKH�
human creature was created just), adjusted perfectly to the Creator 
and to all of creation, within a love that harmonizes everything in the 
beauty of the light of God, because they are made in His image and 
OLNHQHVV�22

%XW�6LPHRQ�DOVR�NQHZ�DQG�H[SHULHQFHG�LQ�KLPVHOI�DOO�RI�RXU�OLP-
itations in reestablishing this justice, readjusting ourselves to God 
among ourselves, between man and woman, readjusting ourselves to 
all of creation. For this reason, he was “devout,” that is, he yearned 
with all his being for a salvation that he could not give himself. He 
yearned for a Savior, and until he met Him all his justice, the truth 
of the just position of his person, was concentrated in the desire, the 
entreaty, the expectant awaiting for Him who would incarnate the 
consolation of Israel. 

“Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This 
man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit was upon him.”23 Can there be a more complete por-
WUDLW� RI� D� WUXH�PDQ� WKDQ� WKLV"�:KDW� IXOOQHVV� RI� KXPDQLW\±RQH�ZKR�
desires justice, conscious of having to wait for it and receive it from 
an Other, and who desires it as a good for the whole people, a conso-
lation for the whole people! For this reason, God corresponded to him 
DQG�WRRN�SOHDVXUH�LQ�WKLV�KXPEOH�DQG�WRWDO�WUXWK�RI�VHOI��JUDQWLQJ�KLP�
the companionship of the Spirit, who is the Communion of God, in 
God. God was so pleased with the human truth of his sincere desire 
for salvation that He covered and protected it in the shadow of the 
21  /N������
22  &I��*Q�����±���
23  /N������
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6SLULW��VR�WKDW�WKLV�OLWWOH�ÀDPH��ZKLFK�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG�WKUHDWHQV��ZKLFK�
everything tends to extinguish in the human heart, would not die out.

Simeon awaited expectantly, and the Spirit was with him. Simeon 
ZDLWHG�DQG�WKH�6SLULW�FDPH�ULJKW�DZD\�WR�VWRNH�WKLV�JLIW� LQ�KLP��WKH�
gift of a restless heart desiring God and the consolation of the people.

This reminds us that WKH�¿UVW�FKDULVP�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�SHUVRQ��WKH�¿UVW�
and fundamental gift of God in us, is the heart made for encountering 
Christ�� WKH�KHDUW� UHVWOHVV� IRU�*RG��7KH�¿UVW� �DQG�RQO\�� IXQGDPHQWDO�
charism is this “being made for God,” an ontological charism that 
coincides with our being, concerning which restlessness is the aware-
ness that “You have made us for Yourself, and our hearts are restless 
until they rest in You.”24

This ontological and structural, but also historical and existential, 
charism reverberates through everything that happens in our lives and 
in the world.

)DPLOLDULW\�ZLWK�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�

)RU�6LPHRQ��*RG¶V�WDNLQJ�SOHDVXUH�LQ�KLV�GHVLUH�ZDV�D�IDPLOLDULW\��D�
IULHQGVKLS��,Q�IDFW��WKH�6SLULW�VSRNH�WR�KLP��LW�GRHV�QRW�PDWWHU�KRZ��DQG�
moved his steps, drove and accompanied him. “It had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had 
seen the Messiah of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the temple.”25 
Simeon had a personal relationship with the Holy Spirit. 

:H�DUH� VRPHZKDW� DFFXVWRPHG� WR� WUHDWLQJ� WKH�+RO\�6SLULW� OLNH� D�
VWUDQJHU��RU�OLNH�D�IDFHOHVV�EORZLQJ�ZLQG��:H�DUH�QRW�DFFXVWRPHG�WR�
familiarity with Him, having a relationship with Him, and thus con-
YHUVLQJ�ZLWK�+LP�DQG�ZDONLQJ�ZLWK�+LP��$QG�\HW�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�GRHV�
this with us; He treats us this way. It is evident that familiarity with 
the Holy Spirit led Simeon to an encounter and familiarity with Jesus, 
because the Holy Spirit is familiarity with God and in God. The Holy 
Spirit is the gift of God par excellence. He is the absolute gift of God. 
He is God who gives us His giving self in the Trinity. Those who wel-

24  Saint Augustine, Confessions I, 1,1.
25  /N�����±���
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come great charisms and want to welcome them in the depths of the 
JLIW�WKH\�DUH�IRU�WKH�&KXUFK��GR�QRW�WKLQN�VR�PXFK�DERXW�ZHOFRPLQJ�WKH�
VSHFL¿F�FKDULVP�DV�VXFK��EXW�DERXW�ZHOFRPLQJ�WKH�6SLULW�ZKRVH�JLIW�
contains and gives all of the charisms. These people have familiarity 
with the Spirit above all in the form of prayer, entreaty. How much 
Fr. Giussani insisted on the invocation “Veni Sancte Spiritus, veni per 
Mariam”! It reveals and transmits a familiarity with the Paraclete that 
ZH�ZLOO�QHYHU�OHDUQ�VXI¿FLHQWO\�

Those who want to welcome a particular charism from a founder 
distort the charism itself and reduce it to “something,” normally a 
SDFNHW�RI� UXOHV�� LGHDV�� DWWLWXGHV�� DQG�ZRUGV� LI� WKH\� IDLO� WR�ZHOFRPH�
from the founder a familiarity with the Holy Spirit that animates every 
FKDULVP�RI�GLYLQH�OLIH�DQG�JUDFH�WKDW�PDNHV�XV�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�&KULVW��
Ever since Pentecost, the Church has always understood that the best 
and most intimate familiarity we can have with the Holy Spirit is 
that of the Virgin Mary, that familiarity that lived through Our Lady, 
WKDW�WKH�DSRVWOHV�ZHUH�WKH�¿UVW�WR�PDNH�WKHLU�RZQ��<HV��³9HQL�6DQFWH�
Spiritus, veni per Mariam”!

0RYHG�E\�WKH�6SLULW�WRZDUG�&KULVW�

On that day, Simeon “came in the Spirit into the temple,” but he was not 
OLNH�D�PDULRQHWWH�PDQHXYHUHG�IURP�DERYH��:K\�ZDV�6LPHRQ�VR�GRFLOH�WR�
the Spirit? Perhaps because he was His slave? No, he was docile because 
he wanted to attain the fullness of his life that the Spirit had promised him. 
7KH�6SLULW�PRYHV�XV�WRZDUG�RXU�IXO¿OOPHQW��WRZDUG�&KULVW��+H�PRYHV�WKH�
restlessness of the heart toward His peace. As explained by Saint Paul, 
another great friend of the Holy Spirit, a man familiar with Him, “the 
6SLULW�WRR�FRPHV�WR�WKH�DLG�RI�RXU�ZHDNQHVV��IRU�ZH�GR�QRW�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�
pray as we ought, but the Spirit itself intercedes with inexpressible groan-
LQJV��$QG�WKH�RQH�ZKR�VHDUFKHV�KHDUWV�NQRZV�ZKDW�LV�WKH�LQWHQWLRQ�RI�WKH�
Spirit, because it intercedes for the holy ones according to God’s will.”��

:H� DUH� QRW� DEOH� WR� GHVLUH� SXUHO\� DQG� VLPSO\� WKDW�ZKLFK� IXO¿OOV�
our heart, is worth more than life, is what we exist for. We pollute 

����5RP�����±���
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this desire with great presumption or ambition, desiring other things 
WKDW� DUH� QRW� WUXO\� RXU� IXO¿OOPHQW��:H�GR� QRW� QHHG� RQO\� IXO¿OOPHQW��
but the decision to pursue it, the road to reach it, and the encoun-
ter so that we can embrace it. The Spirit, through the grace of God, 
through the mercy of the Father, gives us all this during our whole life 
through mysterious stages and itineraries. And when we reach Christ, 
ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�DOO�WKLV�WDNHV�RQ�PHDQLQJ��WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�JXLGH�
WKURXJK�WKLV�ZKROH�IRUHVW�IXOO�RI�GDUNQHVV�DQG�GDQJHUV��WKH�JXLGH�RI�
WKH�+RO\� 6SLULW��ZKR� VSHDNV� WR� WKH� KHDUW��ZKR� VKRZV� WKH�ZD\� DQG�
moves us to follow, and leads us to the goal. This was the guide that 
led us to Christ!

+DYH�ZH�HYHU� WKRXJKW� WR�VWRS�DQG�ORRN�EDFN�� WR� WKLQN�DERXW�RXU�
journey? Have we never realized that someone was guiding us mys-
teriously through a thousand instruments, a word, an encounter, a let-
ter, an experience, a grief, a disappointment, a fall, an experience of 
wonder, an emotion in front of the beautiful, the good, and the true?

0D\EH�ZH�KDYH�QHYHU�WKDQNHG�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�IRU�DOO�WKLV��7KLV�LV�
not grave for Him but it is for ourselves because we deprive ourselves 
RI� DQ� DZDUHQHVV� WKDW�PDNHV� XV� JUDWHIXO� IRU� RXU� OLIH��ZKDWHYHU�PD\�
have happened. If many things in life seem unworthy of gratitude 
DQG�PRYH�XV�WR�FRPSODLQW�DQG�UDQFRU��PD\EH�ZH�VKRXOG�WKLQN�WKHP�
over in the light of the true purpose of life that the Spirit reveals to 
us, the purpose promised to Simeon: “It had been revealed to him by 
the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the 
Messiah of the Lord.”

To see Christ, to embrace Christ: this is the value and purpose 
of all of life, even if the encounter only happens at the end, as it did 
for Simeon, the prophetess Anna, and the good thief. The Spirit does 
not promise us success, wealth, health, or honors. The Spirit does 
not free us from having to die. 7KH�6SLULW�SURPLVHV�XV�DQG�PDNHV�XV�
H[SHULHQFH�LQ�RXU�KHDUW�WKDW�RXU�OLIH�LV�QRW�GH¿QHG�E\�GHDWK��EXW�E\�WKH�
encounter with Jesus.�³'H¿QH´�FRPHV�IURP�WKH�/DWLQ�YHUE�¿QLUH�(to 
ERXQG��OLPLW���LQWHQVL¿HG�E\�WKH�SUH¿[�de (completely). It would be 
equivalent to completely bound or limit. So, what completely bounds 
or limits us more powerfully than death? In human experience, death 
VHHPV�WR�GH¿QH�DQG�OLPLW�DOO�RI�KXPDQ�OLIH�DQG�KLVWRU\��7KLQN�RI�WKH�
VSHFWDFOH�RI�GHDWK�LQ�WKH�ZDU�LQ�8NUDLQH��WKH�GURZQLQJ�GHDWKV�RI�WKRX-
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VDQGV�RI�PLJUDQWV� LQ� WKH�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�� WKH� HDUWKTXDNHV� LQ�7XUNH\�
and Syria, the mass shootings in the United States, or the constant and 
hidden deaths of millions of aborted babies. And yet, the Spirit pro-
claimed to Simeon that this sentiment is not true, is not just: his long 
OLIH�LV�QRW�GHWHUPLQHG�¿UVW�RI�DOO�E\�GHDWK��EXW�E\�KLV�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�
&KULVW��7KLV� LV� D� GH¿QLWLRQ� WKDW� GHDWK� FDQQRW� RYHUFRPH� RU� UHSODFH��
Encountering Jesus, embracing Jesus, Simeon exulted in the certainty 
DQG�SHDFH�WKDW�-HVXV�KDG�DOZD\V�GH¿QHG�DQG�ZRXOG�DOZD\V�GH¿QH�KLV�
life in everything, including his death. 

7KH�XQLYHUVDO�GLIIXVLRQ�RI�HYHU\�FKDULVP�

7KH�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�&KULVW�EUHDNV�GRZQ�DOO�WKH�OLPLWV�RI�OLIH��QRW�RQO\�
death but also solitude and closure in on ourselves or on our coreli-
gionists. In fact, Simeon immediately sang of the universality of the 
salvation brought by Christ:

“Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace,
according to your word, 
for my eyes have seen Your salvation,
which you prepared in sight of all the peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and glory for your people Israel.”��
In the old age of his body, this man had the desire and passion of 

a young man in love, of a child wondering at imperceptible signs that 
QR�RQH�HOVH�VHHV��OLNH�WKDW�\RXQJ�FRXSOH�ZKR�LQ�WKH�LPPHQVH�WHPSOH�
and in the midst of the crowd brought a newborn and two doves for 
WKH�3UHVHQWDWLRQ�ULWH��:KR�NQRZV�KRZ�PDQ\�FRXSOHV�DQG�KRZ�PDQ\�
babies came to the temple of Jerusalem every day! But this man was 
not “righteous and devout” only for himself; he was not waiting for 
the Messiah just for himself. He bore in his heart the expectant await-
ing of the whole people of God, or rather, of “all the peoples.” In fact, 
no gift of God, no charism is only for yourself or only for a small 
JURXS�EHFDXVH�LW�ZRXOG�PHDQ�WKDW�LWV�ÀDPH�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�VXFK��ZRXOG�
not burn brightly, would not illuminate with true light. Light is the 

����/N�����±���
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Friday evening

most explicit symbol of the charism, of God’s gift and love, because 
LI�LW�LV�QRW�EORFNHG�RU�LI�LW�GRHV�QRW�¿QG�REVWDFOHV��LW�VKLQHV�WR�LQ¿QLW\��
$QG�LI�LW�¿QGV�REVWDFOHV��LW�LOOXPLQDWHV�WKHP�WRR��WUDQVIRUPLQJ�WKHP�
LQWR�D�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�+LV�JLIW��

As we said before, God’s gifts are irrevocable, but we can suffo-
cate them or limit the light they shed. Every charism exists to shine 
WR�LQ¿QLW\��HYHQ�WKH�PRVW�LQVLJQL¿FDQW�DQG�KLGGHQ�RQH��,�DOZD\V�WKLQN�
of a woman in Ethiopia who invited us for coffee. When you invite 
VRPHRQH�IRU�D�FRIIHH�WKHUH��LW�LV�QRW�OLNH�KHUH��ZKHUH�LQ�WKLUW\�VHFRQGV�
\RX�SXW�WKH�FRIIHH�SRG�LQ�WKH�PDFKLQH��SUHVV�WKH�EXWWRQ��¿OO�WKH�FXS��
WDNH�LW�DQG�GULQN�LW�LQ�WHQ�VHFRQGV��FRQWLQXLQJ�WR�FKDW�DQG�IRUJHWWLQJ�
you have even had the coffee. For this woman, instead, it was a whole 
ceremony.

In listing the various gifts of the Spirit, Saint Paul also mentioned 
this woman’s: “Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us, let us exercise them: if prophecy, in proportion to the 
faith; if ministry, in ministering; if one is a teacher, in teaching; if one 
exhorts, in exhortation; if one contributes, in generosity; if one is over 
others, with diligence; if one does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.”��

The beauty of her service and hospitality was that of a charism 
whose illumination was not suffocated, and that moment continues 
WR�HGLI\�PH�\HDUV�ODWHU��7KDW�VHUYLFH��WKDW�FRIIHH��HGL¿HG�P\�OLIH�DQG�
continue to do so. This is why the gifts of the Spirit, even the most 
LQVLJQL¿FDQW�RQHV��DUH�ÀDPHV�ZKRVH�OLJKW�VKLQHV�WR�LQ¿QLW\��%XW�RQH�
could say the same of a true word from a priest, a mysterious but sin-
FHUH�FRUUHFWLRQ�IURP�D�IULHQG��D�JHVWXUH�RI�JHQHURVLW\��D�VLFN�SHUVRQ¶V�
offering up of her suffering, the free smile that someone, maybe a 
stranger, gave you when you were too closed in on your own grey-
ness. As Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta said: “A smile when we 
meet each other, it would help more than anything.” 29 

We are often concerned, and rightly so, that our life be useful, that 
it bear fruit. However, we almost immediately suffocate this good 
desire for fullness of life in our demand that the fruit be ours and 
not of the Holy Spirit, not of the charism, of the gift of God that was 
����5RP�����±��
29  Mother Teresa, The Joy in Loving: A Guide to Daily Living� �1HZ�<RUN��3HQJXLQ�&RPSDVV��
������������
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entrusted to us. And so we begin to dream of illusory and glorious 
fruits, but of our own�JORU\��DQG�ZH�ZDVWH�WKH�LQ¿QLWH�UDQJH�RI�IHFXQ-
dity that the Spirit of God wants to express in all we experience, do, 
VD\��WKLQN��DQG�SUD\�

Returning to old Simeon, it is extraordinary to see how the desire 
of his heart, the passion of his desire for salvation, when they reach 
their goal, the purpose so long awaited and desired, do not for an 
instant close up into a suffocating possession of the gift of God. On 
the contrary, they immediately reverberate its splendor. Simeon hugs 
the Child to his chest but he does so to show everyone how much 
light shines from Him, how precious this treasure is for everyone. The 
JHVWXUH��ZRUGV��DQG�IDFH�RI�WKLV�ROG�PDQ�UHÀHFW�DOO�WKH�OLJKW�RI�&KULVW��
Fra Angelico expressed this admirably in the fresco that accompa-
nies these Spiritual Exercises.���7KLV�UHÀHFWLRQ�LV�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�KLV�
entire life. Now he can even die, not only because he has been able 
to embrace Christ, but because he was able to announce Him with a 
testimony that was so powerful, so transparent, so humble and certain 
that it still reaches us today with the same intensity as on that day, and 
will continue to shine Christ until the end of the world. 

,�GZHOO�RQ�WKLV�WR�UHDZDNHQ�RXU�DZDUHQHVV�WKDW�QRQH�RI�XV�LV�FDOOHG�
to less than this! Each of us has a gift of recognition of Christ that 
reverberates to the ends of the earth and to the ends of the world! 
Each of us is made and called to reach the point of being able to sing 
Simeon’s Nunc dimittis�SHUVRQDOO\�DV�WKH�H[KDXVWLYH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�RXU�
HQWLUH�H[LVWHQFH��QRW�DV�D�¿QDO�SRLQW�LQ�RXU�OLIH��DV�D�³VZDQ�VRQJ�´�EXW�
DV�DQ�DSH[�WKDW�DFNQRZOHGJHV�WKDW�GHDWK�LV�DOVR�D�JLIW�JLYHQ�WR�VKLQH�
WKH�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�&KULVW¶V�OLJKW�HWHUQDOO\��,Q�SDUDGLVH�ZH�ZLOO�UHÀHFW�WKH�
OLJKW�RI�WKH�JRRG�IDFH�RI�*RG�LQ¿QLWHO\��DQG�HDFK�RI�XV�ZLOO�H[SUHVV�
this beauty, highly original in each person, and yet entirely the face 
RI� WKH�/RUG��D�KLJKO\�RULJLQDO� UHÀHFWLRQ� OLNH�*RG¶V�JD]H�XSRQ�HDFK�
human creature, upon each of us.

But we do not have to wait until the end, before our death, to have 
this consciousness. The Church and her liturgy educate us to exercise 
it every evening at the end of every day, which could be our last. Let 

����Fra Angelico, Presentation of Jesus in the Temple, fresco, detail, 1442, Florence, Convent of 
San Marco.
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XV�WKLQN�DERXW�LW��exercising it (since we are living these Exercises) 
when, at Compline, we pray Simeon’s Nunc dimittis. 

This is how Fr. Giussani expressed it in his meditation on Simeon’s 
Canticle:

“How beautiful it is to read Simeon’s canticle every day. ‘My eyes 
KDYH�VHHQ�<RXU�VDOYDWLRQ�¶�>«@�5HFLWLQJ�WKH�FDQWLFOH�RI�WKH�Nunc dim-
ittis�� OLNH�WKH�9LUJLQ�0DU\¶V�0DJQL¿FDW�� LQ�WKH�HYHQLQJ�DW�&RPSOLQH�
means reciting a prophecy of something that has already happened, 
WKH� NLQJGRP� RI�*RG� DPRQJ� XV�� WKH�P\VWHU\� FRPPXQLFDWHG� WR� WKH�
ÀHVK�� WLPH�� DQG� VSDFH�� >«@�%HLQJ� DEOH� WR� VD\� WR� WKH�/RUG� WKDW�+H�
is savior, that He is, that He exists this way as He already exists, 
moves God to offer His grace notwithstanding our sinfulness, and He 
OHWV�XV�JR�LQ�SHDFH��OLNH�ROG�6LPHRQ��>«@�(YHU\WKLQJ�LV�VDLG�LQ�WKLV�
ZRUG�RU�LQ�WKLV�ORRNHG�XSRQ�SUHVHQFH��LPDJLQDEOH�DQG�XQLPDJLQDEOH��
LPDJLQDEOH�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�D�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�OLNH�\RX��DQG�
unimaginable because it is the presence of God, the mystery, within 
WKLV�KXPDQ�EHLQJ��7KH�P\VWHU\�RI�P\�VLQIXOQHVV�VLQNV�LQWR�WKLV�PDQ��
and thus is redeemed, resolved, and forgiven.”31

Tomorrow we will see how this shining human fullness, moved by 
the Spirit to an encounter with Christ, is faith. 

31  Giussani, La verità nasce dalla carne, ���±����2XU�WUDQVODWLRQ�

Friday evening
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+2/<�0$66
5HDGLQJV��$FWV����±����3VDOP������-RKQ�����±��

homily by his excellency archbishop giuseppe baturi,  
archbishop of cagliari and secretary general  

of the italian episcopal conference

“It is the Lord,” John says to his friend Peter of the presence of the 
Lord who was next to them. John, he who loved and was loved, can 
recognize the lover and the beloved because only love can recognize 
Him. Many times we have heard John’s exclamation of recognition, 
full of surprise but also of affection, in our teachers and parents, in 
particular in the words, gaze, and total striving of the person of Fr. 
Giussani. Giussani opened our gaze to recognize, “It’s the Lord!” It 
is the presence the heart desires and hopes for, the power that drives 
us to search for happiness and freedom, the ideal for building a new 
world, saying your own yes forever, and for educating children. The 
Lord present is the reason for all this.

Fr. Giussani named and opened our eyes to the great presence that 
LV�LQ�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��DQG�LQ�GRLQJ�VR�NLQGOHG�RXU�KRSH�EHFDXVH�
the Lord is here, here with us. Thus, we can feel that life is inhabited 
E\�*RG��VHL]HG�ZLWKLQ�DQ�LQ¿QLWH�DQG�HWHUQDO�KRUL]RQ��FDSDEOH�RI�JLY-
ing meaning to everything and capable of gravitating to a center: it is 
He, the Lord. As these days begin, let us express our gratitude to God 
for our encounter with Fr. Giussani’s charism, and let us remember 
how many people have helped us and continue to open our eyes and 
our minds to a recognition of faith, which is always a recognition of a 
presence who attracts us and is the reason for everything.

As we heard, Peter threw himself into the sea and swam toward 
Jesus. He had been afraid, had seized the sword in order to wound, 
KDG�GHQLHG�+LP�DQG�ÀHG��%XW�WKHQ�KH�ZHQW�WR�-HVXV�ZLWKRXW�KHVLWD-
tion because He was the beloved. And so, in this re-found friend-
ship, in this familiarity that Jesus offered, even allowing Himself a 
meal, everything was reconciled in the expectation of the great ques-
tion, “Do you love Me?” But everything had already been reconciled 
because there is no chance for peace and reconciliation with ourselves 
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and our history, with all of our past, without being in front of the Lord 
present, without being in the space of His gaze. Peter went to Jesus 
WR�EH�ORRNHG�DW�

What saves us is not a line of reasoning, not an interpretation or 
UHPHPEUDQFH�RIWHQ�PDUNHG�E\�UHPRUVH��EXW�D�OLYLQJ�HQFRXQWHU��QRZ��
It reopens life to a new beginning, to the possibility of a new start 
with Jesus, in front of Him. In a friendship with Him, everything can 
always begin again, everything can be made new. In our personal 
life, as in the fabric of our friendship, everything regains vigor and 
FDQ�KRSH�LQ�D�QHZ�EHJLQQLQJ��)RU�3HWHU��EHLQJ�ZLWK�-HVXV�E\�WKDW�¿UH�
was also the opportunity to be in a new way with the other disciples 
because Jesus was the one who had called them together.

In these days, may we, too, accept Jesus’s invitation to be with 
Him in order to learn to be with each other, and to go out among other 
women and men, to read their desire and tell everyone that the Lord is 
WKH�RQH�WKH\�DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�LQ�MR\�RU�LQ�UHVWOHVVQHVV��EHFDXVH�VD\LQJ�WR�
the world that the Lord is present is always also interpreting the desire 
of women and men.

+RZHYHU�� WKH� /RUG� ZDV� UHFRJQL]HG� ZKLOH� WKH\� ZHUH� ¿VKLQJ��
EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�¿VKLQJ��6LPLODUO\��LQ�RXU�ZRUN��LQ�EXLOGLQJ�RXU�IDPL-
lies, in professional or political engagement, in carrying out our pas-
sion for life, we can recognize the sign of the Lord present, which is 
DOZD\V�PDUNHG�E\�D�VXSHUDEXQGDQFH���6R�PDQ\�¿VK��0RUH�WKDQ�WKH\�
could have caught with their own efforts.) There is always a dispro-
portion between our strength and our capabilities and the fruitfulness 
ZH� UHFHLYH� DV� D� JLIW��7KH�/RUG�PDNHV�+LPVHOI� VHHQ� LQ� WKH� VXUSOXV�
between what we do and what we receive in a superabundance of 
life, joy, and truth, a surplus that can only be explained by grace and 
WKH�JLIW�RI�D�SUHVHQFH��DQG�VR�ZH�JLYH�WKDQNV�EHFDXVH�+H�¿OOV�OLIH��:H�
DOZD\V�LQYRNH�+LP��EHJJDUV�EHFDXVH�QRZ�WKH�/RUG�LV�KHUH��DPRQJ�XV��
and we pray, “Come to us again, O Jesus, Lord and Teacher.”

Friday evening
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Saturday, April 15, morning
Johann Sebastian Bach

&DQWDWD�%:9�����,FK�KDEH�JHQXJ��7KH�0RQWHYHUGL�&KRLU±7KH�(QJOLVK�%DURTXH�6RORLVWV±
-RKQ�(OLRW�*DUGLQHU±(GL]LRQL�$UFKLY�

0RWHW�%:9������.RPP��-HVX��.RPP��7KH�0RQWHYHUGL�&KRLU±-RKQ�(OLRW�*DUGLQHU±(GL]LRQL�(UDWR

Angelus

Morning Prayers

Q first meditation
Mauro-Giuseppe Lepori

The faith that informs life

7KH�FORXG�RI�ZLWQHVVHV

The title of these Spiritual Exercises is inspired by a passage from the 
Letter to the Hebrews:

 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of wit-
nesses, let us rid ourselves of every burden and sin that clings to us 
and persevere in running the race that lies before us while keeping 
RXU�H\HV�¿[HG�RQ�-HVXV��WKH�OHDGHU�DQG�SHUIHFWHU�RI�IDLWK.”32

In the previous chapter, the author of the Letter to the Hebrews had 
just listed a long series of witnesses from the Old Testament who made 
FKRLFHV� DQG� WRRN� DFWLRQV� WKDW�ZRXOG� QRW� KDYH�PDGH� VHQVH�ZLWKRXW�
IDLWK�LQ�WKH�SURPLVH�RI�WKH�/RUG�WKDW�ZDV�IXO¿OOHG�LQ�&KULVW�DIWHU�WKHLU�
death. All these witnesses, from Abel to Noah, from Abraham and 
Sarah to Jacob, from Moses to David to the mother of the Maccabees, 
are a multitude, literally a “cloud” that surrounds us. What does “a 
cloud of witnesses” mean? It is translated as a “multitude” because 
with the image of a cloud the author wanted to express a reality that 
VXUURXQGV�XV�ZLWK�D�P\ULDG�RI�HOHPHQWV��OLNH�D�VDQG�FORXG�LQ�WKH�GHV-

32  +HE�����±���P\�LWDOLFV�
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Saturday morning

ert. But for the Hebrews, the cloud also refers to the mysterious and 
sacred presence of God accompanying the people of Israel in the des-
ert, protecting them by day and illuminating them by night, the sacred 
cloud that Moses entered in order to encounter the Lord, to listen 
to Him and dialogue with Him. The witnesses to the faith form this 
P\VWHULRXV�FORXG�DURXQG�XV�WKDW�PDNHV�WKH�LQYLVLEOH�SUHVHQFH�RI�*RG�
YLVLEOH��$OVR��RQ�WKH�0RXQW�RI�WKH�7UDQV¿JXUDWLRQ��DOO�WKRVH�SUHVHQW�
SHQHWUDWHG�LQWR�WKH�FORXG±-HVXV��0RVHV��(OLMDK��DQG�WKH�WKUHH�DSRVWOHV��
all absorbed in the mystery of the Father who made His voice heard, 
as if God wanted to react to Peter’s instinctual words, “Master, it is 
JRRG�WKDW�ZH�DUH�KHUH��OHW�XV�PDNH�WKUHH�WHQWV��RQH�IRU�<RX��RQH�IRU�
Moses, and one for Elijah.”33�+XPDQO\�VSHDNLQJ��KLV�ZRUGV�ZHUH�VLQ-
cere, but they banalized the sacredness of the event, reducing it to a 
nice camping trip in the mountains with friends! 

7KH�*RVSHO�FRQWLQXHV��³%XW�KH�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�ZKDW�KH�ZDV�VD\LQJ��
:KLOH�KH�ZDV�VWLOO�VSHDNLQJ��D�FORXG�FDPH�DQG�FDVW�D�VKDGRZ�RYHU�WKHP��
and they became frightened when they entered the cloud. Then from the 
cloud came a voice that said, ‘This is My chosen Son; listen to Him.’”34

In the shadow of this cloud, Peter, James, and John regained an 
awareness of the sacredness of the mystery they were witnessing, 
which is the mystery of Christ, “a light for revelation to the Gentiles,” 
as old Simeon said, the mystery revealed by the Father who presents 
+LP�ZLWK�D�ORYH�RI�SUHGLOHFWLRQ�DQG�DVNV�XV�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�+LP�

So then, for us, the “cloud of witnesses” of the Letter to the 
Hebrews is formed of the witnesses to the faith who illuminate us 
DQG�VSHDN�WR�XV�IURP�WKH�+RO\�6FULSWXUHV�DQG�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�KROLQHVV�
RI�WKH�&KXUFK��DQG�DOVR�E\�WKH�WUXH�DQG�DXWKRULWDWLYH�SHRSOH�ZH�NQRZ�
personally. All these witnesses constitute for us that cloud of the Holy 
Spirit in which the Father reveals the gift of the beloved Son, to whom 
we are called to listen, to obey, and to follow. 

