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“On the occasion of the Spiritual Exercises of the Fraternity of 
Communion and Liberation on the theme, ‘Christ, the Life of Life,’ the 
Holy Father is glad to send his cordial greetings to the participants, 
with the prayer that these days of spirituality will be a providential 
opportunity to renew your decision to follow the divine teacher and for 
an ever more fruitful presence in the Church and society in the footsteps 
of the charism of the Servant of God Fr. Luigi Giussani. In front of the 
individualism and indifference that marks our times and provokes the 
discarding of so many lives, the Holy Father exhorts you to consider 
that the Christian response is not resigned observation of today’s pover-
ty of values or sad nostalgia for the past, but charity animated by trust 
in Providence that loves one’s own time and with humility makes all 
things new. With these wishes, His Holiness assures you that you will be 
in his prayers and gladly imparts his apostolic blessing, the pledge of 
every desired good.”

Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Secretary of State of His Holiness,
April 11, 2022
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Friday evening, April 29 
During entrance and exit: 

Sergei Rachmaninoff, Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom, op. 31 
Valerij Poljanskij–The Russian State Symphony Cappella

Spirto Gentil n. 21 (Claves Records), Universal

Q�introductory greetings
Davide Prosperi

Let us call upon the Holy Spirit to accompany us during the journey of these 
days, asking with all the strength and humility of which we are capable for 
the grace to be open to His action, so that once again we may taste the sweet-
ness of Christ present among us and return home reborn and recreated.

Come Holy Spirit

$V�RXU�¿UVW�JHVWXUH��,�ZLOO�UHDG�WKH�+RO\�)DWKHU¶V�WHOHJUDP�WR�XV��
³2Q�WKH�RFFDVLRQ�RI�WKH�6SLULWXDO�([HUFLVHV�RI�WKH�)UDWHUQLW\�RI�&RPPXQLRQ�
DQG�/LEHUDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�WKHPH��µ&KULVW��WKH�/LIH�RI�/LIH�¶�WKH�+RO\�)DWKHU�LV�
glad to send his cordial greetings to the participants, with the prayer that 
these days of spirituality will be a providential opportunity to renew your 
decision to follow the divine teacher and for an ever more fruitful presence 
in the Church and society in the footsteps of the charism of the Servant 
RI�*RG�)U��/XLJL�*LXVVDQL��,Q�IURQW�RI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDOLVP�DQG�LQGLIIHUHQFH�
that mark our times and provoke the discarding of so many lives, the Holy 
)DWKHU�H[KRUWV�\RX�WR�FRQVLGHU�WKDW�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�UHVSRQVH�LV�QRW�UHVLJQHG�
REVHUYDWLRQ�RI�WRGD\¶V�SRYHUW\�RI�YDOXHV�RU�VDG�QRVWDOJLD�IRU�WKH�SDVW��EXW�
FKDULW\�DQLPDWHG�E\�WUXVW�LQ�3URYLGHQFH�WKDW�ORYHV�RQH¶V�RZQ�WLPH�DQG�ZLWK�
humility makes all things new. With these wishes, His Holiness assures you 
that you will be in his prayers and gladly imparts his apostolic blessing, the 
pledge of every desired good. Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Secretary of State 
of His Holiness.”

)ROORZLQJ�WKH�6SLULWXDO�([HUFLVHV�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�XV�LQ�,WDO\�DUH�IULHQGV�
in forty-two countries, and in the coming weeks another forty-eight coun-
tries will experience the Spiritual Exercises. There is simultaneous trans-
lation of the Exercises into seven languages. This is the breadth of our 
gesture. 
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Why are we here this evening? Why are we planning to stay together 
for these three days, some in person and some online, but in any case, 
together? What convinced us once again to come together, together after 
two years of a pandemic that has plunged us into solitude and also the pain 
of losing many loved ones, together after the tribulations and shakeups 
that have touched our Movement, together in front of the uncertainty of 
tomorrow, threatened by the shadow of the death and evil brought by war?

)U��*LXVVDQL��LQWURGXFLQJ�WKH������6SLULWXDO�([HUFLVHV�RI�WKH�)UDWHUQLW\��
answered such questions in this way:

“What is truly important in this companionship here present is some-
thing that is unavoidably common to all of us. We all have our own per-
sonality, face, heart, temperament, and character; relatively few of us know 
WKHVH�GHWDLOV�DERXW�HDFK�RWKHU��EXW�HYHQ�WKH�SHRSOH�,�KDYH�QHYHU�VHHQ�EHIRUH��
who disappear in the dark that is increased by these enormous lights that 
DUH�EXUQLQJ�P\�H\HV��HYHQ�WKRVH�,�KDYH�QHYHU�VHHQ�EHIRUH��VKDUH�LQ�FRP-
PRQ�ZLWK�PH�OLIH�DV�D�WDVN�WR�DFKLHYH��WR�FDUU\�RXW��D�WDVN�QRW�LGHQWL¿HG�RU�
desired by me or by them, a common, identical task for me and for the last 
person among us, the furthest geographically–an assigned task. What we 
have in common is that we want to know, we desire to know, we demand 
ZLWK�DOO�RI�RXU�KHDUWV�WR�NQRZ�WKH�µZK\¶�RI�WKLV�WDVN��DQG�ZH�DOVR�ZDQW�WR�
know where all of our vitality, all of our expressivity, all of our dedication, 
all of our living will end up, what the purpose of living is, with all the 
weariness there is to bear, the contradictions to cope with, and the shame 
ZH�IHHO�DERXW�RXUVHOYHV�WR�HQGXUH��µSUD\�IRU�XV�VLQQHUV¶���7KHVH�WKLQJV�DUH�
common to all of us, are the most important things for each of us. We 
gather together again only to reexamine these essential words for our lives, 
which are always the same and yet never so when we repeat them to each 
other. This is the miracle and mystery of a life that is life, that expresses 
itself on the level of these words that are dramatically crucial for a face that 
ODVWV�IRUHYHU��WKDW�LV�GHVWLQHG�WR�ODVW�IRUHYHU��WKH�HWHUQDO�IDFH�RI�RXU�µ,�¶´� 

Each of us this evening is called to ask ourselves personally the question 
ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�HGXFDWHG�WR�SRVH�HYHU\�WLPH�ZH�JDWKHU��:K\�DP�,��'DYLGH��
and you, whatever your name may be, why are we here this evening?

,�DP�KHUH�EHFDXVH�,�KDG�DQ�HQFRXQWHU�PDQ\�\HDUV�DJR��,Q�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�
it was nothing more than an experience of fascination with a humanity 
charged with promise, the promise of meaning for life, the promise of a 
task, of an ideal capable of making life a hundred times fuller and great-

���Luigi Giussani, Un avvenimento nella vita dell’uomo [An event in the life of man] (Milan: Bur, 
���������±����2XU�WUDQVODWLRQ�
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er, an ideal capable of explaining the joys and sufferings, the justice and 
injustice, the happiness and unhappiness that inexorably mark my life and 
HYHU\RQH¶V��7KLV�HQFRXQWHU�SOXQJHG�PH�LQWR�D�ÀRZ�RI�OLIH�WKDW�WRRN�RQ�WKH�
form of our companionship, a human companionship whose greatness and 
SRZHU�,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�H[SHULHQFH��D�SRZHU�WR�YDORUL]H�DQG�QXUWXUH�WKH�VHHG�
RI�JRRG�WKDW�ZDV�LQ�PH�DQG�D�SRZHU�WKDW�NHSW�PH�IURP�EHLQJ�VFDQGDOL]HG�
E\�P\�RZQ�HYLO�DQG�ZUHWFKHGQHVV��7R�VXPPDUL]H�LQ�RQH�ZRUG�WKH�VHQVH�RI�
WKH�KLVWRU\�WKDW�OHG�PH�KHUH�WKLV�HYHQLQJ��,�ZRXOG�VD\�³PHUF\�´�EHFDXVH�,�
XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�LI�,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�UHPDLQ�IDLWKIXO�WR�WKLV�VWRU\�XS�WR�WRGD\��LW�
ZDV�SRVVLEOH�DERYH�DOO�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�/RUG¶V�IDLWKIXOQHVV�WR�P\�OLIH��D�IDLWK-
fulness that took the shape of the faces of the many traveling companions 
+H�VHW�DORQJVLGH�PH�RQ�WKLV�MRXUQH\��$V�)U��*LXVVDQL�WDXJKW�XV��PHUF\�LV�
such a bottomless word that it should be ripped out of the dictionary. Based 
on my experience, mercy means that we are not the outcome of our calcu-
ODWLRQV��,I�VRPHRQH�ZHUH�WR�KDYH�WROG�PH�WKDW�RQH�GD\�,�ZRXOG�EH�KHUH�QRZ�
VSHDNLQJ�WR�\RX��,�FHUWDLQO\�ZRXOG�KDYH�EXUVW�RXW�ODXJKLQJ��%XW�ZH�DUH�QRW�
the outcome of our calculations. As the Lord said to Saint Paul, “My grace 
LV�VXI¿FLHQW�IRU�\RX��IRU�SRZHU�LV�PDGH�SHUIHFW�LQ�ZHDNQHVV�´�

$OORZ�PH� DQRWKHU� WKRXJKW�� ,Q� EHLQJ� KHUH� WKLV� HYHQLQJ��ZKDW� H[DFWO\�
DUH�ZH�VD\LQJ�\HV�WR"�:KDW�DP�,�VD\LQJ�\HV�WR"�7R�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�ZRUG�)U��
Giussani used in the passage just quoted, what “task” are we saying yes 
WR"�$V�ZH�EHJLQ�WKLV�FHQWUDO�JHVWXUH�RI�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�)UDWHUQLW\��,�WKLQN�LW�LV�
important to indicate clearly to everyone the responsibility that the Spirit, 
through the authority of the church, is entrusting to us in this moment of 
our history. Many have asked me this in these weeks, both verbally and in 
writing, so it is right for us to begin helping each other to look at this step. 

,Q�EULHI��ZH�DUH�DVNHG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�ZLWK�SDVVLRQ�DQG�LQ�D�VSLULW�RI�¿OLDO�
REHGLHQFH�LQ�WKH�UHQHZDO�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�RXU�WLPH��,Q�WKH�ODWH�����V�WKH�
FKXUFK��LQ�WKH�SHUVRQ�RI�3RSH�6DLQW�-RKQ�3DXO�,,��VROHPQO\�UHFRJQL]HG�WKDW�
the lay movements have been and continue to be a fundamental resource 
for the renewal of the church and her mission in the world, above all in the 
FRQWH[W�RI� DQ� LQFUHDVLQJO\� VHFXODUL]HG�:HVW��2Q�0D\����������� LQ�6DLQW�
3HWHU¶V� 6TXDUH�� DV�PDQ\� RI� XV�ZHOO� UHPHPEHU�� DOPRVW� DOO� RI� WKH� IRXQG-
ers of the best-known ecclesial movements were present. Many of them, 
LQFOXGLQJ�RXU�GHDU�)U��*LXVVDQL��DUH�QR�ORQJHU�DOLYH��,Q�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�WKH�
movements in the delicate transition from the foundational phase to the 
next one–a shift that all of them have had to face, not just our own–the 
leadership of the Church was able to gain an increasingly mature aware-

�����&RU������
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ness of how precious the gifts of the charisms are for entire Church, and 
of how these realities need pruning in order to bear fruit. An initial out-
FRPH��FHUWDLQO\�QRW�GH¿QLWLYH��RI�WKLV�ZRUN�RI�UHÀHFWLRQ��D�ZRUN�WKDW�GLG�
QRW�EHJLQ�ZLWK�)UDQFLV¶V�SRQWL¿FDWH�EXW�GXULQJ�WKDW�RI�-RKQ�3DXO�,,��DV�\RX�
FDQ�VHH� LQ� WKH� LPSRUWDQW� UHSRUW�E\� WKHQ�&DUGLQDO�5DW]LQJHU�RQ� WKH�RFFD-
VLRQ�RI�WKH�0D\������:RUOG�&RQJUHVV�RI�WKH�(FFOHVLDO�0RYHPHQWV���ZDV�
³,XYHQHVFLW�(FFOHVLD�´� WKH� OHWWHU�RI� WKH�&RQJUHJDWLRQ� IRU� WKH�'RFWULQH�RI�
WKH�)DLWK��D�GRFXPHQW�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�ZRUWKZKLOH�WR�UHDG�DQG�UHÀHFW�RQ��$V�
ZH�NQRZ��WKLV�OHWWHU�ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�WKH�JHQHUDO�GHFUHH�³7KH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�
$VVRFLDWLRQV�RI� WKH�)DLWKIXO´�DQG�3RSH�)UDQFLV¶V� WDON� ODVW�6HSWHPEHU�����
So, is the Church asking us to become something different from what we 
have always been? A number of us have asked or are asking this question, 
DQG�,�ZDQW�WR�DQVZHU�LW��:KHQ�,�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�DV�SUHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�)UDWHUQLW\�
IRU�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDUV��&DUGLQDO�.HYLQ�)DUUHOO�DVNHG�PH��³'R�\RX�ZDQW�WR�
be this factor of renewal, to contribute to being this factor of renewal from 
within the entire ecclesial experience, bringing all that you are? This is 
very important, because if you become something different from what you 
are, it will no longer interest anyone, not you or anybody else, and conse-
quently it will not build the Church.” 

Therefore, we are being asked nothing less than to be fully ourselves, 
bringing our originality within the life of the whole Church, more and more 
with this awareness. This is what the Church is asking us to say yes to 
WRGD\��7KLV�LV�ZKDW�)U��*LXVVDQL�ZURWH�XV�DIWHU�WKH�SRSH¶V�JUHDW�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�
WKH�PRYHPHQWV��³7KDQN�\RX�P\�IULHQGV��:KDW�KDSSHQHG�ODVW�6DWXUGD\�����
May, happened because you, you too, are there, together��,W�LV�RQO\�WRJHWK-
HUQHVV�WKDW�RSHUDWHV��,QGHHG��*RG�LV�ZKHUH�XQLW\�LV��)RU�PH��WKH�PHHWLQJ�RQ�
6DWXUGD\�ZLWK�-RKQ�3DXO�,,�ZDV�WKH�JUHDWHVW�GD\�RI�RXU�KLVWRU\��PDGH�SRV-
VLEOH�E\�WKH�3RSH¶V�UHFRJQLWLRQ��,W�ZDV�WKH�µFU\¶�WKDW�*RG�JDYH�XV�DV�D�testi-
mony to unity, to the unity of the whole Church. At least, that was the way 
,�IHOW�LW��ZH�DUH�RQH��,�VDLG�VR��WRR��WR�&KLDUD�DQG�.LNR��ZKR�ZHUH�WKHUH�QH[W�
WR�PH�LQ�6DLQW�3HWHU¶V�6TXDUH��KRZ�LV�LW�SRVVLEOH�QRW�WR�FU\�RXW�RXU�XQLW\�RQ�
VXFK�RFFDVLRQV"�$QG�WKHQ�,�SHUFHLYHG±PRUH�LQWHQVHO\�WKDQ�HYHU�EHIRUH±WKH�
fact that we are for�WKH�&KXUFK��ZH�DUH�D�IDFWRU�WKDW�EXLOGV�WKH�&KXUFK��,�
IHOW�P\VHOI�WDNHQ�LQWR�*RG¶V�KDQGV��&KULVW¶V�KDQGV��WKRVH�KDQGV�WKDW�PROG�
KLVWRU\��7KHVH� DUH� WLPHV� LQ�ZKLFK� ,� KDYH�EHJXQ� WUXO\� WR�XQGHUVWDQG±DQG�
DOO�WKH�PRUH�RQ�6DWXUGD\±WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�ZKLFK�*RG�KDV�FDOOHG�PH��,�
had not understood, but on Saturday it was clear. And this responsibility is 
such insofar as it communicates itself to others precisely as responsibility. 
This is true when it is for the whole Church, and therefore for the whole 
movement; when it is an obedience to the fact that–as Saint Paul says–‘We 
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GR�QRW�OLYH�WR�RXUVHOYHV��DQG�ZH�GR�QRW�GLH�WR�RXUVHOYHV��,I�ZH�OLYH��ZH�OLYH�
to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or 
ZKHWKHU�ZH�GLH��ZH�DUH�WKH�/RUG¶V¶��5RP�����±����,W�LV�*RG�ZKR�LV�DW�ZRUN�
LQ�ZKDW�ZH�GR��µ*RG�LV�DOO�LQ�DOO�¶�2XU�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�LV�IRU�XQLW\��WR�WKH�SRLQW�
of valuing even the smallest good that is in the other.”� 

,�DP�KHUH�IRU�WKLV��)RU�WKLV�VDPH�UHDVRQ��)U��0DXUR�*LXVHSSH�/HSRUL��
abbot general of the Cistercians, accepted our invitation to be here today, 
IRU�ZKLFK�,�WKDQN�KLP��

“Christ, the Life of Life” is the title of these Spiritual Exercises, and it 
LV�D�SURYLGHQWLDO�RQH��,�ZRXOG�VD\��,Q�IDFW��ZKHUH�FDQ�RXU�HQWKXVLDVP�IRU�WKH�
KLVWRU\�WKDW�VHL]HG�XV��ZKHUH�FDQ�WKH�\HV�ZH�DUH�FDOOHG�WR�VD\�FRPH�IURP��
if not from looking Christ in the face once again, if not from the renewal 
of the wonder that began it all, that was the beginning of our whole histo-
U\��WKDW�LV��WKH�ZRQGHU�RI�D�PDQ��)U��/XLJL�*LXVVDQL��LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�IDFH�RI�
DQRWKHU�PDQ��WKH�PDQ�-HVXV�RI�1D]DUHWK"�

,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�DGG�WKH�ODVW�DQG�SHUKDSV�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�DQVZHU�WR�WKH�
TXHVWLRQ�SRVHG�DV�ZH�EHJDQ��:K\�DP�,�KHUH"�:K\�DUH�ZH�KHUH"�,�DP�KHUH�
for You, O Christ, the life of life. We are here for You. We are here to know 
<RX�PRUH��WR�UHFRJQL]H�<RX�DJDLQ��

Let us collect ourselves so that we can listen, following those who are 
ahead of us on the journey. 

���/XLJL�*LXVVDQL��/HWWHU� WR� WKH�)UDWHUQLW\��0LODQ��-XQH����������LQ�/XLJL�*LXVVDQL��The Work of the 
Movement: The Fraternity of Communion and Liberation (Milan: Società Cooperativa Editoriale 
1XRYR�0RQGR������������±���
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Q�introduction
Mauro-Giuseppe Lepori

“There is need of only one thing” 

The silence that listens

“To follow Christ, to love Christ in everything: this is what must be 
acknowledged as the principal characteristic of our journey.”�

)U��*LXVVDQL¶V�VWDWHPHQW�LQ�KLV������OHWWHU�WR�WKH�)UDWHUQLW\��UHDFWLQJ�
ZLWK�HPRWLRQ�WR�6DLQW�-RKQ�3DXO�,,¶V�OHWWHU�IRU�WKH�WZHQWLHWK�DQQLYHUVDU\�
RI� WKH�)UDWHUQLW\� LWVHOI�� FDPH� LPPHGLDWHO\� WR�PLQG� DV� WKH� VLPSOHVW� DQG�
most encompassing summary of the awareness that a gesture like the 
Spiritual Exercises calls us to reawaken together. Together! The Spiritual 
Exercises are not a monologue, not even if led by a monk. On the con-
trary. A monk should be a humble reminder of a desire for silence, an atti-
tude of silence, a humble reminder of the awareness that silence means 
listening, opening “the ears of the heart,” as Saint Benedict says in the 
prologue of his Rule, which he begins in this way, “Listen carefully, my 
VRQ��WR�WKH�PDVWHU¶V�LQVWUXFWLRQV��DQG�DWWHQG�WR�WKHP�ZLWK�WKH�HDU�RI�\RXU�
heart. This is advice from a father who loves you; welcome it, and faith-
fully put it into practice [that is, make experience of it]. The labor of obe-
dience will bring you back to Him from whom you had drifted through 
the sloth of disobedience.”�

Obedience is not primarily something to do. Rather, it is listening 
that becomes a task in the degree to which it is lived as an attentive and 
devoted openness of the heart, “attentive” as Benedict says here, like 
D�EHJJDU�DVNLQJ�IRU�ZKDW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�OLIH��,I�WKH�VLOHQFH�WKDW�OLVWHQV�
and desires life from an Other penetrates into life and makes space for 
itself in life, time, and things that need to be done, in the worries, joys, 
and sufferings of all of life, if the silence penetrates into life even just 
a little bit, then this listening silence becomes the broad road by which 
all of your life immerses itself in silence, immerses itself in listening, 
leans deferentially toward and bows to ask for and welcome life. As 
expressed in the stupendous lines of Clemente Rebora, “My song is a 

���/XLJL�*LXVVDQL��/HWWHU�WR�WKH�)UDWHUQLW\��0LODQ��)HEUXDU\�����������LQ�LELG�������
���Prologue, The Rule of St. Benedict in English��HG��7LPRWK\�)U\��2�6�%���&ROOHJHYLOOH��01��7KH�
/LWXUJLFDO�3UHVV������������



Friday evening

11

sentiment / that from the wearied day / tired the night hours: / and asked 
for life.”�

But the silence to which we are called in these days should not tire us. 
Rather, it should give us rest from the disorder, the agitated searching and 
the exhausting anxiety of our demands and claims that muddy the purity 
of the profound and true desire of the heart. This simple, childlike desire 
does not pollute our true need with our demands upon ourselves, others, 
the Church, those in positions of responsibility, and those who are not. This 
pure, true, and simple desire does not sully the true need we have inside 
of us, the true need of everyone and that are part of all of the situations in 
ZKLFK�OLIH�DQG�RXU�KLVWRU\�XQIROG��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�D�)UDWHUQLW\��RU�
an order like mine, or other ecclesial realities. 

6R��¿UVW�RI�DOO�OHW�XV�DVN�2XU�/DG\�IRU�WKLV�WUXH�VLOHQFH��WKLV�WUXH�GHVLUH��
because her heart was free from any stain of sin, any craving due to orig-
inal sin; that is, from autonomous possession of the meaning and fullness 
RI� OLIH�� D� SRVVHVVLRQ� WKDW� LV� VHL]HG� RU� JUDEEHG� UDWKHU� WKDQ� DFFHSWHG� DQG�
ZHOFRPHG��0DU\¶V�KHDUW�OLYHG�WKLV�GHVLUH�DOZD\V��LQ�HYHU\WKLQJ��,Q�KHU��LW�
was spontaneous to ask for everything, even without words, because the 
entreaty, the desire for life was the constant beat of her immaculate heart. 
,W� LV� QRW� VR� IRU�XV��:H�QHHG� DW� OHDVW� D�PRPHQW�RI� DZDUHQHVV� WKDW� WKLV� LV�
not so, an instant of acknowledgment that the silence that listens with the 
desire of the heart is not there, is too distracted, too saturated with other 
things, too deafened by other noises. But deep down, all that is needed to 
create the silence that entreats, that begs, is a moment of awareness of our 
GLVWUDFWLRQ�DQG�VXSHU¿FLDOLW\� WKDW�EHFRPHV�DQ� LQVWDQW�RI�SDLQ��FRQIXVLRQ��
and humiliation, like when Martha heard Jesus tell her she was too full of 
noise, agitation, and demands, that she was too sure of “already knowing 
what was needed.” Here, this is the point! We lack silence, listening, and 
desire when the claim that we already know what is needed dominates in 
XV��WKH�FODLP�WKDW�ZH�DOUHDG\�H[SHULHQFH�ZKDW�LV�QHHGHG��ZKDW�VXI¿FHV�IRU�
XV��ZKDW�VXI¿FHV�IRU�PH�DQG�HYHU\RQH��RU�SHUKDSV�PH�ZLWKRXW�HYHU\RQH��RU�
everyone without me. 

���&OHPHQWH�5HERUD��³/;;,,��6RQ�O¶DUDWUR�SHU�VROFDUH´�>,�DP�WKH�SORZ�WR�FXW�D�IXUURZ@��,��Frammenti 
lirici [Lyrical fragments] ��������LQ�Le poesie 1913–1957 >3RHPV�����±����@��0LODQ��*DU]DQWL��
������������2XU�WUDQVODWLRQ�
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Listening is the only need

%HLQJ�VLOHQW�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�UHVHWWLQJ�RXU�OLIH��7KLV�QHYHU�KDSSHQV��,I�DW�
the end of times Christ asks us to give account of what we have or have 
not done to one of His little sisters or brothers, if even the hairs of our 
head are counted, if not even the gift of a glass of water will be forgotten 
in heaven, if every word we say will be judged, well then, not even we 
can be silent, forgetting life. But even agitated and disordered life enters 
into silence when it listens to what is needed, when it lets itself hear, as 
Martha did that day, that “there is need of only one thing,” that there is 
only one “better part” that will never be taken away. “Martha, Martha, 
you are anxious and worried about many things. There is need of only 
one thing [only one thing is needed]. Mary has chosen the better part and 
LW�ZLOO�QRW�EH�WDNHQ�IURP�KHU�¶´�

We should live the silence of these days, at least in our intention, at 
OHDVW�DV�RXU�GHVLUH��WKH�ZD\�0DUWKD�GLG�DIWHU�-HVXV¶V�FRUUHFWLRQ��6KH�VWRRG�
there, saying nothing else, struck and wounded by His words. She returned 
to the hearth, the food she was cooking, the bowls she was putting on the 
table, the service of all those guests who came with Jesus and invaded 
her home. She did not return like a beaten dog. Jesus never beats anyone. 
Jesus announces, educates, and reveals Himself, and in revealing Himself 
reveals us to ourselves. Martha returned to the kitchen wounded, certainly, 
but feeling right away that the wound did her good, had lanced an abscess 
and purged an infection that had poisoned her heart, life, and relationships, 
even her relationship with God, with Jesus, their great friend. There was 
something wrong and disordered in her that had even led her to get angry 
with Jesus, something she never would have wanted or imagined before 
that evening, before that scene. 