This is the mysterious, luminous, and authoritative splendor of the 
Church. Notwithstanding the shadow of our humanity, of the human-
ity of every saint, of every baptized person who bears witness to the 
faith, she reveals the mystery in a companionship of individuals. 

33  /N������
34  /N�����±���
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6XUSULVHG�E\�WKH�ZLWQHVV�RI�IDLWK�

+RZ�PDQ\�WLPHV�ZH�IHHO�OLNH�3HWHU�DQG�WKH�RWKHUV��KXPLOLDWHG�DQG�WLPLG�
in front of a testimony of extraordinary faith that surprises us from peo-
ple we maybe see every day without realizing the light they bear with-
LQ��:H�VDZ�HYHU\WKLQJ�VXSHU¿FLDOO\��ZLWK�DOO�WKH�SRVLWLYH�DQG�QHJDWLYH�
aspects of a temperament, a way of being and doing or not being and 
QRW�GRLQJ��:H�ZHUH�ZLWK�WKHVH�SHRSOH�OLJKWO\��ZLWKRXW�WUXO\�ORRNLQJ�DW�
WKHP��RU�RQO\� ORRNLQJ�DW�ZKDW�ZH�OLNHG��ZH�ZHUH�ZLWK� WKHP�ZLWKRXW�
listening to them, or listening to them only distractedly. And suddenly, 
IRU�RQH�UHDVRQ�RU�DQRWKHU��PD\EH�LQ�D�FLUFXPVWDQFH�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�¿QDOO\�
need them, or because these people are gone, the cloud covers us and in 
it, when all appearances disappear, we listen to their testimony of faith 
DQG�FRQIXVHGO\�KDYH�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�LW�LV�D�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�*RG��
of Christ, of the mystery that creates and saves us. 

,Q�WKH�UHFHQWO\�SXEOLVKHG�DXWRELRJUDSK\�RI�7DNDVKL�3DROR�1DJDL��
Ciò che non muore mai >:KDW�QHYHU�GLHV@�35�D�WH[W�WKDW�,�WKLQN�LV�FRP-
parable to Saint Augustine’s Confessions, he recounts his journey of 
faith, the journey that led him to the Christian faith and then to live 
WKDW�IDLWK�ZLWKLQ�DQ�LQWHQVH�DQG�GUDPDWLF�OLIH��WR�WKH�SRLQW�RI�¿QGLQJ�
himself physically and spiritually at the heart of the nuclear destruc-
WLRQ�RI�1DJDVDNL��ZLWK�DQ�DZDUHQHVV�RI�IDLWK�WKDW�LW�ZDV�D�VDFUL¿FH�RI�
the Lamb for the peace of the whole world. But only near the end of 
his life, when Nagai found the carbonized bones of his wife Midori 
under the ashes of their home destroyed by the bomb and next to 
her the chain of the rosary she had been praying with, did he realize 
WKH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI�KLV�ZLIH¶V� IDLWK� LQ�DVNLQJ�IRU�DQG�REWDLQLQJ�IURP�
God his own faith and the extraordinary fruitfulness of his life. In the 
end, the Marian presence of Midori was revealed to him as the most 
evident presence of the mystery in his life. He had not realized this! 
Thus, he understood that after the bomb, he too had to live by testi-
fying to his faith in this way, from the depths of his powerlessness, 
LOO�ZLWK�OHXNHPLD��DOZD\V�LQ�EHG��LQ�D�VPDOO�VKDFN��RIIHULQJ�KLPVHOI�WR�
Christ and experiencing an incredibly fruitful testimony. 

35  7DNDVKL�3DROR�1DJDL��Ciò che non muore mai: Il cammino di un uomo >:KDW�QHYHU�GLHV��WKH�
MRXUQH\�RI�D�PDQ@��&LQLVHOOR�%DOVDPR�>0LODQ@��6DQ�3DROR��������
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I felt the same confusion and deep emotion when a few months ago, I 
was visiting the room of my old friend Luciano, the carpenter who, with 
KLV�ZLIH�1HOOD��LQWURGXFHG�PH�WR�WKH�PRYHPHQW�LQ�������+H�KDG�VXIIHUHG�
D�JUDYH�FHUHEUDO�KHPRUUKDJH�WKDW�WRRN�KLP�WR�KHDYHQ�D�PRQWK�DJR��,�VDZ�
on his bedroom wardrobe a note with the most important dates of my 
YRFDWLRQDO�MRXUQH\��DQG�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�WKH�GDWH�RI�RXU�¿UVW�HQFRXQWHU��³$�
IULHQGVKLS�RXW�RI�WKLV�ZRUOG��)HEUXDU\��������������\HDUV«�RI�JUDFH´��KH�
KDG�ZULWWHQ�WKLV�LQ��������,Q�WKDW�PRPHQW�,�VDZ�P\�ZKROH�OLIH�FRQWDLQHG�
in the memory and prayer of this simple man, contained in a faith that 
sees the endless event of grace in human encounters, something of the 
other world. I could say this of many other people, maybe people I do not 
NQRZ�DQG�ZLOO�PHHW�RQO\�LQ�KHDYHQ��HDFK�RI�XV�FRXOG�VD\�WKLV�RI�PDQ\�
people. Yes, there really is a “cloud of witnesses,” a holy cloud, in which 
*RG�LV�SUHVHQW�DQG�VSHDNV�WR�XV��D�FORXG�WKDW�JXLGHV�DQG�SURWHFWV�OLIH��DV�LW�
protected the people of God in the desert. 

These witnesses reveal to us that there is a point of maturity of faith 
that for everyone consists of accepting to be a grain of wheat that falls 
to the ground and dies in order to bear fruit that is no longer its own, 
even if all of the being of the grain of wheat was made to give this fruit.

“Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground 
and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat, but if it dies, it produces much 
fruit.”�� There are those who understand this right away and live it even 
in the midst of fruitful and effective activity, and thus live the fullness 
of this activity, the fullness of mission, with a soul committed to contin-
XDO�EHJJLQJ��,�WKLQN�RI�)U��*LXVVDQL��RI�WKH�SRSHV�RI�WKH�UHFHQW�GHFDGHV�
whom the Spirit gave and gives to the Church, and of Mother Teresa. 
,QVWHDG��RIWHQ�ZH�DUH�DVNHG�WR�H[SHULHQFH�D�FROODSVH�RI�RXU�HI¿FLHQF\�
to discover with surprise that precisely there, and not at the top of our 
XQ¿QLVKHG�WRZHUV�RI�%DEHO��RXU�IDLWK�LV�DOLYH�DQG�EHDUV�IUXLW�

:LWQHVVHV�RI�IDLWK

What we want to understand is the fact that this “cloud” that manifests 
the mystery to us is composed of witnesses to faith. Each one of us 

����Jn 12:24.
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is called to be part of it. These witnesses are the multitude described 
in Revelation, giving us an image of the elect in heaven. “After this 
I had a vision of a great multitude which no one could count, from 
every nation, race, people, and tongue. They stood before the throne 
and before the Lamb, wearing white robes and holding palm branches 
in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice: ‘Salvation comes from 
our God, who is seated on the throne, and from the Lamb.’”��

They are the martyrs, a term that literally means “witnesses,” who 
with their whole body, soul, and voice cry out their eternal testimony, 
sealed on earth in their blood, the testimony of the salvation wrought 
by God in the Son, the immolated and glorious Lamb. “Salvation 
comes from our God, who is seated on the throne, and from the 
Lamb!” Faith cries out that only God saves us!

Why does the cloud of witnesses before us on earth and before 
God in heaven bear witness to faith, and “only” to faith? Why not to 
charity, hope, truth, justice, or generosity? Certainly, the witnesses 
to faith are also witnesses to all this and still more. But why are they 
expressly witnesses to faith? Why do the New Testament, the apos-
tles, Jesus Himself in the Gospel, insist principally on faith? 

The passage from the Letter to the Hebrews suggests a possible 
answer, or rather, the answer that allows us to understand the nature 
RI�WKLV�IDLWK�WKDW�LV�JLYHQ�WR�XV�DQG�DVNHG�RI�XV�ZLWK�VXFK�LQVLVWHQFH��,W�
WHOOV�XV�WKDW�¿UVW�RI�DOO�ZH�PXVW�ZDON��RU�UDWKHU��run��NHHSLQJ�RXU�H\HV�
¿[HG�RQ�&KULVW��ZKR�LV�WKH�RULJLQ�RI�IDLWK�DQG�OHDGV�LW�WR�IXO¿OOPHQW��

7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�RQO\�E\�¿[LQJ�RXU�H\HV�RQ�&KULVW�GR�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�
something of faith. Actually, not something, but everything: we under-
VWDQG�WKH�RULJLQ�DQG�WKH�IXO¿OOPHQW�RI�IDLWK��DQG�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�WKH�
RULJLQ��WKH�DXWKRU��DQG�WKH�IXO¿OOPHQW��WKH�HQG��WKH�SHUIHFWLRQ��RI�IDLWK�
are Christ Himself, as if faith were the same as Christ. In what sense?

Faith saves

There is a judgment, or rather an announcement that Jesus made to a 
few people whose faith amazed Him; for example, the woman with 

����5Y����±���
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the hemorrhage who believed that just touching the hem of the Lord’s 
mantle would heal her�� or the blind man Bartimeus,39 or the sinful 
woman in the home of Simon the Pharisee who bathed His feet with 
KHU� WHDUV�� NLVVHG� WKHP�DQG�DQRLQWHG� WKHP�ZLWK�SHUIXPH��� or Jairus 
before the resurrection of his daughter,41 or the only one of the ten 
OHSHUV�ZKR�FDPH�EDFN�WR�WKDQN�+LP�42

What did Jesus say to these people whose faith amazed Him? 
Fundamentally, He said the same thing to all of them: “Your faith has 
saved you!”

What does this mean? What saves us? Isn’t it only Christ who 
saves us? Yes! Christ’s words allow us to discover the meaning, the 
YDOXH��WKH�VHQVH�RI�IDLWK��ZKDW�WUXO\�LQWHUHVWV�XV�LQ�IDLWK��DQG�PDNH�XV�
desire faith more than every other thing, more than every other virtue. 
Faith is what opens us to Christ the Savior of life and of the world. 

These words enable us to understand the profundity of another 
DQVZHU�-HVXV�JDYH�WKRVH�ZKR�DVNHG�+LP�IRU�VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�IDLWK��+H�
told the centurion, “You may go, as you have believed, let it be done 
for you,”43 and the two blind men who begged Him to heal them, “Let 
it be done for you according to your faith.”44

Faith is the space in us that corresponds to the event of Christ, to 
Christ who has come and who is present to save us. Faith is an open-
ness in us to the event of Christ, our Savior.

There is nothing more important to understand about faith, about 
what faith is, about what it must mean for us. Faith does not save us: 
faith permits the Savior to save us, to save the world.

Without Christ, without the event of Christ, faith has no content 
and no meaning. Fr. Giussani wrote that “faith, as a real attitude that 
man lives before God, is not something generic: it is faith in Christ, 
the Sign of all signs, the Man through whom the Mystery has revealed 
itself.”45

����&I��0W�����±���
39  &I��0N������±���
����&I��/N�����±���
41  &I��/N�����±���
42  &I��/N������±���
43  0W������
44  Mt 9:29.
45  Giussani, 7R�*LYH�2QH¶V�/LIH�IRU�WKH�:RUN�RI�$QRWKHU, 59.
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And, in *HQHUDWLQJ�7UDFHV�LQ�WKH�+LVWRU\�RI�WKH�:RUOG: “Faith is 
part of the Christian event because it is part of the grace that the event 
represents, part of what it is. Faith belongs to the event because, as 
loving recognition of the presence of something exceptional, it is a 
gift, it is a grace. Just as Christ gives Himself to me in a present event, 
He brings to life within me the capacity for grasping it and recogniz-
ing it in its exceptionality. Thus my freedom accepts that event, and 
DFNQRZOHGJHV�LW��6R�LQ�XV��IDLWK�LV�ERWK�WKH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�H[FHS-
tional that is present and the simple and sincere adherence that says 
‘Yes’ and does not object. Recognition and adherence are part of the 
moment in which the Lord reveals Himself to us through the power 
RI�+LV�6SLULW� >ZH� WDONHG�DERXW� WKLV� ODVW�QLJKW@��7KH\�DUH�SDUW�RI� WKH�
moment when the event of Christ enters our life.”��

The faith of Abraham, the patriarchs, Moses, and the prophets also 
had Christ as its horizon and content. This faith was great, it was enor-
mous, because it was already full of the event of Christ. As Jesus said 
to the Jews: “‘Abraham your father rejoiced to see My day; he saw it 
DQG�ZDV�JODG�¶�6R�WKH�-HZV�VDLG�WR�+LP��µ<RX�DUH�QRW�\HW�¿IW\�\HDUV�
old and you have seen Abraham?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Amen, amen, I 
say to you, before Abraham came to be, I AM.’”�� He did not say He 
had seen Abraham, but that Abraham had seen Him in faith: Abraham 
was full of the event of Christ and of the joy it brings.

%XW�WKHVH�ZRUGV�RI�-HVXV�PDNH�XV�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�³WKH�HYHQW´�WKDW�
faith believes in is not just something that will happen in the future. 
Abraham “saw it and was glad” because his faith saw Christ. The 
event, the salvation to which faith adheres is the person of Christ. 
Abraham saw that Jesus is the “I AM,” the God present who saves. 
)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��-HVXV�DOZD\V�DVNHG�+LV�GLVFLSOHV�IRU�IDLWK�LQ�+LV�SHU-
VRQ�PRUH�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�ZRUNV�+H�GLG��7KH�ZRUNV�+H�GLG�ZHUH�D�UHDVRQ�
or a help for believing, not the content of faith. “Believe Me that I am 
in the Father and the Father is in Me, or else, believe because of the 
ZRUNV�WKHPVHOYHV�´���,W�LV�QRW�D�PDWWHU�RI�EHOLHYLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZRUNV��EXW�
RI�EHOLHYLQJ�LQ�&KULVW�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�ZRUNV�+H�GRHV��

��� �Luigi Giussani, Stefano Alberto, and Javier Prades, *HQHUDWLQJ�7UDFHV� LQ� WKH�+LVWRU\�RI� WKH�
World, WUDQV��3DWULFN�6WHYHQVRQ��0RQWUHDO��0F*LOO�4XHHQ¶V�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV����������������
����-Q�����±���
����Jn 14:11.
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There is a beautiful text of Fr. Giussani’s that I can’t resist reading 
WR�\RX��,W�LV�IURP�������WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�WKH�VSLULWXDO�H[HUFLVHV�RI�WKH�
Charles Péguy Cultural Center in Varigotti. “Let’s discuss, then: how 
GLG�WKH\�EHJLQ�WR�EHOLHYH"�:KDW�PDGH�XS�WKH�HYHQW�WKDW�DZDNHQHG�VXFK�
DQ� LQWHUHVW�� WKDW�FUHDWHG�VXFK�DQ� LPSUHVVLRQ� WKDW�SHRSOH� ULVNHG� WKHP-
VHOYHV�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�ZKDW�ZDV�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKHP��WKDW�SHRSOH�KDG�
IDLWK�EXUQLQJ�LQVLGH�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��WKDW�WKHUH�EHJDQ�WR�EH�&KULVWLDQV�LQ�
WKH�ZRUOG"�:KDW�NLQG�RI�HYHQW�ZDV�LW��ZKDW�ZDV�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKDW�HYHQW"�
7KH\�GLGQ¶W�EHOLHYH�EHFDXVH�RI� WKH�ZD\�&KULVW� VSRNH�� VD\LQJ�FHUWDLQ�
WKLQJV��WKH\�GLGQ¶W�EHOLHYH�EHFDXVH�&KULVW�ZRUNHG�PLUDFOHV��WKH\�GLGQ¶W�
believe because Christ quoted the prophets; they didn’t believe because 
&KULVW�UDLVHG�WKH�GHDG��7KLQN�KRZ�PDQ\�SHRSOH��WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\��KHDUG�
+LP�VSHDN�WKDW�ZD\��KHDUG�+LP�VD\�WKRVH�ZRUGV��VDZ�+LP�GR�WKRVH�
miracles, and the event didn’t happen for them. The event was some-
thing of which the miracles or sermons were components, segments, 
they were factors, but it was something else, something much, much 
more, something so beyond that it gave the words and the miracles their 
meaning. They believed because of what Christ showed Himself to be. 
They believed because of that presence, not for one thing or another 
that He said or did. They believed because of a presence. A presence 
neither transparent nor opaque, not a faceless presence: a presence with 
D�YHU\�VSHFL¿F�IDFH��D�SUHVHQFH�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�ZRUGV��FKDUJHG�ZLWK�D�SUR-
posal. They believed because of a presence charged with a proposal.”49

,I�WKH�ZRUNV�DQG�PLUDFOHV�GR�QRW�OHDG�PH�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�SUHV-
ence of the person of Jesus saves me, and not what He does, even 
UDLVLQJ�SHRSOH�IURP�WKH�GHDG�DQG�PXOWLSO\LQJ�ORDYHV�DQG�¿VKHV��P\�
faith is in vain, my faith is not faith. If I do not believe that Christ is 
risen and that this is what saves my life, whether I live or die,�� I do 
not have faith, or I have a faith made of lovely memories of a great 
SURSKHW�EXW�QRW�D�IDLWK�WKDW�PDNHV�PH�WRXFK�WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�RI�DOO�RI�OLIH��
If Christ is not risen, could we continue to believe in His miracles, as 
we believe that Elijah or Elisha or the saints performed many mira-
cles? What use is it to my life to remember this now? Nothing. Maybe 
LW�ZLOO�PDNH�PH�KRSH�WKDW�VRPH�PLUDFOH�ZLOO�KDSSHQ�VWLOO��ZLOO�KDSSHQ�
49  Giussani, “Introduction to the Spiritual Exercises of the Charles Péguy Cultural Center,” Traces, 
2FWREHU�������³3DJH�2QH�´����
����&I��3KLO������



Exercises of the Fraternity

36

to me, but my life remains abandoned to what it is or is not. Nothing 
saves it now��QRWKLQJ�¿OOV�LW�ZLWK�VHQVH�QRZ��

7DNLQJ�WKH�IRUP�RI�WKH�HYHQW�RI�&KULVW

But if faith is the recognition and opening up to this event, what 
FKDQJH�RI�KXPDQLW\��ZKDW�FKDQJH�LQ�XV�VKRXOG�LW�SURYRNH"�2U�ORRNHG�
DW�QHJDWLYHO\��ZKDW�GR�ZH�ORVH�RI�&KULVW�DQG�RXUVHOYHV�ZKHQ�ZH�ODFN�
faith, when we do not believe, when we do not permit faith to save us, 
when we fail to open ourselves to the event of Christ?

7KLQN�RI�WKH�PDQ\�WLPHV�-HVXV�KDG�WR�UHSURYH�+LV�GLVFLSOHV��+LV�
apostles for not having faith or having faith that was small and meager. 
7KH\�PXVW�KDYH�IHOW�QDNHG��DVKDPHG��XQDEOH�WR�UHVSRQG��OLNH�$GDP�
ZKHQ�*RG�DVNHG�ZKHUH�KH�ZDV� DIWHU� WKH� VLQ�� ,I� KH�KDG�QRW� VLQQHG��
he would have remained in God’s presence, his heart would have 
remained in God’s presence. Adam and Eve hid in their hiding, not 
in the bushes. They hid behind their freedom to refuse the gift of the 
friendship of a present and familiar God, a God of whom they were 
WKH� LPPHGLDWH� LPDJH�� WKH� LPPHGLDWH� UHÀHFWLRQ��2XU� IUHHGRP�KLGHV�
us behind its withdrawal from the loving presence of the Lord. So 
WRR�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�ZKHQ�WKH\�ODFNHG�IDLWK�IRXQG�WKHPVHOYHV�XQFRYHUHG��
OLNH�FKLOGUHQ�KLGLQJ�EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDG�PLVEHKDYHG��OLNH�VPDOO�FKLOGUHQ�
ZKHQ�WKHLU�PRWKHU�ORRNV�DW�WKHP�ZLWK�SUHWHQG�VHYHULW\��ZKR�SXW�WKHLU�
hands in front of their faces and believe they are hidden. In fact, the 
Gospel reports hardly any of the disciples’ reactions to Jesus’s reproof 
IRU� ODFN�RI� IDLWK��RU�KDYLQJ�D�PHDJHU� IDLWK��RU�QRW�\HW�KDYLQJ� IDLWK��
They stood there, frozen, confused, as if they did not even understand 
ZKDW�-HVXV�ZDV�WDONLQJ�DERXW��$QG�-HVXV�ORDGHG�LW�RQ��PDNLQJ�WKHP�
even more uncomfortable. “The pagans and publicans and prostitutes 
have more faith than you who always live with Me, who listen to Me 
VSHDN�DOO�GD\��ZKR�KDYH�VHHQ�KXQGUHGV�RI�PLUDFOHV��$QG�\HW�LI�\RX�KDG�
faith the size of a mustard seed you could move mountains!”51

Jesus did this out of His immense love for them. How could He not 
be exasperated when He saw that they refused to accept from Him, even 

51  &I��0W��������0W��������0N��������/N������
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as they were living with Him, the most precious gift that opened them 
to the gift of everything, to the experience of everything, to commu-
nion with His deepest mystery that transformed everything into good? 
,W� LV� OLNH�D�PRWKHU�VHHLQJ�KHU�FKLOG�UHIXVH� WR�HDW�� UHIXVH� WKH�PLON�VKH�
offers, and thus refuse life. What suffering for Christ to see us refuse 
faith in Him, to see us closed or negligent or, worse, indifferent to the 
gift of opening ourselves to His presence that saves our life, that saves 
the world, not just with a last-minute salvation in extremis, but with 
salvation that saves life as we live it, that saves all of life, that saves it 
not only from death, but from non-life, from living badly; from living 
SHWWLO\��WKRXJKWOHVVO\��VXSHU¿FLDOO\��IURP�OLYLQJ�ZLWKRXW�OLYLQJ��MXVW�WR�
VXUYLYH��ZLWKRXW� DVNLQJ� IRU�PRUH� IURP� OLIH� LQ� OLIH�� IURP� OLYLQJ�ZLWK-
RXW�GHVLULQJ�WKH�LQ¿QLWH��:KDW�SDLQ�IRU�&KULVW�DQG�IRU�*RG�WKH�)DWKHU��
what groaning of the Holy Spirit, to see us refuse the fullness of life for 
which we were created! And this to grasp a piece of fruit eaten in a few 
minutes, for satisfaction that ends after thirty seconds, to accumulate 
victories that disappoint us when we are still lifting up the trophy to the 
acclamation of the crowd, of the world. 

With what pain must Jesus have said to the Pharisees, “The Father 
ZKR�VHQW�0H�KDV�WHVWL¿HG�RQ�0\�EHKDOI��%XW�\RX�KDYH�QHYHU�KHDUG�+LV�
voice nor seen His form, and you do not have His word remaining in 
you, because you do not believe in the one whom He has sent. You 
VHDUFK�WKH�VFULSWXUHV�EHFDXVH�\RX�WKLQN�\RX�KDYH�HWHUQDO�OLIH�WKURXJK�
them; even they testify on my behalf. But you do not want to come to 
me to have life.”52

³:KHQ�WKH�6RQ�RI�0DQ�FRPHV��ZLOO�KH�¿QG�IDLWK�RQ�HDUWK"´�

Christ’s pain was such that He wept over Jerusalem because she did 
not believe, because she did not accept the gift of His salvation.

“As He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, saying ‘If this 
GD\�\RX�RQO\�NQRZ�ZKDW�PDNHV�IRU�SHDFH±EXW�QRZ�LW�LV�KLGGHQ�IURP�
your eyes. For the days are coming upon you when your enemies 
will raise a palisade against you; they will encircle you and hem you 

52  -Q�����±���
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in on all sides They will dash you to the ground and your children 
within you, and they will not leave one stone upon another within you 
because you did not recognize the time of your visitation.’”53

Jesus did not weep because Jerusalem would be destroyed, because 
she would die. He wept because she refused life, the life that visited 
her in Him, the Son of God come into the world so that it could have 
life in Him. Jesus wept because Jerusalem did not welcome the gift 
of faith, the gift of recognizing the visitation of God, the presence of 
God who comes for us. Jerusalem did not embrace Jesus as Simeon 
did, did not exult at having been visited by the Lord. “The Word 
EHFDPH�ÀHVK�DQG�PDGH�+LV�GZHOOLQJ�DPRQJ�XV�´54 wrote Saint John at 
the beginning of his Gospel, but he also wrote, “He came to what was 
His own, but His own people did not accept Him.”55 What a loss, what 
ruin in not accepting Christ, not having faith in Christ! Why? Because 
“to those who did accept Him He gave power to become children of 
God, to those who believe in His name.”�� 

The importance of faith lies entirely in the importance of the event 
of Christ for us. Those who believe in the name of Christ, that is, in 
His presence, become by grace children of God. They are given the 
WRWDO�IXO¿OOPHQW�RI�WKHLU�KXPDQLW\��WKH�IXO¿OOPHQW�WKDW�$GDP�DQG�(YH�
ZDQWHG� WR� WDNH�DZD\� IURP�*RG�E\�KLGLQJ�� LQVWHDG�RI�ZHOFRPLQJ� LW�
from His love and His presence.

For this reason, because He yearns to give us this, which is every-
thing for us, which would be everything, because He is dying to give 
us this, Jesus at a certain point stopped, as if seized by a sudden worry, 
DQ�XQH[SHFWHG�DQ[LHW\��DQG�DVNHG��³%XW�ZKHQ�WKH�6RQ�RI�0DQ�FRPHV��
ZLOO�KH�¿QG�IDLWK�RQ�HDUWK"´��

-HVXV¶V�TXHVWLRQ�DOZD\V�OHDYHV�XV�XQHDV\��:H�DVN�ZKDW�LW�FDQ�PHDQ��
ZKDW�MXGJPHQW�RQ�KLVWRU\�LW�UHSUHVHQWV��,W�PDNHV�XV�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�
the problem of the end of the world will not be a galactic catastrophe 
RU�JUHDW�SHVWLOHQFH��ZDUV�RU�HDUWKTXDNHV��WKH�SUREOHP�RI�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�
ZRUOG�ZLOO�EH�VRPHWKLQJ�PXFK�PRUH�KXPDQ��PRUH�LQKHUHQW�LQ�XV±RXU�

53  /N������±���
54  Jn 1:14.
55  Jn 1:11.
����Jn 1:12.
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KHDUW��RXU�IUHHGRP��,W�LV�DV�LI�-HVXV�SUHGLFWHG�WKDW�DW�+LV�¿QDO�FRPLQJ��
WKH�3DURXVLD�� WKH� ULVN� LV� WKDW� WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�QRERG\�ZDLWLQJ� IRU�+LP�
saying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”��

7KLV� VHHPV� OLNH� UHDGLQJ� WKH� ELWWHU� OLQH� LQ� 3ULPR� /HYL¶V� DXWREL-
ographical The Truce, in which he recounted his complicated return 
to Italy after being freed from Auschwitz: “The house was standing, 
all the family alive, no one expected me.”59 

But if Jesus’s question only concerned the end of the world, I could 
shrug and say it does not concern me. “The older I get, the smaller the 
chances the world will end during my life. Others will answer Jesus’s 
TXHVWLRQ��DQG�ZKR�NQRZV�ZKHQ�"´�,QVWHDG��WKH�XQHDVH�WKDW�WKH�TXHV-
WLRQ�SURYRNHV�LQ�XV��SHUKDSV�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�LQ�DQG�RI�LWVHOI��
UHVXOWV�IURP�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�-HVXV�DVNV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�DQG�FDQQRW�DQVZHU�
it, cannot foresee what will happen at the end of the world, He who 
NQRZV�HYHU\WKLQJ��+H�ZKR�IRUHVHHV�HYHU\WKLQJ��7KLV�IDFW�SURYHV�WR�XV�
that this question concerns us and that each of us is called to respond. 
This question wounds my freedom and I must answer it. When the 
ZRUOG�HQGV�IRU�PH��ZLOO�&KULVW�¿QG�IDLWK"�%XW�DOVR��ZKHQ�WKH�ZKROH�
ZRUOG�HQGV��ZLOO�&KULVW�¿QG�IDLWK�LQ�PH"�

7KH�IDFW�WKDW�-HVXV�VDLG�HOVHZKHUH�WKDW�WKH�6RQ�GRHV�QRW�NQRZ�ZKHQ�
the end will happen���DQG�WKDW�+H�DVNHG�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�DERXW�RXU�IDLWK�
ZLWKRXW�JLYLQJ�+LPVHOI�DQ�DQVZHU��PDNHV�XV�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�WKH�HQG�
of the world, in addition to the glorious coming of Christ, also depends 
RQ�RXU�IDLWK��EHFDXVH�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�PRUH�WKDQ�D�¿QDO�SRLQW�RI�WKH�
FRVPRV�DQG�KLVWRU\��ZLOO�EH�WKH�IXO¿OOPHQW��WKH�JRDO�RI�WKH�FRVPRV�DQG�
KLVWRU\��7KLV�IXO¿OOPHQW�ZLOO�QRW�EH�³RQO\´�&KULVW��EXW�&KULVW�DFNQRZO-
HGJHG�DQG�GHVLUHG�DV�WKH�IXO¿OOPHQW�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ��2QO\�IDLWK�FDQ�HQDEOH�
WKLV��7KLQN�RI�WKH�LQWHQVLW\�ZLWK�ZKLFK�WKH�VDLQWV�DZDLWHG�WKLV�IXO¿OOPHQW�
DQG�GHVLUHG�WKLV�HQG�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��WKLV�IXO¿OOPHQW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��7KDQNV�
be to God, their faith prayed for and desired it for all of humanity as 
well. Faith is the cry, “Come, Lord Jesus!,” expressed in every moment 
DQG�FLUFXPVWDQFH��ZKLFK�RSHQV�WR�WKH�IXO¿OOPHQW�WKDW�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�
Christ gives to life, time, things, everything. 

����5Y�������
59  Primo Levi, The Truce, in 7KH�&RPSOHWH�:RUNV�RI�3ULPR�/HYL��YRO���� �1HZ�<RUN��/LYHULJKW�
3XEOLVKLQJ�&RUSRUDWLRQ��������������
����&I��0W��������
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7R�GLH�ZLWK�WRWDO�IDLWK

If this is true, then faith, my faith, our faith, concerns the whole world, 
even all of humanity that is unconscious of or indifferent to Christ. 
For this reason, we need this cloud of witnesses who lives this faith 
for and with us in order for us to grow in it. 

,�DOZD\V�WKLQN�RI�DQ�H[SUHVVLRQ�WKDW�%LVKRS�(XJHQLR�&RUHFFR��P\�IDWKHU�
in the life of faith, used in a letter to me seven months before he died: “Let us 
FRQWLQXH�LQ�DQ\�FDVH�>KH�KDG�MXVW�VSRNHQ�RI�SUD\HU�IRU�KLV�KHDOLQJ@�WR�SUD\�¿UVW�
of all to die with total faith, because this is and remains the greatest grace.”��

He wrote to a nun in the same terms: “The enemy’s temptation is 
UHHPHUJLQJ�DQG�RQFH�DJDLQ�,�IHHO�KRZ�GLI¿FXOW�LW�LV�ZLWKRXW�WRWDO�IDLWK�
to go to the Lord not only with resignation, which is truly little, but 
with joy. If He loves me, I pray He will give me this last grace because 
LW�LV�LPPHQVHO\�PRUH�YDOXDEOH�WKDQ�OLIH��,W�LV�DOO�KHUH���3VDOP�������´��

To die, to go to the Lord with total faith as the greatest grace that 
LV�ZRUWK�PRUH�WKDQ�OLIH±WKLV�³WRWDO�IDLWK´�LV�ZKDW�&KULVW�ZLOO�FRPH�WR�
VHHN�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�RXU�OLYHV�DQG�RI�WKDW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��

But what does “total faith” mean? In what sense can faith be total? 
Was this how old Simeon died after having recognized and embraced 
-HVXV"�,V�WKLV�KRZ�3DXO�GLHG��LI�ZH�WKLQN�RI�ZKDW�KH�ZURWH�7LPRWK\"�
³)RU�,�DP�DOUHDG\�EHLQJ�SRXUHG�RXW�OLNH�D�OLEDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�WLPH�RI�P\�
GHSDUWXUH�LV�DW�KDQG��,�KDYH�FRPSHWHG�ZHOO��,�KDYH�¿QLVKHG�WKH�UDFH��,�
KDYH�NHSW�WKH�IDLWK��)URP�QRZ�RQ�WKH�FURZQ�RI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�DZDLWV�PH��
which the Lord, the last judge, will award to me on that day, and not 
only to me, but to all who have longed for His appearance.”��

We see that in Saint Paul and in Bishop Corecco the sense of death 
has the dimensions of Parousia: it is going to the Lord who is coming, 

����(XJHQLR�&RUHFFR��³/HWWHUD�GHO����JLXJQR������>/HWWHU�RI�-XQH���������@�´�LQ�$QWRQLHWWD�0RUHWWL��
Eugenio Corecco: la grazia di una vita >(XJHQLR�&RUHFFR��7KH�JUDFH�RI�D�OLIH@��6LHQD��&DQWDJDOOL��
�����������
����(XJHQLR�&RUHFFR��³/HWWHUD�GHO���JLXJQR������>/HWWHU�RI�-XQH��������@�´�LQ�$VVRFLD]LRQH�,QWHU-
QD]LRQDOH�$PLFL�GL�(XJHQLR�&RUHFFR��9HVFRYR�GL�/XJDQR�>,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�)ULHQGV�
of Eugenio Corecco, bishop of Lugano], in “L’Epistolario: ‘Farsi ricostituire dallo Spirito San-
WR�¶�/HWWHUH�GL�(XJHQLR�&RUHFFR�DL�FRQWHPSODWLYL�´�>$OORZLQJ�\RXUVHOI�WR�EH�UHVWRUHG�E\�WKH�+RO\�
Spirit, letters of Eugenio Corecco to contemplatives] ed. Mauro-Giuseppe Lepori, Bollettino no. 
��������������
������7P����±��
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going to Him “with joy” as Corecco wrote, or “with love,” as Saint Paul 
wrote. Everything is summarized in faith, as it was with old Simeon.

However, we understand that there will not be total faith at the end 
of our life and at the end of the world if faith does not begin to be here 
DQG�QRZ�WKH�WKLQJ�LQ�XV� WKDW�JRHV�WRZDUG�WKH�/RUG�ZKR�FRPHV±RXU�
openness to His presence and our desire to encounter Him, love Him, 
DQG�HPEUDFH�+LP�QRZ��+RZ�FDQ�ZH�QRW�WKLQN�RI�6DLQW�3DXO¶V�H[WUDRU-
dinarily succinct line to the Galatians? “For through the law I died to 
WKH�ODZ��WKDW�,�PLJKW�OLYH�IRU�*RG��,�KDYH�EHHQ�FUXFL¿HG�ZLWK�&KULVW��
yet I live, no longer I, but Christ lives in me insofar as I now live in 
WKH�ÀHVK��,�OLYH�E\�IDLWK�LQ�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�ZKR�KDV�ORYHG�PH�DQG�JLYHQ�
Himself up for me.”��

As I began preparing these lessons, I was constantly besieged 
by various questions and problems concerning my order or other 
people or realities (this is always the case, but that was a quite dra-
matic moment for me). Often, these are problems I feel helpless to 
deal with because of the more or less sincere freedom of the people 
LQYROYHG��7KLV�RIWHQ�PDNHV�PH�IHHO�VDG��LUULWDWHG��DQG�WURXEOHG��%XW�
PHGLWDWLQJ�RQ�IDLWK�ZKLOH�,�ZDV�VWUXJJOLQJ�XQVXFFHVVIXOO\�WR�¿QG�D�
solution to a situation that had deteriorated, which saddened me, 
suddenly I understood that Jesus’s question about the end of the 
ZRUOG�ZDV�RQH�,�KDG�WR�DVN�P\VHOI� LPPHGLDWHO\��ULJKW� WKHUH�LQ�WKH�
midst of that complicated and intricate question I had to face. And I 
DVNHG�P\VHOI��³'R�,�KDYH�IDLWK"�$P�,�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKLV�FLUFXPVWDQFH�
¿UVW�RI�DOO�ZLWK�IDLWK��EHIRUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�RWKHU�SRVLWLRQV��GHFLVLRQV��
DQG� VROXWLRQV"´� ,Q� WKLV�ZD\�� ,�EHJDQ� WR� IHHO� -HVXV¶V�¿QDO�TXHVWLRQ�
posed to me by everything, in everything, by everyone, always. 
What becomes of my faith when I am calmly spending time with 
VRPHRQH��RU�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�GDLO\�WDVNV��RU�DP�WLUHG�IURP�D�GD\¶V�ZRUN��
RU�ZKHQ�,�UHDG�DQ�HPDLO��ZKHQ�,�DQVZHU� LW��ZKHQ�,�SUHSDUH�D� WDON��
ZKHQ�,�JR�WR�FKXUFK�WR�SUD\��ZKHQ�,�WDON�DW�WKH�WDEOH��ZKHQ�,�ZDWFK�
WKH�QHZV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��RI�WKH�ZDU�LQ�8NUDLQH��HWF�"�,Q�DOO�WKLV��ZKHQ�
-HVXV�FRPHV��GRHV�+H�¿QG�IDLWK�LQ�PH"�

Life continually poses us questions from everyone and about 
HYHU\WKLQJ��(YHQ�WKRVH�ZKR�DVN�QRWKLQJ�RI�XV�DFWXDOO\�TXHVWLRQ�XV��

����*DO�����±���
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(YHU\WKLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�RXU�³,�´�HYHU\WKLQJ�DVNV��³:KDW�DUH�\RX�OLNH�LQ�
IURQW�RI�PH"�:KR�DUH�\RX"�:KDW�GH¿QHV�\RX�LQ�IURQW�RI�PH"´

Jesus tells us that the only adequate answer, the only one that truly 
responds, the only one that is responsible, the only one that corre-
sponds to all of reality, to the reality that from the moment that I am 
H[SHULHQFLQJ�JRHV�DOO�WKH�ZD\�WR�+LP�ZKR�PDNHV�LW�DQG�ZLOO�FRPH�WR�
MXGJH�LW��WKH�RQO\�IDFH�WKDW�DGHTXDWHO\�GH¿QHV�XV�LQ�IURQW�RI�DOO�RI�OLIH�
and all of reality, is faith, only faith.

You understand that it is something very important, vital, with-
out which, when the moment of truth comes; that is, when all of our 
reality will be face to face with the glorious Lord, and His eyes will 
UHÀHFW�DOO�WKH�UHDOLW\�ZH�ZLOO�KDYH�HQFRXQWHUHG�DQG�H[SHULHQFHG��LI�ZH�
GR�QRW�KDYH� IDLWK�ZH�ZLOO� EH� VWXSH¿HG��ZRUGOHVV��ZLWKRXW� DQ\WKLQJ�
in our hands, without the ability to say “I” because we are incapable 
of saying “You.” Without faith we will not be able to mumble even 
a word of repentance, a prayer for forgiveness! Our sin is not what 
PDNHV�XV�DVN�WKH�)DWKHU�IRU�PHUF\��LW�LV�IDLWK��WKH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�WKDW�PD\�
occur only in extremis��WKDW�*RG�LV�WKH�RQH�ORYH�WKDW�FDQ�IXO¿OO�P\�OLIH�

)DLWK�LV�SUD\HU�WR�&KULVW

7KLV� H[DP�� WKLV� ¿QDO� MXGJPHQW�PD\� FDXVH� XV� WR� H[SHULHQFH� WHUURU��
Actually, the question is whether there will be faith on earth. In the 
*RVSHO�RI�/XNH�WKLV�LV�QRW�D�MXPS��LW�LV�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI�D�SDUDEOH�RQ�
prayer, on insistent and trusting entreaty. “Then He told them a par-
able about the necessity to pray always without becoming weary. He 
said, ‘There was a judge in a certain town who neither feared God nor 
respected any human being. And a widow in that town used to come 
to him and say, “Render a just decision for me against my adversary.” 
For a long time the judge was unwilling, but eventually he thought, 
“while it is true that I neither fear God nor respect any human being, 
EHFDXVH� WKLV�ZLGRZ�NHHSV�ERWKHULQJ�PH� ,� VKDOO� GHOLYHU� D� MXVW�GHFL-
VLRQ�IRU�KHU�OHVW�VKH�¿QDOO\�FRPH�DQG�VWULNH�PH�´�7KH�/RUG�VDLG��µ3D\�
attention to what the dishonest judge says. Will not God then secure 
the rights of His chosen ones who call out to him day and night? Will 
He be slow to answer them? I tell you, He will see to it that justice is 
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GRQH�IRU�WKHP�VSHHGLO\��%XW�ZKHQ�WKH�6RQ�RI�0DQ�FRPHV��ZLOO�+H�¿QG�
faith on earth?’”��

&KULVW�DVNV�DQG�GHPDQGV�IDLWK�RI�XV��DQG�HYHQ�ZDQWV�LW�WR�EH�JUHDW��
EHFDXVH�IXQGDPHQWDOO\�IDLWK�LV�HQWUHDW\��EHJJLQJ��LQVLVWHQFH�LQ�DVNLQJ��
,Q�DVNLQJ�IRU�IDLWK�IURP�XV��&KULVW�LV�DVNLQJ�XV�IRU�SUD\HU��,Q�ZDLWLQJ�
for our faith, Christ waits for our expectancy. 

6R��ZKHQ�WKH�6RQ�RI�0DQ�FRPHV��ZLOO�+H�¿QG�HQWUHDW\�RQ�HDUWK��ZLOO�
+H�¿QG�SUD\HU��ZLOO�+H�¿QG�WKRVH�ZKR�DVN�IRU�+LV�FRPLQJ"�:LOO�+H�
¿QG�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�QRW�VWRSSHG�HFKRLQJ�WKH�FU\�RI�WKH�6SLULW�DQG�WKH�
Bride, the Church, that is practically the last word in the Apocalypse, 
and thus of the whole Bible: “Come, Lord Jesus”?��

So, you understand that having faith, being people of faith who are 
solid in faith in front of life, even when it is stormy and threatening, is not 
a question of strength and power, or of valorous virtue. It is a question of 
SRYHUW\��RI�SRYHUW\�RI�VSLULW��EHFDXVH�WKH�SRRU�SHUVRQ�DVNV�DQG�EHJV��

Without faith we are inadequate in front of life, because without 
IDLWK�ZH�DVN�IRU�DGHTXDF\�IURP�RXUVHOYHV�RU�RWKHUV�DV�D�GHPDQG��WKDW�
LV��ZH�DVN�IRU�LW�ZKHUH�LW�GRHV�QRW�H[LVW�

:LWK� IDLWK�� DGHTXDF\� LV� DVNHG�RI�*RG�� LW� LV� JUDFH� DVNHG� IRU� DQG�
welcomed, and so it can also be a miraculous adequacy, an adequacy 
that is otherwise impossible because it comes from God.

:LWKRXW� IDLWK��ZH� DVN� IRU� QRWKLQJ� DQG� VR�ZH� OLYH� HYHU\WKLQJ� DV�
LI�LW�ZHUH�RXUV�DQG�RXU�ZRUN��:LWKRXW�IDLWK��QRWKLQJ�LV�JLIW��QRWKLQJ�
LV� JUDFH�� DQG� VR� QRWKLQJ� DPD]HV� XV�� HYHU\WKLQJ� LV� WDNHQ� IRU� JUDQW-
ed, everything becomes tedious, tires us, even the greatest and most 
EHDXWLIXO�WKLQJV�RI�KXPDQ�H[SHULHQFH�OLNH�\RXU�EHORYHG��\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�
DQG�IDPLO\��\RXU�IHOORZ�UHOLJLRXV��ZRUN��FHOHEUDWLRQV�

7KLV�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�EHOLHYLQJ�DV�SUD\LQJ��WKLV�UHPLQGV�PH�RI�WKH�
theological principle Lex orandi, lex credendi�>7KH�ODZ�RI�SUD\HU�LV�WKH�
law of faith”])�� does not empty faith of all its theological and moral 
principles, but it does empty it of all our claims that we produce these 
SULQFLSOHV�� WKDW� RQO\�ZH� XQGHUVWDQG� WKHP�� WKDW� RQO\�ZH� NQRZ� WKHP��
(YHU\WKLQJ�LQ�IDLWK�LV�D�SUD\HU�RI�HQWUHDW\��HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�DVNHG��DQG�VR�

����/N�����±��
����&I��5Y�����������
��� �“The law of prayer is the law of faith: the Church believes as she prays.” Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, no. 1124. Available at KWWSV���ZZZ�YDWLFDQ�YD�DUFKLYH�(1*�����BB3���+70
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everything in faith is given, is grace. For this reason, fundamentally, the 
content of faith is the love of God: it is faith in the love of God. 

7KXV��LW�EHFRPHV�HDVLHU�WR�DVN�ZKHWKHU�ZH�KDYH�IDLWK�RU�QRW��HDVLHU�
WR�YHULI\�ZKHWKHU�ZH�DUH�LQ�IURQW�RI�OLIH�ZLWK�IDLWK�RU�QRW��/HW¶V�DVN�RXU-
VHOYHV�ZKHWKHU�ZH�DVN��ZKHWKHU�ZH�SUD\��ZKHWKHU�ZH�OLYH�DVNLQJ�IRU�
HYHU\WKLQJ�IURP�WKH�/RUG�ZKR�PDNHV�XV��EHJJLQJ�IRU�HYHU\WKLQJ��7KHUH�
LV�QR�FRQIHVVLRQ�RI�IDLWK�PRUH�ULJKWHRXV�DQG�RUWKRGR[�WKDQ�WR�DFNQRZO-
HGJH��DVNLQJ�IRU�HYHU\WKLQJ��WKDW�*RG�LV�ORYH�DQG�WKH�WRWDO�VXEVWDQFH�RI�
our beings, as He is for everyone and everything. Everything comes 
IURP�+LP��HYHU\WKLQJ� LV�DQ�RYHUÀRZLQJ�RI�+LV�)DWKHU¶V� ORYH�IRU� WKH�
Son in the Holy Spirit, so there is no confession of faith more pleasing 
WR�*RG�WKDQ�WR�SUD\�WR�+LP�DV�RXU�)DWKHU��DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�+LP�DV�RXU�
good Father. There is no confession of faith that is more right and true 
than the Our Father prayed with Christ, because He gives it to us. 

:KDW�GRHV�-HVXV�FKDQJH�LQ�OLIH"

If faith is essentially faith in Jesus Christ, what essential, vital thing 
GRHV�IDLWK�DVN�IRU��LI�QRW�-HVXV�&KULVW�+LPVHOI��+LV�SUHVHQFH�WKDW�IXO-
¿OOV�WKH�KHDUW�DQG�OLIH�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�PHQ"

A friend who is a mother, grandmother, and catechist wrote me 
DERXW�D�SRZHUIXO�SURYRFDWLRQ�VKH�UHFHLYHG�IURP�D�¿IWK�JUDGH�JLUO�ZKR�
DVNHG�KHU��³:KDW�LI�-HVXV�ZDVQ¶W�ERUQ"�:KDW�LI�+H�LVQ¶W�SUHVHQW"�:KDW�
would change in our life?”

This is truly a challenge to faith. In fact, my catechist friend wrote me, 
³:KDW�DQ�LQFUHGLEOH�SURYRFDWLRQ��7KLV�JLUO�IRUFHG�PH�WR�DVN�P\VHOI�WKH�
question that surprisingly we are also studying in School of Community: 
IDLWK�DV�DGKHUHQFH�WR�WKDW�DFNQRZOHGJHG�SUHVHQFH�ZKRVH�FRQFUHWH�LPSDFW�
on all aspects of life we recognize. The power of children is that they’re 
not expecting a theological answer: they want facts in hand! This forced 
PH�WR�GLJ�GRZQ�LQVLGH�P\VHOI�WR�¿QG�WKH�DQVZHU��QRW�GLJJLQJ�LQ�WKH�VHQVH�
WKDW�,�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW� WR�VD\��EXW� LQ� WKH�VHQVH� WKDW�,�KDG�WR�EHJLQ� WR�
H[FOXGH�DOO�WKH�VXSHUÀXRXV�DQVZHUV�WKDW�FDPH�WR�PH�LQVWLQFWLYHO\�WR�JHW�WR�
the core of the question: Jesus, are you truly indispensable to my living?”

0\�IULHQG�FRQWLQXHG��³/RRNLQJ�IRU�DQ�DQVZHU�OHG�PH�WR�DQ�LQWHQVH�
personal conversation with Him because I rediscovered that the only 
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answer is a presence present in this moment that embraces me now, 
entirely, just as I am. ‘Now I need You!’ And I end up crying to Him: 
‘Jesus, don’t abandon me!’”

6R�WKHQ��IDLWK�LV�QRW� WHVWL¿HG�WR�ZLWKRXW�&KULVW��QRW�RQO\�ZLWKRXW�
Christ as the content of faith, but without Christ present, recognized 
KHUH�DQG�QRZ�E\�IDLWK��E\� WKH�H\HV�RI�IDLWK� WKDW�¿[�XSRQ�+LP��7KH�
TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�WKLV�OLWWOH�¿IWK�JUDGHU�IRUPXODWHG�VR�ZHOO��ZLWK�VXFK�WUXWK��
is the burning question, often tacit or badly formulated, that the whole 
ZRUOG�DVNV�DQG�WKDW�&KULVW�+LPVHOI�DVNV�XV�

What does the event of Christ, His presence, change in my life? 
,¶YH�DVNHG�P\VHOI�WKLV�DJDLQ�LQ�WKHVH�ZHHNV�RI�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SDV-
sion, death, and resurrection of the Lord. What does Easter change 
in my life? What sign, what conclusion, does it leave? There is a 
PLVWDNHQ�DQG�VWHULOH�ZD\�WR�DVN�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ��ZKLFK�LV�WR�H[DPLQH�
\RXUVHOI�PRUDOLVWLFDOO\�� VHQWLPHQWDOO\�� RU� LQWHOOHFWXDOO\�� ,W� LV� OLNH� D�
PRWKHU�ZKR�GXULQJ�SUHJQDQF\�RQO\�WKLQNV�RI�KRZ�VKH�LV�FKDQJLQJ��
how her form is changing, her weight, how her strength is changing, 
DQG�GRHV�QRW�WKLQN�DERXW�WKH�FKLOG��WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�FKLOG�JURZLQJ�
in her. My catechist friend grasped the heart of the question, the true 
LVVXH�DW�VWDNH��7KH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�&KULVW�LQ�RXU�OLIH�LV�¿UVW�
of all, essentially, the presence of Christ. If I have to change some-
thing in myself, it is that I feel, experience, and suffer how much 
He is necessary to me, how much I miss Christ if He is not there or 
LI�,�GR�QRW�SD\�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�+LP��DQG�KRZ�+LV�SUHVHQFH�¿OOV�P\�OLIH��
gives it meaning and beauty. 

Yes, what changes life is that the presence of the Lord is there. What 
changes life radically is the fact that He is present, so that in a personal 
relationship with Him you understand what changes or does not change 
in your life from the fact that Christ is there or not. This personal rela-
tionship is that recognition, saying “You” to Christ, which enables me 
WR�UHDOL]H�WKDW�+H�LV�DOUHDG\�VD\LQJ�³\RX´�WR�PH�HYHQ�EHIRUH�,�NQRZ�LW��
as happened to the disciples of Emmaus who, even without recognizing 
+LP��GXULQJ�WKH�HQWLUH�MRXUQH\�ORRNLQJ�DW�DQG�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�WKLV�SLOJULP�LQ�
the evening twilight, later realized that they had already perceived Him, 
WKDW�WKHLU�OLIH�KDG�DOUHDG\�FKDQJHG��KDG�WDNHQ�QHZ�IRUP��WKDW�LW�EXUQHG�
LQ�WKHP�OLNH�D�¿UH�WKDW�DOORZHG�WKHLU�KHDUW�WR�FU\�³<28�´�HYHQ�EHIRUH�
their consciousness could call Him by name. 
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7KLV�PDNHV�PH�WKLQN�RI�WKH�FRPPHQW�6DLQW�*UHJRU\�WKH�*UHDW�PDGH�
RQ�-HVXV¶V�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�0DU\�0DJGDOHQH��LQ�KLV�WZHQW\�¿IWK�KRP-
ily on the Gospels. He has Jesus tell Mary Magdalene, “Recognize 
therefore the one who recognizes you.”�� It is as if He said to her: 
“Say ‘You’ to Him who says ‘you’ to you!” 

$�FRXSOH�RI�ZHHNV�DJR�,�KDG�GLQQHU�ZLWK�P\�GHDU�IULHQG�&DUUDV�LQ�
Madrid, and I met his wife Jone, who told me how she experienced 
the grave illness that left her paralyzed for months. In just a few 
hours she found herself immobilized and intubated, only capable 
of seeing and listening. She said “You” to Christ: she began say-
ing “You” to Christ and this immediately gave her a sense of her 
substance, the dignity of her being created and loved by God. This 
VHQVH� KDV� QHYHU� OHIW� KHU�� DQG� KDV� GH¿QHG� KHU�PRUH� WKDQ� DQ\WKLQJ�
HOVH��6KH�WROG�XV�WKDW�WKRXJK�KHU�GRFWRUV�FRXOG�QRW�VSHDN�ZLWK�KHU��
VLPSO\�E\�ORRNLQJ�DW�KRZ�VKH�ZDV��WKH\�UHFRJQL]HG�WKDW�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�
of everything she had a strength and peace that the other patients did 
not have: it was faith.

)DLWK�WKDW�LQIRUPV�OLIH

7KLV�LV�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�IDLWK��2QO\�LI�IDLWK�LV�WKH�DFNQRZO-
edgment of a “presence present in this moment,” as our catechist 
IULHQG�ZURWH��D�SUHVHQFH�WR�ZKRP�\RX�VD\�³<RX´�OLNH�-RQH��DQFKRUHG�
to this “You” as the substance of all of life, who saves you even when 
everything is lost, only if faith is this does it become a wellspring, the 
shining fulcrum of a life truly transformed by Christ and that trans-
IRUPV�DOO�RI�UHDOLW\�IURP�ZLWKLQ��)DLWK�LV�JLYHQ�WR�XV�DQG�DVNHG�RI�XV�LQ�
order to restore to all of reality the substance that is lost when we are 
IDU�IURP�+LP�ZKR�PDNHV�LW�

(YHU�VLQFH�P\�WHHQ�\HDUV��ZKHQ�,�UHDG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�The Diary 
of a Country Priest by Georges Bernanos, I have been accompanied 
by a thought that the priest who is the protagonist wrote in the midst 
RI�WKH�WULDO�KH�ZDV�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�LQ�KLV�VLFN�ERG\��LQ�KLV�FRPSOLFDWHG�
����Pope Saint Gregory the Great, “Homily 25 on the Gospels,” 25:5. In Patristic Bible Commentary 
(website). Available at https://sites.google.com/site/aquinasstudybible/home/gospel-of-john-com-
mentary/gregory-the-great-homily-25-on-the-gospels
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UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�KLV�ÀRFN��DQG�LQ�KLV�VSLULW�WKDW�ZDV�GRLQJ�EDWWOH�ZLWK�
D�KLGGHQ�*RG�ZKR�NHSW�KLP�LQ�WKH�DJRQ\�RI�*HWKVHPDQH�

He wrote in his Diary, “No, I have not lost my faith! This expression ‘to 
ORVH�RQH¶V�IDLWK�¶�DV�RQH�PLJKW�D�SXUVH�RU�D�ULQJ�RI�NH\V��KDV�DOZD\V�VHHPHG�
to me rather foolish. It must be one of those sayings of bourgeois piety, a 
OHJDF\�RI�WKRVH�ZUHWFKHG�SULHVWV�RI�WKH�HLJKWHHQWK�FHQWXU\�ZKR�WDONHG�VR�
much. Faith is not a thing which one ‘loses,’ we merely cease to shape our 
OLYHV�E\�LW��>«@�$Q�HGXFDWHG�PDQ�PD\�FRPH�E\�GHJUHHV�WR�WXFN�DZD\�KLV�
IDLWK�LQ�VRPH�EDFN�FRUQHU�RI�KLV�EUDLQ��ZKHUH�KH�FDQ�¿QG�LW�DJDLQ�RQ�UHÀHF-
tion, by an effort of memory: yet even if he feels a tender regret for what 
no longer exists and might have been, the term ‘faith’ would nevertheless 
EH�LQDSSOLFDEOH�WR�VXFK�DQ�DEVWUDFWLRQ��QR�PRUH�OLNH�UHDO�IDLWK��WR�XVH�D�YHU\�
ZHOO�ZRUQ�VLPLOH��WKDQ�WKH�FRQVWHOODWLRQ�RI�&\JQXV�LV�OLNH�D�VZDQ�´��

“Faith is not a thing which one ‘loses,’ we merely cease to shape 
>LQIRUP@�RXU�OLYHV�E\�LW�´�7KDW�LV��LW�FHDVHV�WR�IRUP�OLIH�IURP�ZLWKLQ��
To inform, etymologically, before the banal meaning of “give news,” 
means “give form to” or to “form from within.”

This helps us to understand the true problem of today’s crisis of 
faith in the Christian people and in contemporary women and men, 
the children of centuries of abstract or moralistic faith detached from 
reality and reason. This also helps us to become conscious of how 
RXU� IDLWK� LV� WR� EH� IRXQG� DJDLQ� DQG� UHYLYHG� LQ� XV� LQ� WKH� QRRNV� DQG�
crannies of our life and consciousness, where we have relegated it. 
As Bernanos said, we have not lost it but we have set it aside in the 
storage area for useless things whose contents we do not throw away 
but have no idea what use they may have or what to do with them. 

The fact is that faith serves to inform life and give it form; you 
understand what faith serves for only when it informs life, only when 
LW�JLYHV�OLIH�D�IRUP�WKDW�RQO\�IDLWK�FDQ�JLYH�LW��6HWWLQJ�DVLGH�IDLWK�PDNHV�
it useless. It does not become useless because it is no longer useful 
in and of itself but because we set it aside. A faith set aside no longer 
has a place from which it can inform life, give form to life and thus 
transform the world.

Regina Coeli

����Georges Bernanos, The Diary of a Country Priest��WUDQV��3DPHOD�0RUULV������������

Saturday morning
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+2/<�0$66
5HDGLQJV��6DWXUGD\�RI�WKH�2FWDYH�RI�(DVWHU��<HDU�$��$FWV�����±����3VDOP������0DUN�����±��

homily of his eminence cardinal kevin joseph farrell
prefect of the dicastery for the laity, family and life

Dear brothers and sisters, in this octave of Easter we still experi-
ence the fullness of light, peace and joy that emanates from Jesus 
&KULVW¶V�YLFWRU\�RYHU�GHDWK��7KH�*RVSHO�ZH�KDYH�MXVW�KHDUG�LV�WDNHQ�
IURP�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�³FDQRQLFDO�HQGLQJ�RI�0DUN�´�PLVVLQJ�LQ�WKH�ROGHVW�
manuscripts of the second gospel, but rich in content for our faith. 
The theme of the Apostles’ unbelief recurs several times: they do not 
believe the testimony of Mary Magdalene who tells them that she 
saw Jesus alive; they also do not believe the testimony of two other 
disciples who met Jesus “as they were on their way into the country.” 
Finally, Jesus himself, appearing to them “while they were at table,” 
UHEXNHV�WKHP�³IRU�WKHLU�LQFUHGXOLW\�DQG�REVWLQDF\�´

The Apostles’ persistent and almost stubborn unbelief is an 
important aspect that the New Testament revelation has transmitted 
to us, without eliminating or “softening” it. So many times in histo-
U\�DWWHPSWV�KDYH�EHHQ�PDGH�WR�DWWDFN�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�EHOLHI�E\�VD\LQJ�
that the resurrection of Jesus is a myth constructed by the communi-
W\�RI�KLV�¿UVW�GLVFLSOHV��WKH�UHVXOW�RI�FROOHFWLYH�H[DOWDWLRQ�RU�SRVWKX-
PRXV�JORUL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PDVWHU��DV�KDSSHQHG�LQ�PDQ\�RWKHU�UHOLJLRXV�
beliefs of the past.