/HW�XV�VHHN�0DUWKD¶V�VLOHQFH�DQG�OLVWHQLQJ��DOORZ�LW�WR�HQWHU�XV��WKLV�³EHW-
WHU�SDUW´�WKDW�0DUWKD�FKRVH�WKDW�HYHQLQJ��PD\EH�¿UVW�ZLWK�VDGQHVV��PD\EH�
wanting to cry out even more than before, to leave and slam the door. 
,QVWHDG��VKH�KHOG�KHU�WRQJXH��DQG�OHW�-HVXV¶V�ZRUGV�HQWHU�DQG�ZRUN�LQVLGH�
her, like a plow that makes the earth more fertile, capable of welcoming the 
seed that is capable of bearing fruit.

:H�QHHG�0DUWKD¶V�VLOHQFH��QRW�RQO\�LQGLYLGXDOO\�EXW�DOVR�DV�D�FRPPX-
QLW\��DV�D�)UDWHUQLW\��DV�WKH�&KXUFK��:H�QHHG�LW�VR�WKDW�RXU�OLYHV��DQG�WKH�OLIH�
of the community, the life of the Church, may become fruitful, fruitful with 
what Christ says, what Christ wants, what Christ, the Word of God, is. We 
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QHHG�0DUWKD¶V� VLOHQFH� LQ�RUGHU� WR� IXOO\�ZHOFRPH� WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�&KULVW��
who has reached us even to the point of sitting there in our home talking, 
to the point of being there waiting to have dinner with us, waiting to share 
with us the food we are cooking for Him and then to the point of spending 
the night in our home because He needs to rest and is our friend and loves 
us so much, appreciates our company so much that He chose our house, our 
life, our heart, as a resting place in the course of His mission of salvation of 
WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG��LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�+LV�FRPLQJ�IURP�WKH�)DWKHU�DQG�UHWXUQLQJ�
WR�WKH�)DWKHU��PDNLQJ�+LPVHOI�PDQ�WR�UHGHHP�DOO�RI�KXPDQLW\��+H�FRPHV�
WR�UHVW�LQ�P\�KRPH��'R�\RX�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�D�JUHDW�WKLQJ�WKLV�LV"�:KDW�DQ�
incredible thing it is? 

The dwelling place of the friendship with Christ

There is a line of a Latin hymn for the memorial of Saint Martha that 
DOZD\V�UHYHUEHUDWHV�LQVLGH�PH��,W�LV�D�SUD\HU�WR�WKH�VDLQW��WKDW�VKH�PD\�VKDUH�
her friendship with Christ with us: “Magistri felix hospita, / corda fac nos-
tra ferveant, / ut illi gratæ iugiter / sint sedes amicitiæ. (O blessed hostess 
of the Lord, / make our hearts ardent / so that they may constantly be for 
Him / a dwelling place of grateful friendship.”�

,Q�EHFRPLQJ�ÀHVK��WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�FDPH�WR�FDOO�RXU�KHDUWV�WR�EH�IRU�
Him “sedes amicitiæ,”–a dwelling place of friendship–not only in the 
heart of Mary His Mother, but in every human heart reached by His pres-
ence and love, even the hearts of sinners like Zacchaeus. Jesus called 
Zacchaeus to welcome Him into his home, but actually Zacchaeus was 
ZHOFRPLQJ�-HVXV�LQWR�KLV�KHDUW��D�KHDUW�WKDW��DW�&KULVW¶V�FRPLQJ��¿UVW�ZDV�
¿OOHG�ZLWK�MR\��WKHQ�ZLWK�UHSHQWDQFH��DQG�¿QDOO\�ZLWK�D�ORYH�WKDW�FDXVHV�
him to give not only his goods to the poor and to those he himself had 
robbed, but also a grateful love for Him who came to him in his own 
home to “seek and save what was lost.”�

:H�QHHG�0DUWKD¶V�VLOHQFH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�OLYH�WKLV�H[SHULHQFH��RU�EHWWHU��WKLV�
grace–this event of God who comes to make of our life the dwelling place 
of His friendship. We must observe silence in order to listen to this offering 
of the presence of the master. 

���9HVSHUV�K\PQ��PHPRULDO�RI�6DLQWV�0DUWKD��0DU\��DQG�/D]DUXV��+RVWV�RI�WKH�/RUG��-XO\�����LQ�WKH�
monastic breviary.
���/N�������
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The core message

:KDW�GRHV�&KULVW�WHOO�XV"�,�KRSH�ZH�ZLOO�OLVWHQ�WR�+LP�LQ�WKHVH�GD\V��,�KRSH�
DQG�SUD\��IRU�PH�DQG�IRU�\RX��DV�,�KRSH�WKDW�\RX�WRR�ZLOO�SUD\�IRU�PH�DQG�
for all of us. This evening, as we think of the episode of Martha, let us also 
WKLQN�RI�WKH�PHVVDJH�WKDW�VKH�PHGLWDWHG�RQ�LQ�VLOHQFH��WKDW�¿OOHG�KHU�ZLWK�
VLOHQFH�DQG�¿OOHG�KHU�VLOHQFH��³0DUWKD��0DUWKD��\RX�DUH�DQ[LRXV�DQG�ZRU-
ried about many things. There is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen 
the better part and it will not be taken from her.”��

$V�,�VDLG��PD\EH�LQ�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�0DUWKD�EURRGHG�RYHU�WKRVH�ZRUGV��
putting the accent on the reproof she perceived in them. “Martha, calm 
GRZQ��\RX¶UH�WRR�DJLWDWHG�DERXW�D�WKRXVDQG�WKLQJV��'RQ¶W�GLVWXUE�\RXU�VLV-
WHU��/HW�\RXUVHOI�EH�HGXFDWHG�E\�\RXU�VLVWHU¶V�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�PH��\RX�ZKR�
always think you are, and above all, have to be the best and most indispens-
able….” Maybe in the beginning she meditated on this with resentment and 
VDGQHVV��%XW�WKLV�RQO\�FRQ¿UPHG�-HVXV¶V�MXGJPHQW�DQG�LQFUHDVHG�KHU�DJL-
WDWLRQ��)L[DWLQJ�RQ�WKRVH�WKLQJV�RQO\�PDGH�KHU�PRUH�UHVWOHVV�DQG�DJLWDWHG�

)RU�XV�WRR��ZKHQ�ZH�UHFHLYH�D�MXGJPHQW��D�JD]H�RQ�XV�WKDW�UHYHDOV�WR�XV�
an inappropriate position in our life, a judgment that corrects us, that often 
is not initially clear to us, it is normal that the wound hurts and that maybe 
we scratch it. But it is like receiving an injection, a vaccine. There is the 
puncture hole and the pain in your arm, some symptoms, but the goal of the 
injection is not for this; the purpose of the injection is not the hole in our 
skin or the bruise that forms. What did Jesus inject into Martha, wounding 
KHU� VXSHU¿FLDOO\��ZRXQGLQJ�KHU� VHOI�ORYH"�:KDW� VHQVH�RI�ZHOO�EHLQJ�GLG�
Martha gradually perceive after that painful puncture? What words calmed 
and consoled her, made her feel better, gradually made her happier with a 
new joy that did not come from her but from the words of Jesus?

,I�ZH�WDNH�DZD\�-HVXV¶V�ZRUGV�DERXW�0DUWKD�DQG�KHU�VLVWHU��ZKDW�FRUH�
PHVVDJH�UHPDLQV"�,W�LV�WKDW�³WKHUH�LV�QHHG�RI�RQO\�RQH�WKLQJ�´��

This is the word that Jesus wanted to penetrate into her heart so that she 
might meditate on it and assimilate it, so that it could do her good, do good 
in her life, heal it, save it, unify it from its fragmentation. The meaning of 
this message is not a bit of psychological or spiritual hygiene, or an invita-
tion to commit herself to bringing order into her life, starting by getting her 
bad character under control. The meaning of this word is Christ Himself, 
the meaning of Christ for Martha, the gift of Christ for Martha, which is 

����/N������±���
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already a shared gift even before Martha becomes aware of it. The meaning 
of this message is that only Jesus responds to the fundamental desire of the 
heart and of life��WKH�GHVLUH�IRU�XQLW\��WKH�GHVLUH�WR�¿QG�D�PHDQLQJ�WKDW�KROGV�
everything together, that keeps us all together, that saves communion, a 
unity that embraces everything and everyone, in which we feel embraced 
by everything and everyone, embraced by the everything in everything and 
LQ� HYHU\RQH� WKDW� LV�*RG�� WKDW� LV� WKH�)DWKHU�� WKDW� LV�&KULVW��&KULVW�ZKR� LV�
WKH�LQFDUQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PHUF\�RI�WKH�)DWKHU�DQG�WKXV�WKH�LQFDUQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
HPEUDFH�RI�WKH�JRRG�)DWKHU��WKH�RQH�ZKR�ZHOFRPHV�EDFN�ZLWK�LQ¿QLWH�MR\�
the prodigal son who returns to Him.

A treasure that is already shared

Only one thing is necessary, “There is need of only one thing.”
$V� ,� VDLG�� -HVXV� RIIHUHG�0DUWKD� WKLV�ZRUG� WKDW� SXWV� HYHU\WKLQJ� EDFN�

together again in the one thing needed, which is Jesus Himself, as a gift 
already present and shared, as a gift that He gives to everyone. Her sister 
0DU\�ZDV�DOUHDG\�ZHOFRPLQJ�LW��DQG�SHUKDSV�DOVR�KHU�EURWKHU�/D]DUXV�DQG�
WKH�GLVFLSOHV�ZKR�DUULYHG�ZLWK�+LP�DQG�¿OOHG�XS�KHU�KRXVH��7KLV�JLIW�KDG�
already been shared with all those who had already received and welcomed 
+LP�� IURP� WKH�9LUJLQ�0DU\� WR�0DUWKD�� ,W� KDG� DOUHDG\� EHHQ� VKDUHG�ZLWK�
-RKQ�WKH�%DSWLVW��(OL]DEHWK��-RVHSK��WKH�VKHSKHUGV�RI�%HWKOHKHP��6LPHRQ�
and Anna, and the Magi, and for some time with Andrew and John, Peter, 
Philip, Nathaniel, Matthew the publican, and then with Mary Magdalen 
and the other women who were already following and serving the Lord. 
But not only these–it had already been shared with thousands of people, 
with pharisees and publicans, with prostitutes, the sick of all kinds, and the 
SRVVHVVHG��,W�KDG�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�VKDUHG�ZLWK�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�MXPSHG�XS�RQ�
-HVXV¶V�NQHHV��7KHUH�ZDV�DOUHDG\�DQ�HQWLUH�SHRSOH�WKDW�VKDUHG�WKH�RQH�WKLQJ�
needed, which Jesus was now offering to Martha.

$QG�XV"�<RX�DQG�,"�:KHQ�WKLV�ZRUG�UHDFKHV�XV��ZKHQ�LW�UHDFKHG�XV�DQG�
continues to reach us always anew, always new, think of the immense number 
of people with whom we already share it. Two thousand years of Christianity, 
of saints and sinners, of sainted sinners. But it is not a question of numbers, 
LW�VXI¿FHV�MXVW�WZR�RU�WKUHH�SHRSOH�ZKR�GLVFRYHU�WKH\�VKDUH�WKH�EHOLHI�WKDW�
Christ is the one answer, total and universal, to the need of the human heart 
WKDW�LW�EH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�ZRQGHU��ZLWK�ZRQGHU�WKDW�WKLV�DZDUHQHVV�KDSSHQV�WR�XV��
that it happens to each of us, to me!, to us who certainly do not deserve it 
more than billions of other people to whom it has not yet happened. What 
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wonder and responsibility! What gratefulness and contrition! Because if you 
¿QG�LQ�\RXU�KRPH��HDWLQJ�DQG�GULQNLQJ�ZLWK�\RX��VLWWLQJ�ULJKW�WKHUH�ZKHUH�
\RX�DQG�\RXU�VLEOLQJV�VLW�WR�HDW�DQG�FKDW�HYHU\�GD\��LI�\RX�¿QG�LQ�\RXU�KRPH�
the one reality, the one presence that every human heart needs, that is needed 
in this precise moment by eight billion hearts beating on this earth, how can 
\RX�QRW�IHHO�D�GL]]\LQJ�UHVSRQVLELOLW\"�,Q�RQH�ZD\�RU�DQRWKHU�\RX�EHFRPH�D�
debtor to all of humanity by the fact that you have been given freely what 
everyone, absolutely everyone!, is awaiting expectantly.

Embrace Christ now

But we do not need to think about this now. We do not need to think about 
those to whom this reality is outstretched, offered. Now we have to think 
DERXW�WKH�UHDOLW\�LWVHOI�EHFDXVH�+H�LV�KHUH�DQG�LI�,�GR�QRW�RSHQ�P\VHOI�DQG�
welcome Him, there is no use worrying about the universal need that awaits 
+LP��2OG�6LPHRQ�LPPHGLDWHO\�UHFRJQL]HG�WKDW�EDE\�DV�WKH�³VDOYDWLRQ�RI�DOO�
peoples…, a light to illuminate the peoples,”�� but did so as part of taking 
that baby into his arms, holding Him close. 

So then, we have to help each other understand how this word to Martha 
FRPHV�WR�VDYH�HDFK�RI�XV�QRZ�LQ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�¿QG�RXUVHOYHV�
today, now, in the life of each of us, the life of the community, of the 
)UDWHUQLW\��RI�WKH�RUGHUV��RI�WKH�&KXUFK��DQG�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�

/HW¶V�SXW�RXUVHOYHV�LQ�0DUWKD¶V�VKRHV�WKDW�GD\��WKDW�HYHQLQJ��/HW¶V�WKLQN�
how she withdrew into herself in front of the hearth where she was cooking 
VRPHWKLQJ��/HW¶V�WKLQN�RI�KRZ�VKH�QHHGHG�WR�JR�VRPHSODFH�TXLHW�ZLWK�WKLV�
ZRUG�WKDW�KDG�ZRXQGHG�KHU��$V�,�VDLG��SUREDEO\�LQ�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�VKH�QHHG-
ed to cool down from her rage at not being listened to and understood by 
Jesus. This was the skin-deep, psychological, sentimental impression that 
LQYDGHG�KHU�DW�WKH�PRPHQW�DQG�¿OOHG�KHU�ZLWK�VDGQHVV��%HIRUH�WKDW�HYHQLQJ��
she could always at least blow up, which released her pent-up energy and 
freed her from her bad mood and did her good. Then she would return to 
her work knowing full well that her outburst had changed nothing, that her 
sister or whoever would continue like before, like always. But at least she 
had had her say; she could tell herself that she had said what she thought, 
even if she did not always think about what she said.

This time, it was as if Jesus had made this explosive reaction impos-
VLEOH�� ,W�KDG�EHFRPH�VXEWHUUDQHDQ�DQG�LQVWHDG�RI�EORZLQJ�IUDJPHQWV�DQG�
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radiation over a radius of a thousand miles, the atomic energy invaded all 
the underground crevices of the subterranean level of her humanity.

,Q� UHDOLW\��0DUWKD�KDG�EHJXQ� WR� UHDOL]H� WKDW�-HVXV¶V�PHVVDJH�UHYHDOHG�
KHU�WR�KHUVHOI��QRW�VXSHU¿FLDOO\��QRW�VLPSO\�E\�VD\LQJ�WKDW�VKH�ZDV�DQ�DQ[-
ious person who always wanted to make a good impression and dominate 
everyone in every situation. She knew this already and probably her sister 
DQG�EURWKHU�KDG�DOUHDG\�WROG�KHU�VR�D� WKRXVDQG�WLPHV��1R��-HVXV¶V�ZRUGV�
revealed her heart to herself, which is something quite different, much 
GHHSHU�WKDQ�KHU�VXSHU¿FLDO�SV\FKRORJ\��FKDUDFWHU��RU�WHPSHUDPHQW��)RU�WKDW�
matter, she knew that Jesus liked her temperament, that He always looked 
at it with fondness and probably joked about it, and she pretended to be 
offended but took delight in being made fun of by the Lord because in this 
way she felt she was the object of His affection; she felt understood and 
embraced. Otherwise, Jesus would not have come so frequently and will-
ingly to their home that was so dominated by Martha that the Gospel does 
QRW�VD\�WKDW�-HVXV�ZDV�KRVWHG�E\�/D]DUXV�RU�0DU\��EXW�E\�KHU���

%XW� -HVXV¶V� PHVVDJH�� ³0DUWKD�� 0DUWKD«� WKHUH� LV� QHHG� RI� RQO\� RQH�
thing,” was not a joke or a small sign of impatience at her agitation. This 
word revealed her heart to her, exposed its deep, essential, total need, and 
revealed to her that she was attempting to fool this deep, essential, and 
total need, was not taking care of it. Or better, she was clogging it up with 
things, worries, activities, judgments, fears, irritations, preconceptions, 
and dislikes–just as we do!

The heart is a need for Christ 

What is the heart? When Jesus says that only one thing is necessary, we 
QHHG�WR�UHDOL]H�WKDW�³QHFHVVDU\´�WUDQVODWHV�D�*UHHN�WHUP�WKDW�PHDQV�³QHHG�´�
³SRYHUW\�´�DQG�³ODFN�´�,Q�IDFW�� WKH�QHZ�WUDQVODWLRQ�VD\V�³WKHUH�LV�QHHG�RI�
only one thing.” When we say a thing is necessary, we think above all of 
the value of this thing and that it is important and at times vital to possess 
it. But often we do not think of the fact that the necessity of this thing is 
GH¿QHG� E\�our need, by the lack we feel or are. Our absolute need for 
&KULVW�LPSOLHV�D�P\VWHULRXV�³GH¿QLWLRQ´�WKDW�LV�LQVLGH�XV��WKDW�ZH�DUH��WKDW�
is our heart, our heart that needs Him, our heart that needs only Him, that 
lacks only Him. Without an awareness of ourselves as need, we cannot in 
truth welcome the gift of Christ, the encounter in which Christ reveals that 
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He is for us, as for Martha, the only One necessary for the heart, the only 
One we truly need, of whom we are in need.

+RZ�FRXOG�,�QRW�TXRWH�WKH�JUHDW�YHUVH�RI�0DULR�/X]L�WKDW�ZH�PHGLWDWHG�
RQ�DW�WKH������0HHWLQJ�RI�5LPLQL��³:KDW�LV�WKLV�ODFN�D�ODFN�RI��RK�KHDUW��RI�
which all of a sudden you are full?”�� 

7KDW�HYHQLQJ��0DUWKD�KDG�H[DFWO\�WKLV�H[SHULHQFH��VKH�ZDV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�
this question that the heart asks itself. Our heart is a question, an entreaty 
that questions itself�� DQ� HQWUHDW\� WKDW� ¿OOV� XV�ZLWK�ZRQGHU�� ¿UVW� RI� DOO� DV�
HQWUHDW\��DV�ODFN��$QG�ZH�VD\�WR�RXU�KHDUW��³+RZ�FDQ�WKLV�EH"�,�JLYH�\RX�
HYHU\WKLQJ��,�¿OO�\RX�ZLWK�VR�PDQ\�WKLQJV��VR�PDQ\�FUDYLQJV�DQG�DQ[LHWLHV��
so many vanities and presumptions, so many judgments and prejudices, so 
many brilliant ideas and so many silly things. How can you need some-
WKLQJ�HOVH"�+RZ�FDQ�DQ\WKLQJ�HOVH�¿OO�\RX"�+RZ�FDQ�\RX�¿OO�\RXUVHOI�ZLWK�
a void, a lack, a need that is so imposing, so powerful that all of a sudden it 
sweeps everything else into a corner? As if all the other things were only an 
appearance, a ghost, a mirage, waste, trash. All the rest seemed so import-
ant! How is it that all of a sudden, like the blow of a sword, the desire for 
VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�¿OOV�\RX"´

As we were waiting for this encounter we listened to The Divine Liturgy 
of Saint John Chrysostom, RS������E\�6HUJHL�5DFKPDQLQRII�� ,Q�KLV�FRP-
mentary for the Spirto Gentil�&'�VHULHV��)U��*LXVVDQL�KLJKOLJKWHG�WKH�SDV-
sage we listened to just before the beginning of this encounter, in which for 
fully eight minutes the composer repeats the expression “Gospodi pomi-
luj!”��³/RUG��KDYH�PHUF\�´��*LXVVDQL�ZURWH��³:K\��EURWKHU�5DFKPDQLQRII��
GR�\RX�PDNH�XV�UHSHDW��IRU�HLJKW�PLQXWHV��µ/RUG��KDYH�PHUF\��¶�µGospodi 
pomiluj’? Because our time has had no meaning, it has not had the meaning 
it could have had, it failed to achieve that total meaning which is called 
'HVWLQ\��LW�KDV�WRWDOO\�µORVW�LWV�PHPRU\�¶�'HVWLQ\�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�D�SUHVHQFH�
WKDW�PROGHG�VRPHWKLQJ�� LW�KDV�QRW�KDG�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�DQ\WKLQJ��HYHU\WKLQJ�
in us has derived from instinctive reactions, from the indolence that has 
kept us from moving, from the irritation or resentment that breaks through 
WKH�ÀRRU�DQG�PDNHV�DQJHU�JR�GRZQ�LQWR�RXU� LQQHUPRVW�EHLQJ��FUHDWLQJ�D�
bitter whirlpool revealing that there is anger inside you, even if it is not 
proclaimed and expressed.”��

����0DULR�/X]L��³'L�FKH�q�PDQFDQ]D����´�LQ�Sotto specie umana [Under the human species] (Milan: 
*DU]DQWL��������������6HH�DOVR�0DXUR�*LXVHSSH�/HSRUL��Si vive solo per morire? >'RHV�RQH�OLYH�
RQO\�WR�GLH"@��6LHQD��&DQWDJDOOL��������������
����/XLJL�*LXVVDQL��³6R�7KDW�<RXU�-R\�0D\�%H�&RPSOHWH�´�QRWHV�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�WKH�'LYLQH�/LW-
XUJ\�RI�6W�� -RKQ�&KU\VRVWRP��RS�� ���� E\�6HUJHM�5DFKPDQLQRY��Spirto Gentil, &'�����&ODYHV�
5HFRUGV�������
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,�WKLQN�WKLV�LV�WKH�DZDUHQHVV�WKDW�0DUWKD�FDPH�WR�WKDW�HYHQLQJ��'HVWLQ\�
reached her there, deep in her heart, at the “bitter whirlpool” of her heart 
penetrated by irritation, resentment, and anger.

The encounter that reveals desire

But this question of the heart to itself, this awareness of the heart as entreaty 
for Christ, of the heart as a wound that only Christ can salve and heal, did 
QRW� MXVW� FRPH� WR�0DUWKD¶V�PLQG� DOO� RI� D� VXGGHQ�� RXW� RI� QRZKHUH��ZLWK-
out anything happening to prompt it. This awareness was born in Martha 
because that evening she had encountered Jesus. Maybe she had known 
Him for some time, and perhaps had hosted Him many other times; she 
might have heard Him spoken of, perhaps by her sister, who had proba-
bly met Him before her, and who perhaps was the sinful woman who had 
ZDVKHG�-HVXV¶V�IHHW�ZLWK�KHU�WHDUV�DQG�UHFHLYHG�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�KHU�VLQV�IRU�
having loved greatly.�� Martha knew Him; they had spent time together and 
appreciated each other, but she had never encountered Jesus.

)U��*LXVVDQL�FDSWXUHG�WKLV�LQ�WKH�SDVVDJH�WKDW�VXJJHVWHG�WKH�WKHPH�IRU�
these Spiritual Exercises, taken from To Give One’s Life for the Work of 
Another��³&KULVW��WKLV�LV�WKH�QDPH�WKDW�LQGLFDWHV�DQG�GH¿QHV�D�UHDOLW\�,�KDYH�
HQFRXQWHUHG�LQ�P\�OLIH��,�KDYH�HQFRXQWHUHG��,�KHDUG�RI�LW�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�D�FKLOG��
DV�D�ER\��DQG�VR�RQ��,W�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�JURZ�XS�NQRZLQJ�WKH�ZRUG�&KULVW�ZHOO��
but for many people He is not encountered, He is not really experienced as 
EHLQJ�SUHVHQW��,Q�P\�FDVH�&KULVW�EXPSHG�LQWR�P\�OLIH��P\�OLIH�EXPSHG�LQWR�
&KULVW��SUHFLVHO\�VR�WKDW�,�VKRXOG�OHDUQ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�+H�LV�WKH�FHQWUDO�
point of everything, of the whole of my life. Christ is the life of my life: 
LQ�+LP�LV�VXPPHG�XS�DOO�WKDW�,�ZRXOG�GHVLUH��DOO�WKDW�,�ORRN�IRU��DOO�WKDW�,�
VDFUL¿FH��DOO�WKDW�GHYHORSV�LQ�PH�RXW�RI�ORYH�IRU�WKH�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�ZKRP�+H�
has put me, that is, out of love for you.”��

That day, that evening, Martha encountered Christ; she had an encoun-
ter as event.�7KH�*RVSHO�GHVFULEHV�LQ�0DUWKD�DQG�-HVXV¶V�GLDORJXH�WKDW�OHDS�
RI�DZDUHQHVV�WKDW�GH¿QHV�D�WUXH�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�-HVXV�&KULVW��$Q�HQFRXQWHU�
with Christ that changes your entire life happens when a man, a woman, 
DUH�LQ�IURQW�RI�+LP�MXVW�DV�WKH\�DUH��ZLWK�DOO�WKH�KXPDQLW\�WKDW�GH¿QHV�WKHP��
the good and the bad, and it does not matter whether there is more good or 

����&I��/N�����±���
����Luigi Giussani, To Give One’s Life for the Work of Another��0RQWUHDO��0F*LOO�4XHHQ¶V�8QLYHU-
VLW\�3UHVV������������
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more bad; it does not even matter if there is only bad. The important thing 
LV�WKDW�\RX�¿QG�\RXUVHOI�MXVW�DV�\RX�DUH�LQ�IURQW�RI�+LP��LQ�+LV�SUHVHQFH��
You can be entirely pure like the Virgin Mary, or a rascal like Zacchaeus 
and the good thief, or a woman with a messed-up life like the Samaritan 
ZRPDQ��RU�D�URXJKQHFN�ZLWK�D�KHDUW�RI�JROG�OLNH�3HWHU��RU�D�¿QH�UHOLJLRXV�
intellectual like Nicodemus, or a fanatic and violent pharisee like Paul–it 
does not matter! The encounter happens when a man, a woman, just as they 
DUH��¿QG�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�IURQW�RI�+LP�DQG�LQ�WKDW�PRPHQW�-HVXV�PDQDJHV�WR�
penetrate into the heart of this person, even if only with a whisper, maybe 
RQO\�ZLWK�D�JD]H��LQ�RUGHU�WR�PDNH�WKH�JUHDW�DQQRXQFHPHQW�WKDW�DOO�RI�OLIH�
DZDLWV�H[SHFWDQWO\��³$OO�\RX�QHHG�LV�PH��<RX�RQO\�QHHG�PH��,�DP�WKH�IXOO-
ness that the need of your heart thirsts for!” 