,Q� IDFW�� WKH�YHU\�VWULNLQJ� WHVWLPRQ\�RI� WKH�*RVSHO�DFFRXQWV�FRQ-
tradicts all these assumptions. Jesus’ group of disciples was not in 
a state of “collective exaltation” at all. On the contrary, the Gospels 
WHOO�XV�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�IHDUIXO��GLVWUHVVHG�DQG�GHMHFWHG��1RU�GR�ZH�¿QG�
an attitude of easy belief in them, or an inclination toward religious 
mysticism. Indeed, it is clear, as we have heard from today’s Gospel, 
that the very idea that Jesus was still alive seemed incredible to the 
$SRVWOHV��,W�ZDV�H[WUHPHO\�GLI¿FXOW�IRU�WKHP�WR�FRQYLQFH�WKHPVHOYHV�
that Jesus had conquered death!

Thus, the Apostles’ very unbelief is a strong sign of the credibility 
of the Gospel. At the heart of our faith is not a myth, not a collective 
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illusion, not a legend created by the community for the purpose of 
consolation. No! The foundation of our faith is a fact: Christ is risen! 
Christ has truly conquered death! Christ, by rising again, entered with 
his holy humanity into the very dimension of God and eternity! This 
unexpected and astonishing event has been encountered by many eye-
witnesses, as we are hearing these days in the accounts of the appari-
tions of the Risen One that the liturgy offers us. 

I am sure that you too have experienced the risen Christ in your 
lives, and that is why you are here, that is why you are in the Church, 
that is why you are trying to live as Christians in today’s world. You 
have encountered the risen Christ in the Christian community that has 
authoritatively transmitted His word to you: in the word of the Church, 
LQ�IDFW��ZH�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�YHU\�YRLFH�RI�WKH�OLYLQJ�&KULVW�VSHDNLQJ�WR�
the depths of our hearts. In the Christian community you have recog-
QL]HG�WKH�ULVHQ�&KULVW�³LQ�WKH�EUHDNLQJ�RI�WKH�EUHDG�´�DV�ZDV�WKH�FDVH�
with the disciples at Emmaus. In the Christian community you have 
encountered the merciful face of the risen Jesus who responded with 
forgiveness to our sin, our indifference, our pride, as happened to St. 
Paul on the road to Damascus. In the Christian community you have 
encountered the risen Christ who has given us his Spirit, who has 
EHFRPH�LQ�XV�D�VRXUFH�RI�UHQHZDO��UHELUWK��HQOLJKWHQPHQW�DQG�LQ¿QLWH�
creative energies to be put at the service of our brothers and sisters, as 
happened for the disciples at Pentecost.

Dearest, for you, the Christian community in which you encoun-
WHUHG�WKH�ULVHQ�&KULVW�KDV�WDNHQ�RQ�WKH�FRQFUHWH�IDFH�RI�WKH�)UDWHUQLW\�
of Communion and Liberation. Here you may have come across a 
³0DU\�0DJGDOHQH´�ZKR�VSRNH�WR�\RX�DERXW�-HVXV�ZLWK�JUDWLWXGH�DQG�
zeal. Here you came across the two disciples “returning from the 
country” who enthusiastically told you that they had had a shattering 
encounter.

3HUKDSV�\RX�WRR�UHDFWHG�DW�¿UVW�ZLWK�³LQFUHGXOLW\´�DQG�³REVWLQDF\�´�
but gradually the serenity, the reasonableness of faith, and the joy 
of those who brought you the announcement won you over. Those 
Christians showed that they were certain of a good destiny that lies 
at the origin and culmination of our existence, a destiny that came to 
XV�DQG�PDGH�LWVHOI�NQRZQ��7KLV�IDVFLQDWHG�\RX��7KH�ZD\�RI�OLYLQJ�DQG�
being together of those who said they had encountered Christ, their 
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passionate involvement with life, which excluded nothing from their 
interests, all of this surprised you and aroused in you a desire to live 
in that way as well. You thought that if Christ is the one who helps 
people live so fully and happily, and so authentically human, then he 
is worth accepting and following.

And indeed, as you began to follow Jesus and live in the com-
panionship of His disciples, you began to experience a great peace, 
you began to discover with surprise that the answers to your deep-
HVW� TXHVWLRQV� DQG� GHVLUHV�ZHUH� LQ�&KULVW�� DQG� WKDW� \RXU� RXWORRN� RQ�
OLIH��\RXU�KXPDQLW\��\RXU�ZRUN��\RXU�IULHQGVKLSV��\RXU�DELOLW\�WR�ORYH��
all acquired a new depth and greater “truth.” This, in effect, means 
encountering the risen Christ. It is an event of rebirth, of transforma-
tion, of inner and outer reconciliation.

Always remain grateful to the Lord for this immense grace and 
also for those concrete “instruments” that the Lord has used: people, 
charism, community. Safeguard also the lucidity and freedom to con-
sider them instruments for the real encounter, that is, the encounter 
with the risen Christ.

,Q�0DUN¶V�DFFRXQW�ZH�KHDUG�WKDW� WR�WKH�YHU\�GLVFLSOHV�ZKR�ZHUH�
“incredulous” and “obstinate”, Jesus entrusts the mission of “pro-
FODLPLQJ�WKH�*RVSHO�WR�DOO�FUHDWLRQ�´�7R�DOO�RI�XV�� WKRXJK�ZHDN�DQG�
ZLWK�DQ�RIWHQ�IDOWHULQJ�IDLWK��-HVXV�HQWUXVWV�JUHDW�WDVNV��,�ZDV�VWUXFN�
by a passage from a letter, which I happened to read recently, written 
E\�)U��*LXVVDQL�LQ�������ZKHQ�KH�GUHDPHG�RI�OHDYLQJ�DV�D�PLVVLRQDU\�
to Brazil together with a group of young people, in which he writes, 
³RQO\�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG�LV�WKH�KRUL]RQ�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ��ZKRHYHU�ZRUNV�
without this ideal may be doggedly honest, richly ascetic, perhaps 
even heroic, but cannot be a true Christian.”�� These words of Fr. 
Giussani are true! And so are so many of his other words, yet to be 
fully valued and assimilated. I therefore invite you to return to the 
integrity of Fr. Giussani’s teaching, which constitutes a great wealth 
for the Church today.

The encounter with the Risen Christ truly broadens our horizons 
and opens us to the “whole world,” puts in our hearts the desire to 
reach out to every person and to bring the joy of the Good News to 

����Cf. Osservatore Romano��:HGQHVGD\��0DUFK����������LQVHUW�³5HOLJLR�´�O�
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DOO��0D\�\RX��WRR��QHYHU�ORVH�WKLV�XQLYHUVDO�RXWORRN��WKLV�PLVVLRQDU\�
impulse and this great love for all people that Jesus points out to his 
disciples and that Fr. Giussani always felt burning within him.

This universal mission of the Church, even if carried out with 
momentum and enthusiasm, will never be easy; indeed, it will encoun-
WHU�RSSRVLWLRQ�� DV�ZH�KHDUG� LQ� WKH�¿UVW� UHDGLQJ��7KH�DFFRXQW�RI� WKH�
$FWV��KRZHYHU��WHVWL¿HV�WKDW�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�SURKLELWLRQV�RI�SURFODLPLQJ�
Christ and of healing “in His name,” Peter and John maintain great 
IUDQNQHVV�DQG�IUHHGRP�RI�VSLULW��DQG�DI¿UP��³ZH�FDQQRW�SURPLVH� WR�
stop proclaiming what we have seen and heard.”

This apostolic testimony is of great help to us. It appears here that 
WKH�³FKDULVP´�RI�3HWHU�DQG�WKH�$SRVWOHV�LV�SUHFLVHO\�WR�NHHS�WKH�SURF-
lamation of the Gospel alive, even when it is met with indifference 
RU�HYHQ�UHMHFWLRQ�E\�WKH�ZRUOG��7KHUHIRUH��RQO\�LI�ZH�PDLQWDLQ�¿UP�
communion with Peter and the Church will we also have the strength 
to say, “we must obey God rather than men.” Our bond with the suc-
cessors of the Apostles gives a guarantee of ecclesiality and author-
ity to our proclamation, and will help us not to be “proclaimers of 
ourselves,” but people seized by the mystery, also risen with Christ 
and heralding His victory over death. This is the precious service we 
Christians are called to perform out of love for the men and women of 
RXU�WLPH��WR�NHHS�WKH�ZRUOG�RSHQ�WR�WKH�P\VWHU\�RI�*RG��WR�SURFODLP�
the undoubtable “fact” of Christ’s resurrection with our lives, with all 
the light and hope that emanates from it.

May the Virgin Mary sustain you in your Christian journey and in 
the mission that the Lord entrusts to your Fraternity and to each of 
you individually. Amen.

before the final blessing

Davide Prosperi. Your Eminence, allow me to express on behalf 
RI�WKH�HQWLUH�)UDWHUQLW\�RI�&/�RXU�KHDUWIHOW�WKUHHIROG�WKDQNV�

7KDQN�\RX�IRU�DFFHSWLQJ�RXU�LQYLWDWLRQ�WR�VKDUH�ZLWK�XV�WKLV�MRXU-
QH\�RI�UHÀHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�IDLWK��7KDQN�\RX�IRU�WKH�SUHFLRXV�
words of your homily, which invites us to recover the fullness of Fr. 
Giussani’s teaching and missionary passion: this is also our great 
GHVLUH�� 7KDQN� \RX� IRU� WKH� SDWHUQDO� DWWHQWLRQ� ZLWK� ZKLFK� \RX� DUH�
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accompanying us closely, together with the Holy Father, in this phase 
RI�RXU�KLVWRU\��7KLV�LV�D�SRZHUIXO�VLJQ�DQG�FRQWLQXDO�FRQ¿UPDWLRQ�RI�
the action of the Holy Spirit in our life and communion.

We want nothing more than to live for Christ’s glory on earth and 
therefore to serve the Church with our life and our poor but certain 
testimony that only Christ can respond to the questions and turmoil 
agitating people’s hearts today.

Eminence, let us continue to journey together on this road.
:H�DUH�DW�\RXU�GLVSRVDO��7KDQN�\RX��

Cardinal Farrell��%HIRUH�WKH�¿QDO�EOHVVLQJ�,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�WKDQN�
all of you.

You have received the vocation to be members of the Fraternity of 
Communion and Liberation, which, I have learned in my life, is one 
of the most important ecclesial movements in the Church today.

I consider Fr. Giussani to be one of the greatest prophets of the 
Church, of the modern Church, and your vocation is a vocation made 
and inspired for the culture of our days. It is for this moment, one of 
WKH�PRVW�GLI¿FXOW�PRPHQWV�LQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�&KXUFK��%XW�ZLWK�\RX��
us, I believe that the Church always goes forward because what Fr. 
Giussani said many times is true. 

We are the apostles of the future; you are the apostles of the future.
6R��,� WKDQN�\RX�IRU� WKH�WHVWLPRQ\�RI�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH� WKDW�\RX�JLYH�

DOO�RI�XV�HYHU\�GD\��0D\�*RG��RXU�/RUG��EOHVV�DOO�RI�\RX��7KDQN�\RX��
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Saturday, April 15, afternoon
Arvo Pärt 

:KLFK�ZDV�WKH�VRQ�RI«�DQG�1XQF�'LPLWWLV��(VWRQLDQ�3KLOKDUPRQLF�&KDPEHU�&KRLU±3DXO�+LOOLHU± 
(GL]LRQL�+DUPRQLD�0XQGL

)UDWUHV��+XQJDULDQ�6WDWH�2SHUD�2UFKHVWUD±7DPDV�%HQHGHN±(GL]LRQL�1D[RV
7KH�'HHU¶V�&U\��7KH�6L[WHHQ±+DUU\�&KULVWRSKHUV±(GL]LRQL�&RUR

Davide Prosperi
We have a welcome surprise: we have a visit from the new bishop 

of Rimini, His Excellency Bishop Nicolò Anselmi, who succeeded 
His Excellency Bishop Francesco Lambiasi just three months ago, 
and so he is freshly appointed. He comes from Genova. 

%LVKRS�1LFROz�$QVHOPL
7KDQN�\RX�IRU� WKLV�ZHOFRPH�� ,�DP�WUXO\�KRQRUHG� WR�EH�KHUH�� ,¶OO�

WHOO�\RX�WKH�WUXWK��,�FDQ�VWLOO�VHH�ODVW�ZHHN¶V�DVVHPEO\�ZKHQ�WKHUH�ZHUH�
������\RXQJ�SHRSOH�KHUH��<RX�DUH�PXFK�PRUH�QXPHURXV��PRUH�EHDX-
WLIXO��PRUH�HYHU\WKLQJ��REYLRXVO\��ZH�ZRQ¶W�PDNH�DQ\�PLVWDNHV�ULJKW�
off the bat!

,� ZDQWHG� WR� WKDQN� \RX� IRU� EHLQJ� KHUH�� DOVR� LQ� WKH� QDPH� RI� WKH�
Diocese of Rimini, which the Lord through the pope has called me 
to serve for almost three months now. We are happy to greet you and 
DVVXUH�\RX�RI�RXU�SUD\HU� IRU� WKLV�YHU\� LPSRUWDQW�PRPHQW�� WKDQNLQJ�
you for all the good you do in your and our dioceses. I also greet the 
PDQ\�SHRSOH�IROORZLQJ�XV�E\�YLGHR�OLQN��

Prosperi
7KHUH�DUH�RYHU��������

%LVKRS�$QVHOPL
Now I am going to celebrate Mass in the cathedral and I will pray 

for you, for Fr. Mauro, and for the entire Fraternity, that the Holy 
6SLULW�PD\�WUXO\�WRXFK�\RXU�KHDUWV��7KDQN�\RX�

Prosperi
7KDQN�\RX�
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Q second meditation
Mauro-Giuseppe Lepori

That the world may believe

³7KDW�&KULVW�PD\�GZHOO�LQ�\RXU�KHDUWV�WKURXJK�IDLWK´��(SK�������

“Faith is not a thing which one ‘loses,’ we merely cease to shape our 
lives by it,”��� wrote the curate of the Bernanos countryside. What is 
the form that faith wants to give to life? 

Saint Paul explains it to us stupendously in the Letter to the 
Ephesians, one of the most beautiful and sublime Pauline texts, which 
he wrote from prison, an imprisonment that worried the Ephesians, 
as if it could diminish Paul’s apostolate to their detriment and that of 
the Church and the pagan world that awaited the Gospel, just as we, 
WRR��RIWHQ�WKLQN�WKDW�RXU�LOOQHVV�RU�LQ¿UPLW\�RU�WKDW�RI�RXU�IULHQGV�FDQ�
demean a vocation or mission or the fruitfulness of a charism. Instead, 
3DXO�UHDVVXUHG�WKH�(SKHVLDQV�LQ�QR�XQFHUWDLQ�WHUPV��³,�DVN�\RX�QRW�WR�
ORVH�KHDUW�RYHU�P\�DIÀLFWLRQV�IRU�\RX��WKLV�LV�\RXU�JORU\�´��

And he explained why, revealing his position in front of God, that 
is, his faith, and how faith must inform their life as it informs his: “For 
WKLV�UHDVRQ�,�NQHHO�EHIRUH�WKH�)DWKHU��IURP�ZKRP�HYHU\�IDPLO\�LQ�KHDY-
en and on earth is named, that He may grant you in accord with the 
riches of His glory to be strengthened with power through His Spirit 
in the inner self, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith; that you, rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to 
comprehend with all the holy ones what is the breadth and length 
DQG�KHLJKW�DQG�GHSWK��DQG�WR�NQRZ�WKH�ORYH�RI�&KULVW�WKDW�VXUSDVVHV�
NQRZOHGJH��VR�WKDW�\RX�PD\�EH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�IXOOQHVV�RI�*RG�´��

Faith is that full consent and adherence of heart, that conformity in 
feeling, thoughts, and will to the given presence of Christ who comes 
to dwell in our hearts, enabling us to be rooted and grounded in chari-
����6HH�KHUH��S�����
����Eph 3:13.
����(SK�����±���
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W\��LQ�WKH�ORYH�RI�*RG��VR�WKDW�ZLWK�DQG�OLNH�DOO�WKH�VDLQWV��WKH�³FORXG�RI�
witnesses” in the Letter to the Hebrews, our heart and life, informed 
E\�IDLWK��EHFRPHV�WKURXJK�JUDFH�FDSDEOH�RI�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�PDN-
ing their own the dimensions of Christ’s love, “the breadth and length 
DQG�KHLJKW�DQG�GHSWK´�RI�WKLV�LPPHQVH��LQ¿QLWH�ORYH��7KLV�LV�D�IRUP�RI�
RXUVHOYHV��RI�RXU�OLIH�WKDW�3DXO�VD\V�³VXUSDVVHV�NQRZOHGJH�´�WKDW�WRWDO-
ly surpasses us as mystery because it is mystery, the absolute mystery. 
,Q�WKLV�ZD\�ZH�DUH�³¿OOHG�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�IXOOQHVV�RI�*RG´��

2WKHUZLVH�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZLOWV�

'R�\RX�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�ZH�JLYH�XS�ZKHQ�ZH�SXW�IDLWK�LQ�WKH�DWWLF��WXFN�
LW�DZD\�LQ�VRPH�EDFN�FRUQHU�RI�WKH�EUDLQ��DV�%HUQDQRV�ZURWH��RU�LQ�D�VHQ-
timental corner? Do you understand what the Western world has given 
up? Once it was Christian, but it has since excluded faith from reason, 
thought, culture, political and social life, even from religiosity. Almost 
without realizing it, the West has given up, gives up “all the fullness of 
God”��,W�KDV�JLYHQ�XS�WKH�LQ¿QLWH�GLPHQVLRQV�RI�WKH�P\VWHU\�RI�&KULVW��
the love of Christ! For this reason, everything has wilted, everything! 
We live in a wilted culture, a wilted society. Our family life, education, 
ZRUN�� ORYH��HQWHUWDLQPHQW��SUD\HU��DQG�EHOLHI�DUH�ZLOWHG��GHÀDWHG�OLNH�
an enormous balloon or many balloons that have lost the air that gave 
them their form and fullness, through a miniscule pinhole that nobody 
noticed. But also so much consecrated life, monastic life, community 
OLIH��PLVVLRQ��DFWLRQ�IRU�SHDFH�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW��DQG�DUW��OLNH�VR�PXFK�
pastoral activity and engagement in the media, in politics, have wilt-
HG��GHÀDWHG��ORVW�WKHLU�IXOOQHVV��WKH�IXOOQHVV�WKDW�IDLWK�ZDQWV�WR�³VKDSH´�
for us, that Christ came to “inform,” such that a mustard seed of faith 
ZRXOG�VXI¿FH�IRU�WKLV�WR�KDSSHQ��� so that it would penetrate in us, so 
WKDW�&KULVW�ZRXOG�HQWHU�LQWR�XV��LQWR�RXU�OLYHV��PDNLQJ�XV�H[SORGH�ZLWK�
all of the fullness of God, all the breadth, length, height, and depth of 
+LV�LQ¿QLWH�DQG�HWHUQDO�ORYH��

But this crisis is not exclusive to our own society and time, to the 
&KXUFK�WRGD\��2WKHUZLVH��6DLQW�3DXO�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�VSRNHQ�RI�LW�WZR�

����&I��0W�������
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thousand years ago, and above all, Christ would not have become 
ÀHVK�WR�OLYH�DPRQJ�XV�DV�D�PDQ��WR�SURFODLP�WKH�P\VWHU\�WKDW�IUHHGRP�
is called to consent to with the yes of faith. This has been the crisis 
of humanity, the crisis of women and men, ever since the original sin 
when they yielded to the temptation that life could have an alternative 
form to all the fullness of love that God offered them. 

What did the serpent insinuate to Eve, if not the illusion of pos-
VHVVLQJ�GLYLQH�IXOOQHVV�ZLWKRXW�UHFHLYLQJ�LW�IURP�*RG"�³*RG�NQRZV�
well that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be 
OLNH�JRGV��ZKR�NQRZ�JRRG�DQG�HYLO�´��

The man and the woman immediately found themselves empty, 
EHFDXVH�WKLV�NQRZOHGJH�RI�JRRG�DQG�HYLO�LV�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�UHDOLW\�
QRW�DV�LW�LV�LQ�UHDOLW\��QRW�DV�*RG�PDNHV�LW��EHFDXVH�*RG�PDNHV�HYHU\-
thing good, beautiful, positive, given, and free. Full of this false full-
ness, of this doubt about the action of God and His giving us every-
thing, about His causing us to receive life and everything from Him, 
$GDP�DQG�(YH�IRXQG�WKHPVHOYHV�HPSW\�DQG�QDNHG��DV�LI�GLVFRYHULQJ�
a shameful form of themselves, one to be hidden.

It is precisely to the human person wilted in its “I,” emptied of 
itself because emptied of the loving and trusting relationship with 
the Creator, that Christ comes to bring in Himself the fullness of real 
NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�ZKROH�RI�UHDOLW\��VR�WKDW��DV�6DLQW�3DXO�ZURWH��³&KULVW�
may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, rooted and grounded 
in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the holy ones what 
is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to NQRZ the love 
of Christ that VXUSDVVHV�NQRZOHGJH��VR�WKDW�\RX�PD\�EH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�DOO�
the fullness of God.”��

If we want to allow our life to be informed by faith, we must learn 
these words by heart and repeat them to ourselves as we live our daily 
OLYHV��,W�LV�OLNH�OLYLQJ�E\�seeing the destiny of life and the world, living 
and having in front of us in everything and with everyone, always, the 
Risen One who appears in the Upper Room on the evening of Easter 
and who, with all the splendor of His beauty and goodness, blows the 
+RO\�6SLULW�XSRQ�XV�WR�PDNH�RXU�OLIH�D�PLVVLRQ�RI�+LV�SHDFH�DQG�IRUJLYH-

����Gn 3:5.
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ness: “‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent Me, so I send you.’ 
And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them.’”��

2QO\�LQ�WKLV�ZD\�GR�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�ZLOWHG�DQG�ZLWKRXW�IDLWK�¿QG�
the true, original form of their substance, original in the heart and 
thought of God, the Father.

&KULVW�LV�DOO�DQG�LQ�DOO�

“Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me.” / Christ in me, 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, / Christ on my right, Christ on my 
left, / Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down, / Christ in me, 
&KULVW�ZKHQ�,�DULVH����&KULVW�LQ�WKH�KHDUW�RI�HYHU\�PDQ�ZKR�WKLQNV�RI�PH��
��&KULVW�LQ�WKH�PRXWK�RI�HYHU\�PDQ�ZKR�VSHDNV�RI�PH����&KULVW�LQ�HYHU\�
eye that sees me, / Christ in every ear that hears me, / Christ with me.”��

6DLQW� 3DWULFN¶V� SUD\HU�� VHW� WR� PXVLF� LQ� ����� E\� WKH� (VWRQLDQ�
Orthodox composer Arvo Pärt, expresses the awareness of a man 
whose “I” is completely informed and shaped by faith in Christ. In 
the music that accompanies these words, Pärt expresses well the sense 
of Christ’s growing in us toward an ever greater and more radiant 
fullness.

This humanity in which Christ is all and in all, everything in our-
selves, everything in everyone and everything in everything, in all of 
UHDOLW\��LV�WKH�QHZ�KXPDQLW\��WKH�QHZ�FUHDWLRQ�WKDW�IDLWK�PDNHV�SRVVL-
ble, welcomes, forms, and shapes, opening itself to the Easter event of 
&KULVW�WKDW�WKH�6SLULW�RI�3HQWHFRVW�PDNHV�FRQWHPSRUDQHRXVO\�LQWLPDWH�
in the heart and shining outward to the ends of the earth and of time. 

)URP�WKH�PXVLFDO�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ��WRR��WKH�FRPSRVHU�PDNHV�WKH�PXVLF�
JURZ�WR�JLYH�WKH�VHQVH�RI�WKH�IXOOQHVV�WKDW�¿OOV�\RXU�KHDUW�DQG�OLIH�WKH�
more you become aware that Christ is in you, that Christ is before 
you, at your right, at your left, that Christ is all and in all. Everything, 
always, in everything and in everyone.

����-Q������±���
����William Byrd and Arvo Pärt, 7KH�'HHU¶V�&U\���������IURP�WKH�/RULFD�RI�6W��3DWULFN��FD��������7KH�
6L[WHHQ�FKRLU��GLUHFWHG�E\�+DUU\�&KULVWRSKHUV����������&RUR��
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)URP�*DOLOHH�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�DJH

“The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had ordered them. When they saw Him, they worshiped, but 
they doubted. Then Jesus approached and said to them, ‘All power in 
KHDYHQ�DQG�RQ�HDUWK�KDV�EHHQ�JLYHQ�WR�0H��*R��WKHUHIRUH��DQG�PDNH�
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 
I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the 
end of the age.’”��

This last scene of Matthew’s Gospel reminds me of the pope’s 
closing words to the Fraternity last October 15. “Never forget that 
¿UVW�*DOLOHH� RI� WKH� FDOO�� WKDW� ¿UVW�*DOLOHH� RI� WKH� HQFRXQWHU��$OZD\V�
UHWXUQ�WKHUH��WR�WKDW�¿UVW�*DOLOHH�WKDW�HDFK�RQH�RI�XV�KDV�OLYHG�´��

5HWXUQLQJ� WKHUH�� WR� WKH� ¿UVW� *DOLOHH�� PHDQV� UHWXUQLQJ� WR� WKH�
PRPHQW� RI� HQFRXQWHU� ZKHQ� &KULVW� JDYH� XV� D� IDLWK� WKDW� ¿OOHG� RXU�
heart with Him, when Christ made Himself the everything of life, 
the life of our life. After the Resurrection, Jesus wanted to meet His 
disciples again in Galilee, rather than there in Jerusalem, in Judea, 
so they would understand that the great mission to which they were 
called always had to spring from their encounter with Him, from 
WKDW�¿UVW� DQG�HWHUQDO� HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�+LP� WKDW� HDFK�RI�XV�KDG�DQG�
always has anew when you discover that the wellspring of your liv-
LQJ�LV�&KULVW�+LPVHOI��ZKR�GZHOOV�LQ�RXU�KHDUWV�WKURXJK�IDLWK��PDN-
ing us experience ever anew and ever more deeply “the breadth and 
OHQJWK�DQG�KHLJKW�DQG�GHSWK´�DQG�HQDEOLQJ�XV�³WR�NQRZ�WKH�ORYH�RI�
&KULVW�WKDW�VXUSDVVHV�NQRZOHGJH´�VR�WKDW�ZH�PD\�EH�³¿OOHG�ZLWK�DOO�
the fullness of God.” 

%XW�ZH�GR�QRW�WUXO\�JR�WR�*DOLOHH�DQG�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�¿UVW�HQFRXQWHU�
with Jesus, to the wellspring of the charism that bowled us over, and 
WKXV�ZH�GR�QRW�UHNLQGOH�LW��LI�WKH�UHWXUQ�WR�WKDW�ZHOOVSULQJ�HQFRXQWHU��LI�
WKH�¿UVW�FRPSDQLRQVKLS�DQG�IULHQGVKLS�WKDW�PXVW�UHPLQG�XV�RI�LW��does 
not immediately send us on mission to all peoples, to all of humanity 
not yet baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

����0W������±���
����)UDQFLV��³+RO\�3URSKHWLF�DQG�0LVVLRQDU\�5HVWOHVVQHVV�´����
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Holy Spirit, not yet bowled over by the great presence of God who is 
love, who is open communion with the human person, who wants to 
embrace every person, all people.

5HWXUQLQJ� WR�*DOLOHH�PHDQV� UHWXUQLQJ� WR� WKH� ¿UVW� HQFRXQWHU� WKDW�
lit in us the Christian charism that is the divine gift of being able to 
HPEUDFH�*RG�ZKR�JLYHV�+LPVHOI, to live a belonging to the gift of 
God’s presence with us in the incarnate Son, lit in the world by the 
Spirit of the Father.

But we do not return without hearing the Risen One there, telling 
us, telling us again, “Go! Go to all nations!,” promising us that those 
who depart will bring Galilee with them because they bear within the 
presence of Christ, the daily, familiar, constant presence of Christ: 
“And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age!”��

&RXOG� &KULVW� PDNH� D� PRUH� EHDXWLIXO�� JODGGHQLQJ�� HQFRXUDJLQJ�
promise than this?

Yes, truly, “Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me.” / 
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, / Christ on my 
ULJKW��&KULVW�RQ�P\�OHIW«�´�

Faith is that gaze, that listening, that attention of the heart that 
VHHV��KHDUV��UHPHPEHUV��DQG�PDNHV�PHPRU\�WKDW�LV�QR�ORQJHU�SRV-
VLEOH�WR�OHDYH�EHKLQG��WR�¿QG�\RXUVHOI�RXWVLGH�WKDW�EUHDGWK��OHQJWK��
height, and depth of the love of Christ experienced personally and 
together.

&KULVW�LV�WKH�RQH�ZKR�UHVROYHV�WKH�GRXEWV�RI�IDLWK

7KLV�SRVLWLRQ�RI�DZDUHQHVV��FHUWDLQW\��DQG�XQVKDNDEOH�VXUHQHVV�LV�SUH-
cisely a question of faith: it is faith. We see it in the last scene of 
Matthew’s Gospel that I just referred to: “The eleven disciples went 
to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them. When 
they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted.”��

:H� QDWXUDOO\� WKLQN�� ³7KDW¶V� LPSRVVLEOH�� :KDW� D� GLVDVWHU�� 7KH�
eleven? The apostles? After forty days of seeing Him risen, hearing 

����0W�������
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+LP�VSHDN��HYHQ�VHHLQJ�+LP�HDW�¿VK�DQG�EUHDG��ZKHQ�WKH\�VDZ�DQG�
touched the wounds on this living and glorious body! After bursting 
into exclamations of joy each time they saw Him! They doubted?! 
They still did not have faith. They were not truly convinced about 
Him, that He was here, that He was living and present. 

How can we not recognize this absurd attitude in ourselves? How 
can we not recognize that we, too, are always this way? 

What does Jesus do? Does He perhaps reprove them again? No. 
Jesus comes closer. “They doubted. Jesus approached and said to 
them, ‘All power in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Go 
>«@��$QG�EHKROG��,�DP�ZLWK�\RX�DOZD\V��XQWLO�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�DJH�¶´

We need to understand that we do not resolve the problems or 
FULVHV�RI� IDLWK��&KULVW�GRHV��+H� UHVROYHV� WKHP�E\�PDNLQJ�+LV�SUHV-
ence closer, more visible, more hearable, more palpable, and more 
experienceable. 