And there, truly, “Abyssus abyssum invocat”–“deep calls to deep,” as 
3VDOP����VD\V��–the deep of the mercy of God calls, responding to the deep 
of poverty that is the heart of the human person.

Martha encountered Christ that day because on that day her heart was 
pierced by the consciousness of her vanity and vacuousness, and at the 
VDPH�WLPH�E\�WKH�VXUSULVH�WKDW�ZKDW�¿OOHG�WKDW�YRLG�ZDV�WKHUH��ZDV�JLYHQ�WR�
her, in Jesus. 

Each of us, and all of us together this evening, must start anew from 
WKHUH�� DQG� HPEUDFH� -HVXV¶V�ZRUGV� WR�0DUWKD� DQG� -HVXV¶V� JD]H�RQ�3HWHU±
they are the same because it is always and only the event of an encounter 
that comes, and always comes anew, as the only thing the heart needs, our 
KHDUW�DQG�WKH�KHDUW�RI�HYHU\�SHUVRQ��,�LQYLWH�\RX�WR�UHOLYH�LQ�\RXU�OLIH��LQ�
\RXU�KHDUW�� LQ� WKH�DZDUHQHVV�RI�\RXU�³,�´� LQ� WKH�VLOHQFH� WKDW�\RX�PDQDJH�
ZHOO�RU�EDGO\�WR�RIIHU��,�LQYLWH�\RX�WR�UHOLYH�WKLV�GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ�0DUWKD�
DQG�-HVXV� LQ�/XNH������±����,� LQYLWH�DOO�RI�\RX�WR�JR� WR�-HVXV�DQG�FRP-
plain about everything you have to complain about, about yourselves, 
those at your side–husband, wife, children, your work, health, community, 
\RXU�)UDWHUQLW\�� WKH�0RYHPHQW�� WKH�&KXUFK�� WKH�HQWLUH�ZRUOG��$QG�WKHQ�,�
invite you to let yourselves be looked upon by Christ, and let yourselves 
be told in the words you want, in the words He encountered you with on a 
SDUWLFXODU�GD\��WKDW�\RXU�KHDUW�QHHGV�RQH�WKLQJ�DORQH��+LP��SUHVHQW��/HW¶V�
allow ourselves to be called by name, like Martha, Abraham, Moses, and 
Saul of Tarsus, by our name repeated twice, so that we can become aware 
DJDLQ�RI�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�SDLG�VSHFL¿FDOO\�WR�XV��WR�PH�LQ�SHUVRQ��ZLWK�ZKLFK�
&KULVW�ORRNV�DW�XV��ZLWK�ZKLFK�+H�FDOOV�XV��$QG�,�LQYLWH�\RX�WR�SD\�DWWHQ-
tion to what happens in you and in your relationship with everything you 

����3V������
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FRPSODLQHG�DERXW��HYHQ�ULJKWO\��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��,�LQYLWH�\RX�WR�GLVFRYHU�RU�
UHGLVFRYHU�KRZ�OLIH�FKDQJHV��DOO�RI�OLIH��LQ�WKH�OLJKW�RI�+LV�JD]H�DQG�RI�WKH�
grace of being aware that our heart needs Him alone.

Tomorrow we will start again from there, to take up again together the 
journey to follow Him, reviving the awareness of the fullness of humanity 
to which Christ wants to lead us.

Now let us pray the Memorare together.
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Saturday morning, April 30 
During entrance and exit: 

Johann Sebastian Bach, Credo, Mass in B Minor, BWV 232 
Karl Richter–Münchener Bach-Chor und Orchester (Archiv Produktion) Universal

Angelus

Morning Prayers

Q�first meditation
Mauro-Giuseppe Lepori

To be born in the encounter, to grow in following

)U��*LXVVDQL� WHVWL¿HG� WKDW�³&KULVW�EXPSHG� LQWR�P\� OLIH��P\� OLIH�EXPSHG� LQWR�
&KULVW��SUHFLVHO\�VR�WKDW�,�VKRXOG�OHDUQ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�+H�LV�WKH�FHQWUDO�SRLQW�
of everything, of the whole of my life. Christ is the life of my life: in Him is 
VXPPHG�XS�DOO�WKDW�,�ZRXOG�GHVLUH��DOO�WKDW�,�ORRN�IRU��DOO�WKDW�,�VDFUL¿FH��DOO�WKDW�
develops in me out of love for the persons with whom He has put me. . . . Christ, 
life of my life, certainty of a good destiny, and companionship in everyday life, 
D�IDPLOLDU�FRPSDQLRQVKLS�WKDW�WUDQVIRUPV�WKLQJV�LQWR�JRRG��7KLV�LV�+LV�HI¿FDF\�
in my life.”��

The encounter is a birth

2Q�WKH�HYHQLQJ�RI�P\�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�&KULVW�RQ�)HEUXDU\�����������LQ�P\�
WRZQ�QHDU�/XJDQR��ZKHQ� ,� HQWHUHG� WKH�KRPH�RI� D� IDPLO\�RI� LPPLJUDQWV�
IURP�WKH�)ULXOL�UHJLRQ�ZKR�ZHUH�PHPEHUV�RI�&RPPXQLRQ�DQG�/LEHUDWLRQ��
KH�D�FDUSHQWHU��OLNH�6DLQW�-RVHSK���KLV�ZLIH�ZKR��RQO\�WKUHH�\HDUV�DIWHU�,�PHW�
KHU��ZHQW�WR�KHDYHQ��IXOO�RI�IDLWK�DQG�JODGQHVV�LQ�&KULVW�ZKR�IXO¿OOV�OLIH��DQG�
WKHLU�WKUHH�FKLOGUHQ��RQ�WKDW�HYHQLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�D�FRXSOH�RI�KRXUV��,�
ZDV�¿UVW�VHL]HG�E\�YHU\�GHHS�VDGQHVV��WKHQ�E\�D�MR\�,�KDG�QHYHU�H[SHULHQFHG�
EHIRUH��/LNH�)U��*LXVVDQL��,�KDG�KHDUG�-HVXV�VSRNHQ�RI�HYHU�VLQFH�,�ZDV�OLW-
WOH��DQG�DW�QHDUO\�VHYHQWHHQ��,�ZDV�VWLOO�&DWKROLF��ZLWKRXW�SDUWLFXODU�GRXEWV�
DERXW�IDLWK�RU�PRUDOLW\�EXW��DV�)U��*LXVVDQL�DOZD\V�VDLG��³,W�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�

����Giussani, To Give One’s Life����±���
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grow up knowing the word Christ well, but for many people He is not 
encountered, He is not really experienced as being present.”��

This is the true problem of life, of Christian life, of the life of the Church, 
RI�WKH�PLVVLRQ�RI�WKH�&KXUFK��,I�&KULVW�LV�QRW�HQFRXQWHUHG��LI�+H�LV�QRW�WUXO\�
experienced as present, it is as if He does not exist and as if there is no sense 
in the Church existing.

That evening in that home, with those people, everything took on 
meaning, my whole life–my faith, my Catholic family, the parish, the 
SDULVK� SULHVWV�� WKH� FDWHFKLVWV�� WKH� 6FRXWV�� LQ� D�ZRUG�� DOO� RI� WKH�&KXUFK� ,�
had belonged to ever since my birth. And everything happened essentially 
EHWZHHQ�P\�KHDUW��FHUWDLQO\�GLVVDWLV¿HG�EXW�OLWWOH�DZDUH�RI�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�LWV�
GLVVDWLVIDFWLRQ��0DUWKD�ZDV�DOVR�GLVVDWLV¿HG�ZKHQ�VKH�FRPSODLQHG�DERXW�
KHU�VLVWHU�DQG�WKH�KRXVHZRUN�VKH�KDG�WR�GR�DORQH����EHWZHHQ�P\�GLVVDWLV¿HG�
heart and the evidence of a presence that said to me, too, “Mauro, Mauro, 
ORRN��DOO�\RX�QHHG�LV�PH��$QG�KHUH�,�DP��,�DP�KHUH��VR�DOO�LQ�DOO�IRU�\RX�WKDW�
,�¿OO�\RXU�KHDUW�DQG�FDXVH�LW�WR�RYHUÀRZ�ZLWK�D�MR\�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�QHYHU�HYHQ�
imagined before.”

Encountering Christ truly present is a birth, a childbirth.�)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��
DQG�,�RQO\�XQGHUVWRRG�WKLV�\HDUV�ODWHU�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�ZULWLQJ�)U��*LXVVDQL�DERXW�
LW��WKDW�HYHQLQJ�,�SDVVHG�IURP�DQ�DE\VV�RI�VDGQHVV�WR�WRWDO�MR\�EHFDXVH�,�ZDV�
ERUQ��$V�-HVXV�VDLG�DW�WKH�/DVW�6XSSHU��³$PHQ��DPHQ��,�VD\�WR�\RX��\RX�ZLOO�
weep and mourn, while the world rejoices; you will grieve, but your grief will 
become joy. When a woman is in labor, she is in anguish because her hour has 
arrived; but when she has given birth to a child, she no longer remembers the 
pain because of her joy that a child has been born into the world.”��

Then, like me, you may disown Him a thousand times, you may go 
a thousand times through this childbirth, which will only end when you 
are born into eternal life in Christ on the day of your death, but the cru-
FLDO�HQFRXQWHU��WKDW�GD\��WKDW�KRXU��ZLOO�UHPDLQ�¿[HG�OLNH�WKH�GD\�RI�\RXU�
ELUWK�� D� EHJLQQLQJ� WKDW� QRWKLQJ� FDQ� HUDVH�� D� ³¿UVW� ORYH�´� DV� WKH�%RRN�RI�
Revelation says,�� which you can certainly abandon and betray, but not 
HUDVH��,W�UHPDLQV�LQ�OLIH�OLNH�D�MXGJPHQW�WKDW�FDOOV�\RX�WR�FRQWLQXDO�FRQYHU-
sion, but a judgment full of tenderness, like when Jesus turned and looked 
DW�3HWHU�LQ�WKH�+LJK�3ULHVW¶V�FRXUW\DUG����DQG�3HWHU�VDZ�DJDLQ�LQ�WKDW�JD]H�
WKH� ¿UVW� LPPHQVH� DQG� HWHUQDO� ORYH� SUHVHQW� LQ� KLV� LQLWLDO� HQFRXQWHU� ZLWK�

����,ELG�����
����-Q������±���
����5Y�����
����/N�������
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Jesus. He could not deny this. He had denied Jesus in His absence, in front 
of the inquiring faces of the doorkeeper and the guards, but he could not 
GHQ\�+LP�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�+LV�YHU\�JD]H��WKDW�LV��in the present event of 
Christ’s love for him�� EHFDXVH� LQ� WKDW�JD]H� IXOO�RI� WHQGHUQHVV�DQG�PHUF\�
there was the whole reality of Peter, or better, the whole of reality. What 
FDQ�WKHUH�EH�IRU�XV�RXWVLGH�WKH�ORYH�¿OOHG�JD]H�RI�WKH�/RUG�ZKR�ORYHV�XV��
PDNHV�XV��FDOOV�XV��VHQGV�XV��DQG�IRUJLYHV�XV"�,I�-HVXV�KDG�GHQLHG�3HWHU�LQ�
that moment, Peter would have dissolved, because Peter did not exist for 
Christ only existentially but ontologically. But an encounter had happened 
in his existence and a friendship was born that had enabled him to become 
existentially conscious of the relationship that was making him, a friend-
ship in which he lived his ontology, his being, in relationship. 

([FXVH�PH�LI�IRU�MXVW�RQFH�LQ�WKHVH�6SLULWXDO�([HUFLVHV�,�UHODWH�D�VFHQH�
from my book, Simon Called Peter, because it speaks about this mystery, 
DQG�,�FRXOG�QRW�GHVFULEH�LW�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKH�ZD\�,�GLG�LQ�WKLV�ERRN�IURP�RYHU�
WZHQW\�\HDUV�DJR��,�VWLOO�GR�QRW�NQRZ�ZKHUH�LW�FDPH�IURP�

Peter felt like he was done for. He trembled as each man came up close to 
LQVSHFW�KLP��SRLQWLQJ�DQ�DFFXVLQJ�¿QJHU�DW�KLP��'HVSHUDWHO\��KH�VFUHDPHG�
DQG�VZRUH��³,¶P�QRW�RQH�RI�+LV�IROORZHUV��,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�\RX¶UH�WDONLQJ�
DERXW��,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�WKDW�PDQ�´�
The guards were about to arrest him, but at that very moment the dignitaries 
and guards came out with Jesus tied up in their midst; so when he shrieked his 
ODVW�GHQLDO��3HWHU�ZDVQ¶W�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�KDUVK�DQG�PHQDFLQJ�IDFHV�RI�WKH�JXDUGV��
He was looking right at Jesus, who was looking back at him. There was enough 
GD\OLJKW�WKDW�3HWHU�FRXOG�VHH�HYHU\�QXDQFH�RI�WKH�/RUG¶V�H[SUHVVLRQ�
)RU�D�PRPHQW±EXW�KRZ�ORQJ�LV�D�PRPHQW�EHIRUH�WKH�JD]H�RI�WKH�(WHUQDO"±
everything around Peter disappeared. The guards, the servant women, the 
FRXUW\DUG��WKH�UHVLGHQFH�RI�WKH�KLJK�SULHVW��WKH�¿UH��WKH�FKLOO�������HYHU\WKLQJ�
YDQLVKHG��7KHUH�ZDV�QRWKLQJ�EXW�WKH�/RUG¶V�IDFH±DQG�LQ�LW��3HWHU�VDZ�DJDLQ�
HYHU\WKLQJ�KH�KDG�OLYHG�WKURXJK�ZLWK�WKH�0DVWHU��WKH�ODNH��WKH�ERDW��WKH�¿UVW�
FDWFK��+H�FRXOG�KHDU�DOO�RI�WKH�/RUG¶V�ZRUGV��DQG�KLV�RZQ�ZRUGV�WR�+LP��
³3XW�RXW� LQWR� WKH�GHHS´�� ³%XW�XSRQ�\RXU�ZRUG´�� ³'HSDUW� IURP�PH�� IRU� ,�
am a sinful man, O Lord”; “Henceforth you will be catching men”; “You 
shall be called Cephas”; “Bid me come to you on the water”; “Lord, save 
me!”; “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God”; “Blessed are you, 
6LPRQ«´��³*HW�EHKLQG�PH��6DWDQ�´��³,W�LV�ZHOO�WKDW�ZH�DUH�KHUH´��³)RU�PH�
DQG� IRU� \RXUVHOI´�� ³+RZ�PDQ\� WLPHV�PXVW� ,� IRUJLYH"´�� ³/RUG�� WR�ZKRP�
VKDOO�ZH�JR"´��³<RX�VKDOO�QHYHU�ZDVK�P\�IHHW´��³,�ZLOO�OD\�GRZQ�P\�OLIH�IRU�
you”; “Remain here, and watch with me”; “Simon, are you asleep? Could 
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\RX�QRW�ZDWFK�RQH�KRXU"´��³3XW�\RXU�VZRUG�LQWR�LWV�VKHDWK��VKDOO�,�QRW�GULQN�
WKH�FKDOLFH�ZKLFK�WKH�)DWKHU�KDV�JLYHQ�PH"´��³7KH�FRFN�ZLOO�QRW�FURZ��WLOO�
you have denied me three times”…
%XW� DOO� RI� WKHVH�ZRUGV�� DOO� RI� WKHVH� HYHQWV�ZHUH�� LQ� -HVXV¶� H\HV�� QRWKLQJ�
RWKHU�WKDQ�D�VWRU\�RI�ORYH��DQG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�3HWHU�XQGHUVWRRG��HYHQ�VDZ��
how much Jesus loved him, how great a friend He was. The words of his 
GHQLDO±³,�GR�QRW�NQRZ�WKH�PDQ´±ZHUH�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�WKH�0DVWHU¶V�H\HV��VR�IXOO�
RI�ORYH�DQG�VXIIHULQJ��DQG�IHOO�EDFN�LQWR�3HWHU¶V�KHDUW�OLNH�VDOW�RQ�D�ZRXQG��
He had never truly loved the love of Jesus, and he measured within his 
RZQ�KHDUW�DOO�RI�WKH�VROLWXGH��DOO�RI�WKH�DEDQGRQPHQW�RI�KLV�RQO\�)ULHQG�DQG�
)DWKHU��1R��LW�ZDV�QRW�WKH�-HZV��LW�ZDV�QRW�WKH�5RPDQV�ZKR�ZRXQGHG�-HVXV�
that night, but him, Peter! The abandonment of friends is a wound more 
painful than the hostility of enemies. 
Now Peter really would have given his life for the Lord. Now he under-
stood that he was willing to lose everything for Him. And in that endless 
instant–which will never end–Simon asked Jesus, with his eyes, if he could 
die for Him. And in that endless instant, the Lord answered with His eyes. 
Not now! Later! And in that endless instant, Peter did not object; he accept-
ed the gift of powerlessness, the gift of being unable to do anything, the gift 
of the failure of his will, the grace of the powerlessness of his love. Simon, 
called Peter, accepted the wound of seeing Jesus with no one to love Him 
and felt the bitterness well up inside of him. 
The cock crowed.
Jesus was gone. 
Peter was already outside, shedding the blood of his tears for Jesus.��

You are born to grow

So then, the encounter causes us to be born, but with respect to the encoun-
ter, we are structurally immature, like every child that is born. How does 
WKLV�HQFRXQWHU�FDXVH�XV�WR�JURZ�DQG�PDWXUH"�,I�WKH�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�-HVXV�
did not make us grow, did not lead us beyond ourselves, beyond the shell 
RI�GLVVDWLVIDFWLRQ�ZKHUH�RXU�³,´�LV�HQFORVHG�ZLWKLQ�RXU�FRPSODLQLQJ��ZKDW�
ZRXOG�EH�WKH�SRLQW�RI� LW"�,Q�WKLV�EULHI�EXW�YHU\�LQWHQVH�FRQIHVVLRQ�RI� WKH�
HYHQW�RI�&KULVW�LQ�KLV�OLIH��*LXVVDQL�HPSKDVL]HG�ULJKW�DZD\�WKDW�WKH�HQFRXQ-
ter with Jesus who reveals Himself as the life of our life is a birth, like 

����Mauro-Giuseppe Lepori, Simon, Called Peter: In the Company of a Man in Search of God, trans. 
0DWWKHZ�6KHUU\��6DQ�)UDQFLVFR��,JQDWLXV�3UHVV������������±��
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every birth, followed by growth, followed by a journey, a transformation, 
an evolution, a process of learning. “My life bumped into Christ, precisely 
so that I should learn�WR�XQGHUVWDQG«´��³LQ�+LP�LV�VXPPHG�XS�DOO�WKDW�,�ZRXOG�
GHVLUH��DOO�WKDW�,�ORRN�IRU��DOO�WKDW�,�VDFUL¿FH��DOO�WKDW�develops in me out of love 
for the persons with whom He has put me. . . . Christ, life of my life, certainty of 
a good destiny, and companionship in everyday life, a familiar companionship 
that transforms things into good��7KLV�LV�+LV�HI¿FDF\�LQ�P\�OLIH�´�� 

<HV��WKHUH�LV�DQ�HI¿FDF\�RI�&KULVW�LQ�RXU�OLIH��DQG�DOO�WKH�ZRUN�RI�FRQYHU-
sion and following consists of allowing it to operate, permitting the Lord to 
re-create us, to reshape in us the new and true Adam out of the clay of our 
life, relationships, capacities, and fragilities, the material that from baptism 
onwards is in the hands of Christ Pantocrator, the Lord of everything who 
FDQ�GR�HYHU\WKLQJ��ZKRVH�HI¿FDF\� LV� WRWDO�DQG� LQ¿QLWH��DQG�ZKR�UHVWRUHV�
and renews us.

³%HKROG�� ,�PDNH� DOO� WKLQJV�QHZ�´� VD\V� WKH�/RUG� LQ� FKDSWHU� ���RI� WKH�
Book of Revelation.�� He makes all things new beginning with us, above 
DOO�ZLWK�XV��ZLWK�PH��ZLWK�P\�KHDUW�WKDW�LV�DWWUDFWHG�WR�+LP�EHFDXVH�,�QHHG�
nothing other than Him.

Peter felt to the extreme the total immaturity of his relationship with 
Christ, to the extent that he denied Him out of pure cowardice, and this 
after three years living with Him day and night! What would the risen Lord 
propose in order to lead him to the extreme maturity and authoritative-
ness of the Peter described in the Acts of the Apostles, a man who did not 
fear witnessing to Christ in the midst of town squares, courts, in prison, in 
Jerusalem, Antioch, and Rome, all the way to martyrdom? What would the 
5LVHQ�2QH�SURSRVH�WR�3HWHU�WR�OHDG�KLP�WR�VXFK�DQ�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�ZLWK�+LP�
that he would heal the sick with his shadow?��

(YHU\WKLQJ�LV�VXPPDUL]HG�DQG�FRQGHQVHG�LQ�WKH�ODVW�GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ�
-HVXV�DQG�3HWHU� LQ� -RKQ¶V�*RVSHO�� FKDSWHU������±����D�GLDORJXH�VXPPD-
UL]HG�LQ�-HVXV¶V�ZRUGV��³'R�\RX�ORYH�PH"�)ROORZ�PH�´�7KH�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�
Him grows and makes us grow and becomes fruitful through following 
Christ with love. 

5HPHPEHU�ZKDW�,�TXRWHG�\HVWHUGD\�IURP�)U��*LXVVDQL¶V�)HEUXDU\�����
�����OHWWHU��³7R�IROORZ�&KULVW��WR�ORYH�&KULVW�LQ�HYHU\WKLQJ��WKLV�LV�ZKDW�PXVW�
be acknowledged as the principal characteristic of our journey.”��

����Giussani, To Give One’s Life����±����2XU�LWDOLFV�
����5Y������
����&I��$FWV������
����6HH�QRWH����S�����
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Martha, Martha!

/HW¶V�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�0DUWKD��ZKLFK�WHDFKHV�XV�D�JUHDW�GHDO�DERXW�
the dynamic of conversion implicated in the encounter with the only One 
we need. What journey began for her that evening? What was the impact 
RI�&KULVW¶V�PHVVDJH�WKDW�VKH�ZLWKGUHZ�WR�PHGLWDWH�RQ�LQ�VLOHQFH"�0D\EH�
DW�¿UVW�VKH�ZLWKGUHZ�WR�EURRG�RU�JUXPEOH��EXW�ODWHU�DERYH�DOO�WR�PHGLWDWH��
EHFDXVH�&KULVW¶V�ZRUGV�KDG�D�P\VWHULRXV�VZHHWQHVV��D�WHQGHUQHVV�IRU�KHU�
that she had never experienced before. 

“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things. 
There is need of only one thing.”��

Jesus repeated her name twice. What attention He showed her! What 
HVWHHP��,W�LV�SUHFLVHO\�OLNH�ZKHQ�*RG�FDOOHG�$EUDKDP�WR�DVN�KLP�WR�VDFUL-
¿FH�,VDDF��� or when He called Moses from the burning bush;�� that is, in 
the crucial moments of salvation history. Or it is like when Christ called 
Saul of Tarsus, who was wholly intent on his mad mission of persecution: 
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”�� Martha also found herself 
LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�*RG�ZKR�VHL]HV�\RX�LQ�WKH�SODFH�ZKHUH�\RX�WKLQN�\RX�SRV-
VHVV�\RXU�OLIH�DQG�DVNV�\RX�WR�KDYH�D�SUHIHUHQFH�IRU�+LP��,Q�WKDW�PRPHQW�
Abraham was sure he possessed his posterity forever. Moses encountered 
God in the burning bush, and Saul was sure that he was doing what was 
right and true, the rightest and truest thing a man can do. Right there, where 
you think you possess your own life, right there, God asks you to have a 
preference for Him. Actually, He not so much asks you as proposes it to 
\RX��$QG�LPPHGLDWHO\�WKHUH�LV�D�P\VWHULRXV�DWWUDFWLRQ�LQ�*RG¶V�SURSRVDO�
RI�+LPVHOI�DV�WKH�DOO�RI�\RXU�OLIH��DV�WKH�OLIH�RI�\RXU�OLIH��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��
$EUDKDP�HYHQ�REH\HG� WKH�SURSRVDO� WR�VDFUL¿FH�KLV�VRQ��0RVHV�UHPRYHG�
his sandals and approached the burning bush; Saul let himself be led like a 
EDE\�DQG�HQWUXVWHG�KLPVHOI�WR�WKH�VPDOO�&KULVWLDQ�FRPPXQLW\�RI�'DPDVFXV�
he had wanted to destroy.

�)RU�0DUWKD�LW�ZDV�WKH�VDPH�FDOO��EURXJKW�GRZQ�LQWR�KHU�GDLO\�H[LVWHQFH��
but it was the same call. What difference of value can there be between 
the call of Abraham or Moses and that of this woman harried and busy 
in the kitchen, if the call comes from the same Lord and God? Actually, 
,�ZRXOG�VD\�WKDW�0DUWKD¶V�FDOO�ZDV�HYHQ�PRUH�H[WUDRUGLQDU\��EHFDXVH�WKH�
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Eternal One did not call from heaven or a burning bush, or from Mount 
Sinai, but He was there, sitting in her house, there, speaking, a man like 
us who arrived tired and sweaty with dusty feet, and who then sat down 
to eat and drink like us. This is more extraordinary than the burning bush, 
more extraordinary than Mount Sinai smoking and trembling and caus-
LQJ� WKH� SHRSOH� WR� WUHPEOH��$V� -HVXV� VDLG� RI� -RKQ� WKH�%DSWLVW�� ³$PHQ�� ,�
say to you, among those born of women there has been none greater than 
John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he.”�� We are greater because the proposal God makes us in His incarnate 
Son is more extraordinary. The way God offers this proposal in the incar-
QDWH�6RQ��DQG�WKXV�LQ�WKH�ÀHVK��LQ�WKH�GDLO\�OLIH�RI�RXU�KXPDQ�H[LVWHQFH��LV�
PRUH�H[WUDRUGLQDU\��0DUWKD¶V�NLWFKHQ��OLNH�WKH�9LUJLQ�0DU\¶V�OLWWOH�URRP�RU�
FDYH�LQ�1D]DUHWK�EHIRUH�LW��ZHUH�HYHQ�PRUH�VDFUHG�SODFHV�WKDQ�WKH�RDNV�RI�
Mamre for Abraham, than Sinai for Moses, than Oreb for Elijah, because 
God had never been so present as He was in Jesus Christ. “And the Word 
EHFDPH�ÀHVK�DQG�PDGH�+LV�GZHOOLQJ�DPRQJ�XV�´�� literally, came to “pitch 
His tent,” to place His tent in our midst, to set up His tent in our midst, to 
encounter us up close, familiarly, within our life, and in this way with dis-
arming simplicity to offer us in Himself everything for which the human 
heart is made, of which the heart of every human being in human history 
is made.

The great decision

When someone is surprised by this, by this event, like Martha that evening 
at the words of Jesus, What happens? What should be done? What reaction 
is asked of the freedom provoked and attracted by such a proposal of full-
ness made by God?

)RU�0DUWKD�� D� MRXUQH\�� D� IROORZLQJ�EHJDQ��7KH�(WHUQDO�2QH� UHYHDOHG�
to her that He is everything, not only in Himself (even the pagans knew 
WKLV���EXW� for her, precisely for her–“Martha, Martha!”–just as for Mary 
DQG�/D]DUXV��DV�IRU�3HWHU�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�DSRVWOHV��-HVXV�ZDV�HYHU\WKLQJ�VSH-
FL¿FDOO\�IRU�KHU��

But when Christ reveals Himself to us as the only One necessary, as the 
RQO\�2QH�ZH�QHHG��WKLV�¿UVW�RI�DOO�DVNV�D�GHFLVLRQ�RI�XV��EHFDXVH�LI�LW�LV�WUXH�
WKDW�,�QHHG�RQO\�+LP��WKHQ�,�FDQ�QR�ORQJHU�VHSDUDWH�P\VHOI�IURP�+LP��,I�WKLV�
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LV�WUXH��,�PXVW�QHFHVVDULO\�YHULI\�WKLV�WKLQJ��,I�,�GR�QRW�GR�WKLV��LI�,�GR�QRW�YHUL-
I\�WKDW�+H�JLYHV�+LPVHOI�WR�PH�DV�HYHU\WKLQJ�,�QHHG��DOORZLQJ�PH�WR�SHUFHLYH�
WKLV�ZLWK�WKH�P\VWHULRXV�UHVRQDQFH�WKDW�+LV�JD]H��+LV�YRLFH��+LV�ZRUGV�PDNH�
PH�IHHO�LQ�P\�KHDUW��LQ�VKRUW��LI�,�GR�QRW�YHULI\�WKLV��,�ZRXOG�EHWUD\�P\VHOI��,�
would betray all the thirst for happiness, truth, beauty, and love with which 
my heart has tormented me since my birth, and maybe even before my birth. 
,I�,�GR�QRW�YHULI\�WKH�WRWDOLW\�RI�&KULVW�IRU�PH��DOO�P\�OLIH�ZRXOG�EH�OLYHG�LQ�D�
shadow of sadness, the sadness of the rich young man�� described in all the 
V\QRSWLF�*RVSHOV�DQG�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�LQ�0DUN�����D�VKDGRZ�WKDW�ZRXOG�PDNH�
everything gray, all my possessions, all that before had been open to a desire 
for fullness, but that now would become only a suffocation of the desire of 
P\�KHDUW��OLNH�D�WRPE�LQ�ZKLFK�,�DOORZ�P\VHOI�WR�EH�EXULHG�DOLYH�

Before encountering Jesus and saying no to Him, the wealth and moral 
LQWHJULW\�RI�WKH�ULFK�\RXQJ�PDQ��ZKR�VDLG�WUXO\��³,�KDYH�REH\HG�DOO�WKH�FRP-
PDQGPHQWV��:KDW�DP�,�PLVVLQJ"´��JDYH�ÀHVK�WR�KLV�GHVLUH�IRU�HWHUQDO�OLIH��LW�
ZDV�OLNH�WKH\�ZHUH�UHDFKLQJ�RXW�WR�&KULVW��FU\LQJ�RXW�WKHLU�LQVXI¿FLHQF\�WR�
satisfy the thirst of his heart; they were possessions and virtues that pushed 
him toward a mysterious point sensed by his heart but whose face was still 
mysterious because it had not yet encountered Him. Up to that day, the 
wealth, talents, and moral virtues of this young man were not closed in 
on themselves, did not dampen his enthusiasm, but drove the yearning of 
KLV�KHDUW�WRZDUG�VRPHWKLQJ�LQ¿QLWH��%XW�WKHQ�FDPH�WKH�HQFRXQWHU��-HVXV¶V�
JD]H�RI�ORYH�RQ�KLP��DQG�-HVXV�VDLG�WR�KLP��WRR��ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�ZRUGV�WKDQ�
WR�0DUWKD��EXW�WKH\�DUH�DOZD\V�WKH�VDPH���³2QO\�,�FDQ�EH�HQRXJK�IRU�\RX��
Your heart needs only me!” And Jesus did nothing other than make the 
young man see that he did not have to leave his wealth, talents, and virtues 
because they had become something bad, had become defects or vices, 
EXW�VLPSO\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDG�DWWDLQHG�WKHLU�SXUSRVH�DQG�IXO¿OOPHQW�LQ�KLV�
encounter with Christ. By now they had completed their task of making 
KLP�GHVLUH�D�IXO¿OOPHQW�WKDW�WKH\�FRXOG�QHLWKHU�JXDUDQWHH�QRU�SURGXFH��The 
tragedy of this young man was that he did not follow.� ,W�ZDV�QRW� WKDW�KH�
was incapable of leaving his wealth. The tragedy was not following Jesus, 
QRW�EHLQJ�ZLWK�+LP��QRW�UHFRJQL]LQJ�+LP�WUXO\�DV�WKH�RQH�WKLQJ�KH�QHHGHG��

He had the encounter, but he did not embrace following. The encounter 
certainly happened. Otherwise, Why did he leave with such sadness? But 
WKHQ��H[FXVH�WKH�SOD\�RI�ZRUGV���IROORZLQJ�GLG�QRW�IROORZ��1RW�IROORZLQJ�
&KULVW�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�WKDW�WKH�HQFRXQWHU�QHYHU�KDSSHQHG��,W�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�
encounter did not continue, that it was aborted, did not become commu-
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nion with Jesus, familiarity and friendship with Him, a journey with Him. 
Sadness, the really ugly kind that suffocates our heart, is the disappoint-
ment of our heart that glimpses its fullness, the satisfaction of its deepest 
desire; it rips this fullness and satisfaction away from the heart (in and of 
itself, this is also a good sadness because it is good in the heart, true in the 
KHDUW���,W�LV�OLNH�ULSSLQJ�D�QHZERUQ�DZD\�IURP�LWV�PRWKHU��WKH�FKLOG�ORVHV�WKH�
desire to live, grow, and set out on the journey of life. 

It is as if freedom disassociated itself from the desire of the heart. This 
is the true drama of the rich young man and all those who encounter Christ 
EXW�GR�QRW�IROORZ�+LP��,�GR�QRW�VD\�WKDW�WKH\�HQFRXQWHU�&KULVW�EXW�GR�QRW�
become saints right away. No, they encounter Christ, but they do not remain 
attached to Him. Even with all their sins, even with the wealth they cannot 
detach themselves from, they could still remain attached to Him, but they 
GR�QRW��,W�LV�DV�LI�IUHHGRP�GLVDVVRFLDWHV�LWVHOI�IURP�WKH�GHVLUH�RI�WKH�KHDUW��
The heart encounters, desires, and wants to embrace, but freedom or what 
we consider our freedom, through a calculation that lacks self-awareness, 
through fear provoked by ghosts or false projections, says no and does 
not allow the embrace. Then this false freedom, its own assassin, drags 
away the child heart that was about to embrace Jesus, despotically and in 
an authoritarian way imposing other ways leading toward other forms of 
fullness that will all prove to be false, both the ways and the forms.

Shepherds of life

0DQ\�\HDUV� DJR�� RQ�)HEUXDU\����� ������ ,�ZDV� DW� WKH� GHDWKEHG�RI�%LVKRS�
(XJHQLR�&RUHFFR��WKH�SULHVW�ZKR�HQFRXQWHUHG�)U��*LXVVDQL�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�D�
\RXQJ�SURIHVVRU�DQG�EURXJKW�&RPPXQLRQ�DQG�/LEHUDWLRQ�WR�6ZLW]HUODQG��,�
ZDV�LQ�WKH�FRPSDQ\�RI�)U��*LXVVDQL��ZKR�KDG�FRPH�WKDW�GD\�WR�YLVLW�%LVKRS�
Corecco for the last time.�� Giussani wanted to return, but Corecco died nine 
days later. The bishop was under sedation for severe pain and could not stay 
DZDNH��VR�IRU�DQ�KRXU��)U��*LXVVDQL�DQG�,�WDONHG�DERXW�OLIH��GHDWK��OLPLWDWLRQV��
FKDULW\��HYHU\WKLQJ��,W�ZDV�PD\EH��RU�LW�ZDV�FHUWDLQO\��WKH�PRVW�LQWHQVH�KRXU�RI�
my life, in the presence of these two holy friends and fathers, in front of the 
spectacle of their communion on the brink between life and death, between 
HDUWKO\�OLIH�DQG�HWHUQDO�OLIH��:KHQ�%LVKRS�(XJHQLR�DSRORJL]HG�IRU�KLV�VOHHSL-
QHVV��VD\LQJ��³([FXVH�PH��WRGD\�LW¶V�KDUG�IRU�PH�´�)U��*LXVVDQL�VDLG��³,W�LV�WKH�

����Antonietta Moretti, Eugenio Corecco: la grazia di una vita [Eugenio Corecco: The grace of a 
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experience of limitation. But limitation has been overcome. Christ overcame 
QRWKLQJQHVV�´�$QG�ZKLOH�&RUHFFR�VOHSW�DJDLQ��)U��*LXVVDQL�WROG�PH��VWDULQJ�
at our friend on the verge of death, that he thought the most impressive page 
RI�WKH�%LEOH�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�FKDSWHU�RI�WKH�%RRN�RI�:LVGRP��DQG�KH�ZDV�VWUXFN�
above all by the ending, where it says that man chooses death, even though 
God chooses life for him. “Because God did not make death / nor does He 
UHMRLFH�LQ�WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�OLYLQJ����)RU�+H�IDVKLRQHG�DOO�WKLQJV�WKDW�WKH\�
might have being / and the creatures of the world are wholesome. / There is 
QRW�D�GHVWUXFWLYH�GUXJ�DPRQJ�WKHP���QRU�DQ\�GRPDLQ�RI�+DGHV�RQ�HDUWK����)RU�
righteousness is undying. / The wicked reject immortality and righteousness 
DOLNH����,W�ZDV�WKH�ZLFNHG�ZKR�ZLWK�KDQGV�DQG�ZRUGV�LQYLWHG�GHDWK����FRQVLG-
ered it a friend, and pined for it, / and made a covenant with it, / because they 
deserve to be allied with it.”��

,W�VHHPV�OLNH�D�SKRWRJUDSK�RI�VR�PXFK�RI�WKH�GRPLQDQW�FXOWXUH�LQ�WKH�
world today, friend to death, desiring death as if it were a friend, as if it 
ZHUH�D�IXO¿OOPHQW�RI�OLIH��7KLV�LV�WKH�ELWWHU�MXGJPHQW�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�3VDOP�
���RQ�WKRVH�ZKR�OLYH�WR�JDLQ�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG�ZLWKRXW�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�WKH�WUXH�
desire of the soul, of the heart. “Like a herd of sheep they will be put into 
6KHRO��DQG�'HDWK�ZLOO�VKHSKHUG�WKHP�´��

,� WROG�*LXVVDQL� WKDW� WKLV� UHPLQGHG�PH�RI� -HVXV¶V�ZRUGV� WR� WKH� -HZV��
words full of sadness, when He wept over Jerusalem, “But you do not 
want to come to me to have life.”��

$QG�WKHUH�� LQ�WKH�JD]H�RI�WKLV�ROG�IDWKHU��DOUHDG\�HQIHHEOHG�E\�LOOQHVV�
EXW�YHU\�OLYHO\�LQ�KHDUW�DQG�VSLULW�� ,�VDZ�DQG�XQGHUVWRRG�ZKDW�FKDULW\�LV��
WKH�FKDULW\�RI�WKRVH�WZR�PHQ�LQ�IURQW�RI�PH�DQG�RI�DOO�WKRVH�LQ�P\�OLIH�,�
KDG�UHFRJQL]HG�DV�IULHQGV�DQG�VKHSKHUGV�RI�OLIH��QRW�RI�GHDWK��WKH�XQLYHUVDO�
FKDULW\�RI�DOO�WKH�SRSHV�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�JLYHQ�WR�XV��XS�WR�)UDQFLV��DQG�WKH�
charity of certain shepherds who in front of every person, all of humanity, 
in front of the culture that follows death because it is led by mercenaries 
ZKR�FDUH�QRWKLQJ�DERXW�WKH�VKHHS��GR�QRW�JLYH�XS��GR�QRW�\LHOG�WR�WKH�ÀDW-
teries of death, do not, as the Book of Wisdom says, accept it as a friend. 
They are shepherds–fathers, mothers who die rather than renounce being 
shepherds of life, shepherds who lead people to life, who lead people to 
&KULVW�VR�WKDW�DOO�FDQ�KDYH�OLIH�LQ�+LP��DQG�KDYH�LW�LQ�DEXQGDQFH��³,�FDPH�
so that they might have life and have it more abundantly,” says the Good 
6KHSKHUG�LQ�-RKQ��������
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Within the great drama of humanity

This is the great drama of humanity within which we are called to decide 
IRU�RXUVHOYHV��WRR��¿UVW�RI�DOO�IRU�RXUVHOYHV��FRQVFLRXVO\��DQG�RXUVHOYHV�DOVR�
for others, as unworthy but real protagonists of the love and passion for the 
KXPDQ�SHUVRQ�WKDW�DUH�HQWLUHO\�&KULVW¶V��7KH�JUHDW�GUDPD�LV�WKDW�/LIH�H[LVWV��
came, is here and we can encounter it, but we can decide not to go to it. 
We can decline to decide to go to it; we can decline to follow it, not accept 
LWV�SURSRVDO�HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�KHDUW�UHFRJQL]HV�LW�DV�IDVFLQDWLQJ��DV�WKH�RQH�
thing it needs. 

So then, the vital choice for everyone regardless of state of life or form 
of vocation, is between living with Christ or without Him, between living 
following Christ or living apart from Him. 

This vital choice is not the choice of a “particular vocation,” as is often 
VDLG��,W�LV�the fundamental decision of Christianity, the choice asked of every 
EDSWL]HG�SHUVRQ�LQ�WKRXVDQGV�RI�ZD\V��RU�EHWWHU��ELOOLRQV�RI�ZD\V��KRZHYHU�
many women and men there are, because it is about Christ Himself, what 
&KULVW�LV�LQ�+LPVHOI�DQG�IRU�XV��,W�LV�D�GHFLVLRQ�LQ�IURQW�RI�EHLQJ��WKH�EHLQJ�
WKDW�LV�WKH�PRVW�EHLQJ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV��WKH�³,�$0´�ZKR�UHYHDOHG�+LPVHOI�WR�
0RVHV�RQ�0RXQW�6LQDL�EXW��DV�,�VDLG��EHFDPH�WKH�GDLO\�SUHVHQFH�LQ�&KULVW��
ZKR�FRPHV� WR� WHOO�XV�� ³,�$0�:,7+�<28�DOZD\V� >KHQFH� WRGD\�DV�ZHOO��
$SULO�����������KHUH�RU� WKHUH�ZKHUHYHU�HDFK�RI�\RX� LV@��XQWLO� WKH�HQG�RI�
the age!”���,W�LV�VWULNLQJ�KRZ�0DWWKHZ¶V�*RVSHO�HQGV�OLNH�WKLV��ZLWK�WKHVH�
words, because it means that the Gospel never ends, but continues forever, 
until the end of the world!

:KDW�-HVXV�LV�LQ�+LPVHOI��WKH�,�$0�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��EHFRPLQJ�D�PDQ��
living as a man, dying on the cross, rising from the dead, is all for us, is 
everything needed to save us, gives Himself to us as Him whom we need 
absolutely, as He who responds to all the needs of our heart, life, relation-
VKLSV��ZRUN��WKH�GLVK�,�DP�FRRNLQJ�OLNH�0DUWKD��WKH�QLJKW�RI�¿VKLQJ�LQ�YDLQ�
WKDW��OLNH�3HWHU��,�VSHQW�ZLWK�P\�FRPSDQLRQV��&KULVW�JLYHV�+LPVHOI�WR�XV�DV�
the only One who responds to all the needs of all our humanity.

The encounter with Christ gives and proposes this; that is, everything. 
So, freedom faces a choice of Christ that is not limited to His words, doc-
trine, example to follow, love for the poor, the miracles He can do, and 
everything that you want. The choice of Christ is the choice of Him in the 
totality of His Person; that is, the choice of Him present, of Him asking to 
be present in all of my life, asking to be welcomed.
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³%HKROG�� ,� VWDQG�DW� WKH�GRRU�DQG�NQRFN�� ,I�DQ\RQH�KHDUV�P\�YRLFH�
DQG�RSHQV�WKH�GRRU��>WKHQ@�,�ZLOO�HQWHU�KLV�KRXVH�DQG�GLQH�ZLWK�KLP��DQG�
he with me.”��

,I�ZH�ZHUH�DZDUH�RI�ZKDW�WKLV�PHDQW��LI�ZH�ZHUH�FRQVFLRXV�WKDW�WKLV�ZRUG�
of Christ in the Book of Revelation is not a lovely pious image but a real 
description of His relationship with us, with me, we would tremble at the 
thought of how much we neglect an offer like this, the offer of everything, 
of everything that is at my door, like a beggar who comes to ask us for some 
money, when instead He comes to ask that he be allowed to give us life, to 
JLYH�IXO¿OOPHQW�WR�RXU�KHDUW�DQG�WR�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�FRPSRVHV��ZHDYHV��DQG�
molds my existence, even to every single hair on my head.

Thanks be to God that we are created in time and are not an angel, who 
for an instant of mistaken and prideful decision become damned for eternity. 
The Lord gives us the choice to make and remake continually, to renew con-
tinually. He knows that if we do not open the door to Him, we live without 
meaning, without the life of our life, and He does not resign Himself to this 
but returns over and over again to seek us, always returning to knock on our 
GRRU��,�DP�VXUH�WKDW�WKH�ULFK�\RXQJ�PDQ�ZDV�6DLQW�0DUN�KLPVHOI��ZKR�FRQ-
verted and returned to Jesus because Jesus was not resigned to seeing him 
OHDYH�OLNH�WKDW��,Q�IDFW��LPPHGLDWHO\�DIWHU�WKH�HSLVRGH�RI�WKH�\RXQJ�ULFK�PDQ�
Jesus hurried to His Passion because He wanted to save him, wants to save 
every person. 

However, those who agree and begin to follow Him, well or badly, those 
who want to remain attached to Him at every step of life, grow! They grow in 
life, in their humanity, in all that the presence of Christ makes different, more 
beautiful, gladder, more intense, more mature, meeker and humbler, more 
FRXUDJHRXV��PRUH�FDSDEOH�RI�WHQGHUQHVV��SHDFH��DQG�WKH�FRXUDJH�WR�DI¿UP�WKH�
WUXH�DQG�WKH�MXVW�GHFLVLYHO\��WR�DI¿UP�+LP��HYHQ�WR�GLH�IRU�+LP��7KRVH�ZKR�
agree and follow Him grow in the holiness that is the fullness of humanity 
PDGH�SRVVLEOH�IRU�HYHU\RQH��LQ�HYHU\�VWDWH�RI�OLIH�DQG�FRQGLWLRQ��E\�&KULVW¶V�
presence and love. There is nothing of humanity that Christ did not come to 
UHGHHP�DQG�JLYH�IXO¿OOPHQW�WR��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��ZH�QHHG�RQO\�+LP�

What a wonder to see this growth of true humanity among us. What an 
even greater wonder to see my own self change, change in the friendship 
with Him, even if the wretchedness remains and maybe with time and age 
grows. Because the human truth of saints is so true, so founded only on 
Christ, that it does not matter if they continue for a long time, and maybe 
forever, to live alongside their own fragility, weakness, and even sin. The 
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KRO\�OLYH�HYHQ�WKHLU�RZQ�VLQ�ZLWK�WUXWK��DUH�VDQFWL¿HG�HYHQ�WKURXJK�WKHLU�
RZQ�VLQ��OLNH�3HWHU�ZKR�FULHG�ELWWHUO\��0D\EH�,�DP�VD\LQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�KHUHWL-
cal, but the pope says it too! Because the substance of Christian holiness 
is not in us, not in the person, not in the saint. The substance of holiness is 
the attachment to an Other, and everything comes from Him; everything 
subsists�LQ�+LP��DV�3DXO�H[SUHVVHG�LW�LQ�WKH�FDQWLFOH�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�FKDSWHU�RI�
his letter to the Colossians. 

“All things were created through Him and for Him. He is before all 
things, and in Him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the 
&KXUFK��+H�LV�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��WKH�¿UVWERUQ�IURP�WKH�GHDG�>&KULVW��WKH�OLIH�
RI�OLIH�@��WKDW�LQ�DOO�WKLQJV�+H�KLPVHOI�PLJKW�EH�SUHHPLQHQW��)RU�LQ�+LP�DOO�
IXOOQHVV�ZDV�SOHDVHG�WR�GZHOO�>RI�WKH�ZKROH�XQLYHUVH��EXW�¿UVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW�
RI�P\�KHDUW��RI�0DU\¶V�KHDUW��RI�WKH�KHDUW�RI�HYHU\RQH@�DQG�WKURXJK�+LP�
WR�UHFRQFLOH�DOO�WKLQJV�IRU�+LP�>IURP�0DUWKD¶V�PDQ\�WDVNV�WR�WKH�UHODWLRQ-
ship with her sister, all the way to the war in Ukraine, to the relationship 
between Russians and Ukrainians], making peace [how dense with mean-
ing is this term today!] by the blood of His cross [through Him], whether 
those on earth or those in heaven.”��

Everything gathers behind Christ 

%XW�LW�LV�DV�LI�WKLV�FRVPLF��XQLYHUVDO�UROH�RI�&KULVW�PXVW�EHJLQ�LQ�0DUWKD¶V�
NLWFKHQ��3HWHU¶V�ERDW��0DWWKHZ¶V�WD[�FRXQWLQJ�WDEOH��DV�LW�EHJDQ�EHIRUH�LQ�WKH�
KRPH�RI�0DU\�RI�1D]DUHWK��LQ�6DLQW�-RVHSK¶V�ZRUNVKRS��LQ�WKH�%HWKOHKHP�
VWDEOH�IRU�WKH�VKHSKHUGV��%\�+LV�FKRLFH��WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG¶V�FKRLFH��DOO�RI�
this recomposition of the universe mysteriously begins with me, with us, 
ZLWK�WKH�HQFRXQWHU�RI�HDFK�RI�XV��,I�WKH�HQFRXQWHU�LV�IROORZHG�E\�\RXU�DEDQ-
donment to His attractiveness, if you react to the encounter with an aban-
donment to His attractiveness that makes you decide over and over again to 
stay with Christ, step after step, circumstance after circumstance, encoun-
ter after encounter, betrayal after betrayal, then all of your life becomes a 
caravan of relationships, moments, gestures, and experiences that gather 
behind Christ, that follow Christ because your heart follows Him, because 
\RXU�KHDUW�KHDUG�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�FDOO�WKDW�ZDV�VXI¿FLHQW�WR�MXVWLI\�HYHU\�
RWKHU�FKRLFH��HYHU\�RWKHU�UHQXQFLDWLRQ��HYHU\�SRVVLEOH�VDFUL¿FH�RU�HPEUDFH��
³0DUWKD��0DUWKD��RQO\�,�DP�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�\RX��RQO\�,�JLYH�LQ¿QLWH�DQG�HWHU-
QDO�IXO¿OOPHQW�WR�WKH�GHVLUH�RI�\RXU�KHDUW�´
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7KLV� IROORZLQJ�EURDGHQV� DQG�DPSOL¿HV� WKH� ³,�´�6DLQW�%HQHGLFW� VSRNH�
of this maturation at the beginning of the Rule, so that the monks who 
followed it would understand that all the discipline it entails, all the toil of 
conversion it demands, is for the growth of the person in his capacity to 
love God and others with freedom, and in this way to welcome the broad-
ening and expansion of the heart that Christ promises and gives to those 
who follow Him.