Isn’t this perhaps the experience we all have? So many times 
ZH�GRXEW��DERYH�DOO�LI�ZH�¿QG�RXUVHOYHV�OLNH�3HWHU�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�
a stormy sea and it seems to us that God no longer cares about us 
or the world, not even the Church, and then suddenly something 
KDSSHQV� RU� VRPHRQH� DSSHDUV� WKDW�PDNHV� XV� UHGLVFRYHU� WKH�/RUG¶V�
SUHVHQFH�� MXVW� OLNH�LQ�WKH�ULVHQ�/RUG¶V�DSSHDUDQFHV��:H�KDYH�VSHQW�
WKH�QLJKW�¿VKLQJ�DQG�QRW�HYHQ�D�FUDE�VKRZV�XS�LQ�RXU�QHWV��:H�DUH�
demoralized and grouchy. Then someone appears on the shore, and 
we recognize Him as the Lord who is with us always, until the end 
of the age.���$QG�VR�ZH�UHDOL]H�WKDW�PRPHQW�RI�GRXEW±RI�OLWWOH�IDLWK��
of feeling abandoned that made us feel bad and have a surly attitude 
toward reality, people, and things, depressed and violent, capricious 
ZLWK�HYHU\WKLQJ�DQG�HYHU\RQH±ZDV�QRW�D�SDUHQWKHVLV�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�
of Christ, but in our faith.

%XW�WKDQNV�EH�WR�*RG��IDLWK�LV�QRW�SURGXFHG�E\�LWVHOI��5DWKHU��LW�LV�
born and rises again from an encounter with Him, and He is always 
SUHVHQW��DOZD\V�NQRFNLQJ�RQ� WKH�GRRU��DOZD\V�GUDZLQJ�FORVH�DJDLQ��
closer, to meet us.

����&I��-Q�����±��
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5DLVH�\RXU�H\HV�ZLWK�-HVXV

But let’s be careful, here, because Christ does not come closer just to 
UHNLQGOH�RXU�IDLWK��RU��EHWWHU��RXU�IDLWK�DV�we mean it, in an intimistic 
VHQVH��DV�MXVW�DQ�LQVWUXPHQW�WR�VHUYH�P\�SXUSRVHV�� WR�PDNH�PH�IHHO�
better. When Jesus reproved His disciples and Peter for their “little 
IDLWK�´�OLWHUDOO\�WKHLU�³VPDOO�IDLWK�´�SHUKDSV�+H�ZDV�WKLQNLQJ�RI�WKLV��
a faith we miss only when something goes wrong in our life, and so 
a faith we only need to turn on intermittently when we feel the need, 
ZKHQ�ZH�ODFN�PRUH�SRZHUIXO�OLJKWV��RU�LQ�DQ\�FDVH��ZKHQ�LW�VXI¿FHV�
WR�WDNH�WKH�WKUHH�VWHSV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�ZDON�DURXQG�RXUVHOYHV��+RZ�RIWHQ�
Pope Francis has denounced such a reduced faith!

1R��WKH�IDLWK�WKDW�&KULVW¶V�SUHVHQFH�ZDQWV�WR�UHNLQGOH�LV�WKH�OLJKW�
old Simeon saw, causing him to immediately proclaim: “My eyes 
have seen Your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the peo-
ples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people 
Israel.”�� It was not enough for him to have a faith that would console 
him in his old age. In fact, his faith embraced the world.

Faith is paltry and thus sterile even for illuminating daily life if 
its horizon is not the whole world, a yearning for the whole world’s 
salvation.

In fact, Pope Francis, meditating on Fr. Giussani’s charism, con-
cluded by saying, “There are many men and many women who have 
not yet had that encounter with the Lord that has changed your life 
and made it beautiful!”��

Is it possible to sleep well after hearing such a thing?
,�DOZD\V�WKLQN�RI�ZKHQ�-HVXV�ZLWKGUHZ�ZLWK�+LV�GLVFLSOHV�WR�D�PRXQ-

tain to rest a bit because a huge crowd was always following Him. He 
ZDV�WKHUH�WDONLQJ�ZLWK�+LV�GLVFLSOHV�VLWWLQJ�LQ�IURQW�RI�+LP�DQG�DOO�RI�
D�VXGGHQ��WKH\�VDZ�+LP�UDLVH�+LV�H\HV�DQG�ORRN�IDU�RII��DV�LI�QRZ�,�
ORRNHG�SDVW�\RX�WR�WKH�EDFN�ZDOO�RI�WKLV�ELJ�KDOO���,QVWLQFWLYHO\�HYHU\-
one turned around and saw what Jesus had seen, “the great crowd” 
coming from afar, from behind them, still and always. This scene is 
UHFRXQWHG�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�FKDSWHU���RI�6DLQW�-RKQ¶V�*RVSHO��³-HVXV�

����/N�����±���
����Francis, “Holy Prophetic and Missionary Restlessness,” 15.
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went up on the mountain, and there He sat down with His disciples. 
The Jewish feast of Passover was near. When Jesus raised His eyes 
and saw that a large crowd was coming to Him, He said to Phillip, 
‘Where can we buy enough food for them to eat?’ He said this to test 
KLP��EHFDXVH�+H�+LPVHOI�NQHZ�ZKDW�+H�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�GR�´��

7KLV� LV�ZKDW�PXVW� KDSSHQ� IRU� WKRVH�ZKR� WUXO\� NHHS� WKHLU� ³H\HV�
¿[HG�RQ�-HVXV�´�WKHLU�H\HV�¿[HG�RQ�-HVXV¶V�H\HV��1RUPDOO\��ZKHQ�\RX�
ORRN�DW�D�IDFH�\RX�ORRN�DW�WKH�H\HV��1RZ��WKRVH�ZKR�NHHS�WKHLU�H\HV�
¿[HG� RQ� -HVXV� VHH� WKDW�+LV� JD]H� HPEUDFHV� D� OLPLWOHVV� KRUL]RQ�� IXOO�
of compassion, full of awareness of what humanity is missing, full 
RI�DZDUHQHVV�RI�ZKDW� WKH�KXPDQ�KHDUW�KXQJHUV� IRU�� -HVXV�SURYRNHG�
3KLOLS�DERXW�EUHDG�WR�QRXULVK�WKH�ERG\��EXW�DOUHDG\�NQHZ�WKDW�DIWHU�WKH�
PLUDFOH�RI�WKH�PXOWLSOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ORDYHV�DQG�¿VKHV�+H�ZRXOG�RIIHU�
them the proclamation of the Bread of Life that is His eucharistic 
body. “I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever 
eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give is My 
ÀHVK�IRU�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�´��

³0\�ÀHVK� IRU� WKH� OLIH�RI� WKH�ZRUOG�´�+RZ�GLG� WKH�GLVFLSOHV�� WKH�
few who from that moment remained with Him, hear these words? 
And how do we hear the pope’s challenge? “There are many men and 
many women who have not yet had that encounter with the Lord that 
has changed your life and made it beautiful!”

8QLWHG�LQ�IDLWK�WR�VKLQH�IDLWK�WR�WKH�HQWLUH�ZRUOG

6DLQW�3DWULFN¶V�SUD\HU�VHW�WR�PXVLF�E\�$UYR�3lUW�UHPLQGHG�PH�RI�WKH�
great musician’s visit years ago to my abbey in Switzerland, where I 
lived before being called to Rome. He lived with us for twenty-four 
hours because the organizers of the Festival of Sacred Music in 
Freiburg had proposed to him a stay in a monastery to see if it might 
LQVSLUH� D� FRPSRVLWLRQ�� +LV� SUHVHQFH� LPSUHVVHG�PDQ\� RI� XV�PRQNV�
because of the simplicity of heart with which he lived every moment 
of our day with us. This man with a child’s heart and gaze saw a rea-

����-Q����±��
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son for wonder in everything, and this attitude spread to us. He made 
PH�WKLQN�D�ORW�RI�)U��*LXVVDQL�DQG�KLV�SHUVRQDOLW\��

:HOO��$UYR�3lUW�ZDV�YHU\�VWUXFN�E\�WKH�ZRRG�FDUYLQJV�RQ�WKH�VWDOOV�
RI�WKH�¿IWHHQWK�FHQWXU\�FKRLU�RI�P\�DEEH\��ZKLFK�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�¿JXUHV�
of the twelve apostles matched with twelve prophets. Each apostle says 
DQ�DUWLFOH�RI�WKH�FUHHG�DQG�HDFK�SURSKHW�D�OLQH�IURP�KLV�ERRN�UHOHYDQW�WR�
that article of the creed. Henri de Lubac wrote in his Medieval Exegesis 
that the choir of the Abbey of Hauterive is the last development of the 
legend-based tradition that holds that before separating to go evange-
lize the world, the apostles proclaimed each article of the creed.��

8QIRUWXQDWHO\��$UYR�3lUW�KDV�QRW�\HW�FRPSRVHG�D�ZRUN�LQVSLUHG�E\�
this choir (he’s eighty-seven years old), but he made us more aware of the 
LQVSLUDWLRQ�WKDW�WKHVH�¿JXUHV�VKRXOG�WUDQVPLW�WR�XV�PRQNV�ZKR�SUD\�WKHUH�
VHYHQ�WLPHV�D�GD\��VHYHQ�GD\V�D�ZHHN��WKH�LQVSLUDWLRQ�WKDW�WKHVH�¿JXUHV�
should give to our faith and to our community life, our communion.

This legend may not be historically true, but it is correct theo-
logically. It is correct in the way we are called to live the Church, 
faith and mission. Above all, it is correct in reminding us that the 
Christian faith is inseparable from communion. Ecclesial commu-
nion formulated the faith, and is the fulcrum of its constant and 
universal spread.

6R�WKDW�WKH\�PD\�DOO�EH�RQH��WKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�PD\�EHOLHYH�

:KDW�LV�WKH�ZRUN��WKH�YRFDWLRQ��WKH�PLVVLRQ�WKDW�WKH�HYHQW�RI�&KULVW�
realizes in us and among us if we have faith, the faith of the Virgin 
Mary, the apostles, the martyrs, the “cloud of witnesses” that has 
guided and illuminated the Church for two thousand years?

-HVXV� VSRNH� DERXW� LW� LQ� WKH� PRVW� VROHPQ� PRPHQW� RI� WKH� /DVW�
6XSSHU�� DQG� VSRNH�RI� LW� SUD\LQJ� WR� WKH�)DWKHU�� UHYHDOLQJ� WR�XV� WKH�
content of His prayer, of His profound trust in the Father. There is 
no more real and substantial relationship than that of the Son of God 
with the Father in the love of the Holy Spirit. All of reality is creat-

����Henri de Lubac, Esegesi medievale: I quattro sensi della scrittura >0HGLHYDO�H[HJHVLV��7KH�IRXU�
PHDQLQJV�RI�WKH�VFULSWXUHV@��YRO�����0LODQ��-DFD�%RRN������������±���
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ed and receives being and substance from this relationship. Being 
is this eternal and endless communion, and everything that exists, 
in particular we and our relationships, everything has its origin and 
destiny in the trinitarian communion. The words Jesus expresses 
in praying to the Father are the apex and synthesis of all of reve-
lation. What can Christ reveal to us that is greater, more precious, 
truer, better, more beautiful than His dialogue with the Father? For 
thirty years, Mary had seen Him absorbed in prayer to the Father, 
and certainly He did it by withdrawing often at night, in deserted 
and hidden places. Similarly, for three years the disciples saw Him 
ZLWKGUDZ�LQWR�WKH�P\VWHU\�RI�+LV�SUD\HU��:KHQ�WKH\�DVNHG�+LP�WR�
teach them to pray, Jesus gave them the Our Father, the echo of His 
prayer, but translated into words and requests adapted to us sinners 
and debtors. So, it must have been a great surprise for the apostles 
when, at the end of the sublime discourses of the Last Supper, Jesus 
suddenly went silent, raised His eyes to heaven, and began to pray 
to the Father out loud, as if He had forgotten they were there, as 
if He believed He had withdrawn to the desert while they slept. In 
this prayer, Jesus prayed for them, as He must have always done 
when He prayed in secret. He prayed for them, for their mission, 
for their relationship with the world. And He also prayed for us, for 
all the disciples who for two thousand years have believed in Christ 
through the proclamation of the apostles and their successors, and 
for all the disciples who will follow to the end of the world. For 
everyone, He prayed for the one thing in particular, an essential 
WKLQJ��³WKH�RQH�WKLQJ�QHHGHG´�RI�ZKLFK�+H�VSRNH�WR�0DUWKD��� pre-
cious not only for the disciples, not only for us, but for the whole 
world, the most important thing for everyone: 

“As you sent Me into the world, so I sent them into the world. And 
I consecrate Myself for them, so that they also may be consecrated in 
truth. I pray not only for them, but also for those who will believe in Me 
through their word, so that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in 
Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, that the world may believe 
that You sent Me. And I have given them the glory You gave Me, so that 
they may be one, as We are one. I in them and You in Me, that they may 

����&I��/N�������
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EH�EURXJKW�WR�SHUIHFWLRQ�DV�RQH��WKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�PD\�NQRZ�WKDW�<RX�VHQW�
Me, and that You loved them even as You loved Me.”��

Our faith, transmitted to us by the apostles, transmitted to us by the 
Church, and the faith of the world; that is, the faith of humanity that 
GRHV�QRW�\HW�EHOLHYH��WKDW�GRHV�QRW�\HW�NQRZ�WKH�6RQ�VHQW�E\�WKH�)DWKHU�
to save the world, this faith does not live in us and is not born into the 
ZRUOG�LI�WKH�XQLW\�RI�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�LV�ODFNLQJ��if communion does not 
happen, the communion among us. Communion is the fruit of the faith 
of the Church, of the disciples, but for the world, in the world, faith is 
the fruit of communion. 

7KH�VHQVH�RI�EHORQJLQJ

%XW�ZH�FRXOG�DVN�ZK\�-HVXV�LQVLVWV�RQ�XQLW\�VR�WKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�PD\�
believe. Why insist practically only on unity to enable the world to 
HPEUDFH�IDLWK"�:K\�GLG�-HVXV�RQO\�SUD\�IRU�WKLV"�:K\�GLG�+H�QRW�DVN�
for His disciples, for example, the grace of holiness, or the ability to 
do miracles, or to be good, honest, coherent, impeccable people, able 
WR� SHUVXDGH�ZLWK� WKHLU�ZRUGV� DQG�ZRUNV"�:KDW� LV� VR� VSHFLDO� DERXW�
unity? What is so unique about it? 

,W�VHHPV�WR�PH�WKDW�-HVXV�DVNHG�WKDW�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�EH�XQLWHG��QRW�VR�
WKH�ZRUOG�ZRXOG�VD\��³/RRN�KRZ�JRRG�WKH\�DUH��´�EXW�VR�LW�ZRXOG�VD\��
³/RRN�KRZ�WKH\�EHORQJ�WR�&KULVW��+RZ�SUHFLRXV�&KULVW�LV�IRU�WKHP���
notwithstanding the way they are!”

&KULVW�DVNV�IRU�WKH�JUDFH�RI�XQLW\�EHFDXVH�LQ�LW�RQH�UHFRJQL]HV�RU�
DW�OHDVW�VHQVHV�WKDW�WKLV�XQLW\�LV�QRW�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�GLVFLSOHV��QRW�HYHQ�
RI�WKRVH�IRUHPRVW�DPRQJ�WKHP��EXW�LV�WKH�ZRUN�RI�&KULVW��UDWKHU��LW�is 
Christ, the body of Christ! Communion is the body of Christ.

Saint Paul was consumed by this awareness and the urgency of 
calling people to it, as he did in the First Letter to the Corinthians: 
“God is faithful, and by Him you were called to fellowship with His 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. I urge you, brothers, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree in what you say, and that there 
be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind 

����-Q������±���
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DQG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�SXUSRVH�>D�YHU\�GHHS�XQLW\@��)RU�LW�KDV�EHHQ�UHSRUW-
ed to me about you, my brothers, by Chloe’s people, that there are 
rivalries among you. I mean that each of you is saying, ‘I belong to 
Paul,’ or ‘I belong to Apollos,’ or ‘I belong to Cephas,’ or ‘I belong to 
&KULVW�¶�,V�&KULVW�GLYLGHG"�:DV�3DXO�FUXFL¿HG�IRU�\RX"�2U�ZHUH�\RX�
baptized in the name of Paul?”91

What pain for an apostle, for a father who lives and spends him-
self to generate Christ, to generate Christ in everyone, to see himself 
instrumentalized to create divisions in the very body of Christ! What 
horror for Paul to hear of people who say they belong to him more 
than to the Lord!

Where do these distortions come from? They come from the dis-
torted faith of those who claim to possess Christ instead of allowing 
themselves to be possessed by Him, instead of being His, instead of 
EHORQJLQJ� WR�+LP��7KLV� ODFN�RI� IDLWK�ZRXQGV� WKH�KHDUW�RI� WKH�P\V-
tery that communicates itself to us in the communion of the Church 
through baptism. We were baptized “in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” and thus were inserted into that unity 
RI�WKH�)DWKHU�DQG�RI�WKH�6RQ�DQG�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�WKDW�&KULVW�DVNHG�
for us from the Father before dying on the cross and rising from the 
dead. “I pray not only for them, but also for those who will believe 
in Me through their word, so that they may all be one, as you, Father, 
are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in us, that the world may 
believe that You sent Me.”92

Every human belonging, even to disciples of great value and full of 
FKDULVPD�OLNH�3HWHU��3DXO��RU�$SROORV��WKDW�GRHV�QRW�VHUYH�WR�PDNH�XV�JURZ�
LQ�RXU�EHORQJLQJ�WR�&KULVW��ZKLFK�LQ�WXUQ�PDNHV�XV�SDUW�RI�+LV�FRPPX-
nion with the Father in the Holy Spirit, not only destroys the unity of the 
Church but also an ecclesial community, a fraternity, and renders vain 
the mission of testimony to the world so that it may believe, but it also 
destroys us, destroys the person, alienates us from our ultimate truth and 
destiny, as Jesus said of Judas: “Is not one of you a devil?” 93 

Judas was no longer himself. He was possessed by an alienation, 
by an other who did not constitute him the way Christ constitutes 
91  ��&RU����±���
92  -Q������±���
93  -Q������
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us, the way the Father constitutes us. The unity of our person, the 
unity of our heart happens in the unity of the Church, is built and 
consolidated in the unity of the Church, in the fraternity the Lord 
gives us to belong to in order to be His, to belong to Him. My car-
penter friend Luciano always wrote me, “The Lord had us meet so 
that we would belong to Him; He made us friends so that we would 
belong to Him.”

Is it not perhaps evident and palpable in our communities that 
WKRVH�ZKR�PRVW�FRQVHFUDWH�DQG�VDFUL¿FH�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�WKH�IUDWHUQDO�
communion have more substance as people? Maybe they are those 
PRVW� ODFNLQJ� LQ�JLIWV� DQG�FKDULVPV�� WKH� OHDVW� FDSDEOH�RI� DFWLQJ� DQG�
VSHDNLQJ�� WKH� OHDVW� LQWHOOLJHQW�� EXW� LW� LV� HYLGHQW� WKDW� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�
holds together because there is that person, that humility, that pres-
ence, that gaze, that attention, that charity, that faith! 

It seems that at the death of Saint Teresa of Lisieux the nuns did 
QRW� NQRZ�ZKDW� WR�ZULWH� LQ� KHU� QHFURORJ\�� EHFDXVH� VKH� KDG� ³RQO\´�
loved and built communion in the community. She had done nothing 
else that was special. 

,�KDYH�PHW�PDQ\�SHRSOH�OLNH�WKLV�LQ�PRQDVWHULHV��DQG�LQ�PDQ\�RWKHU�
communities, in our communities. People loved by everyone, without 
DQ\RQH�NQRZLQJ�ZK\��,Q�IDFW��WKH\�KDYH�QRW�OLYHG�IRU�VRPHWKLQJ��EXW�IRU�
6RPHRQH��&RPPXQLRQ�DPRQJ�XV�LV�QRW�³VRPHWKLQJ´±LW�LV�*RG�SUHVHQW��
God who is love, the Holy Spirit, the Trinity, one of the three persons that 
coincides with their entire being. Only an attitude of faith sees this, and 
educating ourselves to faith leads us to see this better and better, to see 
WKH�P\VWHU\�DPRQJ�XV��ZKLFK�¿OOV�XV�ZLWK�VLOHQFH��ZRQGHU��DQG�FRQIXVLRQ�
at our sin but a confusion that is glad, grateful, and certain of the mercy 
RI�WKH�)DWKHU��DQG�¿OOV�XV�ZLWK�D�GHVLUH�QRW�WR�VXIIRFDWH�WKLV�EHDXW\��WKLV�
splendor of friendship that burns among us, notwithstanding ourselves, 
because it burns, shines without limits, and causes the world to believe. 

7KH�JUDFH�RI�XQLW\

8QLW\� LV� D� JUDFH�� ¿UVW� RI� DOO� EHFDXVH� -HVXV� DVNV� LW� RI� WKH� )DWKHU��
(YHU\WKLQJ� -HVXV� DVNV� RI� WKH� )DWKHU� LV� FHUWDLQ� JUDFH�� FKDULVP�� JLIW�
of God. The true scandal of the divisions in the Church and among 
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Christians is that if they arise, they must necessarily come from the 
refusal of a certain grace, of a charism certainly given, because it is 
impossible that the Father would refuse such an insistent prayer of 
the Son on the eve of His passion and death. It is impossible. It is as 
LI�-HVXV�KDG�VDLG�WR�WKH�)DWKHU��³7DNH�0\�OLIH��OHW�0H�GLH�RQ�WKH�FURVV��
but give me communion for them, have Me die so our unity may be in 
them, so our being, our charity may be in them!” 

It is impossible that the Father would not grant His Son’s extreme 
prayer. Extreme but not last. Jesus prayed this way at the end of His 
OLIH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�UHYHDO�WR�XV�+LV�HWHUQDO�SUD\HU��ZKLFK�+H�DVNV�HWHUQDOO\�
IRU�XV��ZKLFK�+H�LV�DVNLQJ�QRZ�

,�DP�DOZD\V�VWUXFN�E\�D�OLQH�IURP�WKH�/HWWHU�WR�WKH�+HEUHZV��³)RU�&KULVW�
did not enter into a sanctuary made by hands, a copy of the true one, but 
heaven itself, that He might now appear before God on our behalf.”94

Jesus is appearing now�EHIRUH�*RG�RQ�RXU�EHKDOI��+H�LV�VSHDNLQJ�
ZHOO�RI�XV��LQWHUFHGLQJ�IRU�XV��+H�LV�WKHUH�ZLWK�WKH�)DWKHU�WDONLQJ�DERXW�
XV�OLNH�D�IULHQG�IXOO�RI�FRQFHUQ�IRU�D�IULHQG��OLNH�D�PRWKHU�IRU�KHU�VRQ��
OLNH�D�ZLIH�IRU�KHU�KXVEDQG��,�DP�VWUXFN�E\�WKDW�now inserted into eter-
nity, a now that is eternal in heaven, but that touches every moment of 
P\�OLIH�DQG�RXU�OLYHV��7KH�PRPHQW�,�DP�OLYLQJ�WKURXJK�QRZ��WKH�GLI¿-
culty I am going through now, the fall I am experiencing now, my sin 
QRZ��WKH�JODGQHVV�,�IHHO�QRZ��&KULVW�VSHDNV�RI�LW�WR�+LV�)DWKHU��HQWUXVWV�
it to the mercy of the Father. This is what we pray in every Hail Mary: 
“Pray for us sinners, now >QRZ�@�DQG�DW�WKH�KRXU�RI�RXU�GHDWK�´�2XU�
Lady is before God as well, entrusting to Him the moment I am living 
through, the circumstances I am in, everything, moment by moment, 
hour after hour, until my last moment, until the hour of my death; that 
is, the moment when I enter into the eternity in which Christ is my 
advocate before the Father, my defense lawyer. 

If we were conscious of this, how intensely we would live our 
HYHU\�PRPHQW��,I�ZH�ZHUH�DZDUH�WKDW�LQ�WKLV�PRPHQW�-HVXV�LV�DVNLQJ�
the Father for our communion, communion with the brother or sister 
ZKRVH�QHFN�ZH¶G�OLNH�WR�ZULQJ��ZKDW�D�MROW�ZH�ZRXOG�IHHO�DW�WKH�ZD\�
we treat our relationship with others, our being together in commu-
QLW\��RXU�ZD\�RI�WKLQNLQJ�RI�RWKHUV��:H�ZRXOG�DW�OHDVW�IHHO�VRPH�FRQ-

94  Heb 9:24.
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trition for the carelessness with which we treat, in thoughts, words, 
GHHGV��DQG�DERYH�DOO�RPLVVLRQV��WKH�SHRSOH�&KULVW�DVNV�XV�WR�EH�XQLWHG�
with, or rather, gives us to be united with, as He is with the Father in 
the Most Holy Trinity. Unity is not just a need of Christian life: it is a 
JLIW�RI�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH�EHFDXVH�&KULVW�DVNV�IRU�LW�DV�D�JUDFH�

We must always be comforted by the thought, the certainty, of 
IDLWK��WKDW�ZKDW�WKH�6RQ�DVNV�RI�WKH�)DWKHU�LV�DOZD\V�JUDQWHG�LQ�WKH�JLIW�
of the Holy Spirit.

So then, the worst thing that can happen is for us to get used to 
GLYLVLRQ��WR�JHW�FRPIRUWDEOH�ZLWK�GLYLVLRQ��WDNLQJ�LW�IRU�JUDQWHG��OLY-
LQJ�LW�ZLWK�VXSHU¿FLDOLW\��DQG�IRU�H[DPSOH��QRXULVKLQJ�LW�ZLWK�JRVVLS��
:H� WUHDW�ZLWK� VXSHU¿FLDOLW\� D� JLIW� WKDW�*RG� DVNV� RI�*RG�� WKDW�*RG�
begs of God, that God certainly grants God. We act as if the unity 
&KULVW�EHJV�RI�WKH�)DWKHU�ZHUH�D�TXLUN�DQG�QRW�VRPHWKLQJ�HVVHQWLDO�IRU�
His mission, something He died for, sweated and shed His blood for. 
Forgetting Christ’s ardent, yearning desire for our unity and commu-
nion is the most ignominious distraction we can have in front of the 
mystery.

Is this perhaps the sin against the Holy Spirit that will never be 
forgiven?95 

³0DVWHU��WR�ZKRP�VKDOO�ZH�JR"´��-Q�������

6R��LW�LV�XUJHQW�WR�DVN�RXUVHOYHV�KRZ�ZH�FDQ�WDNH�VHULRXVO\�WKH�XQLW\�
WKDW�&KULVW�DVNV�IRU�DQG�WKH�)DWKHU�JLYHV��:KDW�LV�DVNHG�RI�XV�VR�WKDW�
ZH�FDQ�ZHOFRPH�WKLV�FKDULVP��ZKLFK�PDNHV�WKH�&KXUFK�WKH�UHÀHFWLRQ�
RI�WKH�7ULQLW\�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�PDNHV�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�FRPPXQLRQ�WKH�
proof that everything consists in an eternal love, that everything has 
LWV�RULJLQ�DQG�HQG��DQG�WKXV�LWV�PHDQLQJ��LQ�DQ�LQ¿QLWH�ORYH"�:KDW�LV�
our error when we refuse this gift?

3HUKDSV�WKH�HUURU�OLHV�LQ�WKLQNLQJ�WKDW�ZH�PXVW�EXLOG�XQLW\��UDWKHU�
WKDQ�\LHOG�WR�WKH�JUDFH��WR�WKH�RQWRORJ\�RI�WKH�%HLQJ�WKDW�PDNHV�HDFK�
WKLQJ�DQG�JLYHV�XV�DQ�DZDUHQHVV�RI�LW��7R�EH�XQLWHG��ZH�DUH�QRW�DVNHG�WR�
have something extra, but to give something up. What? Pope Francis 

95  &I��0W������±���
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loves calling it “self-referentiality,”�� and Saint Benedict called it 
“self-will” or “presumption.” Jesus summarizes all this as a demand 
that we be able to save ourselves, our life and that of others, or, if we 
prefer, in not having faith in Him, not entrusting ourselves to Him.

+HUH�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�D�IXQGDPHQWDO�SRLQW�RI�IDLWK�LV�WKH�DI¿U-
mation that only Christ saves us. Faith does not nourish communion 
EHFDXVH�LW�PDNHV�XV�EHWWHU�RU�³VDLQWV´�RU�EHFDXVH�LW�HOLPLQDWHV�FRQ-
WHQWLRQ��FRQÀLFWV��DQG�GLIIHUHQW� LGHDV��7KH�JUHDWHU�IDLWK� LV�� WKH�PRUH�
LW�HPEUDFHV�HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ�FRQ¿GLQJ�LQ�&KULVW��LQ�WUXVWLQJ�WKH�)DWKHU��
and only this enables us to remain united above all with those who 
DUH�GLIIHUHQW��WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�RXU�HQHPLHV��ZKR�WKLQN�GLIIHUHQWO\��ZKR�
act badly, and also to remain united in spite of everything in us that 
is incapable of building unity. The unity of the Church and in the 
&KXUFK��WKH�XQLW\�RI�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�WKDW�&KULVW�DVNV�RI�WKH�)DWKHU�VR�WKDW�
the world may believe, is entirely founded in Peter’s act of faith that, 
notwithstanding everything and everyone, and above all notwith-
standing himself, he cries from the depths of his heart: “Master, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come 
to believe and are convinced that You are the Holy One of God.”��

“We have come to believe.” What Peter expresses is truly an act of 
IDLWK�LQ�WKH�SOXUDO��ZKLFK�XQLWHV�KLP�ZLWK�KLV�EURWKHUV��+H�PDNHV�DQ�DFW�
of faith in communion with his brothers. Remaining attached to Jesus 
enables all of the disciples to remain attached to each other. The faith that 
unites us is this awareness of Peter’s that he cannot abandon Christ with-
RXW�¿QGLQJ�KLPVHOI�LQ�WKH�YRLG��LQ�D�VROLWXGH�ZKHUH�ZH�ZRXOG�QR�ORQJHU�
NQRZ�ZKHUH�WR�JR��FRPSOHWHO\�ORVW��³0DVWHU��WR�ZKRP�VKDOO�ZH�JR"´

7KH�FODLP�IRU�RQHVHOI�WKDW�IDLOV

-HVXV�UHVSRQGHG�WR�3HWHU�ZLWK�D�YHU\�ELWWHU�OLQH�WKDW�PXVW�¿OO�XV�QRW�VR�PXFK�
with fear as with humility in living our faith and living in the Church, in 

����Cf., for example, Pope Francis, “Address of His Holiness Pope Francis to the Communion and 
/LEHUDWLRQ�0RYHPHQW�´�6DLQW�3HWHU¶V�6TXDUH��0DUFK����������$YDLODEOH�DW�https://www.vatican.
YD�FRQWHQW�IUDQFHVFR�HQ�VSHHFKHV������PDUFK�GRFXPHQWV�SDSD�IUDQFHVFRB��������BFRPXQL-
one-liberazione.html.
����-Q�����±���
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our community. “Jesus answered them, ‘Did I not choose you twelve? 
Yet is not one of you a devil?’ He was referring to Judas, son of Simon the 
Iscariot; it was he who would betray Him, one of the Twelve.”��

“Is not one of you a devil?” A devil, someone who divides, who 
detaches his heart so much from Christ that he becomes for everyone 
a temptation to detach from Him, and thus a temptation to lose the 
linchpin of our unity, which is only Christ. The unity is Christ at the 
center and an attachment of faith to Him as the only salvation of our 
lives, as the only source of a full and eternal life. 