Benedict wrote, “Therefore we intend to establish a school for the 
/RUG¶V�VHUYLFH�´�+H�FUHDWHG�FRPPXQLWLHV�WKDW� WHDFK�LQ�RUGHU� WR�VHUYH�WKH�
/RUG�DQG�DERYH�DOO�WR�IROORZ�+LP��³,Q�GUDZLQJ�XS�LWV�UHJXODWLRQV��ZH�KRSH�
to set down nothing harsh, nothing burdensome. The good of all concerned, 
however, may prompt us to a little strictness [as with children… every so 
often you have to be severe if you want them to grow] in order to amend 
IDXOWV�DQG�WR�VDIHJXDUG�ORYH��'R�QRW�EH�GDXQWHG�LPPHGLDWHO\�E\�IHDU�DQG�
UXQ�DZD\�IURP�WKH�URDG�WKDW�OHDGV�WR�VDOYDWLRQ�>WKH�ULFK�\RXQJ�PDQ@��,W�LV�
bound to be narrow at the outset. But as we progress in this way of life 
and in faith [that is, in the following of Christ], we shall run on the path 
RI�*RG¶V� FRPPDQGPHQWV�� RXU� KHDUWV� RYHUÀRZLQJ�ZLWK� WKH� LQH[SUHVVLEOH�
delight of love.”�� Those who agree and accept, who follow step after step, 
ZLOO�UHDOL]H�DW�D�FHUWDLQ�SRLQW�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�UXQQLQJ��WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�WKH�HQHUJ\�
WR�UXQ��EHFDXVH�WKHLU�KHDUWV�DUH�EURDGHQHG��DPSOL¿HG��¿OOHG�WR�RYHUÀRZLQJ�
by the inexpressible sweetness of love and charity because they feel loved. 

A humble and certain “I”

:KHQ�ZH�UHDG�WKH�HSLVRGH�RI�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI�/D]DUXV�LQ�WKH�HOHYHQWK�
FKDSWHU�RI�6DLQW�-RKQ¶V�JRVSHO��D�VFHQH�WKDW�HYLGHQWO\�WRRN�SODFH�DIWHU�WKH�
RQH�QDUUDWHG�E\�/XNH��PD\EH�D�FRXSOH�RI�\HDUV�ODWHU��ZH�DUH�VWUXFN�WR�¿QG�
D�0DUWKD�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�KHU�VDPH�WHPSHUDPHQW�EXW�ZLWK�DQ�³,´� WKDW� LV�
LQ¿QLWHO\�PRUH�PDWXUH��DUGHQW��DQG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�VHUHQH�

³:KHQ�-HVXV�DUULYHG��+H�IRXQG� WKDW�/D]DUXV�KDG�DOUHDG\�EHHQ� LQ� WKH�
tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, only about two 
miles away. And many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to com-
fort them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 
she went to meet him; but Mary sat at home [nothing had changed–psycho-
logically they had remained the same, one works and the other sits there]. 
Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

����Prologue, Rule of St. Benedict����±���
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KDYH�GLHG��%XW�HYHQ�QRZ�,�NQRZ�WKDW�ZKDWHYHU�<RX�DVN�RI�*RG��*RG�ZLOO�
JLYH�<RX�¶�-HVXV�VDLG�WR�KHU��µ<RXU�EURWKHU�ZLOO�ULVH�¶�0DUWKD�VDLG�WR�KLP��µ,�
NQRZ�KH�ZLOO�ULVH��LQ�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ODVW�GD\�¶�-HVXV�WROG�KHU��µ,�DP�
the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will 
OLYH��DQG�HYHU\RQH�ZKR� OLYHV�DQG�EHOLHYHV� LQ�PH�ZLOO�QHYHU�GLH��'R�\RX�
EHOLHYH�WKLV"¶�6KH�VDLG�WR�+LP��µ<HV��/RUG��,�KDYH�FRPH�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�<RX�
DUH�WKH�0HVVLDK��WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG��WKH�RQH�ZKR�LV�FRPLQJ�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�¶�
When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary secretly, say-
LQJ��µ7KH�WHDFKHU�LV�KHUH�DQG�LV�DVNLQJ�IRU�\RX�¶´�� 

:KDW�D�KDUPRQLF�FRQWUDVW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�0DUWKD�LQ�/XNH¶V�HSLVRGH�DQG�WKH�
one in this scene! “Contrast” because it is evident that this woman had made 
an immense journey in her following of Christ, in her conversion provoked 
E\�WKH�¿UVW�HQFRXQWHU��$QG�³KDUPRQLF´�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�DOVR�HYLGHQW�WKDW�VKH�ZDV�
WKH�VDPH�ZRPDQ�DQG�WKDW�WKH�FRQYHUVLRQ�RI�KHU�³,�´�WKH�JURZWK�RI�KHU�KHDUW��
was not a leap outside her humanity but a journey of her humanity, tempera-
ment, relationships, and even her defects.

7KLV�LV�VR�PXFK�VR�WKDW�WKH�¿UVW�WKLQJ�VKH�VDLG�WR�-HVXV�DOPRVW�VHHPHG�
like a reproof, like that time before. “Lord, if You had been here, my brother 
would not have died!” But it was entirely different, because it was a sweet 
reproof full of entreaty, full of the confession that truly only Jesus was nec-
HVVDU\�WR�/D]DUXV�DQG�WR�WKHP��7KHQ�LW�VHHPV�0DUWKD�FRUUHFWHG�KHUVHOI�ULJKW�
away and translated the veiled reproof into an act of faith that, without a 
shadow of demand or caprice, asked and begged everything of Christ with a 
FHUWDLQW\�VKH�ODFNHG�EHIRUH��³%XW�HYHQ�QRZ�,�NQRZ�WKDW�ZKDWHYHU�<RX�DVN�
RI�*RG��*RG�ZLOO�JLYH�<RX�´�:KDW�SRZHU��DQ�³,´�WKDW�VD\V�³,�DP�´�QRW�ZLWK�
DQ�DUURJDQW�DI¿UPDWLRQ�RI�KHU�RZQ�FDSDFLW\��ZLVGRP��DQG�FRPSHWHQFH��EXW�
RI�WKH�/RUG¶V��0DUWKD�VDLG�³,´�ZKLOH�WRWDOO\�HQWUXVWLQJ�KHUVHOI�WR�&KULVW��DQG�
IRU�WKDW�PDWWHU��ZLWK�WKH�DZDUHQHVV�WKDW�WKH�³,´�RI�-HVXV�DV�ZHOO�LV�HQWLUHO\�
IRXQGHG�RQ�WUXVW�LQ�WKH�)DWKHU�DQG�WKXV�LV�D�VXUH�³,�´�D�SRLQW�RI�FHUWDLQW\�
for her as well, for us as well. What a great and mature consciousness 
0DUWKD�KDG�RI�KHUVHOI�DQG�RI�&KULVW� LQ�DI¿UPLQJ�WKDW�-HVXV¶V�SUHVHQFH� LV�
WKH�)DWKHU¶V�SUHVHQFH��WKDW�-HVXV¶V�ORYH�LV�WKH�)DWKHU¶V�ORYH��WKDW�ZKDW�-HVXV�
GRHV�LV�ZKDW�WKH�)DWKHU�GRHV��7KH�³,´�RI�0DUWKD��WKH�OLWWOH�ZUHWFKHG�³,´�RI�
0DUWKD��FRQIHVVHG�ZLWK�WRWDO�WUDQVSDUHQF\�WKH�³,´�RI�&KULVW��WKH�ZD\�-HVXV�
VDLG�³,�´�NQRZLQJ�WKDW�+H�ZDV�GH¿QHG�WRWDOO\�DQG�HWHUQDOO\�E\�D�UHODWLRQ-
VKLS�RI�ORYH�ZLWK�WKH�)DWKHU�LQ�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��

,Q�IURQW�RI�VXFK�D�KXPEOH�DQG�FHUWDLQ�³,´±DQG�WKLV�LV�ZKDW�IDVFLQDWHV�
us in the saints, and also in many people among us, the humility and 
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certainty united by the love of Christ–Jesus felt free to reveal Himself 
totally, to manifest to Martha all of His divine nature, His divine power. 
7KH�JUHDWQHVV�RI�DQ�³,´�JURXQGHG�LQ�IDLWK��ZLWK�KXPLOLW\�DQG�WUXVW��OLHV�LQ�
WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LW�SHUPLWV�WKH�/RUG�WR�PDQLIHVW�+LV�RZQ�³,�$0´�WRWDOO\��WR�
PDQLIHVW�ZKDW�LW�WUXO\�PHDQV�WKDW�+H�DORQH�LV�QHHGHG��0DUWKD¶V�SRVLWLRQ�
permitted Christ to manifest Himself in all the greatness and tenderness 
of His being. 

Step by step toward total faith

³-HVXV�VDLG�WR�KHU��µ<RXU�EURWKHU�ZLOO�ULVH�¶�0DUWKD�VDLG�WR�+LP��µ,�NQRZ�
KH�ZLOO�ULVH��LQ�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ODVW�GD\�¶�-HVXV�WROG�KHU��µ,�DP�WKH�
resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will 
OLYH��DQG�HYHU\RQH�ZKR�OLYHV�DQG�EHOLHYHV�LQ�PH�ZLOO�QHYHU�GLH��'R�\RX�
EHOLHYH�WKLV"¶�6KH�VDLG�WR�+LP��µ<HV��/RUG��,�KDYH�FRPH�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�
You are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who is coming into the 
ZRUOG�¶´��

-HVXV� OHG� 0DUWKD� VWHS� E\� VWHS� WR� WRWDO� IDLWK�� ,� UHPHPEHU� WKDW� P\�
“father,” Bishop Corecco, said before dying that he asked for only one 
grace: to die with total faith. Jesus led Martha step by step to a total 
IDLWK��,W�LV�OLNH�D�PRWKHU�SURPSWLQJ�KHU�FKLOG�ZLWK�KDOI�D�ZRUG�VR�WKH�FKLOG�
will learn to complete it and remember the whole word, learn to express 
herself not like a parrot, but like someone who knows how to express 
KHU�³,´�DV�DQ�³,�´�DV�LGHQWLW\��DV�IUHHGRP�WKDW�DI¿UPV�LWVHOI��,I�WKH�PRWKHU�
told her the full word, the child would parrot it back, but instead she says 
half a word so the child becomes aware she is the one saying the word, 
she is the one discovering that she expresses herself. Martha, following 
faithfully as if she were reciting the answers from the catechism, said, 
³,�NQRZ�WKDW�KH�ZLOO�ULVH�LQ�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ODVW�GD\�´�D�SHUIHFW-
ly correct, exemplary answer, but Christ led her further–or better, He 
revealed that her faith in Him went well beyond the traditional faith of 
,VUDHO��)ROORZLQJ�IDLWKIXOO\��KHU�H\HV�RQ�+LV�H\HV��KHU�KHDUW�UHDFKLQJ�RXW�
WR�-HVXV¶V�KHDUW��0DUWKD�UHFHLYHG�WKH�UHYHODWLRQ�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ��RI�HYHU\-
thing she had begun to encounter a couple of years before in her home on 
WKH�HYHQLQJ�RI�KHU�ZHOO�NQRZQ�OLWWOH�VFHQH��³,�DP�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG�WKH�
life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me will never die.” 

����-Q������±���
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/HW�XV�UHPHPEHU�)U��*LXVVDQL¶V�ZRUGV��³&KULVW��OLIH�RI�P\�OLIH��FHUWDLQW\�RI�
a good destiny, and companionship in everyday life, a familiar companionship 
WKDW�WUDQVIRUPV�WKLQJV�LQWR�JRRG��7KLV�LV�+LV�HI¿FDF\�LQ�P\�OLIH�´�� 

³,�DP�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG�WKH�OLIH��ZKRHYHU�EHOLHYHV�LQ�PH��HYHQ�LI�KH�
dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” 
This, only this, is what we need, what everyone needs. This is the only 
thing necessary. We need a life that raises us from the dead, from every 
death, from every face that death and evil take on in our personal life, fam-
ily, community, and the entire world. All the rest is a thousand things that 
worry us and make us anxious without being necessary, because they never 
respond to the true need of the heart, of every heart. 

Not even life on this earth is truly necessary for us, because it is the 
theatre in which we perceive the need of the heart, but not what satis-
¿HV�LW��/D]DUXV�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�VDWLV¿HG�E\�WKH�IHZ�\HDUV�PRUH�KH�ZRXOG�
live after his resurrection. We do not need not to die, or to survive–as 
Jesus told Martha, we need not to die in eternity, that is, we need eter-
nal life, the life that only Christ can give us, that only Christ is for us. 
-HVXV�ZRXOG� UDLVH�/D]DUXV� WR� OLIH��EXW�/D]DUXV�ZDV�QRW�PDGH��ZDQWHG��
and loved by God only for this. None of us is wanted and loved by the 
)DWKHU�RQO\� WR� OLYH�D�PRUH�RU� OHVV� ORQJ� OLIH��:H�DUH�PDGH�E\�+LP� IRU�
+LP��E\�*RG�IRU�*RG��DQG�WKH�KHDUW�¿QGV�QR�SHDFH�XQWLO�LW�UHVWV�LQ�HWHUQDO�
FRPPXQLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�OLIH�WKDW�LV�&KULVW��LQ�WKH�ERVRP�RI�WKH�)DWKHU��LQ�WKH�
breath of the Holy Spirit.

“Do you believe?”

³,�DP�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG�WKH�OLIH��ZKRHYHU�EHOLHYHV�LQ�PH��HYHQ�LI�KH�GLHV��
will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.”

What can be added to this total testimony of Christ to Himself? What 
can there be that is more than these words? What is there for us that is more 
than the complete revelation of the ontology of God given to us by Him 
SUHVHQW��ORRNLQJ�XV�LQ�WKH�H\HV��SUHVHQW�KHUH�LQ�ÀHVK�DQG�EORRG��IDFH�WR�IDFH�
with us? What more needs to be added?

,W�ZRXOG�VHHP�WKDW�QRWKLQJ�QHHGV�WR�EH�DGGHG��$QG�\HW��QR��6RPHWKLQJ�
LV�PLVVLQJ�IURP�WKLV�FRPSOHWH�WHVWLPRQ\��WKLV�WRWDO�UHYHODWLRQ��WKLV�GH¿QLWLYH�
theophany of God to the human person. Jesus Himself made Martha under-
VWDQG��DQG�XV��³'R�\RX�EHOLHYH�WKLV"´

����6HH�KHUH�QRWH�����S�����
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There is no use in God coming into the world to announce Himself as the 
life of our life, as eternal life that no death can overcome, as eternal life here 
and now, not only on the last day but now, and not only for our dead but also 
for us who live; all this is of no use, Christ Himself and His death and resur-
rection are of no use, if I do not believe, LI�,�GR�QRW�VHH�P\VHOI�DV�D�EHOLHYLQJ�
“you” in front of Christ, who encounters me in this way, revealing Himself 
in this way.

What esteem God has for women and men, for our freedom, if the man-
ifestation of what He is as God stops humbly at the threshold of our heart, 
consciousness, reason, will, intelligence, and freedom, and lets a request to 
believe in Him pass toward us almost like the groan of a beggar, a request to 
be able to be Himself for us, to be able to be God, to be able to be the resur-
rection and the life, to be able to be He who makes and redeems us, He who 
gives us life and resurrection in eternal life! 

³'R� \RX� EHOLHYH� WKLV"´� 7KLV� TXHVWLRQ� LV� QRW� DQ� H[DPLQDWLRQ� RI� WKH�
,QTXLVLWLRQ��,W�LV�WKH�KHDUW�RI�*RG�EHJJLQJ�RI�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�SHUVRQ��
the freedom of God begging of the freedom of the human person, the being 
of God begging of the being of the human person.

But we do not need to look for the answer to this question in ourselves. 
The substance of faith, the seat of trust, is not in us–it is in the Lord Himself. 
,W� LV� WKH�/RUG�+LPVHOI��)RU� WKLV� UHDVRQ��0DUWKD¶V�DQVZHU�GLG�QRW�FRPH�VR�
much from her memory or reasoning, but from her transposition into words 
of what she saw, what she had in front of her, what Jesus communicated to 
KHU�DERXW�+LPVHOI�ORRNLQJ�LQWR�KHU�H\HV�ZLWK�ORYH��ZLWK�WKH�GHVLUH�WR�¿OO�KHU�
OLIH�ZLWK�PHDQLQJ��WR�¿OO�KHU�OLIH�ZLWK�+LPVHOI��³<HV��/RUG��,�KDYH�FRPH�WR�
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who is coming 
into the world!”

Martha echoed what she saw, the experience of Christ she had in that 
moment. Jesus was manifesting Himself to her–it was a theophany in front 
RI�KHU��6KH�VDZ�DQG�UHFRJQL]HG�LW��EHFDXVH�VWDUWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�HYHQLQJ�RI�KHU�
famous outburst, Martha had never stopped verifying the words that Jesus 
had said to her, the reality He had manifested to her, that He was the only 
WKLQJ�QHFHVVDU\��WKH�RQO\�WKLQJ�WKDW�WKH�KHDUW�GHVLUHV��WKDW�IXO¿OOV�HYHU\WKLQJ��
WKDW�¿OOV�HYHU\WKLQJ��$QG�QRZ�0DUWKD�ZDV�PDWXUH�� VKH�KDG�JURZQ� LQ� WKLV�
experience of life, in the experience that Jesus really was the life of her life.

Above all, Martha confessed that this fullness was present, was a pres-
ence “that is coming into the world.” Not a presence standing there like a 
pagan idol, like a statue. Christ is the presence of God who is coming where 
He is recognized, welcomed, and loved. Martha had and continued to have 
this experience; for this reason, her heart was certain and authoritative in 
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the certainty that if Christ is everything for us, if He is the life of our life, all 
the work of our freedom consists in corresponding to the freedom of God to 
FRPH�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG��VR�+H�FDQ�JLYH�+LPVHOI�WR�WKH�ZRUOG�LQ�ÀHVK�DQG�EORRG��
DQG�¿OO�WKH�ZRUOG�ZLWK�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG�EH�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�OLIH�RI�HYHU\�
person in any situation or condition, even if he has been dead for four days 
DQG�LV�GHFRPSRVLQJ��OLNH�/D]DUXV�

7KH�JUHDW�YHUL¿FDWLRQ�

)DLWK�LV�DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�WKLV��OLYLQJ�IRU�WKLV�ZLWK�JUDWLWXGH�DQG�KRSH��7KXV�
every situation of existence, even one of death and sin, or of destruction 
and evil like the war in Ukraine, or of pain and suffering like all of the 
situations of trial, illness, injustice, and misery that continually touch us, 
directly or indirectly, is nothing other than the question proposed again to 
our freedom by Christ, the resurrection and the life, who is begging for our 
IDLWK��RXU�\HV�WR�+LP��WKH�OLIH�RI�OLIH��WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��³'R�\RX�EHOLHYH�
WKLV"´�³'R�\RX�EHOLHYH�WKDW�,�DP�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG�WKH�OLIH�RI�\RXU�OLIH"´�
Of the life of everyone?

Life asks nothing more. God asks nothing else of us. He does not ask us 
whether we cook well, or manage to serve dinner on time or to budge the 
inertia of our sister. Life asks us for faith in Christ. Life, the whole world, 
DVNV�ZKHWKHU�ZH�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�&KULVW�WUXO\�LV�WKH�RQH�WKLQJ�ZH�QHHG��DVNV�
whether Christ is the resurrection and the life of our life. Life asks us to be 
WKH�VSDFH�RI�WKLV�YHUL¿FDWLRQ��LQ�ZKLFK�IDLWK�SHUPLWV�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�&KULVW�WR�
be the mysterious and always surprising resurrection and life of everything 
and everyone. We are surrounded by so many testimonies to this! As the 
author of the Letter to the Hebrews wrote, “Therefore, since we are sur-
rounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us rid ourselves of every burden 
and sin that clings to us and persevere in running the race that lies before us 
ZKLOH�NHHSLQJ�RXU�H\HV�¿[HG�RQ�-HVXV��WKH�OHDGHU�DQG�SHUIHFWHU�RI�IDLWK�´�� 
How many friends of ours form this cloud of witnesses, this multitude of 
witnesses who make us understand, who tell us that Christ is truly the life of 
life, in death, illness, and suffering, in everything. 

7KRVH�ZKR� OLYH� WKLV� DUH� DXWKRULWDWLYH�� ,Q� WKLV�*RVSHO� VFHQH��0DUWKD� LV�
the authoritative person who serenely orders everything and everyone. She 
is far from the aggrieved and exasperated woman of a few years ago! She 
LV�DXWKRULWDWLYH�EHFDXVH�VKH�EURXJKW�RUGHU�WR�KHUVHOI��¿UVW�RI�DOO�E\�DOORZLQJ�
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&KULVW� WR�FUHDWH�RUGHU� LQ�KHU��:KHQ�\RX�VHW�D�¿[HG�DQG�VWDEOH�FHQWHU��DQG�
agree to verify its substance, everything orders itself around it. Life becomes 
ordered with harmony and beauty, even in the midst of great turbulence, 
when we truly welcome Christ into ourselves, our life, all of life, as the one 
WKLQJ�QHFHVVDU\��DV�+H�ZKR�DORQH�UHVSRQGV�WR�RXU�KHDUW¶V�QHHG�IRU�PHDQLQJ�
and life. Everything falls into place around Him, in relation to Him. Only 
Jesus knows the right place for each of us and for everything that makes 
up our life, be it your hair or your wife, your shoes or your work, coffee or 
politics . . . everything.

,Q�KLV�5XOH��%HQHGLFW�RUGHUHG�HYHU\WKLQJ�DQG�PROGHG�DOO�RI�WKH�KXPDQ-
ity of the monks into a harmonious order that spread from the monasteries 
into European and world culture. But he let all this harmonious order hap-
pen, to be generated from a center, a center that he could not impose, that 
every monk is called to choose and welcome freely because it is an affec-
tive center, a center in which my freedom corresponds to a love that asks 
LW�IRU�ORYH��D�SUHIHUHQFH�WKDW�DVNV�IRU�SUHIHUHQFH��D�JD]H�¿[HG�RQ�PH�WKDW�
DVNV�IRU�D�JD]H�¿[HG�RQ�&KULVW��%HQHGLFW�H[SUHVVHG�WKLV�FHQWHU�E\�WHOOLQJ�
his monks that “the love of Christ must come before all else.”���,Q�DQRWK-
er part of the Rule, he said that the unhesitating obedience of the monks 
“comes naturally to those who cherish Christ above all.”���$QG� ¿QDOO\��
ZKHQ�%HQHGLFW�VXPPDUL]HG�LQ�WKH�QH[W�WR�WKH�ODVW�FKDSWHU�ZKDW�LV�HVVHQWLDO�
in the life of the monks, he concluded by urging, “Let them prefer nothing 
whatever to Christ, and may He bring us [here is the following] all together 
to everlasting life.”��

All of life grows and is ordered in relation to this center, in a continual 
comparison with this center, always readapting everything to the central 
preference of Christ. This is how Martha grew, how her person became a 
spectacle of the harmony of the human, of all of her exuberant humanity 
WKDW�VKH�GHPRQVWUDWHG�LQ�WKH�HSLVRGH�RI�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI�/D]DUXV��

The strange people who prefer Christ

:KHQ�)U��*LXVVDQL�WHVWL¿HG�WKDW�&KULVW�ZDV�WKH�OLIH�RI�KLV�OLIH��KH�IHOW�FRQFHUQ�
for all those involved in his charism, a concern he had already expressed 
PDQ\�RWKHU�WLPHV��)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�WKH�\HDUV�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�DW�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\��

����Rule of St. Benedict�������
����,ELG�������
����,ELG��������±���
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KH�LQVLVWHG�D�JUHDW�GHDO�RQ�WKH�IDPRXV��,�KRSH�LW�LV�VWLOO�VR���SDVVDJH�IURP�
The Tale of the Antichrist by Solovyov.

“Now, in a grieved voice, the Emperor addressed them: ‘What else can 
,�GR�IRU�\RX��\RX�VWUDQJH�SHRSOH"�������7HOO�PH�\RXUVHOYHV��\RX�&KULVWLDQV��
deserted by the majority of your peers and leaders, condemned by pop-
XODU�VHQWLPHQW��:KDW� LV� LW� WKDW�\RX�YDOXH�PRVW� LQ�&KULVWLDQLW\"¶�$W� WKLV��
elder John rose up like a white candle and answered quietly: ‘Great sover-
eign! What we value most in Christianity is Christ Himself–in His person. 
All comes from Him, for we know that in Him dwells all fullness of the 
Godhead bodily.”��

$W� WLPHV� ,�ZRQGHU�ZKHWKHU� WKRVH� LQ�SRZHU� VWLOO� UHJDUG�XV�&KULVWLDQV��
laypeople, priests, monks, and religious as “strange men” and “strange 
women,” and whether the powerful of the moment, the ideology of the 
moment, perceive us as strange, as not conforming to them, not easily 
DEVRUEHG�LQWR�WKHLU�LQWHUHVWV��SURMHFWV��DQG�SODQV��3RSH�)UDQFLV�LV�IDU�IURP�
wrong in often denouncing the worldliness with which we live, even those 
who should be consecrated to the preference of Christ in a way that, if not 
exemplary, is at least meaningful, as a sign of the new life possible for 
everyone. But the new, different, “strange” life for the world begins with 
WKH�³,�´�ZLWK�WKH�KHDUW�WKDW�WUXO\�HQFRXQWHUV�&KULVW�DQG�OHWV�+LP�DQQRXQFH�
and demonstrate in our life that truly He is the only One needed, the only 
2QH�,�QHHG��WKH�RQO\�2QH�,�KROG�GHDUHVW��DQG�WKXV�ZKDW�ZH�KROG�GHDUHVW�DQG�
most precious, the last thing we would give up if everything were taken 
from us, even life. The martyrs testify to us that Christ, because He is the 
life of life, is the dearest thing in life. 

This was the testimony given to us by Bishop Corecco, my father in the 
faith, who lived his years of illness radiating with truth and gladness the 
SHDFH�KH�UHFHLYHG�IURP�3VDOP������IURP�WKH�0RUQLQJ�3UD\HU�RI�6XQGD\V�RU�
feast days: “Your grace is worth more than life.”

(YHU\WKLQJ� UHPLQGV�XV� RI� WKLV�� FDOOV� XV� WR� WKLV�PDWXULW\� RI� WKH� ³,´� LQ�
the faith that allows the Risen One present to be the fullness of the heart 
in all of the circumstances of existence. Those who follow Christ, veri-
fying in everything that He is the resurrection and the life of life, grow 
in a new relationship with everyone and everything, a relationship that is 
free because those who hold nothing dearer than Christ are freer than the 
emperor; they dominate everything more than the emperor of the world.

����Vladimir Solovyov, War, Progress, and the End of History: Three Conversations Including a 
Short Story of the Anti-Christ��WUDQV��$OH[DQGHU�%DNVK\��+XGVRQ��1<��/LQGLVIDUQH�3UHVV���������
���±����
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%XW� WKHUH� LV� DQ� DVSHFW�RI� WKLV�YHUL¿FDWLRQ� WKDW�ZH�PXVW� ORRN�DW�PRUH�
deeply this afternoon. Martha did not travel this road alone. Alone, she 
would not have made it, and neither will we. 

/HW¶V�VLQJ�WKH�Regina Caeli. 



45

Saturday, April 30, afternoon
During entrance and exit:

Johann Sebastian Bach, Cantata “Christ lag in Todesbanden,” BWV4 
Karl Richter–Münchener Bach-Chor und Orchester (Archiv Produktion) Universal

Q�second meditation
Mauro-Giuseppe Lepori 

“The teacher is here and is asking for you”

Gladness and freedom

³µ,�DP�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG�WKH�OLIH��ZKRHYHU�EHOLHYHV�LQ�PH��HYHQ�LI�KH�GLHV��
ZLOO�OLYH��DQG�HYHU\RQH�ZKR�OLYHV�DQG�EHOLHYHV�LQ�PH�ZLOO�QHYHU�GLH��'R�\RX�
EHOLHYH�WKLV"¶�6KH�VDLG�WR�KLP��µ<HV��/RUG��,�KDYH�FRPH�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�<RX�
DUH�WKH�0HVVLDK��WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG��WKH�RQH�ZKR�LV�FRPLQJ�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�¶�
When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary secretly, say-
LQJ��µ7KH�WHDFKHU�LV�KHUH�DQG�LV�DVNLQJ�IRU�\RX�¶´�� 

This morning we spoke about the journey Martha made after her furi-
RXV� HIIRUW� WR�YHULI\� -HVXV¶V�SURYRFDWLRQ�ZKHQ�+H� WROG�KHU� WKDW�+H�ZDV�
WKH�RQO\�UHDOLW\�VKH�QHHGHG��0DUWKD�PDGH�D�MRXUQH\�EHFDXVH�VKH�YHUL¿HG�
this judgment, but above all this presence, within all the nooks and cran-
QLHV�RI�KHU�OLIH��6KH�XQGHUWRRN�D�WDVN�ZLWKLQ�KHUVHOI��OLYLQJ�ZLWK�-HVXV¶V�
announcement within herself, and discovered more and more clearly that 
LW� ZDV� WUXH�� WKDW� -HVXV� WUXO\�ZDV� LQ¿QLWHO\�PRUH� QHFHVVDU\� WR� KHU� WKDQ�
DOO� WKH� QHHGV� DQG� GHPDQGV� WKDW� ¿OOHG� DQG�� DERYH� DOO�� HQVODYHG� KHU� OLIH�
DQG�KHDUW��6KH�H[SHULHQFHG�OLEHUDWLRQ��KHU�KHDUW�VZHOOHG�DQG�ZDV�¿OOHG�WR�
RYHUÀRZLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�PHDQLQJ�DQG�JXVWR�RI�OLIH��1RZ��QRWKLQJ�FORVHG�KHU�
in on herself, or if it happened again, the memory of that presence and 
that message, and the experience it generated in her, reopened her heart 
and freed her from the anguish and complaints that continually tried to 
VXEPHUJH�LW�DJDLQ��$QG�VR�VKH�ZDV�JODG��(YHQ�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�OLIH¶V�GUDPD��
HYHQ�LQ�SDLQ�OLNH�WKDW�FDXVHG�E\�WKH�GHDWK�RI�KHU�EURWKHU�/D]DUXV��0DUWKD�
felt she was glad; that is, free from the closing in upon herself that had 
previously suffocated her. 

����-Q������±���
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Renouncing the falsity of the “I”

7KLV�ZRUN�ZDV�QRW�HDV\�EHFDXVH�ZLWK�WKH�WHPSHUDPHQW�VKH�KDG��KHU�YHUL¿-
cation that an Other was all that she needed, her renunciation of procuring 
on her own what she thought she and others needed, meant and continued 
to mean a denial of herself, a renunciation of herself that frankly was not 
pleasant for her. 

$V�\RX�NQRZ��WKH�ORJR�RI�WKH�)UDWHUQLW\�GHSLFWV�6DLQW�%HQHGLFW� ,W�ZDV�
WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�%UD]LOLDQ�DUWLVW�&ODXGLR�3DVWUR������±�������ZKRP�,�KDG�
the grace to meet in San Paolo only a few months before he died.�� An 
DUWLVW�IXOO�RI�IDLWK��3DVWUR�GLG�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�0DULDQ�VKULQH�LQ�%UD]LO��
Our Lady of Aparecida, for me one of the great marvels of contemporary 
&KULVWLDQ� DUW��$URXQG�KLV�¿JXUH�RI�%HQHGLFW��3DVWUR�ZURWH�KDOI� RI� D� OLQH�
WDNHQ�IURP�%HQHGLFW¶V�5XOH��³Ut sequatur Christum” (“in order to follow 
&KULVW´���7KH�PHGDO�GRHV�QRW�TXRWH�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�WKLV�YHUVH�IURP�FKDSWHU�
��RI�WKH�5XOH��ZKLFK�LV�DSSDUHQWO\�QHJDWLYH��³Abnegare semetipsum sibi, ut 
sequatur Christum´��³UHQRXQFH�\RXUVHOI�LQ�RUGHU�WR�IROORZ�&KULVW´����

,W�DOPRVW�VHHPV�DV�LI�%HQHGLFW�ZDQWHG�WR�WRWDOO\�FUXVK�WKH�³,�´�EHFDXVH�
he did not just say renounce “yourself,” but “semetipsum sibi”–“yourself 
WR�\RXUVHOI�´�(YLGHQWO\�WKLV�ZDV�SDUW�RI�WKH�PRQDVWLF�DVFHVLV�LQ�%HQHGLFW¶V�
era that did not fear disciplining the body. However, when we see how 
RIWHQ�ZH�OLYH�DV�VODYHV�WR�DQ�DOLHQDWHG�³,´�IXOO�RI�OLHV�DQG�LGHRORJLHV��IXOO�
RI�FDSULFHV�JHQHUDWHG�E\�D�EUD]HQ�ZHOO�EHLQJ� WKDW� IRUJHWV� WKH�SRYHUW\�RI�
WRR�PDQ\�RWKHUV��ZKHQ�ZH�VHH�KRZ�ZH�DUH�LQIHFWHG�E\�ZKDW�3RSH�)UDQFLV�
calls “the culture of consumerism, the culture of [indifference and] waste, 
the throwaway culture”;�� when we see how much our individualism and 
instinctive disposition shape our approach to our lives, communities, fami-

�����7KLV�LPDJH�RI�%HQHGLFW�LQ�WKH�ORJR�LV�WDNHQ�IURP�WKH�PHGDO�3DVWUR�FUHDWHG�LQ������IRU�WKH�DQQL-
versary of the birth of the Patron of Europe. That same year, the abbot of Montecassino, Martino 
0DWURQROD��FRQIHUUHG�WKH�¿UVW�HFFOHVLDVWLFDO�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RQ�WKH�)UDWHUQLW\�RI�&RPPXQLRQ�DQG�/LE-
HUDWLRQ��,Q�WKH�PHGDO��DQG�ORJR��%HQHGLFW�KROGV�XS�KLV�ULJKW�WKXPE�DQG�LQGH[�DQG�PLGGOH�¿QJHUV�WR�
indicate the three persons of the Holy Trinity, an invitation to dwell in communion. His left hand 
SRLQWV�WR�KLV�KHDUW��ZKHUH�WKH�LGHDO�RI�WKH�5XOH±HYDQJHOLFDO�OLIH±LV�UHDOL]HG��7KH�VSLUDOV�RI�MHZHOV�
DQG�WKH�URXQG�IRUP�RI�WKH�PHGDO�V\PEROL]H�WKH�G\QDPLF�RI�WKH�GLYLQH�WKDW�EHFRPHV�LQFDUQDWH�LQ�
women and men. Ut sequatur Christum (“to follow Christ”–Rule of Benedict�� ������ LV�ZULWWHQ�
DORQJ�WKH�ERUGHU�WR�LQGLFDWH�WKH�SDWK�RI�WKH�MRXUQH\��6HH�DOVR�*LRUJLR�)HOLFLDQL��³$�1RWH�RI�+LVWR-
ry,” in Giussani, The Work of the Movement�����
����Rule of St. Benedict�������
����)UDQFLV��³+RPLO\�DW�WKH�+RO\�0DVV�IRU�WKH�2SHQLQJ�RI�WKH�;,9�2UGLQDU\�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\�RI�
the Synod of Bishops,” 2FWREHU����������)UDQFLV��³0HVVDJH�IRU�WKH�&HOHEUDWLRQ�RI�WKH���WK�:RUOG�
'D\�RI�3HDFH�´�-DQXDU\���������
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lies, husbands, wives, children, and work or vocation, well, maybe it would 
QRW�EH�VR�EDG�WRGD\�WR�KDYH��LI�QRW�D�PRUWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�³,�´�ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�
misunderstood and lived badly, but at least a work on oneself that makes us 
FRQVFLRXV�WKDW�YLHZLQJ�WKH�³,´�DV�WKH�DOO�LQ�DOO�LQ�OLIH±ZKLFK�LV�D�SUREOHP�RI�
LQGLYLGXDOLVP��FRQFHLYLQJ�RI�WKH�³,´�DV�WKH�JRG��WKH�LGRO�RI�\RXU�OLIH±LV�QRW�D�
position that leads to happiness, that leads us to embrace a more important 
PHDQLQJ�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��,Q�IDFW��DV�ZH�VHH�LQ�FKLOGUHQ��MR\�LV�DQ�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�
which the heart “explodes” beyond itself, so to speak.

,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�0DUWKD�XQGHUWRRN�WKLV�WDVN�RI�UHQRXQFLQJ�DQ�³,´�WKDW�ZDV�
IXOO�RI�LWVHOI��D�VHOI�FHQWHUHG�³,´�WKDW�GHPDQGHG�WKDW�HYHU\RQH�HOVH�FHQWHU�RQ�
it too. But she did not undertake this task and make this journey by means 
RI� KHU� RZQ� GHWHUPLQDWLRQ� DQG� VWUHQJWK��7KLV�ZRXOG� KDYH� EHHQ�ZRUVH�� ,�
imagine that the demons are convinced they are the most good-hearted 
and altruistic beings in the universe, only because they do everything by 
themselves and for themselves. No, Martha was able to make this jour-
ney because she looked at Christ and allowed herself to be attracted by 
+LP��HYHQ�WKRXJK�+H�KDG�FRQWUDGLFWHG�DQG�LUULWDWHG�KHU��,Q�FRQWUDGLFWLQJ�
KHU��+H� WRXFKHG� D� UDZ� QHUYH�� WKDW� LV�� KHU� LGHD� WKDW� VKH� FRXOG� IXO¿OO� KHU�
own life, an idea that closed her in on herself and caused her to suffer 
and suffocate, poisoning everything in and around her–relationships, work, 
religiosity–everything. 

A shared provocation 

However, Martha did not make her journey alone, and on that evening 
she was not the only one Jesus had called and to whom He had revealed 
Himself. Martha made this journey of working on herself in the context of 
a companionship, together with others who decided to take up this journey, 
doing this same work on themselves together with her.

That evening, what happened, what Jesus said and revealed, was not 
about a simple quarrel with Martha or a moment of spiritual direction for 
her. Their conversation became Gospel because it is a question that con-
cerns everyone and immediately touched and involved all those present 
WKDW�HYHQLQJ�LQ�0DUWKD¶V�KRPH��,�DP�FHUWDLQ�WKDW�DOO�WKUHH�VLEOLQJV�KDG�DQ�
encounter that evening with Christ that gave new meaning to their life 
WRJHWKHU��,Q�IDFW��DIWHU�-HVXV�FRUUHFWHG�0DUWKD��/D]DUXV�DQG�0DU\�UHPDLQHG�
LQ�VLOHQFH��0DU\�DQG�/D]DUXV�FRXOG�KDYH�ZLQNHG�DW�HDFK�RWKHU�ZLWK�DQ�LURQ-
LF�OLWWOH�VPLOH�EHFDXVH�-HVXV�KDG�DJUHHG�ZLWK�WKHP�DERXW�0DUWKD¶V�XQFHDV-
ing and exasperating anxieties and demands. Worse still, they could have 
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said in chorus, “We told you so! Even Jesus sees that you upset everyone 
with your worries and demands, with your obsession to control everyone 
and everything!” 

,QVWHDG�� IRU� WKHP�WRR��VLOHQFH��7KH\�DOVR� OLVWHQHG�DQG�UHIOHFWHG�RQ�
themselves because what Jesus had told Martha, that He was the one 
essential reality needed, was something too great, too important to con-
cern only Martha! Each of them reflected on themselves–even Mary 
who had been praised by Jesus and could have felt that she was alright. 
/D]DUXV� DQG�0DU\� FHUWDLQO\� DVNHG� WKHPVHOYHV�� ³$QG�PH"�'R� ,� WUXO\�
OLYH�P\�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�-HVXV�UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKDW�+H�LV�WKH�RQH�QHFHVVDU\�
answer to my need for happiness, peace, fraternity, beauty, and fulfill-
PHQW�RI�OLIH"�,V�LW�WUXH�RU�QRW�WKDW�IRU�PH�+H�LV�HYHU\WKLQJ��WKH�EHVW�SDUW"�
That He is my peace, that everything in my life is ordered and rests 
around Him and in Him?” 

,�FRQIHVV�WKDW�ZKHQ�OD\SHRSOH�EDWWHUHG�E\�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�WHPSHVWV�VD\�
that we monks have chosen the better part, feeling almost guilty for 
QRW�KDYLQJ�GRQH�VR�WKHPVHOYHV�� LW� UHDOO\�PDNHV�PH�UHIOHFW��,�KDYH�WKH�
impression that for those in a monastery, the best part is often not as 
dramatic a choice as it might be for those in the midst of a shipwreck in 
WKHLU�ZRUN�RU�IDPLO\��RU�LQ�VRFLHW\�DQG�SROLWLFV��,Q�WKH�VFHQH�RI�0DUWKD�
and Mary, it seems as if Mary was given the better part on a silver plat-
WHU��WRR�HDVLO\��,QVWHDG��0DUWKD�ZDV�FDOOHG�WR�D�GUDPDWLF�FKRLFH�DQG�DV�
we will see, she truly made the choice, truly sacrificing the false posi-
WLRQ�RI�KHU�³,�´�)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�,�KDYH�WKH�LPSUHVVLRQ�WKDW�0DU\�XQGHU-
stood that evening that she, too, had to renew her choice of Christ, to 
FKRRVH�WUXO\��DQG�OLNH�0DUWKD��WR�IROORZ�-HVXV¶V�SURYRFDWLRQ��

/HW¶V� WKLQN�DERXW� WKDW�HYHQLQJ�RU� WKH�QH[W�GD\��DIWHU�-HVXV�DQG� WKH�
DSRVWOHV�KDG�OHIW��DQG�0DUWKD��0DU\��DQG�/D]DUXV�ZHUH�DORQH�LQ�WKH�VLOHQW�
KRXVH� SXWWLQJ� WKLQJV� DZD\� DQG� FOHDQLQJ� XS� DIWHU� WKH� GR]HQ�*DOLOHDQ�
men, mostly peasants and fishermen who were little accustomed to fine 
manners. Certainly, the siblings looked at each other in silence, with a 
PL[WXUH�RI�VDGQHVV�DQG�VHUHQH��JUDWHIXO��DQG�JODG�SHDFH��,W�ZDV�D�JODG�
sadness because it was desirous of a good they had experienced with 
gratitude, but could never possess in full. The three looked at each 
other in a way that they had never done before, with a tenderness in 
WKHLU�JD]H�WKH\�KDG�QHYHU�KDG�EHIRUH��,W�LV�FOHDU�IURP�HYHU\�VFHQH�LQ�WKH�
Gospel in which the three appear that they loved each other, but that 
WKLV� WHQGHUQHVV�ZDV�QRW� WKHUH�EHIRUH��,W�ZDV�HYLGHQW� WR�DOO� WKUHH��HYHQ�
without saying it–though later they must have said it–that things were 
no longer the same among them, that they had entered into a different 
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fraternity, a different familiarity, and that their home, so familiar to 
them, where maybe they had lived with their parents and grandparents 
since they were little, where they had grown up together, had become a 
new place, a new space, something holy, like a temple, a space to live in 
like in a temple. They sensed that the newness among them and in their 
house began exactly at the moment when Jesus, taking the opportuni-
W\�RI�0DUWKD¶V�FRPSODLQW±WKRXJK�+H�FRXOG�KDYH�WDNHQ�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�
afforded by anything–revealed to Martha and to all those listening that 
every human heart is made for Him as the only One necessary, as the 
one answer to the need of life, of everything human that constitutes us.

This is always what happens in an encounter with Christ, if you 
truly encounter Him. Jesus says it in a thousand ways, but it is always 
this experience. Here are three examples from the Gospels. 

³&RPH�WR�PH��DOO�\RX�ZKR�ODERU�DQG�DUH�EXUGHQHG��DQG�,�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�
UHVW��7DNH�P\�\RNH�XSRQ�\RX�DQG�OHDUQ�IURP�PH��IRU�,�DP�PHHN�DQG�KXPEOH�
RI�KHDUW��DQG�\RX�ZLOO�¿QG�UHVW�IRU�\RXUVHOYHV��)RU�0\�\RNH�LV�HDV\��DQG�0\�
burden light.”��

And, “Jesus answered and said to her [the Samaritan woman at the 
well], ‘Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again; but whoever 
GULQNV�WKH�ZDWHU�,�VKDOO�JLYH�ZLOO�QHYHU�WKLUVW�� WKH�ZDWHU�,�VKDOO�JLYH�ZLOO�
EHFRPH�LQ�KLP�D�VSULQJ�RI�ZDWHU�ZHOOLQJ�XS�WR�HWHUQDO�OLIH�¶´��

And, in another passage from John, “On the last and greatest day of the 
feast, Jesus stood up and exclaimed, ‘Let anyone who thirsts come to me 
and drink. Whoever believes in me, as scripture says: rivers of living water 
ZLOO�ÀRZ�IURP�ZLWKLQ�KLP�¶�+H�VDLG�WKLV�LQ�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�6SLULW�WKDW�WKRVH�
who came to believe in Him were to receive. There was, of course, no 
6SLULW�\HW��EHFDXVH�-HVXV�KDG�QRW�\HW�EHHQ�JORUL¿HG�´��

The newness of fraternity in Christ 

That the three siblings worked together on this event, that they simultaneous-
ly corresponded to this newness, and that they made a journey together, can 
be seen not only in the maturity Martha demonstrated when Jesus came to 
/D]DUXV¶V�WRPE��EXW�DOVR�DQG�DERYH�DOO�LQ�KHU�QHZ�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KHU�VLVWHU�
Mary. Just one detail is enough to show that the two sisters had a new rela-

����0W������±���
����-Q����±���
����-Q�����±���
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tionship. After the encounter and conversation with Jesus when He revealed 
Himself to Martha as the resurrection and the life of life, she went to call her 
sister in a way that denotes their new relationship, the new relationship that 
grows in those who are verifying together that Christ is the only One neces-
sary for the heart and for life, the new relationship present among those who 
are together because Jesus Christ is there, because Christ is everything. She 
said to Mary: “The teacher is here and is asking for you.”��

This expresses all the newness that Christ brought into the world, a 
newness in relationships, a new fraternity and kinship, a friendship that 
is inconceivable for the world, and above all impossible without Christ. 
Martha called Mary to tell her that Jesus was asking for her; she transmit-
ted the call of the Lord who was present. He is here and is calling you, is 
asking for you, wants to encounter you. By now, both knew that Jesus was 
the only One necessary, the life of life. They were united in this awareness, 
LQ�¿QGLQJ�WKH�WRWDO�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�DIIRUGHG�WR�WKH�KHDUW�LQ�&KULVW�

³7KH� WHDFKHU�´� )RU�0DUWKD�� WKLV� WLWOH�ZDV� IXOO� RI� DOO� WKH� DXWKRULW\� RI�
Christ, His auctoritas, which etymologically means “to cause to grow;” that 
is, she was full of the fact that the relationship with Him and listening to 
+LP�PDNHV�XV�JURZ��PDNHV�OLIH�JURZ��PDNHV�WKH�KHDUW�VZHOO�DQG�RYHUÀRZ��
introduces the truth of everything, from relationships, work, affections, and 
KXPDQ�IUDLOWLHV�WR�GHDWK��WKH�SDLQ�FDXVHG�E\�WKH�GHDWK�RI�/D]DUXV��RU�RQH¶V�
own death. By this point, for Martha the “teacher” was “the resurrection and 
the life,” He who is present to resurrect us, so that we can live with fullness. 
As Mother Teresa of Calcutta said, Jesus the teacher is “the Life–to be lived, 
the Love–to be loved,”�� and many other qualities and attitudes that we are 
called to assimilate and absorb from the authoritativeness of the grace of His 
SUHVHQFH��+LV�ORYH�IRU�XV��DQG�+LV�JD]H�XSRQ�XV��

There can be no deeper and truer communion, no more beautiful and 
solid fraternity than sharing this faith and desire, this faith that is a desire for 
Him, a desire for and embrace of Him. There can be no greater reciprocal 
gift, no more indestructible unity, than reminding each other of the presence 
of Jesus who desires us, to give an answer to and satisfaction of our funda-
mental desire for life. Martha and Mary were so tacitly and deeply united 
in the consciousness that the presence of Jesus was the life of life, for them 
DQG�HYHU\RQH��HYHQ�IRU�WKH�GHDG�OLNH�/D]DUXV�� WKDW�ZKHQ�WKH\�PHW�+LP�DW�

����-Q�������
����“Let us all become a true and fruitful branch on the vine Jesus, by accepting Him in our lives as 
it pleases Him to come. . . . As the Life–to be lived; as the Love–to be loved.” Mother Teresa, A 
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different times, they said the same thing, expressed the same consciousness, 
the same desire of the life of life that He is: “Lord, if You had been here, my 
brother would not have died.”�� 

6KDULQJ�WKH�YHUL¿FDWLRQ�WKDW�+H�LV�HYHU\WKLQJ

,�HPSKDVL]H�DOO�RI�WKLV�EHFDXVH�LW�VHHPV�WR�PH�WKDW�WKHVH�HSLVRGHV�DQG�ZRUGV��
these people of the Gospel show us the existential paradigm of the Church, 
the companionship of people, the friendship and fraternity in which each 
of us is granted the opportunity to and asked to go deep into an encounter 
with Christ, to the point of reaching a fullness of humanity, a fullness and 
PDWXULW\�RI�WKH�³,´�WKDW�FKDQJHV�WKH�ZRUOG��WKDW�UHQHZV�DOO�WKLQJV�E\�FRUUH-
sponding to the event of Christ and bearing witness to Him. Nothing tes-
WL¿HV�WR�&KULVW�DQG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�+H�LV�HYHU\WKLQJ�IRU�ZRPHQ�DQG�PHQ�WKDQ�
D�SHUVRQ�ZKRVH�OLIH�LV�WKURZQ�LQWR�YHULI\LQJ�&KULVW¶V�SURSRVDO�WR�WKH�KHDUW��
&KULVW�ZKR�VD\V�WR�WKH�KHDUW��³,�DP�HYHU\WKLQJ�IRU�\RX�DQG�IRU�HYHU\RQH�´�

%XW�HYHQ�PRUH�WKDQ�WKLV��RU�LQGLVVROXEO\�WLHG�WR�WKLV��QRWKLQJ�WHVWL¿HV�WR�
Christ and the fullness He is for the human heart than a companionship of 
SHRSOH�XQLWHG�LQ�WKLV�YHUL¿FDWLRQ, than this experience of hearing yourself 
called by the only One needed and verifying that truly the heart and life 
need nothing other than Him. Christian communion is VKDULQJ�WKH�YHUL¿FD-
WLRQ��YHUL¿FDWLRQ�OLWHUDOO\±WR�PDNH�VRPHWKLQJ�WUXH�DQG�UHDO��WKDW�&KULVW�LV�
everything for the human heart.

Nothing more precious and dear can unite people, and nothing should 
make us more responsible for our unity in the face of the entire world. The 
reason for the unity of the disciples is the experience that Christ is everything 
for every human heart, that Christ is the life of the life of every person, and if 
,�KDYH�WKLV�H[SHULHQFH��VR�VXUSULVLQJ�DQG�JUDWXLWRXV��ZKLFK�,�GR�QRW�GHVHUYH��,�
DP�LPPHGLDWHO\�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�HYHU\�KXPDQ�KHDUW��$QG�LI�,�H[SHULHQFH�WKDW�
WKH�IUDWHUQLW\�,�VKDUH�ZLWK�WKRVH�*RG�KDV�VHW�DORQJVLGH�PH�PDNHV�WUXHU�DQG�
PRUH�UHDO�WKH�YHUL¿FDWLRQ�WKDW�&KULVW�LV�WKH�RQH�UHDOLW\�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�SHRSOH��
then the same unity with my sisters and brothers becomes a universal respon-
VLELOLW\�WRZDUG�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��LI�,�VD\�WR�WKH�SHUVRQ�QH[W�WR�
me, “The teacher is here and is asking for you” or “Christ, the resurrection 
DQG�OLIH�LV�SUHVHQW�DQG�LV�FDOOLQJ�\RX�´�LQ�UHDOLW\�,�DP�VD\LQJ�LW�WR�HYHU\RQH��
,�DP�WUDQVPLWWLQJ� WKH�SUHVHQFH�DQG�FDOO�RI�&KULVW� WR� WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG��1RW�
EHFDXVH�,�DP�JRRG�RU�EHFDXVH�,�DP�NQRZQ�E\�HYHU\RQH��RU�EHFDXVH�WKH�SHU-
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VRQ�WR�ZKRP�,�FRPPXQLFDWH�+LP�LV�LPSRUWDQW��EXW�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�
Christ, because of what Christ is when He is sitting in my kitchen, even when 
+H�LV�SUHVHQW�LQ�P\�FUD]\�FRPPXQLW\�RU�IDPLO\��

Ecumenism lived this way is a universal responsibility that all Christians 
RZH�WR�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG��,Q�IDFW��WKH�PRUH�\RX�VKDUH�LQ�WKLV�H[SHULHQFH��WKH�
more you verify together that Christ is truly everything, that He is every-
thing for everyone, everything in everyone. The sharing of this experience 
DQG�YHUL¿FDWLRQ�GRHV�QRW�GLPLQLVK��EXW� UDWKHU�DFFHQWXDWHV�� WKH� WRWDOLW\�RI�
Christ for each person, for each heart. 