Those who, even if they fall, renew their awareness and the cry that 
ZLWKRXW�&KULVW�ZH�DUH� ORVW��FRQ¿UP�WKH�IDLWK�RI� WKH�RWKHUV��³6LPRQ��
6LPRQ��EHKROG�6DWDQ�KDV�GHPDQGHG�WR�VLIW�DOO�RI�\RX�OLNH�ZKHDW��EXW�
I have prayed that your own faith may not fail; and once you have 
WXUQHG�EDFN��\RX�PXVW�VWUHQJWKHQ�\RXU�EURWKHUV�´99

Peter’s faith was not founded on himself, on his qualities or strength 
RU�FRXUDJH��3HWHU¶V�IDLWK�ZDV�WKH�IDLWK�RI�D�FRQYHUW�IURP�EHWUD\DO��OLNH�
the faith of each of us. Peter’s faith was entirely founded on Jesus’s 
prayer for him, the prayer that founds our unity: “I have prayed for 
you.” Peter’s faith was his attachment to Jesus, not being separated 
IURP�+LP��HYHQ�ZKHQ�KH�FULHG�WKDW�KH�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�+LP��+RZ�3HWHU�
must have felt that he was lying to himself, how he must have felt that 
he was denying himself when he denied the Lord!

3HWHU¶V�GHQLDO�FXOPLQDWHG�LQ�D�FU\�H[SUHVVHG�ZLWK�¿HUFH�YLROHQFH��
³$W�WKDW�KH�EHJDQ�WR�FXUVH�DQG�WR�VZHDU��µ,�GR�QRW�NQRZ�WKH�PDQ�¶´��� 
A violence generated by fear. Fear of what? Fear of losing his life, 
being arrested, suffering the hostility and abuse of the Jews, fear of 
G\LQJ��IHDU�DERYH�DOO�RI�DQ�XQGH¿QHG��XQNQRZQ�GDQJHU��$QG�\HW�KH�
had said to Him, “I will lay down my life for you!”��� Who among us 
has not experienced becoming aggressive and violent out of the fear 
RI�D�GDUN��XQNQRZQ�GDQJHU"�,Q�IDFW��DJJUHVVLYLW\�LV�D�GHIHQVH�PHFK-
DQLVP��)DFHG�ZLWK�D�GDQJHU�ZH�FDQQRW�GH¿QH��ZH�ORVH�FRQWURO�RI�RXU�
possibility to defend ourselves. Since we cannot measure the danger, 
VLQFH�LW�LV�XQNQRZQ��RXU�GHIHQVH�DOVR�ORVHV�LWV�PHDVXUH��GRHV�QRW�NQRZ�

����-Q�����±���
99  /N������±���
�����0W�������
�����-Q�������
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ZKDW�OHYHO�RI�LQWHQVLW\�WR�WDNH��3HWHU¶V�HUURU�ZDV�LQ�EHLQJ�SUHSDUHG�WR�
defend Jesus, imagining the danger that would have threatened Him. 
He was prepared to give his life against those who threatened Jesus 
more than for�-HVXV�KLPVHOI��,Q�IDFW��KH�KDG�EURXJKW�D�VZRUG��WKLQN-
LQJ� KH�ZRXOG� KDYH� WR� ¿JKW� DUPHG� JXDUGV��+H�ZDV� QRW� SUHSDUHG� WR�
¿JKW�DJDLQVW�D�JRVVLS\�GRRUNHHSHU��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��KH�ZDV�SUHSDUHG�
to lay down his life only while trusting more in himself than in Jesus, 
PHDVXULQJ�KLPVHOI�PRUH�WKDQ�KDYLQJ�-HVXV�WDNH�KLV�PHDVXUH��+H�ZDV�
SUHSDUHG� WR�JLYH�KLV� OLIH� LQVWHDG�RI�DOORZLQJ�LW� WR�EH� WDNHQ��,Q�VXP��
he was prepared to give his life, trusting more in himself than in the 
Lord, having more faith in himself than in Christ. If he had trusted in 
-HVXV��KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�ZDLWHG�IRU�WKH�³ODWHU´�WKDW�-HVXV�KDG�DVNHG�KLP�
to wait for in following Him: “Where I am going, you cannot follow 
Me now, though you will follow later.”���

Peter tried to give his life for Christ without faith, without entrust-
ing himself to Him. This is the fundamental point to understand for 
OLYLQJ�OLIH±ZLWKRXW�IDLWK�\RX�GR�QRW�JLYH�\RXU�OLIH��\RX�GR�QRW�ORYH��
you do not have charity.

$�JUHDW�IDLWK

6R� WKHQ�� OHW� XV� DVN�ZKDW� D� JUHDW� IDLWK� FRQVLVWV� RI�� WKH� RQH� -HVXV�
praised in the pagans and desired from His disciples. If Jesus 
reproved His disciples for having a meager, paltry faith, what does 
great faith consist of, one that has the dimensions that correspond 
to the immensity of the mission Christ entrusts to the Church, the 
dimensions of His compassion for all of humanity? How great 
Simeon’s faith was. He saw that the presence of Christ illuminated 
the world just by the fact that He is here,��� even though as a child  
+H�GLG�QRW� VSHDN�RU�ZDON�DQG�FRXOG�GR�QRWKLQJ��+RZ�JUHDW�ZDV�
Mary’s faith. When Jesus had been in her womb only a couple of 
days, she sang in the Magnificat about His immense impact on the 
salvation of the world and history!

�����-Q�������
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To understand this, I propose a scene from the Gospel. Let’s be led 
by Jesus’s own wonder at the great faith of a few people who were 
often totally outside the usual conception of a person from whom one 
VKRXOG�QRUPDOO\�H[SHFW�IDLWK��7KH�HSLVRGH�WKDW�KDV�SURYRNHG�PH�WKH�
most for many months is that of the pious centurion who begged Jesus 
to heal his paralyzed servant, who was suffering terribly.����/XNH�VDLG�
that “he was valuable” to the centurion.���

Matthew reported that Jesus was willing to go to his home immedi-
ately, but the centurion said the words whose sense we repeat at every 
Mass before receiving the Eucharist: “Lord, I am not worthy to have 
you enter under my roof; only say the word and my servant will be 
healed. For I too am a person subject to authority, with soldiers subject 
to me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come here,’ 
and he comes; and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”���

Jesus reacted with wonder at the faith of this pagan. “When Jesus 
heard this, He was amazed and said to those following Him, ‘Amen, 
I say to you, in no one in Israel have I found such faith.’”��� And He 
told the centurion: “You may go; as you have believed, let it be done 
for you.”���

,Q� /XNH¶V� JRVSHO�� WKLV� HSLVRGH� LPPHGLDWHO\� IROORZV� WKH� FKDSWHU�
that corresponds to Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount, which begins 
ZLWK� WKH� %HDWLWXGHV�� /XNH� LQWURGXFHG� WKH� HSLVRGH� RI� WKH� FHQWXULRQ�
ZLWK�WKHVH�ZRUGV��³:KHQ�+H�KDG�¿QLVKHG�DOO�+LV�ZRUGV�WR�WKH�SHR-
ple, He entered Capernaum.”��� There the centurion approached him. 
/XNH�KDV�XV�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�WKH�FHQWXULRQ¶V�IDLWK�LV�WKH�PRVW�DGHTXDWH�
response to Christ’s words, to the Word of God who had just expressed 
the culmination of His teaching, the pith of all of the Gospel.

So then, this faith that enables Christ to complete His mission in 
us perfectly, what does it consist of? It consists of accepting Jesus’s 
ZRUG�ZLWK�D�KXPEOH�RSHQQHVV�WKDW�DOORZV�&KULVW�+LPVHOI�WR�IXO¿OO�+LV�
word, His mission in us. The centurion gave the example of military 
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authority: “For I too am a person subject to authority, with soldiers 
subject to me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, 
‘Come here,’ and he comes; and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does 
it.” Put succinctly, the centurion EHOLHYHG�ZLWK�WUXVW�WKDW�&KULVW¶V�ZRUG�
would become event. +H�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�-HVXV¶V�ZRUG�LV�IXO¿OOHG�LI�ZH�
DVN� IRU� LW�DQG�DOORZ� LW� WR�DFW��+H�ZDV�FHUWDLQ� WKDW� WKH�RQH�ZKR� IXO-
¿OOHG�WKH�ZRUG��WKH�RUGHU��ZDV�&KULVW�+LPVHOI��+H�XQGHUVWRRG�WKDW�ZH�
should not conceive of obedience simply as something we do with our 
RZQ�VWUHQJWK��EXW�WKDW�&KULVW�+LPVHOI�NQRZV�DQG�FDQ�DFFRPSOLVK�IRU�
us and in us what He says. Obedience is allowing Christ to do what 
He commands of us, what He orders us to do. 

The centurion’s words do not simply describe the miracle of the 
healing of his servant; they describe the life that Christ came to live in 
us, that Christ wants to live in us. When Jesus tells us to “Come!,” all 
of our vocation is summarized in this word. When Jesus says “Go!,” 
all of our mission is summarized in this word. When He says “Do 
this!,” this order summarizes the entire ZRUN of God that Jesus wants 
WR�IXO¿OO�LQ�XV�DQG�WKURXJK�XV�

Faith not only allows God to do some miracle for us, faith allows 
Christ to become the true subject of our lives, allows His word to live 
in us, allows the Word that He is to live in us as Word of God. Faith 
allows Christ to be incarnate in our life, as in the Virgin Mary, and 
WR�EHFRPH�LQ�XV�+LV�YRFDWLRQ��PLVVLRQ��DQG�ZRUN��WKDW�LV��+LV�FRPLQJ�
LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�WR�GR�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�)DWKHU�

Jesus summarized all this at the end of the episode when He told 
the centurion, “You may go; as you have believed, let it be done for 
you! 9DGH��HW�VLFXW�FUHGLGLVWL��¿DW�WLEL�”

How can we not hear in these words the echo of Mary’s answer to 
the angel? “Mary said, ‘Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May 
LW�EH�GRQH�WR�PH�>¿DW�PLKL] according to your word.’”��� In a certain 
sense, Jesus pronounces over us, over our faith, Mary’s “Behold, I 
am the handmaid of the Lord” so that our lives, too, will become an 
incarnation of His presence and mission. 

�����/N������
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7KH�ULJKW�SRVLWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�UHDOLW\�DQG�&KULVW

When Jesus, in response to the centurion’s words, said “Amen, I say 
to you, in no one in Israel have I found such faith!,”111 it is as if He 
were saying that there was a crisis of faith in Israel, and that the faith 
of the centurion was a prophetic judgment that should reveal to Israel 
its true problem, the true nature of its crisis.

$OVR�LQ�-HVXV¶V�WLPH��OLNH�WRGD\��WKH�SHRSOH�IHOW�WKDW�LW�ZDV�LQ�D�FUL-
sis. Everyone perceived that things were not going well, that a change 
was needed. However, almost everyone said it was the Romans’ fault, 
or the opposition party’s. The Pharisees said it was the fault of the 
Sadducees, and the Sadducees said it was the fault of the Pharisees. 
This is often the case in the Church today: if the enemies of the Church 
are not blamed, then the tendency in the Church opposite one’s own 
gets the blame.

Let’s imagine that Jesus came into the middle of all this. What 
ZRXOG� +H� WHOO� XV"� +H� ZRXOG� ORRN� IRU� D� 5RPDQ� FHQWXULRQ�� RU� D�
Canaanite woman,112 or a repentant prostitute,113�+H�ZRXOG�ORRN�ZLWK�
DPD]HPHQW�DW�WKHLU�IDLWK�DQG�WKHQ�+H�ZRXOG�WHOO�XV��³/RRN��WKH�WUXH�
problem is that you do not have this faith. Your crisis is a crisis of 
faith, not of a theoretical, dogmatic faith, because you are all fairly 
well catechized, but a crisis of faith as a position in front of Me and 
all of reality, all of life.”

Having faith does not mean doing nothing and letting God do 
everything; it does not mean living entirely on miracles and prodi-
JLRXV�ZRUNV��EXW�LQ�WDNLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�SRVLWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�UHDOLW\�DQG�*RG��
between the situation of the world and God who saves us. It is a mat-
ter of being the intermediary between God the Savior and the reality 
to be saved, to be those who allow God to act in the world. For this 
reason, faith is essential to mission. 

7KH�FHQWXULRQ¶V�IDLWK�LV� WKH�ULJKW�SRVLWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�KLV�VLFN�VHU-
vant and Christ. This man acted in truth in front of his servant and 
LQ� IURQW�RI�&KULVW��2Q� WKH�RQH�KDQG��KH� ORRNHG�DW�KLV� VLFN� VHUYDQW�
with great compassion, love, and passion for his well-being. On 
111  0W������
112  &I��0N�����±���
113  &I��/N�����±���
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WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��KH�ORRNHG�DW�&KULVW�ZLWK�WUXWK��DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�*RG��
DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�+LP�DV�WKH�RQH�6DYLRU�ZKR�FDQ�KHDO�KXPDQLW\��ZKR�
can respond to the needs of life and the need for salvation in every 
person. Faith is this right position of freedom, our freedom, between 
the need of humanity and God, of all of humanity, in us and in the 
whole world. Faith is the right position that allows God to embrace 
the world, to save it, change it, transform it, renew it, that is, every-
thing that all of us need, always. 

Jesus pointed to the centurion’s faith not to condemn the people 
of Israel or His disciples, but so that everyone would learn from this 
pagan to open up to the great miracle that Christ wants to do in our 
OLIH��QRW�VR�PXFK�WKH�PLUDFOH�RI�KHDOLQJ�D�VLFN�SHUVRQ��EXW�RI�PDNLQJ�
our life the space for the “Come!,” “Go!,” and “Do this!” that Christ 
SURQRXQFHV�RYHU�XV��WKDW�LV��RXU�YRFDWLRQ�WR�EHFRPH�WKH�ÀHVK�RI�+LV�
presence in today’s world.

The first and fundamental miracle of faith is our conversion 
to allowing Christ to live in us, in the community and thus in the 
world. The true miracle is that we obey Christ with simplicity of 
KHDUW�DQG�WUXVW��OLNH�WKH�VROGLHUV�DQG�VHUYDQWV�XQGHU�WKH�FHQWXULRQ��
The centurion said, “I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to anoth-
er, ‘Come here,’ and he comes; and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he 
does it.”114�0D\EH�+H�ZDV�VSHDNLQJ�RI�KLV�GHDU�VLFN�VHUYDQW��,W�ZDV�
exactly this servant whom Jesus healed and restored to this posi-
tion of “unhesitating” obedience, which, as Saint Benedict put it, 
“comes naturally to those who cherish Christ above all.”115 Jesus 
healed the servant so he could return to living this obedience, but 
from now on it would be as if he obeyed Jesus more than the cen-
WXULRQ��EHFDXVH�IURP�QRZ�RQ�KH�ZRXOG�REH\��ZRUN��DQG�GR�HYHU\-
thing with the life that Christ had given him, which was the life of 
Christ Himself in him. All his coming, going, and doing would be 
of Christ in him.

7KLQN�ZKDW�IXOOQHVV�RI�OLIH�WKLV�ZRXOG�JLYH�XV�IRU�OLYLQJ�RXU�IDLWK��
We urgently need this faith so that we no longer live ourselves, but 

so that Christ lives in us, as Saint Paul said to the Galatians, so that 

114  0W�����
115  5XOH�RI�6DLQW�%HQHGLFW�����±��
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WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�&KULVW�EHFRPHV�WKH�HQWLUH�YRFDWLRQ��PLVVLRQ��DQG�ZRUN�
of our lives.���

5HFRJQL]LQJ�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�VDOYDWLRQ

/RRNLQJ� VWUDLJKW�RQ�DW� WKH�FULVLV� LQ� IDLWK�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�EHLQJ�SHV-
simists, but recognizing that humanity, the human condition, is in a 
permanent state of needing salvation.�7KH� WUXH� FULVLV� GRHV� QRW� DVN�
IRU� VROXWLRQV��7KH� FULVLV� DVNV� IRU� VDOYDWLRQ�� WKH� VDOYDWLRQ� RI� SHRSOH�
and communities, of peoples, of peoples at war. The crisis is resolved 
when we live it as women and men who are redeemed, saved, and 
thus as women and men who, in the midst of the crisis, even if the 
crisis continues, have a reason to be glad and at peace that no solution 
to the crisis can ever substitute. 

Great faith is the faith of those to whom Christ can say, “You may 
go; as you have believed, let it be done for you!” Faith is our begging 
openness to the event of Christ, the thirsty permission we give Christ 
WR�PDNH�+LV�VDOYDWLRQ�KDSSHQ�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��WKH�JRRG�WKDW�RQO\�+H�FDQ�
bring about.

There is nothing more urgent and necessary for each of us, for 
our communities, for the Church, and for the world than this faith, 
because nothing is more necessary than the event of Christ, Savior of 
the world.

Regina Coeli

�����&I��*DO������

Saturday afternoon
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Sunday, April 16, morning 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

3LDQR�&RQFHUW�Q�����LQ�'�PLQRU��.����
&ODUD�+DVNLO��SLDQR±,JRU�0DUNHYLWFK±2UFKHVWUH�GHV�&RQFHUWV�/DPRXUHX[

6SLUWR�*HQWLO������3KLOLSV��8QLYHUVDO

Angelus

Morning Prayers

Q assembly

Davide Prosperi. We have listened to Il mio volto >0\�IDFH@��WKLV�
PDJQL¿FHQW� VRQJ� E\�$GULDQD�0DVFDJQL��ZKRP�ZH� UHPHPEHU�ZLWK�
JUHDW� IRQGQHVV�� ³0\�*RG�� ,� ORRN�DW�P\VHOI� DQG�GLVFRYHU� ,�KDYH�QR�
face.”��� How often have we had this experience? When it does not 
happen, more often than not it is caused by distraction. We get up 
LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ��ORRN�LQ�WKH�PLUURU��DQG�UHDOL]H�ZH�KDYH�QR�IDFH��7KH�
PRUH�GHHSO\�ZH�ORRN��WKH�PRUH�WKHUH�DSSHDUV�WR�XV�HQGOHVV�GDUNQHVV��
$QG�\HW�IURP�WKH�GDUN��IURP�WKH�GHSWK�RI�WKLV�GDUNQHVV��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�
be our existence if it were abandoned to itself, a light emerges. “Only 
ZKHQ�,�UHDOL]H�WKDW�<RX�DUH�KHUH���OLNH�DQ�HFKR�,�KHDU�P\�YRLFH�DJDLQ�
��DQG�,�DP�ERUQ�DJDLQ�OLNH�WKH�WLPH�RI�PHPRU\�´�7KLV�OLJKW�EHFRPHV�
VWURQJHU�DQG�VWURQJHU��ÀRRGLQJ�DOO�WKH�VSDFH�RI�RXU�GD\��WKH�OLJKW�RI�WKH�
memory of the fact that we are loved and awaited today by Him who 
has loved us forever. We are not alone: He is waiting for us, calling 
us. The song by Anas that we have just listened to is an event that hap-
SHQV�HYHU\�PRUQLQJ�ZKHQ�ZH�RSHQ�RXU�H\HV��³,I�\RX�RQO\�NQHZ�KRZ�
much I have waited for you / How much I have thought of you, how 
much I have loved you,”����VD\V�+H�ZKR�PDNHV�XV�QRZ��

���� �$GULDQD�0DVFDJQL�� ³,O�PLR�YROWR´� >0\� IDFH@�� LQ�Canti >6RQJV@� �0LODQ��6RFLHWj�&RRSHUDWLYH�
(GLWRULDOH�1XRYR�0RQGR�������������
�����$QWRQLR�$QDVWDVLR��³6H�WX�VDSHVVL´�>,I�\RX�NQHZ@��IURP�WKH�DOEXP�Pochi passi >$�IHZ�VWHSV@��
UHFRUGHG�DW�WKH�7DSSHWL�6RQRUL�5HFRUGLQJ�6WXGLR��������DUUDQJHPHQW�:DOWHU�0XWR����)UDWHUQLWj�
sacerdotale San Carlo.
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/DVW�QLJKW�\RX�UHDOO\�OHW�\RXUVHOYHV�JR��DQG�DIWHU�������TXHVWLRQV�
the printer ran out of toner! They are very beautiful questions, not 
only those we have chosen and to which Fr. Mauro will respond. This 
shows that in these days Fr. Mauro has brought us to a new gaze upon 
ourselves and all of reality, and in fact, most of the questions are exis-
tential and touch on fundamental passages from the introduction and 
above all the two lessons on Saturday. So, without wasting more time, 
I’ll read the chosen questions. 

“The apostles did not believe because of what He said or the miracles 
He performed. They believed because of His ‘presence charged with 
D�SURSRVDO�¶´�&RXOG�\RX�VSHDN�PRUH�DERXW�WKLV�SDVVDJH"�+RZ�LV�WKLV�
valid for people today, for example, our children?”

“Are we disadvantaged compared to the people before us? ‘Can a 
cultured man, a European of our days, believe, really believe in the 
GLYLQLW\�RI�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG��-HVXV�&KULVW"¶��'RVWR\HYVNL�´�

Fr. Mauro-Giuseppe Lepori��,�WKLQN�WKDW�LI�ZH�DUH�KHUH��LI�ZH�IRO-
low a charism, it means that the Spirit does not disadvantage us, just 
as He does not disadvantage any era or any human creature. In what 
way does He not disadvantage us? In the gift of a presence, the gift 
of a living encounter with Christ and thus in the proposal of the pres-
ence of Christ. The proposal of faith is the presence, the event of 
&KULVW�LQ�RXU�PLGVW��³,�DP�ZLWK�\RX�DOZD\V�>HYHU\�GD\@��XQWLO�WKH�HQG�
of the age.”119 This is the great promise of the Risen One. It is not 
possible that if Christ is present every day, He is less present than He 
was for the apostles, because Christ cannot be less than Himself. If 
we are promised His presence, the gift of His presence, and if this is 
ZKDW�SDVVHV� WKURXJK�DOO�RI�KLVWRU\�XQWLO� WKH�HQG�RI� WKH�ZRUOG±HYHU\�
day, every month, every year, and thus forever, even in our era, this 
cannot be given less to us than to the apostles. What can disadvan-
WDJH�XV�LV�OLYLQJ�LQ�DQ�HUD��LQ�D�FXOWXUDO�WLPH��PDUNHG�E\�D�PHQWDOLW\�
that clouds our eyes and our freedom from recognizing this presence 
DQG�ZHOFRPLQJ�WKH�SURSRVDO�WKDW�LW�LV��7KHUH�FDQ�EH�D�IRJ�WKDW�NHHSV�
XV�IURP�OLYLQJ�RXU�IDLWK�ZLWK�IUDQNQHVV��6DLQW�3DXO�VDLG� WR�7LPRWK\�

119  0W�������
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WKDW�KH�VKRXOG�VWLU�LQWR�ÀDPH�³WKH�VLQFHUH�IDLWK�WKDW�¿UVW�OLYHG�LQ�\RXU�
JUDQGPRWKHU�>«@�DQG�PRWKHU�´��� which literally means a faith that 
LV�QRW�K\SRFULWLFDO��RQH�WKDW�LV�IUDQN��H[SOLFLW��DQG�KRQHVW��%HFDXVH�RI�
WKLV�ZH�FDQQRW�KHOS�EXW�EHOLHYH�WKDW�IDLWK�LV�DOVR�D�JLIW��D�JLIW�OLQNHG�WR�
the presence of Christ, the gift that the Spirit gives us so we can rec-
ognize Christ. Simeon went and recognized the presence of the Child 
because the Holy Spirit moved him to do so.121 I believe we have to 
have faith in the Holy Spirit, who cannot help but accentuate (certain-
ly not disadvantage!) the gift of the capacity to recognize Christ in 
an era in which everything fails to recognize Him. We have to realize 
this: among us and in the Church today there are testimonies that are 
H[FHSWLRQDO�� DPD]LQJ�� SUHFLVHO\� EHFDXVH� RI� WKH� GDUN� EDFNGURS� RI� D�
FXOWXUH��D�PHQWDOLW\��D�WLPH�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�IDYRU�IDLWK�DW�DOO��,�WKLQN�WKDW�
WKLV�VKRXOG�PDNH�XV�IHHO�PRUH�DGYDQWDJHG�WKDQ�RWKHU�HUDV��

Prosperi��³<RX�VSRNH�DERXW�VWLUULQJ�XS�WKH�HPEHUV�RI�IDLWK�DQG�WKDW�
IDLWK�LV�D�JLIW�>DQG�\RX¶YH�VDLG�LW�DJDLQ�MXVW�QRZ@�WKDW�ZH�GR�QRW�JLYH�
RXUVHOYHV��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�EHWWHU�KRZ�,�FDQ�VWLU�XS�P\�IDLWK�´

Lepori��7R�VWLU�XS��WR�DVN�WR�VWLU�XS�IDLWK±6DLQW�3DXO�DVNV�IRU�VRPH-
thing that Timothy’s freedom must do. We do not stir up our faith 
ourselves: it is a gift, a grace that is offered to our freedom, proposed 
WR� RXU� IUHHGRP�� 6WLUULQJ� LW� XS� LV� WKH� WDVN� RI� WKH� FRUUHVSRQGHQFH� RI�
RXU� IUHHGRP� WR� WKLV� JUDFH�� ,� WKLQN� WKDW�ZH�PXVW� EH� DZDUH� WKDW� DOVR�
freedom is a gift: it is a charism. And as I was saying, freedom is 
DOVR� DQ� LUUHYRFDEOH�JLIW��*RG�GLG�QRW� UHYRNH� WKLV� JLIW� DIWHU� WKH�¿UVW�
sin and after everything that has happened in history because of the 
PLVWDNHQ�XVH�RI�IUHHGRP��*RG�UHPDLQV�YHU\�IDLWKIXO�WR�WKH�LUUHYRFD-
bility of every one of His gifts, in particular the gift of freedom. We 
PXVW�EH�DZDUH�WKDW�SUHFLVHO\�EHFDXVH�+H�GLG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�UHYRNH�WKLV�
gift, Christ died on the cross. He went to the cross because He did 
QRW�WDNH�DZD\�-XGDV¶V�IUHHGRP�WR�EHWUD\�+LP��WKH�3KDULVHHV¶�IUHHGRP�
to condemn Him, Pilate’s freedom to try Him, etc. He went deeply 
into the gift of freedom and suffered the consequences. In this way 

�����&I����7P����±��
121  &I��/N�����±���
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+H�FRQ¿UPHG�LW�IRU�XV��DQG�JDYH�LW�WR�XV�HYHQ�PRUH��+H�PDGH�LW�HYHQ�
PRUH�SUHFLRXV��SUHFLRXV��KRZHYHU��LQ�KRZ�+H�VDYHV�LW��KRZ�+H�PDNHV�
it good, a gift that is not wasted, but bears fruit. The fruit of freedom 
is that it becomes a yes, a yes to the event that opens totally, that is 
an openness, the openness of Mary, the openness of Our Lady to the 
event of Christ. This is the apex of freedom, of the redeemed freedom 
of Mary beginning with her conception and of our freedom redeemed 
E\�&KULVW�RQ�WKH�FURVV��PDNLQJ�LW�FDSDEOH�RI�VWLUULQJ�XS�IDLWK��VWLUULQJ�
itself up as faith, of being lived as openness to the presence of Christ. 

Prosperi��:KDW�\RX�VD\�LV�YHU\�EHDXWLIXO��)UHHGRP�LV�WKH�¿UVW�LUUH-
vocable gift of God, and it is the testimony to the truth of what you 
VDLG�WKH�¿UVW�HYHQLQJ��*RG�QHYHU�WDNHV�EDFN�+LV�JLIWV��7KLV�LV�D�VRXUFH�
RI�KRSH�DQG�FHUWDLQW\�IRU�XV�DV�ZHOO��&KULVW�GRHV�QRW�HYHU�UHYRNH�WKH�
FRPPLWPHQW�RI�WKH�SURPLVHV�+H�PDNHV�IRU�RXU�OLYHV�

Lepori. Yes, you welcome freedom as a gift when it becomes trust in 
God; you welcome it as gift when it is trust that we give to Him. Faith 
is trust in Christ, trusting in Him, believing in Him, following Him, 
saying yes to Him, having trust in the fact that He wants our good and 
loves us. Faith is this welcoming of the gift deep down and returning it. 

Prosperi. “Today there were moments when it seemed that every-
WKLQJ�FRPHV�IURP�*RG��IDLWK�FRPHV�IURP�*RG��*RG�PDNHV�XQLW\��*RG�
resolves crises, as if God were a response to everything, sent down 
from above. But where am I?”

³)DLWK�LV�D�PHWKRG�RI�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�LQYROYHV�WKH�XVH�RI�P\�UHDVRQ��
You said that ‘faith allows Christ to become the true subject of our 
life.’ In some way I feel that my humanity is eliminated. How can my 
humanity be the road and not an obstacle for the growth of my faith?”

Lepori. When do we use reason as reason and not as madness? 
When it embraces and recognizes all of reality, when it remains open 
to all of reality. Reason that closes itself upon an idea, a restricted 
concept, reason that rejects being an open gaze upon the whole of 
UHDOLW\�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� LW��GRHV�QRW�HPEUDFH� WKH� LQ¿QLWH� �DQG� WKH�
LQ¿QLWH�LV�SDUW�RI�UHDOLW\����5HYHODWLRQ�UHYHDOV�WR�XV�WKDW�DOO�RI�UHDOLW\�LV�
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*RG�ZKR�PDNHV�LW�RXW�RI�WKH�ORYH�WKDW�+H�LV��DQG�UHYHODWLRQ�SURSRVHV�
that we verify this. Thus, my reason, my “I,” exists if it is open to 
WKLV��LI�LW�YHUL¿HV�WKLV��5HYHODWLRQ�HQDEOHV�DQG�IXOO\�H[DOWV�WKH�³,´�RI�
the human person inasmuch as it is capable of opening itself to all of 
reality. Understanding that my humanity is made for verifying this, 
IRU�YHULI\LQJ�WKDW�LW�LV�PDGH�IRU�ZHOFRPLQJ�DQ�LQ¿QLWH�ORYH��PDNHV�DOO�
RI�P\�KXPDQLW\�OLNH�D�¿HOG�WKDW�IDLWK�FDXVHV�WR�EHDU�IUXLW�E\�RSHQLQJ�
it to all of reality, thereby broadening my humanity. Where am I? I 
am there where I open to all of reality. I am not there where I hide 
�OLNH�$GDP�DQG�(YH�DPRQJ� WKH�EXVKHV�� DV�*RG�FRPHV� WRZDUG�PH��
the God who proposes to me His companionship and friendship, who 
proposes that I live all of reality at the source of His friendship for 
everything, the God who comes to stroll in the garden He created and 
PDGH�EHDXWLIXO��WKDW�+H�JDYH�WR�$GDP�DQG�(YH�WR�PDNH�WKHP�VHH�WKDW�
everything is gift. And yet they hid from this, they closed themselves 
against this! If my “I” closes to this, it closes to itself; that is, it morti-
¿HV�LWVHOI�DQG�QR�ORQJHU�NQRZV�ZKHUH�LW�LV��:KHQ�*RG�DVNHG��³$GDP��
where are you?,”122 Adam could not tell Him because he no longer 
NQHZ�ZKHUH�KLV�³,´�ZDV��EHFDXVH�WKH�WUXH�SODFH��WKH�WUXH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�
RXU�³,´�LV�WKH�<RX��,W�LV�VD\LQJ�³<RX´�WR�*RG��WR�WKH�<RX�ZKR�PDNHV�
\RX��2QO\�LI�ZH�DUH�IRXQG�GR�ZH�NQRZ�ZKHUH�ZH�DUH��

If we let ourselves be found by this relationship that loves us and 
comes to us, a relationship that proposes Him to us and says “you” 
WR�XV�VR�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�DQVZHU�³<RX�´�WKHQ�ZH�NQRZ�ZKHUH�ZH�DUH��:H�
NQRZ�ZKHUH�ZH�DUH�RQO\�LI�LQ�IURQW�RI�XV�WKHUH�LV�WKH�\RX�RI�WKH�LQ¿QLWH�
*RG�ZKR�JLYHV�XV�HYHU\WKLQJ��7KLV�LV�ZKDW�PDNHV�&KULVW�EHFRPH�WKH�
VXEMHFW�RI�RXU�OLIH��WKDW�PDNHV�XV�OLYH�DV�D�QHZ�VXEMHFW��VR�WKDW�LW�LV�QR�
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. What does Christ live 
in me? The fullness of my “I,” the fullness of my being created to be 
a child of God, being created in Christ. We are created in Christ and 
Christ lives in us. This is an experience of the fullness of the “I” that 
RQO\�&KULVW�PDNHV� SRVVLEOH��$QG� RQO\� E\�ZHOFRPLQJ� DQG� UHDOL]LQJ�
ZLWK�ZRQGHU��OLNH�6DLQW�3DXO��WKDW�³,�OLYH��QR�ORQJHU�,��EXW�&KULVW�OLYHV�
in me,”123 only by living this wonder does one realize who one truly 

122  Gn 3:9.
123  &I��*DO������
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LV��,�WKLQN�WKDW�WKRVH�ZKR�NQHZ�6DLQW�3DXO��DQG�\RX�VHH�LW�IURP�WKH�OHW-
ters) recognized that he had a very strong personality, and yet even a 
PDQ�OLNH�KLP�KDG�WR�UHDOL]H�WKDW�WKH�IXOOQHVV�RI�KLV�³,�´�RI�KLV�SHUVRQDO-
ity, was made to have a subject that was not the “I” he thought he was. 

Prosperi. With respect to being in front of a You and the wonder 
of being children, I remember one of the posters from years past that 
showed the image of Marcellino, with his eyes wide open in front of a 
presence, which is not something juxtaposed to his “I” but is the source 
of wonder.124�/LNH�HYHU\RQH��DW�WLPHV�ZH�DUH�WHPSWHG�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�ZH�
are basically autonomous, as if God were not truly a father but someone 
who gives you the initial push and then you have to go forward on your 
own two feet. Instead, God does everything. Yes, God does everything 
and this is beautiful. This is the reason Fr. Giussani always insisted that 
our original posture is that of a child, and it is the reason we created 
that poster. A child depends totally, and this is not only his existential 
condition but also the gusto, peace, and continual wonder at a newness 
in front of an Other who does everything for us and in our life. 

Lepori. Marcellino’s gaze is the same gaze that surprised me in 
Fr. Giussani, that gaze upon me, amazed at me, which revealed me to 
myself, amazed me and thus opened me, caused me not to live turned 
in on myself. As we said, living turned in on ourselves is the nega-
tion of the “I” and suffocates the “I” as relationship, as created in the 
LPDJH�DQG�OLNHQHVV�RI�WKH�7ULQLW\��7KLV�LV�ZK\�,�VD\�WKDW�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK�
is not separate from communion.

Prosperi. We can read the next question, which is on this very 
point. “‘Christian faith is not separable from communion.’ What is the 
nexus between faith and communion?”

We chose this question because it introduces the common thread 
of the journey of these days on faith. The entire second lesson focused 
on this.

124  7KH�UHIHUHQFH�LV�WR�WKH�SURWDJRQLVW�RI�WKH�¿OP�Marcellino pane e vino >0DUFHOOLQR��EUHDG�DQG�
wine] (directed by Ladislao Vajda, Falco Film-Chamartin, Spain, 1955). The image is reproduced 
in the 1992 Easter poster.
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Lepori. Christian faith is not separate from communion because of 
the simple fact that faith is believing in the Trinity. The whole reality 
WKDW�IDLWK�EHOLHYHV�LQ�LV�WKH�7ULQLW\�ZKR�PDNHV�XV��ZKR�ZDQWHG�WR�FUHDWH�
us, who created the entire universe and gives everything substance and 
being, the origin and end of everything. God is the eternal communion 
of persons and created the human person so we would participate in this 
nature of His, the divine nature that is love, this communion among the 
three persons, and thus so we would enter into this relationship. After 
all, the entire proclamation of Christ and all of revelation consists in 
PDNLQJ�XV�HQWHU�LQWR�WKH�WULQLWDULDQ�UHODWLRQVKLS�DV�FKLOGUHQ�RI�WKH�)DWKHU�
in the Holy Spirit; that is, we have been given a place that is the place of 
&KULVW��D�SODFH�DV�GDXJKWHU�RU�VRQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�7ULQLW\��$OO�IDLWK�LV�NQRZLQJ�
and experiencing this, as Jesus said in chapter 15 of Saint John: “As the 
Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in My love. If you love one 
another, you remain in My love.” Everything is there: “As the Father 
loves Me, so I also love you.”125�:KDW�FDQ�EH�JUHDWHU��PRUH�LQ¿QLWH�WKDQ�
being loved by Christ as the Father loves Him? There is nothing, there 
is no being, there is no reality outside this. “As the Father loves Me, so 
,�DOVR�ORYH�\RX�´�DQG�³UHPDLQ�LQ�0\�ORYH�´�-HVXV�OLQNV�WKLV�UHPDLQLQJ�
in His love, this being loved by Him the way the Father loves Him, to 
RXU�ORYLQJ�HDFK�RWKHU��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��XQLW\�LV�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�WRWDOLW\�RI�
the Christian experience. Living communion together means opening 
RXUVHOYHV��ZKLFK�LV�DVNHG�RI�XV�DQG�JLYHQ�WR�XV��WR�WKLV�LQ¿QLWH�H[SHUL-
ence that is recognized only by faith, that faith recognizes and that faith 
embraces. Faith is believing in this love, in the proposal of this love. 
Therefore, you cannot distinguish the life of communion from the life 
of faith, nor the life of faith from the life of communion, because there 
is no faith outside communion and there is no communion outside of 
faith. This is such a great mystery that you cannot respond. 

Prosperi. This leads us to the next questions.
“What does it mean to be united and at the same time to maintain 

your own uniqueness and diversity?”
“You insisted a lot on unity. In the October 15 audience the pope told 

XV�WKDW�µXQLW\�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�XQLIRUPLW\�¶�,Q�IDFW��WKH�¿UVW�&LVWHUFLDQV�

125  &I��-Q�����±���
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>VHH�Three Religious Rebels] and then Saint Bernard founded a new 
order and Fr. Giussani became the founder of a new thing within the 
Church. What is the contribution of my humanity?” 

Lepori��+HUH��WRR��WKH�XQLW\�WKDW�&KULVW�DVNV�WKH�)DWKHU�IRU�XV�LV�LQ�
imitation of how the Father and the Son are united in the Holy Spirit. 
)URP�WKH�OLWWOH�,�NQRZ�RI�WKHP��LW�VHHPV�WR�PH�WKDW�WKH�WKUHH�SHUVRQV�
RI�WKH�7ULQLW\�DUH�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�HDFK�RWKHU��,�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�WKHUH�
is a more evident diversity. Do you understand that communion is 
exactly this unity in a diversity, because the person is “diversity”? It 
is originality, isn’t it? But there is a love in Being, there is love that 
is Being, that unites that which is the least uniform possible, I don’t 
NQRZ�KRZ�WR�VD\�LW��7KLV�LV�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�HFFOHVLDO�FRPPXQLRQ��,�VHH�
LW� LQ� WKH� OLIH�RI�PRQDVWHULHV�� WKH�PRUH�WKH�PRQNV�DQG�QXQV�DJH�� WKH�
more their personality becomes original, not because they separate 
from communion and do whatever they want; in fact, often they are 
the most united, the most obedient, the most inside, those who are 
the most involved in the life of the community. Yet their personality 
becomes increasingly more original, truly, and you are amazed at the 
originality of their person as a gift that is precisely their charism, the 
gift of being what the Lord gives them to be, the “I” that He gives 
them to be. Well, the uniformity that the pope condemns is a unity 
that apes the trinitarian communion, the communion of the Church, 
instead of living it. In fact, communion does not subtract from the 
Spirit the richness of the gift of the charism given to each person 
that is necessary for communion and enriches the communion among 
us. This holds within a community, a family, a fraternity, an order, 
and in the whole Church. We have to be careful not to conceive of 
the identity of each person as something that divides. Normally this 
happens when a gift is separated from communion, that is, when it 
is lived as something that does not build up communion, that is not 
nourished by and does not nourish communion. This is the one, true 
problem. Instead, when the originality of each person is welcomed as 
a gift of the Spirit, you understand that each of these gifts is the life 
of the one body of Christ. Thus, I experience peace in living my own 
gift and the gifts I don’t have if I have the awareness of living in a 
ERG\��)RU�H[DPSOH��SHRSOH�VD\�WR�PH��³:HOO��\RX�PRQNV�GRQ¶W�JR�RQ�
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mission!” Certainly, but the Church does! I am a member of a body 
DQG�,�NQRZ�,�KDYH�D�ERQG�ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKR�JR�RQ�PLVVLRQ��MXVW�DV�WKRVH�
ZKR�JR�RQ�PLVVLRQ�NQRZ�WKH\�KDYH�D�ERQG�ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKR�SUD\�DQG�
RIIHU�WKHLU�OLIH�LQ�DQRWKHU�ZD\��7KLV�PDNHV�XV�WRXFK�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�
DOO�WKH�ULFKQHVV�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLRQ��ZKLFK�GRHV�QRW�NLOO�WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI�
HDFK�SHUVRQ�DQG�LV�QRW�D�XQLIRUPLW\�WKDW�PRUWL¿HV�WKH�JLIW��WKH�VKLQLQJ�
spread of the gift of Christ to the world. 

Prosperi. There are some questions that touch on the point of orig-
inality when it undermines communion or unity. Among these we 
have chosen this one:

“In a passage of the morning lesson you mentioned one of your 
PRQDVWHULHV�DQG�VSRNH�RI�SUREOHPV� WKDW� LQYROYH� WKH� µPRUH�RU� OHVV�
VLQFHUH¶�IUHHGRP�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�HQWUXVWHG�WR�\RX��<RX�DOVR�VSRNH�
of your reactions of anger, dejection, and sadness in front of all 
this. At times I have a similar experience. Faced with those who 
DI¿UP� WKHPVHOYHV� �WKHLU� RSLQLRQ�� SRZHU�� RU� VLPSO\� WKHLU� QHHG� IRU�
DWWHQWLRQ��>WKLV�KROGV�WUXH�LQ�D�IDPLO\��WRR@�LQ�D�KRVWLOH�ZD\�DJDLQVW�
WKH�ZRUN�RWKHUV�GR�WR�EXLOG�RU�QRXULVK�XQLW\��VSHDNLQJ�ZLWK�GXSOLF-
LW\��PDQLSXODWLQJ� WKH� UHDOLW\�RI� IDFWV� DQG�SHRSOH� �DQG� WKH�ZHDNHVW�
are often those who pay the price) I can’t always say I’m capable 
RI�HQWUXVWLQJ�WKLV�WR�*RG�DQG�¿QGLQJ�SHDFH��6RPHWLPHV�,�RQO\�KDYH�
a foggy consciousness (if not as an ultimate judgment, at least as a 
sentiment that encumbers me) that the unity of the community does 
not depend on me but is a gift. Yet it is true that I am also entrusted 
ZLWK�WKH�WDVN�RI�GHIHQGLQJ�XQLTXHQHVV�DQG�WKH�ZHDN��+RZ�GR�\RX�
deal with the evil of division, a freedom that does not recognize 
>XQLW\@�DQG�µURZV�LQ�WKH�RSSRVLWH�GLUHFWLRQ�¶´"

Lepori��7KLQNLQJ�RI�P\�RZQ�H[SHULHQFH�¿UVW�RI�DOO��,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�
H[DFWO\�LQ�VXFK�D�VLWXDWLRQ�LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�NHHS�\RXU�H\HV�¿[HG�RQ�
Jesus and not on the person or people who incarnate a position in the 
FRPPXQLW\��RU�LQ�WKH�RUGHU��WKH�PRYHPHQW��HWF���WKDW�GLYLGHV��D�ELW�OLNH�
Judas. I’m not saying they are all Judases but that in a certain sense 
they become dividers, they create division.

Prosperi. We all have a bit of the temptation of Judas.



87

Sunday morning

Lepori��:H�DOO�KDYH�WKLV�WHPSWDWLRQ��7KHUHIRUH��WKH�¿UVW�WKLQJ�WR�EH�
aware of is that I, too, could be that person, and that at times without 
realizing it, I am that person for others. For Jesus, Judas was a painful 
ZRXQG�EXW�QRW�D�¿[DWLRQ��,Q�IDFW��WKH�GLVFLSOHV�KDG�OLYHG�ZLWK�-XGDV�
for three years, but up to the end, nobody realized that Judas was a 
problem. In a certain sense, it seems that Jesus always covered the 
situation a bit out of love for him and because of the irrevocableness 
of the gift He had given Judas in calling him, in giving him freedom, 
having chosen him. It is as if Christ hadn’t been able to say, “No, 
leave!” In fact, Judas rejected Jesus and left, but the gift remained. 
7KLV�PDNHV�XV�GHDO�ZLWK�SHRSOH�DQG�VLWXDWLRQV�WKDW�WRUPHQW�XV�ZLWK�D�
EDFNGURS�RI�P\VWHU\��SHRSOH�DUH�QHYHU�GH¿QHG�RQO\�E\�WKHLU�EHKDY-
ior, by what they do, by what they may be plotting. Anyway, there 
is something that really freed me in a time when I was the object of 
D�PRUH�HYLGHQW�KRVWLOLW\��WKH�UHDOL]DWLRQ�WKDW�*RG�GRHV�QRW�DVN�XV�WR�
IDFH�WKH�HQHP\�IURQWDOO\��WKDW�LV��OLNH�3HWHU�ZLWK�KLV�VZRUG�DJDLQVW�WKH�
enemies, because the enemy is stronger than us, especially the enemy 
with a capital E, who often hides behind people’s fragility. Judas was 
a fragile person. In his ambition he was a fragile person who the devil 
VXFFHHGHG�LQ�PDNLQJ�KLV�LQVWUXPHQW�RI�GLYLVLRQ��,W�GRHV�PH�D�ORW�RI�
good to read the psalms in which there is the image of God who over-
comes the enemy, because I realize that the enemy is stronger than 
me, but that God is stronger than the enemy. What does this mean? It 
means that I do not have to face head-on the experience of hostility, 
DQLPRVLW\��GHFHLW��HWF�±,�RQO\�KDYH�WR�IDFH�LW�LQ�P\�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�
&KULVW��,�KDYH�WR�SDVV�WKURXJK�+LP��HQWUXVWLQJ�P\VHOI�WR�+LP��¿UVW�RI�
DOO�� ,W�PHDQV�¿[LQJ�P\�H\HV�RQ�+LP�PRUH�WKDQ�RQ�WKH�SUREOHP�WKH�
other represents for me. This is an exercise of ascesis because it is 
WUXH�WKDW�ZKHQ�VRPHRQH�WRUPHQWV�XV�LW�EHFRPHV�D�¿[DWLRQ��:H�FDQ¶W�
VWRS� WKLQNLQJ� DERXW� LW�� FDQ¶W� VOHHS� DW� QLJKW�� EHFDXVH� LW� WRUPHQWV� XV�
psychologically. This, too (maybe this is why Jesus left Judas free to 
the very end) drives us to a conversion so that truly even in this, and 
above all in this, we cannot claim to save ourselves by ourselves or to 
save the community or the Church by ourselves. Often in the lives of 
WKH�VDLQWV�RU�WKH�SRSHV�RQH�DVNV��³:K\�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�GLG�KH�EHDU�KDYLQJ�
that person next to him? Why didn’t he send him away? Why didn’t 
KH�JHW�ULG�RI�KLP"�:K\�GLG�KH�OHW�KLP�DFW"´�,�WKLQN�DFWXDOO\�WKDW�WKLV�
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was part of their holiness. They understood they had to leave God the 
time and the way to resolve these torments, these trials, because God 
wants to save the enemy, too; He doesn’t want to destroy him but to 
VDYH�KLP�DQG�WKXV�+H�PDNHV�XV�SDWLHQW�VR�WKDW�ZLWK�RXU�SDWLHQFH�ZH�
allow Him to win completely, not only overcoming the problems, the 
division, and the deceit that torment us, but also overcoming the deep 
division in His body, of which certain phenomena and people are just 
the tip of the iceberg, because the true problem is always that there is 
a much more powerful enemy behind it and only Christ defeats him 
by dying on the cross. 

Prosperi. This reminds me of Jesus telling the Father, “They 
EHORQJHG� WR�<RX�� DQG�<RX�JDYH� WKHP� WR�0H� >«@� VR� WKDW� WKH\�PD\�
be one just as We are.”��� When we forget this, it is as if we become 
masters of the companionship and the road we all travel.

Lepori. As always, we need to allow ourselves to be surprised by 
how God solves these problems better than we can. When I said, “the 
enemy is stronger than me, but God is stronger than the enemy and 
so I trust in God,” I was given peace in that situation. I was surprised 
that God found the solution in me, created it in me, and gave me the 
grace to be at peace in front of an enemy. It was the peace of Jesus in 
front of Judas, the peace that He always had in front of His enemies. 

Prosperi. “In the afternoon lesson, you said that having faith does 
QRW�PHDQ�GRLQJ�QRWKLQJ�DQG�KDYLQJ�*RG�GR�HYHU\WKLQJ��EXW�WDNLQJ�WKH�
ULJKW�SRVLWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�UHDOLW\�DQG�*RG�>WKLV�H[SUHVVLRQ�VWUXFN�PDQ\��
and many questions were about this], being the go-between between 
WKH�6DYLRU�DQG�UHDOLW\��:KDW�GRHV�LW�PHDQ�WR�¿QG�WKH�ULJKW�SRVLWLRQ"�
&DQ�\RX�WDON�PRUH�DERXW�KRZ��H[LVWHQWLDOO\��,�FDQ�OHDUQ�WKLV�ULJKW�SRVL-
tion in my daily life?”

Lepori��)DLWK�UHFRJQL]HV��DVNV�IRU��WUDQVPLWV��DQG�SURFODLPV�*RG¶V�
relationship with reality, with our reality; in this relationship He cre-
DWHV��ORYHV��UHGHHPV�DQG�VDYHV±LW�LV�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�WKDW�LV�PHUF\��7RGD\�

�����-Q�����±���
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is Divine Mercy Sunday,��� which expresses exactly this mystery 
of God’s relationship with our reality. Faith recognizes that God’s 
gaze is mercy. When the apostles saw Jesus lift His eyes toward the 
approaching crowd (whom the apostles viewed only as an enormous 
SDLQ�LQ�WKH�QHFN���WKH\�UHFRJQL]HG�WKDW�-HVXV¶V�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�
crowd was one of compassion and mercy. His love was one that 
embraced, welcomed, and gave His life for them. Well then, faith is 
recognizing God’s relationship with reality and God’s gaze on reali-
W\��HYHQ�RQ�P\�HQHP\��7KLV�PHDQV�,�FDQ�ORRN�DW�P\�HQHP\�ZLWK�WKH�
eyes of faith, and not just starting from my own psychology, in order 
to discover that a true relationship with reality is not just me and the 
HQHP\��EXW�PH�SDVVLQJ�WKURXJK�*RG�WR�ORRN�DW�WKH�HQHP\��2XU�SODFH�
is to recognize this in living our reality, the reality that is given to us 
HYHU\�GD\��WKH�UHDOLW\�,�OLYH�ZLWK�P\�IDPLO\��LQ�P\�ZRUN��LQ�P\�LOOQHVV��
LQ�P\�VLQ�� WKH� UHDOLW\� WKDW� IRU� WKH�FHQWXULRQ�ZDV�KLV�VLFN�VHUYDQW±DW�
WKDW�PRPHQW��IRU� WKH�FHQWXULRQ�UHDOLW\�ZDV�FRQFHQWUDWHG�RQ�KLV�VLFN�
servant with an urgency, pain, and a feeling of love and friendship. 
What did he do? He was the go-between for this reality and Jesus 
ZKR� VDZ� KRZ� -HVXV� HPEUDFHG� WKLV� UHDOLW\�� KRZ� -HVXV� ORRNHG� DW� LW��
VDYHG�LW��DQG�KHDOHG�LW��7KLV�LV�WKH�JUHDW�WDVN��7KLV�DOORZV�WKH�HYHQW�RI�
&KULVW�WR�KDSSHQ�EHFDXVH�-HVXV�GRHV�QRW�ORRN�DW�UHDOLW\�IURP�RXWVLGH��
but embraces it, becomes an event inside human reality. This means 
WKDW�KXPDQ�UHDOLW\��ZKLFK�VLQ�WRRN�DZD\�IURP�*RG��LV�SXW�EDFN�LQWR�
His hands so that He does what only God can do. When the centurion 
SXW�KLV�VLFN�VHUYDQW�LQ�&KULVW¶V�KDQGV��KH�IRXQG�KLP�KHDOHG��UHVWRUHG�WR�
him, redeemed, and he found himself to have been the instrument of 
this event. He understood that his faith was enough, in a certain sense, 
as if to say, “My faith is enough to bring You to my servant. Just say 
a word and my servant will be healed,” that is, “Your presence is 
VR�JUHDW�WKDW�RQH�ZRUG�VXI¿FHV�IRU�HYHU\WKLQJ�´�-XVW�RQH�ZRUG��ZHO-
comed with faith, brings the entire event of Christ into the reality that 
LV�HQWUXVWHG�WR�XV��,�WKLQN�WKDW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�PRUH�GHHSO\�DQG�
existentially how to learn this correct position from within our daily 
YLFLVVLWXGHV��ZH�QHHG�WR�ORRN�DW�WKH�FORXG�RI�ZLWQHVVHV�WKDW�VXUURXQGV�

�����³'LYLQH�0HUF\�6XQGD\�´�LQVWLWXWHG�E\�-RKQ�3DXO�,,�LQ�������FRLQFLGHV�ZLWK�WKH�6XQGD\�DIWHU�
Easter.



Exercises of the Fraternity

90

XV�� ,�ZDV� VSHDNLQJ�DERXW� -RQH��EXW� -RQH�KDG� VSRNHQ�DERXW� WKH� VWX-
pendous witness of the way Fr. Giussani and John Paul II lived their 
illnesses. She transmitted to us her gaze on the cloud of witnesses and 
on these saints. There is a continual communication to each other of 
the testimony of how people, in particular in illness, in the face of 
GHDWK��HWF���DOORZ�WKLV�UHDOLW\�WR�EH�WDNHQ�LQWR�WKH�KDQGV�RI�&KULVW��7KHLU�
testimony is a road for us. First of all, it has appeal because there is 
nothing more fascinating than a life or situation, even of evil, danger, 
LOOQHVV�� RU� GHDWK�� WKDW� DOORZV� LWVHOI� WR� EH� WDNHQ� LQWR�&KULVW¶V� KDQGV��
There is nothing more fascinating as a proposal of fullness of life for 
PH�EHFDXVH�,�NQRZ�WKDW�P\�OLIH�LV�PDGH�IRU�WKLV��7KH�URDG�FRQVLVWV�LQ�
following each other and welcoming the testimony we give to each 
other, which becomes a proposal that all of us can verify. 

Prosperi��(YHQ�VR��RXU�IULHQG�DVNV��³,W�VHHPV�WKDW�WKH�FORXG�RI�ZLW-
nesses I have encountered is not enough for me to be certain of the 
love of Christ, to reach true faith in God the Father. There is always 
space for doubt. How can I be certain that Christ operates in the peo-
ple I meet and wants to communicate Himself to me through them?” 
$QG�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ�DVNV��³7KLV�GRXEW� VHHPV� OLNH�D�EHWUD\DO� WKDW� LV�
too great and continuous. Could you help me understand better the 
dynamic of doubt? Is it impossible to escape from it?”

Lepori. Since testimony is always about an event, it is always great-
er than the witnesses. There is no need for the witnesses to be greater 
than what they testify to (no apostle was greater than the Risen Christ). 
The greatness of the witness lies entirely in his or her testifying to the 
greatness of Christ. For this reason, witnesses are worthy of faith, not 
so much because they proclaim themselves, but precisely because they 
manifest the greatness of the event of Christ in their lives. The more a 
witness is wretched, poor, and maybe sinful, the more the testimony is 
about Christ, as with the Samaritan woman at the well, who returned to 
her village and became a witness to Christ. She was the most improb-
able person, and did not claim to be greater than Christ; rather, she did 
QRW�FODLP�DQ\WKLQJ��EXW�MXVW�DVNHG��³,V�+H�SHUKDSV�WKH�0HVVLDK�"´�DQG�
WHVWL¿HG�WR�+LP�DQG�EURXJKW�HYHU\RQH�WR�+LP��:KR�DPRQJ�XV�KDV�HYHU�
brought our entire city or town to encounter Christ? This woman did 
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so. This is part of the charism, part of the gift of the Spirit: my poverty 
WUDQVPLWV�DQG�WHVWL¿HV�WR�WKH�LQ¿QLWH�JUHDWQHVV�RI�WKH�HYHQW�RI�&KULVW��
&HUWDLQO\��LW�WDNHV�KXPLOLW\��EXW�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�ZUHWFKHGQHVV�RI�WKH�ZLW-
QHVV�ZKR�EULQJV�XV�WR�&KULVW��WKH�KXPLOLW\�DVNHG�RI�XV�LV�WKH�KXPLOLW\�
of not believing that the event, Christ, comes to me for a greater reason 
than His gratuitousness, His mercy. It does me good that Christ is testi-
¿HG�WR�PH�WKURXJK�SRRU�VLQQHUV��,W�GRHV�PH�JRRG�WR�NQRZ�WKDW�,��WRR��FDQ�
EHFRPH�D�ZLWQHVV��,�QHHG�QRW�IHDU��EHFDXVH�WKLV�WHVWL¿HV�WR�PH�WKDW�WKH�
event is greater, that the event is Christ and not that person. The import-
ant thing is not to reduce the event to the person who bears witness to 
it, something that Paul denounced in those saying: “I belong to Paul,” 
or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas.��� This is a reduction 
RI�WKH�HYHQW�RI�&KULVW�WR�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�WHVWL¿HV�DERXW�+LP�WR�XV��ZKLFK�
means not transmitting Him truly and not allowing Him to be transmit-
WHG��,�WKLQN�WKDW�LQ�DQ\�FDVH��GRXEWV�FDQ�EH�SDUW�RI�D�MRXUQH\�EHFDXVH�
WKH\�PDNH�XV�ZDON��+RZHYHU��ZH�PXVW�UHDOL]H�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�GRXEWV�WKDW�
betray and close us off, and in that case we have to be careful that the 
GRXEW�GRHV�QRW�EHFRPH�FORVXUH��'RXEW�WKDW�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�DVNV�LV�RND\��
but doubt that closes in on itself cheats me because when I close in on 
myself, I no longer welcome the event; I no longer welcome Christ and 
thus I ruin myself. 

Prosperi��<RX�VDLG�WKDW�PLVVLRQ�LV�ERUQ�IURP�¿[LQJ�\RXU�JD]H�RQ�
&KULVW��6LQFH�\RX�OLQNHG�WKH�RULJLQ�DQG�WKH�IXO¿OOPHQW�RI�IDLWK�WR�¿[LQJ�
\RXU�JD]H�RQ�&KULVW��PDQ\�GLG�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�FOHDUO\�WKH�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�
faith (which is personal) and mission.