“Were not our hearts burning within us while He spoke to us on the way 
and opened the scriptures to us?”�� the disciples of Emmaus asked each 
other. What a deep and tender communion united these two disciples of 
Emmaus in sharing the experience that only when Christ is present, when 
the teacher is present, does the heart of each person burn with fullness! 
Their friendship had never been so intense as on that journey with Jesus, 
and there are those who would not exclude the possibility that they were 
husband and wife, or in any case two disciples bound by years of a relation-
ship, maybe of work, home, kinship, or friendship. But they were not so 
XQLWHG�EHIRUH��,Q�IDFW��EHIRUH��WKHUH�ZDV�ODPHQWDWLRQ�RYHU�DQG�GLVDSSRLQW-
ment in Christ, who died in that ignoble way without keeping the prom-
ises they had attributed to Him so that He would meet their expectations, 
JRRG�RQHV�OLNH�WKH�OLEHUDWLRQ�RI�,VUDHO��³:H�ZHUH�KRSLQJ�WKDW�+H�ZRXOG�EH�
WKH�RQH�WR�UHGHHP�,VUDHO�´���,W�ZDV�WKH�VDPH�IRU�0DUWKD��ZKR�WKDW�HYHQLQJ�
expected only that Jesus would make her sister help her; she only wanted 
Jesus to give Mary a kick to make her get up and work.

How little we expect of Christ when we do not allow Him to reveal to 
us that He is everything needed for our deepest desire!

The mission of fraternity 

,Q�WUDQVPLWWLQJ�WR�0DU\�WKH�FDOO�RI�WKH�WHDFKHU�SUHVHQW��0DUWKD�VKDUHG�ZLWK�
her sister an openness to Christ that allowed Him to give us everything, 
everything in Himself, all the life that He is for us. They shared a faith and 
KRSH� WKDW�SODFHG�QR� OLPLWV�RQ�&KULVW¶V�JLIW� WR� WKH�ZRUOG��2QO\�E\� OLYLQJ�D�
communion like this are we truly missionaries. Christ came to us, came to 
FDOO�XV��WR�VDYH�WKH�ZRUOG��ZLWKRXW�OLPLWV��+H�GLG�QRW�FRPH�MXVW�WR�IUHH�,VUDHO�
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RU�MXVW�WR�SXW�RUGHU�DQG�GLVFLSOLQH�LQWR�0DUWKD¶V�KRXVH��$QG�\HW�ZH�DOPRVW�
always set these limits and reduce the event of Christ in the same way. We do 
not reduce it in and of in itself because in words we believe that Christ is the 
6RQ�RI�*RG��ZKR�EHFDPH�ÀHVK��GLHG��DQG�URVH�IRU�WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZKROH�
ZRUOG��:H�UHGXFH�LW�LQ�KRZ�OLWWOH�ZH�DOORZ�WKLV�HYHQW�WR�FKDQJH�RXU�OLIH��WR�¿OO�
our life. We would like it to correspond to us in the measure of our delimited 
desire, which is nothing compared to the desire for unlimited salvation that 
Christ has in His heart, a desire that He also has for me! Christ does not want 
to use us to save the world while skipping our own need for salvation. The 
opposite is true. Christ saves the whole world through the salvation of my 
OLIH��WKURXJK�WKH�IXOOQHVV�RI�P\�KHDUW��WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI�P\�OLIH��³,�DP�WKH�
UHVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG�WKH� OLIH�´�EXW�QRW�RQO\�IRU�/D]DUXV��IRU�\RX��0DUWKD��$QG�
VWDUWLQJ�ZLWK�\RX��IRU�DOO�WKRVH�\RX�ZLOO�PHHW��OLNH�VKRUWO\�\RXU�VLVWHU��³,�DP�
the resurrection and the life” in person, in absolute, and thus for everyone, 
HYHU\RQH��,I�P\�OLIH�H[SORGHV�LQ�\RX��\RX�ZLOO�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�OLYH�LW�ZLWKRXW�
embracing the world, without longing for universal salvation, which is my 
yearning, the one that made me die gladly on the cross for you!”

What extraordinary human growth happened in Martha and Mary, who 
passed from competition and reciprocal demands, such that it seemed that 
Jesus was also a point of contention and jealousy between them, to the 
mature awareness that sharing the value of Christ made Him even more 
precious and present for each of them; this is the experience that in sharing 
&KULVW��,�P\VHOI�UHFHLYH�+LP�PRUH��

By this point Martha no longer complained if Mary was sitting around 
when there was so much to do to offer hospitality to all the people who 
FDPH�WR�FRQVROH� WKHP�DIWHU�/D]DUXV¶V�GHDWK��QRU�GLG�VKH�FRPSODLQ�ZKHQ�
0DU\�VRRQ�DIWHU�SRXUHG�DOO�WKDW�SUHFLRXV�QDUG�RQ�-HVXV¶V�IHHW��� Martha was 
at peace with the contemplative gratuitousness of her sister, as she was at 
peace with her role as do-it-all woman, because she understood, or rath-
er, experienced, that in all things they shared the most precious treasure, 
ZKLFK�JLYHV�LQ¿QLWH�YDOXH�WR�KHU�KRXVHZRUN�DQG�WR�WKH�LQDFWLYH�FRQWHPSOD-
WLRQ�RI�0DU\��1RWKLQJ�GLVWUDFWHG�KHU�IURP�¿QGLQJ�WKH�IXOOQHVV�RI�KHU�KHDUW�
in Christ present–all the rest was just the background of this experience.

+RZHYHU��ZH�KDYH�WR�PDNH�WKLV�YHUL¿FDWLRQ�LQ�RXU�OLIH�RI�IUDWHUQLW\��RI�
communion and friendship, and not only within our community, but also 
with our husbands and wives and children, our friends and colleagues, and 
HYHQ�RXU�HQHPLHV�DQG�ULYDOV��:H�VKRXOG�DOZD\V�DVN�RXUVHOYHV��,V�WKHUH�VSDFH�
in all these spheres for Christ present who is the life of life, the fullness of the 
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KHDUW�DQG�RI�DOO�RXU�KXPDQLW\"�,V�WKHUH�D�SURPLQHQW�VSDFH�IRU�&KULVW�LQ�RXU�
life, relationships, and get-togethers, even recreational ones, and in our tiffs 
DQG�FRQÀLFWV"�,V�WKHUH�D�SURPLQHQW�VSDFH�IRU�&KULVW�LQ�WKH�FULVHV�RI�RXU�UHOD-
WLRQVKLSV"�,V�WKHUH�D�SURPLQHQW�VSDFH�IRU�&KULVW�UHDOO\�SUHVHQW�HYHQ�LQ�WKH�FUL-
ses of our conception of our relationships, the meaning of our being together, 
RXU�MRXUQH\LQJ�WRJHWKHU"�,V�WKHUH�D�SURPLQHQW�VSDFH�IRU�&KULVW��IRU�H[DPSOH��
LQ�RXU�FRQÀLFWV�RI�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RYHU�D�FKDULVP��D�PLVVLRQ��RU�D�YRFDWLRQ"

Bearing witness to the Risen One, which is the substance of every mis-
sionary presence, even within the four walls of a monastery or a home, 
VKLQHV�RXW�ZKHQ�ZH�UHFRJQL]H��RU�DW�OHDVW�EHJ�WR�UHFRJQL]H��WKDW�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�
of everything, Christ, the teacher, the Lord, the resurrection and the life, is 
here and is calling us. 

$UFKELVKRS�0RQWLQL��WKH�IXWXUH�6DLQW�3DXO�9,��ZURWH�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�
of his ministry as archbishop of Milan a pastoral letter for Lent with the 
title, taken from Saint Ambrose, “Omnia nobis est Christus”–“everything 
is Christ for us.”���,�UHJUHW�WKDW�ZH�ODFN�WKH�WLPH�QRZ�WR�UHDG�LW�DOO��EHFDXVH�
LW�DI¿UPV�ZLWK�DQ�HYHU�FXUUHQW�FODULW\�WKDW�WKH�XUJHQW�QHHG�IRU�WKH�&KXUFK�
and the world is to regain the awareness that Christ alone is necessary for 
XV�DQG�WR�KDYH�WKLV�H[SHULHQFH�DJDLQ��,W�LV�VWULNLQJ�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�$UFKELVKRS�
0RQWLQL�SXEOLVKHG�WKLV�OHWWHU�D�IHZ�PRQWKV�DIWHU�)U��*LXVVDQL��LQ�WKH�SUHFHG-
ing October, had walked up the famous steps of the Berchet High School 
to begin, without knowing it, the movement for which the Holy Spirit had 
GHVWLQHG�KLP��,�FDQ�LPDJLQH�KRZ�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�KLV�DUFKELVKRS�RQ�WKH�DEVR-
OXWH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�&KULVW�PXVW�KDYH�UHYHUEHUDWHG�LQ�)U��*LXVVDQL¶V�KHDUW�

,Q�WKLV�OHWWHU��0RQWLQL�JDYH�DQ�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�(DVWHU��H[WUDRU-
dinary because it makes us understand how it must involve us. “Easter [is] 
the proclamation of our need for Christ, our life.”��

True friendship 

“The teacher is here and is asking for you.”��
:H�QHHG�WR�JUDVS�WKH�IXOO�LQWHQVLW\�RI�WKHVH�ZRUGV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�GH¿QH�

the substance of Christian community, of the friendship and fraternity 
that are only made possible by the event of Christ and that make us those 

����Saint Ambrose, De virginitate��������
����Giovanni Battista Montini, Omnia nobis est Christus��/HWWHUD�SDVWRUDOH�DOO¶DUFLGLRFHVL�GL�0LODQR�
>3DVWRUDO�OHWWHU�WR�WKH�$UFKGLRFHVH�RI�0LODQ@��4XDUHVLPD������>/HQW�����@�
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³VWUDQJH� SHRSOH´� RI�ZKRP�6RORY\RY¶V� HPSHURU� VSRNH�� WKRVH�ZKR� YDOXH�
QRWKLQJ�DV�PXFK�DV�&KULVW��$V�,�PHQWLRQHG�HDUOLHU��0DUWKD�H[SUHVVHG�HYHU\-
thing, her full encounter with Christ the resurrection and the life in this 
OLQH��³<HV��/RUG��,�KDYH�FRPH�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�<RX�DUH�WKH�0HVVLDK��WKH�6RQ�
of God, the one who is coming into the world.”��

,Q�FDOOLQJ�KHU�VLVWHU�LQ�WKH�ZD\�VKH�GLG��0DUWKD�WUDQVODWHG�KHU�SHUVRQDO�
DFNQRZOHGJPHQW�RI�&KULVW�LQWR�D�QHZ�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KHU�VLVWHU��,W�LV�YHU\�
beautiful to see the correspondence between what she had just told Jesus, 
³,�KDYH�FRPH�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�\RX�DUH�WKH�0HVVLDK��WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG��WKH�RQH�
who is coming into the world,” and what she then went to tell her sister, 
“The teacher is here and is asking for you”; that is, He came for her. Those 
ZKR�UHFRJQL]H�&KULVW�DOLYH�DQG�SUHVHQW�KDYH�D�QHZ�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�HYHU\-
thing, and above all with everyone, beginning with the relationships that 
already form the weft and warp of their lives. 

Andrew immediately demonstrated this same new relationship with his 
brother Simon. “Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who 
heard John and followed Jesus. [They had been together a lifetime; they had 
ZRUNHG�WRJHWKHU��VKDUHG�DOO�RI�HDFK�RWKHU¶V�MR\V�DQG�SDLQV��DUJXHG�DQG�WROG�
HDFK�RWKHU�WR�JR�WR�KHOO�WKRXVDQGV�RI�WLPHV�@�+H�¿UVW�IRXQG�KLV�EURWKHU�6LPRQ�
DQG�WROG�KLP��µ:H�KDYH�IRXQG�WKH�0HVVLDK¶��ZKLFK�LV�WUDQVODWHG�µ$QRLQWHG¶���
Then he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon 
VRQ�RI�-RKQ��\RX�ZLOO�EH�FDOOHG�&HSKDV¶��ZKLFK�LV�WUDQVODWHG�3HWHU��´��

What changes the usual and often worn relationships, damaged by time 
and routine and by the way we take each other for granted, even and above 
all the people we are bonded to by vocation–husbands, wives, children, 
the monks or nuns in your community? What changes these relationships? 
0D\EH�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�,�KDYH�EHFRPH�D�EHWWHU�SHUVRQ��OHVV�XQSOHDVDQW��PRUH�
JHQHURXV��OHVV�ERULQJ"�7KDW�,�KROG�P\�WRQJXH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�FULWLFL]LQJ�DOO�WKH�
time? But often holding your tongue is what allows the mold, if not the poi-
sonous plants, to grow between me and others. No! What changes my rela-
WLRQVKLSV�LV�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�+LP�ZKR�¿OOV�P\�KHDUW� Andrew encountered 
One who responded to all the thirst of his heart, and meeting Peter he real-
L]HG�WKDW�&KULVW�¿OOHG�KLP�VR�PXFK�DQG�KDG�EHFRPH�VR�GHDU�DQG�SUHFLRXV�
DV�WR�¿OO�HYHQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�ZDV�PLVVLQJ�RU�UXLQHG�EHWZHHQ�KLP�DQG�KLV�
gruff older brother. He managed to give Christ to Simon Peter because the 
presence of Jesus was so great and real in his heart that Peter was absorbed 
by it, with all his heart and life, and became another person, so himself as 
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to be another. “‘You are Simon the son of John; you will be called Cephas.” 
,W�ZDV�QRW� WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�QR� ORQJHU�EH�6LPRQ�� VRQ�RI� -RKQ��3HWHU�ZRXOG�
remain himself for better or for worse, even after Pentecost, but he was 
another because the eternal identity he had in front of Christ emerged in 
his life, what he was for Christ, from all eternity and for eternity. And if 
&KULVW�LV�SUHVHQW��ZKDW�,�DP�IRU�+LP�happens��LW�LV�PRUH�PH�WKDQ�P\VHOI��,W�
GH¿QHV�PH�PRUH�WKDQ�DQ\WKLQJ��PRUH�WKDQ�P\VHOI��,I�&KULVW�LV�SUHVHQW��+H�
PDNHV�KDSSHQ�ZKDW�,�DP�IRU�+LP�LQ�+LV�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�PH��,I�,�NHHS�KLP�
SUHVHQW��,�DOORZ�+LP�WR�PDNH�PH�EH�ZKDW�,�DP�IRU�+LP��

“The teacher is here and is asking for you.” Christ transmits Himself 
among us, was transmitted to us and transmits Himself among us in the echo 
of His call that our relationships become new, even the most familiar and 
intimate ones. Christ called Mary, but Martha became for Mary the temporal, 
LQ�WKH�ÀHVK�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�RI�WKH�FDOO�RI�WKH�HWHUQDO��&KULVW�ZDV�SUHVHQW��DQG�
Martha told Mary, “He is here!” Christ called Mary, and Martha told Mary, 
“He is asking for you!” She added nothing, made no comment, interpreted 
QRWKLQJ��+HU�SHUVRQ��ERG\��YRLFH��JD]H��WKH�VRPHZKDW�ODERUHG�WUHPEOH�LQ�KHU�
breath, the sweat on her forehead, her glistening eyes, everything about her 
became the transmission of Christ who was calling her sister. Martha became 
the incarnation of the presence and call of Christ for her sister, of the love of 
Christ, of the love of God for each person.

³$QG�WKH�:RUG�EHFDPH�ÀHVK�DQG�PDGH�+LV�GZHOOLQJ�DPRQJ�XV�´��
The experience of the Virgin Mary immediately after the Annunciation, 

LQ�KHU�JRLQJ�WR�YLVLW�(OL]DEHWK��EHFRPHV�WKH�GDLO\�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKH�HFFOH-
VLDO� FRPPXQLW\�� RI� WKH� &KXUFK�� (OL]DEHWK� UHPDUNHG� RQ� LW� ZLWK� ZRQGHU��
PRYHG�LQ�KHU�RZQ�ÀHVK�DV�D�ZRPDQ�DQG�PRWKHU��³)RU�DW�WKH�PRPHQW�WKH�
sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for 
joy.”�� The presence of Christ is so real among us that we also experience 
it physically.

Not proselytism, but attraction

But the transmission of the presence of Jesus among us is not mechan-
ical. Why? Because it is a transmission between Christ present and the 
freedom of the other. Martha did not go to her sister and say, “Go right 
DZD\��-HVXV�LV�KHUH��'RQ¶W�PLVV�\RXU�FKDQFH�´�1R��VKH�GLG�QRW�SURSRVH�
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Christ like a talisman you have to touch or else you will have bad luck. 
6KH�SURSRVHG�&KULVW�DV�+H�ZKR�¿UVW�SURSRVHV�+LPVHOI� WR�RXU�IUHHGRP��
attracting us to Him with a humble ardor, with His love thirsty for ours, 
WKLUVW\� IRU�RXU�KHDUW�� WKLUVW\� IRU� WKH� WKLUVW�RI�RXU�KHDUW�� ,W�ZDV� WKH�VDPH�
with the Samaritan woman at the well, Zacchaeus, Nicodemus, and the 
JRRG�WKLHI��$V�3RSH�)UDQFLV�DQG�3RSH�%HQHGLFW�ZRXOG�ERWK�VD\��&KULVW�GLG�
not convert these people through proselytism but by attraction, by how 
our freedom is attracted by Christ. Christ attracts our freedom; He does 
not attract us by enticing us through other things, through what would 
interest us or our caprices, but rather through our freedom. This attraction 
proposes steps that respect your questions and hesitations (He spent a 
QLJKW�WDONLQJ�ZLWK�1LFRGHPXV���XQWLO�\RX�\LHOG�QRW�WR�IRUFH�EXW�WR�LQ¿QLWH�
ORYH�� WKH�HYLGHQFH�RI� LQ¿QLWH� ORYH��7KLQN�RI� WKH�SDWLHQFH�RI� WKRVH�ZKR�
generated us in the faith, in the Christian experience, what patience there 
was in waiting for our freedom to grow and say yes! 

Martha went to her sister already permeated by an attraction to Christ. 
,PDJLQH�WKH�EHDXW\�RI�WKH�/RUG��+LV�DWWUDFWLRQ�WR�KHU�KHDUW��ZKHQ�+H�VDLG��
ORRNLQJ�KHU�LQ�WKH�H\HV��³,�DP�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG�WKH�OLIH´����,PDJLQH�WKH�
absolute beauty that icons try to express. He says this as the attractiveness 
RI�*RG�WR�ZRPHQ�DQG�PHQ��+H�GRHV�QRW�VD\�LW�VR�PXFK�WR�GH¿QH�+LPVHOI��
EXW�WR�GH¿QH�+LV�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�XV��WKH�VZD\�RYHU�XV�RI�WKLV�DEVROXWH�EHDX-
W\��,Q�IDFW��+H�DGGHG�ULJKW�DZD\��³:KRHYHU�EHOLHYHV�LQ�PH��HYHQ�LI�KH�GLHV��
ZLOO�OLYH��DQG�HYHU\RQH�ZKR�OLYHV�DQG�EHOLHYHV�LQ�PH�ZLOO�QHYHU�GLH�´����� He 
offers us a life that does not die, that does not die in eternity! This life is Him. 
What can attract us more? Rather, what else can attract us if not this? 

So, testimony, as the substance of true relationships, true friendship, 
true fraternity, as the substance of ecclesial communion, transmits this 
reality to the freedom of the other, proposes this reality from my freedom 
attracted by Christ to the freedom of the other attracted, called, not by me, 
but by Christ. “The teacher is here and is asking for you. [He!]”

,I�ZH�KDG�WKLV�DZDUHQHVV�RI�UHODWLRQVKLSV��WKLV�MXGJPHQW�RQ�RXU�LQVWLQF-
tive disposition in relationships, what a splendid sun our communities 
ZRXOG�EH��HYHQ�WKH�OHDVW��WKH�VPDOOHVW��WKH�FUD]LHVW��LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�D�ZRUOG�
in which attraction and freedom are slaves to each other and thus do not 
EUHDWKH�� FUHDWH� IULHQGVKLS��RU� H[SDQG�DQG�RYHUÀRZ� WKH�KHDUW� DQG� OLIH�� ,Q�
the world, attraction and freedom are fused and thus do not move, do not 
change life. 

����-Q�������
����-Q������E±���



Exercises of the Fraternity

58

Thanks be to God, we have so many positive testimonies to this! What 
a wonder it is that realities like this are spread throughout the Church, in 
WKH�)UDWHUQLW\�� WKH�PRYHPHQWV�� DQG� WKH�RUGHUV��7KLV� LV�KRZ� WKH�&KXUFK�
lives and transforms the world, how the Church is salt and leaven in 
the dough of the world, not so much because we love each other, but 
because we love each other in this way, in a way that can also be seen in 
D�KXVEDQG�DQG�ZLIH¶V�HPEUDFH��WKDW�HPERGLHV�RXU�WHOOLQJ�HDFK�RWKHU��OLNH�
Martha to Mary, Andrew to Peter, the Samaritan woman to the people of 
her city, that Christ is present and is drawing you to Himself, is calling 
your freedom to go to Him, to be the resurrection and life of your life. 
Loving each other in this way makes the Church the salt of the earth and 
the light of the world.

No embrace, friendship, or fraternity is deeper or more intimate than 
this. Why? Because it means that what unites us, what holds us tightly 
WRJHWKHU��DOVR�KXVEDQG�DQG�ZLIH��LV��DV�6DLQW�$XJXVWLQH�VD\V��WKDW�ZKLFK�LV�
most intimate to me of myself, that which is most intimate to you of your-
self, that which is most intimate to us of ourselves, of our intimacy��–the 
IXOOQHVV� IRU�ZKLFK� WKH�KHDUW� LV�PDGH�DQG�VDWLV¿HG�E\�&KULVW��E\�*RG��E\�
God in Christ.

This intensity and profundity in relationships vanquishes death and 
the separation among us that death seems to create, because it is the 
presence of the Risen One, of Him who resurrects us, who is the life of 
life; it is the presence of the Risen One who calls even through death, 
through separation. He who attracts my heart to Himself is the same, 
the same presence, that attracts the beloved to Him in death, through 
death. He who attracts my heart to Himself is the same One who attracts 
WKH� SHUVRQ� ,� ORYH� WR� HWHUQDO� OLIH��Death is the mysterious sign of the 
GH¿QLWLYH�QDWXUH�RI�RXU�YRFDWLRQ��WKH�GH¿QLWLYH�VLJQ�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�QRWK-
ing other than Him to live. And if this is what unites us, if this reality 
is what unites us with the heart and not with the head, then even in the 
pain that the human condition cannot help but produce, the reality is 
WKDW�ZH� ¿QG� RXUVHOYHV� HYHQ�PRUH� XQLWHG� LQ�&KULVW�� LQ� OLIH�� ,W�PD\� EH�
WKDW�,�DP�WKH�RQH�ZKR�VWLOO�KDV�WR�PDNH�D�MRXUQH\�LQ�WKLV�VHQVH�� WKDW�,�
still have to make the journey that Martha made toward Christ and thus 
toward her sister or brother, but the reality is that those who are more in 
the presence of Christ are more present to me than myself, closer to the 
WUXWK�RI�P\�KHDUW�WKDQ�,�DP�P\VHOI��

��� “Interior intimo meo et superior summo meo.” Augustine, Confessions��,,,��������
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The wellspring of the charism

This fraternity that communicates the call of Christ present, the fullness of 
the heart, is both the ad intra and ad extra mission of the Church, of every 
community, of every ecclesial reality. The task of the Church is to live 
WKLV�IUDWHUQLW\��7KLV�IUDWHUQLW\�LV�DOVR�WKH�VXEVWDQFH�RI�HYHU\�FKDULVP��,I�ZH�
UHÀHFW�ZHOO��ZH�VHH�WKDW�HYHU\�HFFOHVLDO�FKDULVP�LV�D�SDUWLFXODU�PRGDOLW\��D�
SDUWLFXODU�LQFDUQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�RI�&KULVW¶V�FDOO�WR�WKH�IUHHGRP�RI�
women and men, so that those it reaches can rise up like Mary of Bethany 
IURP�WKHLU�PXWH�SDLQ�WR�UHDFK�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�5LVHQ�2QH�ZKR�¿OOV�RXU�
life with life. 

Every ecclesial charism is a particularly suitable modality of going 
out, as Martha did to Mary, to tell everyone that the teacher is present and 
is calling us to Himself, so that He can respond to our desire for eternal 
OLIH��)RU�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�LQYROYHG��HYHU\�FKDULVP�LV�WKH�EHDUHU�RI�WKH�IDV-
cination of this call, a fascination because it corresponds to everything 
my heart desires even without knowing it. The charism that God chose 
for you is the one in which this call reaches you with more beauty, con-
FUHWHQHVV��DQG�WUXWK��,W�LV�WKH�RQH�LQ�ZKLFK�WKLV�FDOO�FRQWLQXHV�WR�UHVRXQG�
in you, above all if you follow the method that every charism entails, of 
making this call a constant reminder of the presence of Christ and thus of 
the fullness of the heart, of the presence of Christ, and thus of the resur-
rection and life of your life.