“What is the relationship between missionary drive and recogniz-
ing unity as a gift of Christ so that the world may believe?”

Lepori�� )L[LQJ� \RXU� JD]H� RQ� &KULVW� LV� UHFRJQL]LQJ� DQG� NHHSLQJ�
\RXU�JD]H�¿[HG�RQ�D�SUHVHQFH�WKDW�LV�JLYHQ��JUDWXLWRXV��WKDW�LV�JLYHQ�
to me and to the entire world. Therefore, missionary drive originates 
LQ�+LP��DQG�WKH�PRUH�\RX�¿[�\RXU�JD]H�RQ�&KULVW��WKH�PRUH�\RX�UHDO-
ize that mission is a universal gift that embraces the world, as we 
KDYH�VDLG�PDQ\�WLPHV��0LVVLRQDU\�GULYH�LV�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�

�����1 Cor 1:12.
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of unity as Christ’s gift, that the world may believe, because (as I 
was saying) unity is generated by and has its substance only in our 
belonging to Him. There is no unity without belonging to Christ. In 
the Acts of the Apostles, we have the story of Peter and John interro-
gated by the Sanhedrin leaders. “Observing the boldness of Peter and 
John and perceiving them to be uneducated, ordinary men, they were 
amazed, and they recognized them as the companions of Jesus.”129 
They saw simple men and recognized them as companions of Christ, 
people who belonged to Christ (it was the one quality they had in 
common), which made them missionaries, witnesses. They saw their 
unity because Christ was in their midst, because each of them was 
attached to Christ. If each of us is attached to Christ, then we are all 
united among ourselves; there is no alternative to this dynamic of the 
Christian event. Understanding that in the unity with the person next 
to me the communion with the entire world, the peace of the entire 
ZRUOG��LV�SOD\HG�RXW��PHDQV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�LQ¿QLWH�JUHDWQHVV�WKDW�
Christ brought to our relationships. Belonging to the person I have 
next to me, in unity with her, with my small community, with the 
people of my community, means communion with the whole world, 
WKH�HYHQW�WKDW�VDYHV�WKH�ZRUOG��7KLV�PDNHV�P\�IUDWHUQLW\��P\�IUDWHUQLW\�
ZRUN�LQWR�D�XQLYHUVDO�VHUYLFH�IRU�ZRUOG�SHDFH��DQG�IRU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�WKH�
SRSH�DVNHG�XV�WR�KHOS�KLP�LQ�D�³SURSKHF\�IRU�SHDFH�´��� The prophecy 
for peace begins with how I am with the person beside me, how I treat 
my relationship with the people of my family, my community, my 
fraternity; this is true because of the nature of the event that our poor 
Fraternity brings as an immense, certain treasure in clay vessels.131 
However, the clay vessels contain the treasure, the treasure for every-
one. Being attentive to this among ourselves before wanting to be so, 
being attentive to this reality by which Christ bound our belonging to 
Him in unity, thus my belonging to the people I am with; being con-
scious of this means welcoming the event of Christ in all its import. 
2XU�XQLW\�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�VLPLODU��LW�VHHPV�LQVLJQL¿FDQW�EXW�WKURXJK�LW�
we welcome the event for the entire world, and I welcome it for the 
SHUVRQ�ZKR�LV�WKH�IXUWKHVW�DZD\�IURP�PH��,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�VD\�
129  Acts 4:13.
�����Cf. Francis, “Holy Prophetic and Missionary Restlessness,” 19.
131  &I����&RU�����
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this, please forgive the poverty of my somewhat tired expression: I 
EHOLHYH�WKDW�¿[LQJ�\RXU�JD]H�RQ�&KULVW�LQ�RXU�PLGVW�LV�WKH�PRVW�UHYR-
OXWLRQDU\�ZRUN�ZH�FDQ�GR��WKH�WKLQJ�WKDW�LV�PRVW�WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�RI�WKH�
ZRUOG��,I�WKLV�GHPDQGV�VDFUL¿FH��KXPLOLW\��DQG�UHQRXQFLQJ�RXUVHOYHV��
ZH�DUH�DW�OHDVW�DZDUH��DV�&KULVW�ZDQWV�XV�WR�EH��WKDW�WKH�VDFUL¿FH�LV�QRW�
just for this little detail of reality that is my relationship with some-
RQH��EXW�D�VDFUL¿FH�ZH�PDNH�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�ZRUOG��D�VDFUL¿FH�IRU�DOO�RI�
humanity, for the peace of everyone. Today is Easter for our Orthodox 
brethren. A few days before I came here, I received a message from 
D�IULHQG�ZKR�LV�VKDULQJ�(DVWHU�ZLWK�D�JURXS�RI�8NUDLQLDQ�UHIXJHHV�LQ�
Italy, and they have been following the Exercises from Assisi. That 
PHVVDJH�KDV�EHHQ�RQ�P\�PLQG�D�ORW�LQ�WKHVH�GD\V±LW�WUDQVPLWWHG�DOO�RI�
WKHLU�GLI¿FXOW\�LQ�OLYLQJ�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�D�ZRUOG�WKDW�LV�SURJUHVVLYHO\�
forgetting the war, and maybe we, too, are beginning to get used to 
WKLV�GUDPD��WKLV�WHUULEOH�ZRXQG�LQ�WKHLU�ÀHVK�WKDW�WKH\�FDQQRW�IRUJHW��
:HOO��,�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH�UHVSRQVH�DQG�WKH�KHOS�ZH�FDQ�JLYH�WKHP�DQG�WKH�
whole world, the answer we can give to the wars, the upheaval in 
6XGDQ��HWF���EHJLQV�IURP�WKH�FRPPXQLRQ�DPRQJ�XV��IURP�WKH�VDFUL¿FH�
RI�FRPPXQLRQ��EHFDXVH�LW�LV�D�VDFUL¿FH�ZH�PDNH�IRU�&KULVW��,QVLVWLQJ�
on unity is not insisting on something to do; it is insisting on the 
presence of Christ who is given to us for the world. Therefore, it is an 
immense responsibility lived out in the least detail of my gaze upon 
the person next to me, upon my life and my community. We offer this 
because if we do not offer this love of the unity among us, we do not 
offer Christ to the world, and if we do not offer Christ to the world, 
our faith is in vain, that is, it does not exist: it is an empty faith. But 
Christ is risen and has revived us in this, and we must be grateful that 
LQ�+LV�LQ¿QLWH�PHUF\�+H�DOZD\V�UHYLYHV�XV��DOZD\V�PDNHV�XV�LQVWUX-
PHQWV�RI�WKLV��7KHUHIRUH��OHW¶V�WKDQN�+LP��

Prosperi�� 7KDQN� \RX�� ,� EHOLHYH� RXU� JUDWLWXGH� LV� ZHOO�GHVHUYHG��
7KHVH�GD\V�KDYH�EHHQ�YHU\�GHQVH�DQG�ZH�ZLOO�KDYH�D�\HDU�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�
everything you have said. 

Sunday morning
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+2/<�0$66
5HDGLQJV��$FWV�����±����3VDOP��������3HWHU����±���-RKQ������±��

homily of his excellency archbishop filippo santoro
archbishop of taranto and special delegate  

for the memores domini
 

Very dear sisters and brothers,
The experience of faith proclaimed in these Spiritual Exercises 

reaches its greatest liturgical expression in this Sunday’s celebration, 
which is not called the second Sunday after Easter, but the second 
Sunday of Easter, a Sunday that lasts during the entire time of Easter. 
Today this same Easter day bursts into our life. One great day, the day 
of Christ risen, which has no end.

The Lord has visited us in these days of Spiritual Exercises and 
now He is in our midst as He was with the disciples in the Upper 
5RRP��-RKQ¶V�JRVSHO� VD\V��³2Q� WKH�HYHQLQJ�RI� WKDW�¿UVW�GD\�RI� WKH�
ZHHN��ZKHQ�WKH�GRRUV�ZHUH�ORFNHG��ZKHUH�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�ZHUH��IRU�IHDU�
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, 
‘Peace be with you.’ When He had said this, He showed them His 
KDQGV�DQG�+LV�VLGH�´�,PDJLQH�WKH�DSRVWOHV±ZKDW�ZRQGHU��ZKDW�DPD]H-
ment to see Him again, alive! John’s gospel simply says that “the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.” We rejoice with them as 
well because we have seen Him in these days and in our life.

7KH�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�5LVHQ�2QH�ZDV�XQWKLQNDEOH�IRU�WKH�DSRVWOHV��
HYHU\�WLPH�-HVXV�WROG�WKHP�DERXW�LW��WKH\�KDG�QRW�HYHQ�WDNH�LW�LQWR�FRQ-
sideration, and they had not believed Him. Now they see Him with the 
physical signs of the wounds in His hands and side. It really is Jesus, 
ULVHQ�DQG�DOLYH��6HHLQJ�+LP�HYRNHG�WKHLU�IDLWK�DQG�MR\��$�SUHH[LVWLQJ�
faith is not what made them see. Before, they were disheartened and 
fearful, incredulous. Faith is a consequence of seeing. They see Him, 
as happened to us, when He made Himself present in an encounter 
that was truer and more beautiful than all others. In the Galilee of our 
¿UVW�HQFRXQWHU��ZH�VDZ�WKH�VLJQV�RI�WKH�SDVVLRQ��WKH�JORULRXV�ZRXQGV��
WKH�XQPLVWDNDEOH�VLJQ�RI�+LV�SUHVHQFH�LQ�D�IDFH��LQ�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�WKDW�
could not be explained without Him. We followed Him, each on his or 
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Sunday morning

KHU�RZQ�MRXUQH\��,Q�P\�FDVH��,�ZDV�DVNHG�WR�JR�RQ�PLVVLRQ�WR�%UD]LO��
which was the most upsetting experience of my life, but was possible 
because He was there. Fr. Giussani’s voice inviting me to depart was 
WKH�YRLFH�RI�WKH�/RUG�PDNLQJ�+LPVHOI�SUHVHQW�

Then Jesus said again to His disciples, “Peace be with you!,” and 
He added, “As the Father has sent Me, so I send you.” He gives the 
Holy Spirit and forgives our sins, just as has happened in these days. 
7KH�/RUG�PDNHV�+LPVHOI�VHHQ��FKRRVHV�XV��GHIHDWV�RXU�IHDU��DQG�VHQGV�
us as He was sent. He is the sent one, and in turn He sends us. By 
nature, He is inseparable from the Father, in whom He has all His 
substance. He gives us a foretaste of the fact that we, too, have a fully 
realized face only in reference to our Lord, who has constituted us 
from the very beginning. As the Father is everything for Jesus, the 
source and life, so for us our encounter with Him is everything, in a 
relationship in history. The new creation and our substance today lie 
in the encounter with the Risen One today. This is not because we are 
JRRG�DQG�GHVHUYH�+LV�ORYH��EXW�EHFDXVH�+H�KDV�UHDFKHG�XV�DQG�¿OOV�XV�
with amazement and thus adoration. The same thing that happened to 
the apostles has happened to us. They could never erase that encoun-
ter from their lives, nor can we cancel our Galilee from the dawn of 
every day that begins. 

But on that day, Thomas was not with them when Jesus came to 
the Upper Room, and he did not believe the apostles when they told 
KLP�DERXW�-HVXV�ULVHQ�IURP�WKH�GHDG��+H�VDLG��³8QOHVV�,�VHH�WKH�PDUN�
RI�WKH�QDLOV�LQ�+LV�KDQGV�DQG�SXW�P\�¿QJHU�LQWR�WKH�QDLO�PDUNV�DQG�SXW�
my hand into His side, I will not believe.” And eight days after Easter, 
H[DFWO\�OLNH�WRGD\��-HVXV�FDPH�LQWR�WKHLU�PLGVW�DQG�WROG�7KRPDV��³3XW�
\RXU� ¿QJHU� KHUH� DQG� VHH�0\� KDQGV�� DQG� EULQJ� \RXU� KDQG� DQG� SXW�
it into My side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” Just as in 
Caravaggio’s painting, Jesus gave him a direct and personal experi-
ence of His presence. After Thomas touched Jesus’s hands and side, 
he said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 

The man who had doubted in front of the faith of the apostles 
yielded before the experience of touching the Lord. He who remained 
LQFUHGXORXV�DQG�IDU�IURP�WKH�DI¿UPDWLRQV�RI�WKH�DSRVWOHV�KDG�WKH�SULY-
ilege of touching Jesus’s side near His heart, had this experience of 
WKH�/RUG��DQG�DFNQRZOHGJHG�DQG�SURFODLPHG�+LP��QRW�EHFDXVH�KH�ZDV�
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good, but because he was loved and not even for a moment reproved. 
Saint John Paul II wanted this Sunday to become “Divine Mercy 

Sunday,” referring to Jesus’s mercy to Thomas. The Lord shows 
Himself to us, loves us and forgives us. Today, too, faith is born of 
concrete facts, of the Lord showing Himself in a living encounter 
ZLWK�SHRSOH�OLNH�XV��WKH�FRQFUHWH�VLJQ�RI�+LP�ZKR�LV�WKH�OLYLQJ�RQH��
-HVXV�DVNHG�7KRPDV��³+DYH�\RX�FRPH�WR�EHOLHYH�EHFDXVH�\RX�KDYH�
seen Me?” The great exegete, Ignace de la Potterie, interpreted these 
ZRUGV�WR�PHDQ�³%OHVVHG�DUH�WKRVH�ZKR�ZLWKRXW�KDYLQJ�VHHQ�>LQ�RWKHU�
words, without having seen Me, directly] have believed.”132 The allu-
sion is not to the faithful who would come in the following centuries, 
who should “believe without seeing,” but to the apostles and disciples 
ZKR�ZHUH�WKH�¿UVW�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�-HVXV�KDG�ULVHQ�HYHQ�WKRXJK�
WKH�YLVLEOH� VLJQV� WKDW� WHVWL¿HG� WR� LW�ZHUH� H[LJXRXV�� -HVXV�ZDQWHG� WR�
indicate that it is reasonable to believe the testimony of those who 
have seen the signs, the indications of the living presence of the Lord. 
%OLQG�IDLWK� LV�QRW�DVNHG�RI�XV�� ,W� LV� WKH�EHDWLWXGH�SURPLVHG� WR� WKRVH�
ZKR�LQ�KXPLOLW\�DFNQRZOHGJH�+LV�SUHVHQFH�VWDUWLQJ�IURP�VLJQV��DOEH-
it exiguous ones, and give credit to credible witnesses, as happened 
with us. 

,Q�6DLQW�/XNH¶V�QDUUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�RI�(PPDXV��ZKLFK�KDS-
SHQHG�WKDW�VDPH�GD\��WKH�HYHQLQJ�RI�WKH�¿UVW�GD\���-HVXV��DIWHU�KDY-
LQJ�ZDONHG�ZLWK�WKH�WZR��HQWHUHG�WKHLU�KRXVH��VDW�ZLWK�WKHP��VDW�ZLWK�
WKHP���DQG�EURNH�EUHDG��DQG�WKHLU�H\HV�ZHUH�RSHQHG�DQG�WKHLU�KHDUWV�
burned, as happened to Thomas. This then happened to the disciples 
of the apostles and also happens to us. Jesus sits with us and our 
hearts burn from His presence. Still today the Lord sits with us in 
the Eucharist, sits with us in everyday life, in our unity. This is why 
Jesus prayed to the Father, “I in them and You in Me, that they may be 
EURXJKW�WR�SHUIHFWLRQ�DV�RQH��WKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�PD\�NQRZ�WKDW�<RX�VHQW�
Me, and that You loved them even as You loved Me.133 Ever since we 
encountered Him, our life has not been the same, because through 

132  ³%UDQL�GL�GLI¿FLOH�LQWHUSUHWD]LRQH�GHOOD�%LEELD�9,,��*Y�������>%LEOH�SDVVDJHV�RI�GLI¿FXOW�LQ-
WHUSUHWDWLRQ��9,,��-Q������@�LQ�,JQDFH�GH�OD�3RWWHULH��Storia e mistero: Esegesi cristiana e teologia 
giovannea >+LVWRU\�DQG�P\VWHU\��&KULVWLDQ�H[HJHVLV�DQG�WKH�WKHRORJ\�RI�WKH�*RVSHO�RI�-RKQ@��7X-
ULQ±5RPH��6(,���*LRUQL���������2XU�WUDQVODWLRQ�
133  -Q�������
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baptism and the grace of the charism we have been made part of His 
body. The signs of His hands and His side today are the signs of our 
unity, the signs of the passion of the Lord and of His glory. 

6DLQW�3DXO�WROG�XV��³$V�RIWHQ�DV�\RX�HDW�WKLV�EUHDG�DQG�GULQN�WKH�
cup, you proclaim the death of the Lord until He comes.”134 In this 
way a greater desire for His coming is born. From the Lord’s pas-
VLRQ�FRPHV�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ��ZKLFK��OLNH�DQ�XQVWRSSDEOH�ULYHU��FURVVHV�
through the ages and reaches us in the sacraments, in the sacrament 
of the Church and in the sacrament of our charism, embraced and 
recognized by the pope. It also reaches us through the grace of these 
Spiritual Exercises and this Eucharist. Among ourselves we bear the 
XQPLVWDNDEOH�VLJQV�RI�+LV�SUHVHQFH�DQG�ZH�SURFODLP�LW�WR�WKH�ZRUOG��
to the ends of the earth, until He comes.

“‘Yes, I am coming soon.’ Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!”135

134  ��&RU�������
135  5Y�������

Sunday morning
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+LV�+ROLQHVV�3RSH�)UDQFLV

Your Holiness,
,Q� WKHVH� GD\V�� DERXW� ������� SHRSOH�� LQFOXGLQJ� ������ SUHVHQW� LQ�

5LPLQL�� DQG� RWKHUV� E\� YLGHR� OLQN� LQ� PDQ\� ,WDOLDQ� DQG� IRUHLJQ� FLW-
ies, have participated in the Spiritual Exercises of the Fraternity of 
Communion and Liberation.

The Exercises, entitled “Our Eyes Are Fixed on Jesus, Who Is the 
2ULJLQ�DQG�)XO¿OOPHQW�RI�)DLWK�´�ZHUH�SUHDFKHG�E\�)U��0DXUR�*LXVHSSH�
Lepori, the abbot general of the Cistercian order. It has been an opportu-
nity for all of us to dwell on the content and the foundation of our faith 
in Christ, the one Savior of the world. Fr. Mauro accompanied us in this 
MRXUQH\��KHOSLQJ�XV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�DJDLQ�KRZ�IDLWK��WKH�DFNQRZOHGJPHQW�
of the presence of Christ alive and present in our midst, “informs” all 
RI�RXU�OLIH�ZLWK�+LV�SUHVHQFH��PDNLQJ�LW�DWWUDFWLYH�DQG�ZRUWK�OLYLQJ��DQG�
that the form of faith in Christ is our communion in obedience to you 
and the Church, with concern for the unity of our movement and of 
all the Christian faithful. Thus, we have understood even better your 
words to us in Saint Peter’s Square last October 15: “Never forget that 
¿UVW�*DOLOHH�RI�WKH�FDOO��WKDW�¿UVW�*DOLOHH�RI�WKH�HQFRXQWHU��$OZD\V�UHWXUQ�
WKHUH��WR�WKDW�¿UVW�*DOLOHH�WKDW�HDFK�RQH�RI�XV�KDV�OLYHG�´�2QO\�LQ�WKDW�
HQFRXQWHU�GR�ZH�FRQVWDQWO\�¿QG�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�HWHUQDO� OLIH� WKDW��DV�)U��
Giussani often repeated, “can explain existence” and send us on the 
PLVVLRQDU\�WDVN�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�HQWUXVWHG�WR�XV�

Grateful for the blessing you sent us, which has accompanied us in 
these Exercises, we all continue to pray for you. 

Davide Prosperi

+LV�(PLQHQFH�&DUGLQDO�0DWWHR�=XSSL
President of the Italian Episcopal Conference

Most Reverend Eminence,
7KLV� ZHHNHQG� WKH� 6SLULWXDO� ([HUFLVHV� RI� WKH� )UDWHUQLW\� RI�

&RPPXQLRQ�DQG�/LEHUDWLRQ�KDYH�WDNHQ�SODFH�ZLWK�DERXW��������SHR-
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Telegrams sent

SOH��LQFOXGLQJ�������SUHVHQW�LQ�5LPLQL��DQG�RWKHUV�E\�YLGHR�OLQN�JDWK-
ered in groups in many Italian and foreign cities.

The Exercises, entitled “Our Eyes Are Fixed on Jesus, Who Is 
WKH�2ULJLQ�DQG�)XO¿OOPHQW�RI�)DLWK�´�ZHUH�SUHDFKHG�E\�)U��0DXUR�
Giuseppe Lepori, the abbot general of the Cistercian order.

)U��0DXUR�KHOSHG�XV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�DJDLQ�KRZ�IDLWK��WKH�DFNQRZO-
edgment of the presence of Christ alive and present in our midst, 
³LQIRUPV´�DOO�RI�RXU�OLIH�ZLWK�+LV�SUHVHQFH��PDNLQJ�LW�DWWUDFWLYH�DQG�
worth living, and that the form of faith in Christ is our communion 
LQ�REHGLHQFH�WR�WKH�&KXUFK��,Q�WKLV�ZRUN�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�XUJHG�WR�WKH�
PLVVLRQDU\�WDVN�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�HQWUXVWHG�WR�XV�

7KDQNLQJ�\RX�IRU�\RXU�FORVHQHVV��DQG�DVNLQJ�IRU�\RXU�EOHVVLQJ��ZH�
greet you with heartfelt cordiality. 

Davide Prosperi

Most Reverend Bishop Nicolò Anselmi
Bishop of Rimini

Dear Bishop Anselmi,
7KDQNLQJ�\RX�DJDLQ�IRU�\RXU�FORVHQHVV�DQG�\RXU�SHUVRQDO�JUHHW-

ing, I am writing to inform you that the Spiritual Exercises of the 
Fraternity of Communion and Liberation, entitled “Our Eyes Are 
)L[HG�RQ� -HVXV��:KR� ,V� WKH�2ULJLQ� DQG�)XO¿OOPHQW� RI�)DLWK�´� KDYH�
WDNHQ� SODFH�ZLWK� DERXW� ������� SHRSOH�� LQFOXGLQJ� ������ � SUHVHQW� LQ�
5LPLQL��DQG�RWKHUV�E\�YLGHR�OLQN�JDWKHUHG�LQ�JURXSV�LQ�PDQ\�,WDOLDQ�
and foreign cities.

The preaching of Fr. Mauro-Giuseppe Lepori, the abbot general 
of the Cistercian order, helped us to understand again how faith, the 
DFNQRZOHGJPHQW�RI� WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�&KULVW�DOLYH�DQG�SUHVHQW� LQ�RXU�
PLGVW��³LQIRUPV´�DOO�RI�RXU�OLIH�ZLWK�+LV�SUHVHQFH��PDNLQJ�LW�DWWUDFWLYH�
and worth living, and that the form of faith in Christ is our commu-
QLRQ�LQ�REHGLHQFH�WR�WKH�&KXUFK��,Q�WKLV�ZRUN�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�XUJHG�WR�
WKH�PLVVLRQDU\�WDVN�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�HQWUXVWHG�WR�XV�

$VNLQJ�IRU�\RXU�EOHVVLQJ�IRU�WKH�MRXUQH\�RI�RXU�)UDWHUQLW\��,�JUHHW�
you with heartfelt cordiality. 

Davide Prosperi
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$57�,1�285�&203$1,216+,3

3UHSDUHG�E\�6DQGUR�&KLHULFL

0DU\�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WR�KDYH�WKH�SULYLOHJH�RI�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�¿[�KHU�
eyes on Jesus, and her gaze was never drawn away from the life 
of her Son. She totally entrusted herself to God’s design even 
before the Annunciation; she entrusted Jesus to the good gaze of 
Simeon, as she entrusts Him to our gaze today.

Nativity of Mary

���*LRWWR��3DGXD��6FURYHJQL�&KDSHO
���,FRQ��1RYJRURG�6FKRRO��0RVFRZ��7KH�6WDWH�7UHW¶MDNRY�*DOOHU\
���&DUSDFFLR��%HUJDPR��$FFDGHPLD�&DUUDUD�

Presentation of Mary in the Temple

���*LRWWR��3DGXD��6FURYHJQL�&KDSHO
���&DUSDFFLR��0LODQ��3LQDFRWHFD�GL�%UHUD
���9UDQFNH�YDQ�GHU�6WRFNW��0DGULG��(O�(VFRULDO�0RQDVWHU\��GHWDLO�

Marriage of the Virgin

���*LRWWR��3DGXD��6FURYHJQL�&KDSHO
���5DSKDHO��0LODQ��3LQDFRWHFD�GL�%UHUD
���5DSKDHO��0LODQ��3LQDFRWHFD�GL�%UHUD��GHWDLO�

Annunciation

���&RSWLF�IDEULF��9DWLFDQ�&LW\��9DWLFDQ�$SRVWROLF�/LEUDU\
11 Paolo Veneziano, Venice, Accademia
12 Fra Angelico, Florence, Convent of San Marco
13 Antonello da Messina, Virgin Annunciate, Palermo, Galleria Regionale della Sicilia 
���/HRQDUGR�GD�9LQFL��)ORUHQFH��8I¿]L�

Visitation

15 Giotto, Padua, Scrovegni Chapel
���,YRU\��6DOHUQR��'LRFHVDQ�0XVHXP
���3RQWRUPR��&DUPLJQDQR��3UDWR���6DLQWV�0LFKDHO�DQG�)UDQFLV�
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Art in our companionship

Nativity

���*LRWWR��3DGXD��6FURYHJQL�&KDSHO
19 Agnolo Gaddi, Prato, Cathedral, Chapel of the Sacred Girdle 
���*XLGR�5HQL��1DSROL��&HUWRVD�6DQ�0DUWLQR
���,FRQ��5XEOHY¶V�ZRUNVKRS��0RVFRZ��7KH�6WDWH�7UHW¶MDNRY�*DOOHU\�

Adoration of the Shepherds

22 Matthias Stomer, Turin, Palazzo Madama 
���*KHUDUGR�GHOOH�QRWWL��)ORUHQFH��8I¿]L
24 Lorenzo Lotto, Brescia, Pinacoteca Tosio Martinengo 

Adoration of the Magi

25 Giotto, Padua, Scrovegni Chapel
���=LOOLV��6DLQW�0DUWLQ��ZRRGHQ�FHLOLQJ��GHWDLO
���%HQYHQXWR�GL�*LRYDQQL��/RQGRQ��1DWLRQDO�*DOOHU\�

Presentation in the Temple

���*LRWWR��3DGXD��6FURYHJQL�&KDSHO
29 Ivory, Salerno, Diocesan Museum
���)UD�$QJHOLFR��)ORUHQFH��&RQYHQW�RI�6DQ�0DUFR
31 Giovanni Bellini, Venice, Fondazione Querini Stampalia 

Flight into Egypt

32 Giotto, Padua, Scrovegni Chapel
33 Juan de Borgoña, Cuenca, Museum of the Cathedral
34 Caravaggio, Rome, Galleria Doria Pamphilj
35 Caravaggio, Rome, Galleria Doria Pamphilj, detail 

-HVXV�$PRQJ�WKH�'RFWRUV±7KH�)LQGLQJ�RI�-HVXV�

���*LRWWR��3DGXD��6FURYHJQL�&KDSHO
���0RVDLF��0RQUHDOH��&DWKHGUDO
���6LPRQH�0DUWLQL��/LYHUSRRO��:DONHU�$UW�*DOOHU\�

'DLO\�/LIH�RI�WKH�+RO\�)DPLO\�

39 Raphael, Madonna of the Veil, Chantilly, Musée Condé
���*XLGR�5HQL��The Madonna sewing, Rome, Quirinal Palace
41 Rembrandt, 7KH�+RO\�)DPLO\�ZLWK�$QJHOV, Saint Petersburg, Hermitage Museum 
42 Modesto Faustini, +RO\�)DPLO\, Loreto, Sanctuary of the Holy House 
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The Wedding at Cana

43 Giotto, Padua, Scrovegni Chapel
44 Ivory, Salerno, Diocesan Museum
���)UHVFR��'HþDQL��GHWDLO�

Mary at the Foot of the Cross

���*LRWWR��3DGXD��6FURYHJQL�&KDSHO
���5RJLHU�YDQ�GHU�:H\GHQ��Deposition, Madrid, Prado Museum 

Lamentation

���*LRWWR��3DGXD��6FURYHJQL�&KDSHO�
49 Michelangelo, Pietà, Rome, Saint Peter 
���0LFKHODQJHOR��Pietà, Rome, Saint Peter, detail
51 Bellini, Milan, Pinacoteca di Brera 

Pentecost

52 El Greco, Madrid, Prado Museum 
���,FRQ��0RVFRZ��7ULQLW\�RI�1LNLWQLNL�

Death of the Virgin

54 Fra Angelico, Cortona, Diocesan Museum 
55 Jacopo Torriti, mosaic, Rome, Santa Maria Maggiore 
���3DROR�9HQH]LDQR��9LFHQ]D��&LYLF�0XVHXPV�

$VVXPSWLRQ�LQWR�+HDYHQ

���%DUWRORPHR�GHOOD�*DWWD��&RUWRQD��'LRFHVDQ�0XVHXP�
���7LWLDQ��9HURQD��&DWKHGUDO
59 Titian, Venice, Basilica dei Frari 

Coronation of the Virgin

���*LRWWR��Baroncelli Polyptych, Florence, Santa Croce, Baroncelli Chapel 
���-DFRSR�7RUULWL��PRVDLF��5RPH��6DQWD�0DULD�0DJJLRUH
���3DROR�9HQH]LDQR��1HZ�<RUN��)ULFN�&ROOHFWLRQ
���%HUJRJQRQH��0LODQ��6DQ�6LPSOLFLDQR�
���0DVWHU�RI�&HVL��3DULV��0XVpH�0DUPRWWDQ�

Judgment

���0LFKHODQJHOR��9DWLFDQ�&LW\��6LVWLQH�&KDSHO��GHWDLO�
���0LFKHODQJHOR��9DWLFDQ�&LW\��6LVWLQH�&KDSHO��GHWDLO
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