The renewal of a charism is always the return of attention and affec-
tion to this wellspring experience. The source of a great river is not a 
thing of the past but rather a continuing origin; returning there does not 
mean following the river upstream for hundreds or thousands of miles, 
EXW� UHJDLQLQJ� WKH� DZDUHQHVV� WKDW� WKH� ZDWHU� ÀRZLQJ� QRZ�� LQ� WKH� SUHV-
ent moment of your life and community, is always fed by the source, 
HYHQ� LI� LW� LV�DOZD\V�SRVVLEOH� WKDW�GLUW\�ZDWHU�PD\� LQ¿OWUDWH� WKH� ULYHU�RU�
that debris may enter it because we are sinful human beings and we are 
DOZD\V�SHUVHFXWHG��7KH�SUHVHQFH�RI�GLUW\�ZDWHU�RU�GHEULV�LQ�WKH�ÀRZ�RI�
WKH�&KXUFK�KDV�KDSSHQHG�VLQFH�WKH�¿UVW�&KULVWLDQ�FRPPXQLWLHV��%XW�LI�WKH�
ZDWHU�ÀRZV��LW�DOZD\V�FRPHV�IURP�WKH�VRXUFH�DQG�ZH��WRR��DUH�FDOOHG�WR�
³ÀRZ´�QRZ�LQ�WKH�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�ULYHU�ZH�HQWHUHG��ZLWK�WKLV�DZDUHQHVV��
The awareness of the origin, the wellspring, maintained and taken up 
DJDLQ�LQ�WKH�ÀRZLQJ�RI�WKH�ULYHU��DOVR�KHOSV�XV�WR�GLVFHUQ�ZKDW�GRHV�QRW�
FRPH�IURP�WKH�ZHOOVSULQJ��RU�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW��WKDQNV�EH�WR�*RG��WKHUH�
DUH�WULEXWDULHV�WKDW�DUULYH�WR�UHLQIRUFH�WKH�ÀRZ�RI�WKH�ULYHU�ZLWKRXW�PXG-
G\LQJ�WKH�ZDWHU��7KLV�LV�KRZ�WKH�&KXUFK�³ÀRZV´�WKURXJK�WKH�FHQWXULHV��
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as does every charismatic family born within it, be it a movement or an 
ancient order like my own. 

The important thing is not to lose the awareness that every new charism 
LV�EDVLFDOO\�DOZD\V�D�WULEXWDU\�WKDW�FRPHV�WR�UHLQIRUFH�WKH�ÀRZ�RI�WKH�JUHDW�
river of the Church, whose wellspring and origin is the open wound in the 
VLGH�RI�WKH�&UXFL¿HG�2QH��WKH�ZLQG�EORZLQJ�LQ�WKH�&HQDFOH�DW�3HQWHFRVW��
:KHQ� WKH�&KXUFK�UHFRJQL]HV� WKDW�D�FKDULVP�LV�KHUV�� VKH�GRHV�VR�E\�UHF-
RJQL]LQJ�WKDW�WKH�FKDULVP¶V�ÀRZ�LQWR�WKH�JUHDW�ULYHU�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�KDV�WKH�
same wellspring water, the same “living water” of the origin of the Church 
KHUVHOI��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�HYHU\�FKDULVP�DOZD\V�DOORZV�
the Church to verify its faithfulness to the origin of the charism and to 
the Church herself, an origin that ultimately is always and only the Risen 
Christ, the life of the life of the world. 

+RZ�-RKQ�IROORZHG�

)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��ZH�DOZD\V�QHHG�3HWHU¶V�FKDULVP��:H�DOZD\V�QHHG�3HWHU��WR�EH�
FRQ¿UPHG�E\�KLP�LQ�WKH�IDLWK�DQG�LQ�WKH�IDLWKIXOQHVV�WR�WKH�RULJLQ��EHFDXVH�WKH�
RULJLQ�LV�WKH�5LVHQ�2QH��DQG�QRWZLWKVWDQGLQJ�DOO�3HWHU¶V�KHVLWDWLRQV�DQG�KXPDQ�
wretchedness, from the beginning of the Church he has been the privileged 
witness to the resurrection, to the fact that Christ is the life, the resurrection 
and the life of women and men; he is the witness that the Risen One is pres-
ent and that we can encounter and follow Him. Since the origin, since the 
primitive Church, a cry of joy has rung out: “The Lord has truly been raised 
and has appeared to Simon!”�� and the liturgy repeats it. Jesus appeared to the 
ZRPHQ�¿UVW��DQG�+H�DSSHDUHG�WR�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�LQ�(PPDXV��DQG�WR�DOO�WKH�DSRV-
WOHV��HWF���EXW�WKH�XOWLPDWH�JXDUDQWRU�RI�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�ZDV�DERYH�DOO�3HWHU��,W�
LV�DV�LI�DOO�WKH�DSSDULWLRQV�RI�WKH�5LVHQ�2QH�ZHUH�DOO�JXDUDQWHHG��YHUL¿HG��E\�
the apparition to Peter. And all those who received an apparition of the Risen 
One ran to tell him about it (Mary Magdalene, the women, the two disciples 
RI�(PPDXV��HYHU\RQH�UDQ�WR�WHOO�3HWHU���$QG�WRGD\�LW�FRQWLQXHV�WR�EH�VR��$OO�WKH�
manifestation and work of Christ and the Spirit that the Risen One blows on 
the disciples, all the charisms (because charisms are the life of the Risen One 
LQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG�±�HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�FHUWDLQ�LI�3HWHU�FRQ¿UPV�
it with his experience of Christ present and alive. 

7KH�JUHDW�VFHQH�RI�3HWHU¶V�\HV�LQ�-RKQ������±���LV�LQ�HVVHQFH�WKH�LQYHVWL-
ture of Peter in his pastoral charism, rooted in his triple and humble confes-

����/N������
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sion of love for Christ followed by the Risen Christ giving him the mission 
WR�EHFRPH�XQLYHUVDO�VKHSKHUG��³)HHG�P\�ODPEV�´�³7HQG�P\�VKHHS�´�³)HHG�
my sheep.”�� But all this happened between the Risen Christ and Peter; 
it was the work of the Risen One, and it was as the Risen One that Jesus 
asked Peter to follow Him. “You follow me!”�� Jesus had announced the 
primacy of Peter before the resurrection, but it was after the resurrection 
that Jesus consecrated Peter in his mission; that is, He made him what He 
called him to. He made Peter “sweet Christ on earth,”�� as Saint Catherine 
RI�6LHQD�GH¿QHG�WKH�SRSH��WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�5LVHQ�2QH�RQ�HDUWK��WKH�JXDU-
antee of the presence of the Risen One on earth. 

John, perhaps the most “charismatic” of the apostles, the most acute, 
mystical, prophetic, and ardent in love and friendship with Christ, did not 
IHHO�VXSHULRU�EHFDXVH�RI�WKLV��EXW�XQGHUVWRRG�WKDW�LQ�WKH�WHDFKHU¶V�FKRLFH�RI�
the primacy of Peter, there was the sure way to live out his own charisms 
that followed Christ. When they ran to the tomb on Easter morning, John 
DUULYHG�¿UVW�EXW�VWRSSHG�DQG�ZDLWHG�IRU�3HWHU��:K\"�%HFDXVH�KH�ZDQWHG�WR�
enter the tomb following Peter. He wanted to believe within a following, as 
he had learned following Jesus Himself. At the end of his gospel, we see 
that as Jesus walked off with Peter, whom He had asked to follow Him; 
John followed them, that is, he followed Peter who was following Jesus. 
He followed Peter’s sequela, Peter’s following. 

“Peter turned and saw the disciple following whom Jesus loved, the 
one who had also reclined upon His chest during the supper and had said, 
µ0DVWHU��ZKR�LV�WKH�RQH�ZKR�ZLOO�EHWUD\�\RX"¶�:KHQ�3HWHU�VDZ�KLP��KH�VDLG�
WR�-HVXV��µ/RUG��ZKDW�DERXW�KLP"¶�-HVXV�VDLG�WR�KLP��µ:KDW�LI�,�ZDQW�KLP�WR�
UHPDLQ�XQWLO�,�FRPH"�:KDW�FRQFHUQ�LV�LW�RI�\RXUV"�<RX�IROORZ�PH�¶´��

,W�LV�DV�LI�-HVXV�ZDV�VD\LQJ��³'RQ¶W�ZRUU\�DERXW�ZKDW�ZLOO�EHFRPH�RI�
KLP�DQG�KLV�FKDULVP��,¶OO�WDNH�FDUH�RI�HQVXULQJ�WKDW�KLV�FKDULVP�ZLOO�DOZD\V�
EH�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�&KXUFK��XQWLO�WKH�3DURXVLD��,W¶V�VXI¿FLHQW�WKDW�\RX�VHH�WKDW�
he follows you following me. This is enough for his charism, and all the 
Church with it, to be fruitful, to bear fruit for my glory and the salvation 
of the world.” 

%XW�WKH�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJ�IRU�HDFK�RI�XV�LV�WKDW�-RKQ¶V�DWWDFKPHQW�WR�3HWHU�
gave John the possibility of believing, to be solid in his faith in the Risen 
&KULVW��WR�DQVZHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��³'R�\RX�EHOLHYH�WKLV"´�DV�0DUWKD�GLG��QRW�VR�

����-Q������±���
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PXFK�ZLWK�ZRUGV�RI�IDLWK�EXW�ZLWK�D�SRVLWLRQ�RI�KLV�³,´�WKDW�ZDV�VROLG�LQ�LWV�
attachment to the Lord. After John followed Peter into the tomb, he “saw 
and believed.”�� He experienced a grace of faith, the experience of being 
bowled over by the event of the resurrection, of the presence of the Risen 
One, and understood that this grace was linked to his following Peter. So 
from then on, in the appearances of the Risen One, like the one on the Sea 
of Galilee, and in the mission described in the Acts of the Apostles, we 
will always see John following Peter, experiencing together with him the 
Risen One and how Christ is the life of life. His miracles and proclama-
tions were all performed in the context of his attachment to Peter, and this 
LQ�WXUQ�ZRXOG�DOORZ�-RKQ�DQG�KLV�FKDULVP�WR�PDNH�3HWHU¶V�PLQLVWU\�PRUH�
IUXLWIXO��WR�KHOS�KLP�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�5LVHQ�2QH��DV�ZKHQ�-RKQ�WROG�KLP��³,W¶V�
the Lord!”���DIWHU�WKH�PLUDFXORXV�KDXO�RI�¿VK��$QG�KHUH�Peter obeyed the 
charism of John��EHFDXVH�-RKQ�KHOSHG�KLP�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�5LVHQ�2QH�SUHV-
HQW��WR�ZKRP�3HWHU�ZHQW�¿UVW��WKURZLQJ�KLPVHOI�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU�VR�WKDW�DOO�WKH�
others could follow him, still and always, to Jesus. 

,�VD\�WKLV�EHFDXVH�WU\LQJ�WR�LPDJLQH�DQG�UHOLYH�WKH�*RVSHO�VFHQHV�KHOSV�
us to situate our lives, what happens to us and the circumstances we expe-
rience, everything, within the event of the Risen Christ. This is not just an 
exercise of our imagination or a waking dream because in the Church, the 
sacraments and the Gospel of the Risen Christ remain present events, and 
thus encounterable in a real way, events we can conform to and become 
RQH�ZLWK�LQ�D�UHDO�ZD\��WKXV�¿QGLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�OLIH��D�ULJKW�SRVLWLRQ�
that, insofar as it introduces us to the event of the paschal Christ, is a glad, 
certain, fruitful position full of peace and fondness for all of humanity, a 
humanity anxious for the announcement that the Risen One is here and 
calls everyone to salvation in communion with Him, the life of life and the 
PHUF\�RI�WKH�)DWKHU��

What overcomes the tempest and shipwreck

The last scenes of the Acts of the Apostles, written wonderfully by Saint 
/XNH��QDUUDWH�3DXO¶V� MRXUQH\� WR�5RPH�DQG�KLV�DUULYDO� LQ� WKH�HWHUQDO�FLW\��
where he would pass two years under house arrest waiting for his case to 
be brought before the imperial tribunal. The last scene referencing Paul in 
$FWV�LV�VXPPDUL]HG�LQ�WZR�YHUVHV��³+H�UHPDLQHG�IRU�WZR�IXOO�\HDUV�LQ�KLV�
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lodgings. He received all who came to him, and with complete assurance 
and without hindrance he proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught about 
the Lord Jesus Christ.”��

7KRXJK� 3DXO� ZDV� FRQ¿QHG� DQG� ZDLWLQJ� IRU� MXGJPHQW�� SHUVHFXWHG�
by the Jews and prey to the slowness of Roman bureaucracy–not much 
has improved in two thousand years!–he was a free man, free to receive 
everyone and bear witness to the event of Christ that had bowled over 
his existence. Paul was free from fear. He could not move about the city, 
but nothing chained his desire to transmit the meaning of life that he had 
encountered, the meaning of life that also gave meaning to suffering and 
GHDWK��$OO�RI�3DXO¶V�IUHHGRP�ZDV�LQ�KLV�KHDUW��ZKLFK�FRQVLVWHG�RI�IDLWK��
hope, and love, the possession of which only requires a poor heart that 
does not claim to own anything without receiving it from God. Paul was 
free because he needed nothing other than Christ, and Christ was with 
+LP��OLYHG�LQ�+LP��7R�XVH�0RQWLQL¶V�ZRUGV��KH�ZHOFRPHG�(DVWHU�DV�³WKH�
proclamation of our need for Christ, our life.”

,� WKLQN�RI� WKH� WHVWLPRQ\�RI�PDQ\�ZRPHQ� DQG�PHQ�ZKRVH� IDLWK� DQG�
attachment to Christ have been victorious in the midst of violent waves 
that were destroying everything, with the position of their hearts, the sub-
VWDQFHV�RI�WKHLU�³,�´�HQWLUHO\�JURXQGHG�LQ�&KULVW��

,Q� WKHVH� VFHQHV��3DXO� UHPLQGV�PH�RI� WKH�JUHDW� VDLQWV�ZH�DUH� OHDUQLQJ�
about; for example, Cardinal Van Thuán in his years of prison, or Takashi 
Nagai, the Japanese doctor of Nagasaki whose autobiography about the 
\HDUV�EHIRUH�WKH�ERPE�ZLOO��,�KRSH��FRPH�RXW�VRRQ�LQ�,WDOLDQ��Ciò che non 
muore mai >:KDW�QHYHU�GLHV@��EHFDXVH�WKHUH�\RX�FDQ�VHH�WKH�WHVWLPRQ\�RI�D�
PDQ�ZKRVH�OLIH�LV�&KULVW��RQO\�&KULVW���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKHUH�DUH�KLV�YHU\�EHDXWL-
IXO�UHÀHFWLRQV�ZULWWHQ�IURP�KLV�VKDFN�DIWHU�1DJDVDNL�KDG�EHHQ�GHVWUR\HG�E\�
WKH�ERPE���(YHQ�ZKHQ�KH�KDG�ORVW�HYHU\WKLQJ��ZKHQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�KDG�EHHQ�
GHVWUR\HG��KH�ZDV�OLNH�D�OLWWOH�SODQW�WKDW�ÀRZHUV�DJDLQ��DQG�ZLWK�KLV�IDLWK�LQ�
Christ he began a new life, not only for himself but for everyone. 

This scene of the stability of the apostle Paul in his house in Rome 
was almost immediately preceded by a tragic experience, a terrible 
journey. Sailing from Caesarea to Rome, Paul was shipwrecked in the 
0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�� /XNH� ZDV� ZLWK� KLP� DQG� RIIHUV� XV� D� ¿UVW�SHUVRQ� SOXUDO�
chronicle to match any of the most attentive reporters, and maybe also 
the best adventure novelists. 

The story of this shipwreck is not only a sublime page of literature and 
documentation of the art of navigation in the Greco-Roman era, but also 

����$FWV������±���
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a page of sacred scripture that announces a perspective of faith on history 
and its tragedies that enables us to better interpret and live what we are 
experiencing today in our lives and in every sphere, and to receive light to 
orient us for living every experience as an opportunity for growth in what 
is truly of worth in human life. 

While the ship was being driven by the storm and then when it wrecked 
near the island of Malta, Paul, even though he was a prisoner, dominated 
the whole situation and became a kind of director of the salvation of every-
one��,¶OO�UHDG�\RX�WKLV�SDJH��ZKLFK�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�D�UHVW�IURP�\RXU�HIIRUW�RI�
listening attentively to me, and also because it is an adventure story, but 
above all because it is very rich and speaks to us of the present time.

“We were being pounded by the storm so violently that the next day 
they jettisoned some cargo, and on the third day with their own hands they 
WKUHZ�HYHQ�WKH�VKLS¶V�WDFNOH�RYHUERDUG��1HLWKHU�WKH�VXQ�QRU�WKH�VWDUV�ZHUH�
YLVLEOH�IRU�PDQ\�GD\V��DQG�QR�VPDOO�VWRUP�UDJHG��)LQDOO\��DOO�KRSH�RI�RXU�
surviving was taken away. When many would no longer eat, Paul stood 
among them and said, ‘Men, you should have taken my advice and not 
have set sail from Crete and you would have avoided this disastrous loss 
>KHUH�KH¶V�D�ELW�OLNH�D�0DUWKD�RI�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�@��,�XUJH�\RX�QRZ�WR�NHHS�XS�
\RXU�FRXUDJH��QRW�RQH�RI�\RX�ZLOO�EH�ORVW��RQO\�WKH�VKLS��)RU�ODVW�QLJKW�DQ�
DQJHO�RI� WKH�*RG�WR�ZKRP�,�EHORQJ�DQG�ZKRP�,�VHUYH�VWRRG�E\�PH�DQG�
VDLG��µ'R�QRW�EH�DIUDLG��3DXO��<RX�DUH�GHVWLQHG�WR�VWDQG�EHIRUH�&DHVDU��DQG�
behold, for your sake, God has granted safety to all who are sailing with 
\RX�¶�7KHUHIRUH��NHHS�XS�\RXU�FRXUDJH��PHQ��,�WUXVW�LQ�*RG�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�WXUQ�
RXW�DV�,�KDYH�EHHQ�WROG��:H�DUH�GHVWLQHG�WR�UXQ�DJURXQG�RQ�VRPH�LVODQG�¶�2Q�
the fourteenth night, as we were still being driven about on the Adriatic Sea, 
toward midnight the sailors began to suspect that they were nearing land. 
They took soundings and found twenty fathoms; a little farther on, they 
DJDLQ�WRRN�VRXQGLQJV�DQG�IRXQG�¿IWHHQ�IDWKRPV��)HDULQJ�WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�UXQ�
aground on a rocky coast, they dropped four anchors from the stern and 
prayed for day to come. The sailors then tried to abandon ship; they low-
ered the dinghy to the sea on the pretext of going to lay out anchors from 
the bow. But Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, ‘Unless these men 
VWD\�ZLWK�WKH�VKLS��\RX�FDQQRW�EH�VDYHG�¶�6R�WKH�VROGLHUV�FXW�WKH�URSHV�RI�
the dinghy and set it adrift. Until the day began to dawn, Paul kept urging 
all to take some food. He said, ‘Today is the fourteenth day that you have 
EHHQ�ZDLWLQJ��JRLQJ�KXQJU\�DQG�HDWLQJ�QRWKLQJ��,�XUJH�\RX�� WKHUHIRUH�� WR�
take some food; it will help you survive. Not a hair of the head of anyone 
RI�\RX�ZLOO�EH�ORVW�¶�:KHQ�KH�VDLG�WKLV��KH�WRRN�EUHDG��JDYH�WKDQNV�WR�*RG�
in front of them all, broke it, and began to eat. They were all encouraged, 
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and took some food themselves. In all, there were two hundred seventy-six 
of us on the ship.”83

We should meditate on this scene, thinking of our own shipwrecks, the 
shipwrecks of our time, from the pandemic to the war in Ukraine, with all 
of the political, economic, social, psychological, and also religious chaos 
it is provoking in the world. We should meditate on this scene, thinking of 
the more personal, or familial, or community shipwrecks we are involved 
in or that involve our loved ones and friends.

The ship Paul was traveling on symbolizes the world and the society 
LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�¿QG�RXUVHOYHV��WUDYHOLQJ�WRZDUG�WKH�GHVWLQ\�IRUHVHHQ�IRU�HDFK�
of us. And Paul realized, it was revealed to him, that all these traveling 
companions were not unimportant to his personal destiny, to the journey 
of his life following Christ. It was revealed to him that God would save all 
of them with him, that He would not save him without these people, who 
were totally ignorant and unaware of Christ. Paul realized that in order 
to save everyone, the Lord had Paul follow Him onto this ship that was 
now in danger of shipwreck. Paul understood that he had to communicate 
his certainty to everyone, communicate to everyone that he was certain 
because he was attached to Christ and he was sensitive to his shipmates’ 
need for life and their hunger, because his hunger was sated by Christ pres-
ent, because his heart was sated by the one Bread of Life that we truly need. 

Paul did not preach a powerful sermon to convert those sailors who 
were desperate for life. Paul clung to the presence of Him who is all of his 
VXEVWDQFH��DQG�KH�ZDV�WUDQTXLO�DQG�JODG��ZLWKRXW�D�ÀLFNHU�RI�IHDU��EHFDXVH�
Jesus was enough for him, the Risen One who had given Himself for Paul 
to the point of dying for him and for everyone, becoming Body and Blood 
to eat and drink, in the midst of the long and terrible storm, to nourish our 
life with His life.

But in living this, Paul realized with a wonder that cannot be gotten 
used to, that in sating him, Christ was sating everyone, and in saving him, 
Christ was saving everyone. Christ, the life of his life, precisely because He 
is the life of his life, is the life of everyone. 

And there is not one person on earth who is not, forever, a sibling!
Let’s listen to the Regina Caeli sung by the choir.

83 Acts 27:18–37.
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Sunday, May 1, morning
During entrance and exit:

Nikolaj Rimskij-Korsakov, Russian Easter Festival, op. 36
Ernest Ansermet–L’Orchestre de la Suisse Romande

Spirto gentil n. 29, (Decca) Universal 

Angelus

Morning Prayer

Q�assembly

Davide Prosperi��:H�KDYH�UHDFKHG�WKH�HQG��WKH�¿QDO�DFW�RI�WKLV�JHVWXUH�
RI�WKH�6SLULWXDO�([HUFLVHV��ZKLFK�,�PXVW�VD\�KDYH�WUXO\�EHHQ�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�
be grateful for because of the moment we are going through and the ques-
WLRQV�ZH�KDYH��,Q�IDFW��WKH�ZRUG�³JUDWLWXGH´�GRPLQDWHV�WKH�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WKDW�
DUULYHG�E\�HPDLO�ODVW�QLJKW��JUDWLWXGH�IRU�WKH�WHVWLPRQ\�RI�)U��0DXUR��JUDWLWXGH�
for these Spiritual Exercises, gratitude for still being together, gratitude that 
the Movement still exists. This is not something to be taken for granted; all 
WKLV�H[LVWV�EHFDXVH�*RG�ZDQWV�LW�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�H[LVW��,I�+H�GLG�QRW�ZDQW�LW�WR�
exist, there would no longer be any of this. We have arrived here today (as 
ZH�VDLG�WKH�¿UVW�HYHQLQJ��ZLWK�PDQ\�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�ZRUULHV�RI�ERWK�D�SHUVRQDO�
and community nature, about the life of the Movement, the current situation 
we are going through, the world, the war, the pain and suffering, but what 
KDV�KDSSHQHG��ZKDW�ZH�KDYH�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�KDV�¿OOHG�DOO�RI�WKH�VSDFH�RI�RXU�
hearts, crushing all the rest into a corner, or rather, throwing a new, unexpect-
ed light on all the rest, and, at least for me, calming it. 

,Q�WKLV�UHJDUG��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�EULQJ�XS�DJDLQ�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�)U��0DXUR�VDLG�
\HVWHUGD\�PRUQLQJ��³µ,�DP�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG�WKH�OLIH��ZKRHYHU�EHOLHYHV�LQ�
me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
QHYHU�GLH�¶�7KLV��RQO\�WKLV��LV�ZKDW�ZH�QHHG��ZKDW�HYHU\RQH�QHHGV��7KLV�LV�WKH�
only thing necessary. We need a life that raises us from the dead, from every 
death, from every face that death and evil take on in our personal life, family, 
community, and the entire world. All the rest is a thousand things that worry 
us and make us anxious without being necessary, because they never respond 
to the true need of the heart, of every heart.”��

�����6HH�DERYH�����
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6R�WKHQ��OHW¶V�DVN�RXUVHOYHV��DV�,�KDYH�DVNHG�P\VHOI��ZK\�WKLV�KDSSHQHG��
Why could it happen? What does this testimony given us consist of?

7KHUH¶V�DQ�DI¿UPDWLRQ�E\�3pJX\�WKDW�H[SUHVVHV�WKH�SRLQW�ZHOO��³:KHQ�WKH�
student does nothing but repeat not the same resonance, but a poor repe-
WLWLRQ�RI�WKH�PDVWHU¶V�WKRXJKW��ZKHQ�WKH�VWXGHQW�LV�QR�PRUH�WKDQ�D�VWXGHQW��
even though he be the best of all, he will never generate anything. A student 
does not begin to create unless he introduces a new resonance (in other 
ZRUGV�XQOHVV�KH�LV�QR�ORQJHU�D�VWXGHQW���1RW�WKDW�KH�VKRXOG�QRW�KDYH�D�PDV-
ter, but one must descend from the other by the natural ways of fathering, 
not by the scholastic ways of discipleship.”�� 

,Q������*LXVVDQL�FRPPHQWHG�RQ�WKLV�SDVVDJH�E\�3pJX\�ZLWK�WKHVH�ZRUGV��
“This is the need of a true companionship, so that it be the source of mis-
sion throughout the whole world–not discipleship, not repetition, but son-
ship. The introduction of a new reverberation, a new resonance is proper 
WR�D�VRQ��ZKR�KDV�WKH�IDWKHU¶V�RZQ�QDWXUH��+H�KDV�WKH�VDPH�QDWXUH�DV�WKH�
father, the same stock, but he is a new reality. So much so that he can do 
better than the father, and the father can look with delight on the son who 
has become greater than he is. But what the son does is greater precisely 
LQDVPXFK�DV�KH�EHWWHU�UHDOL]HV�ZKDW�KH�KDV�VHHQ�DQG�KHDUG�IURP�WKH�IDWKHU��
Therefore, for the living, organic nature of the Christian companionship 
WKHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�PRUH�FRQWUDGLFWRU\�WKDQ��RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG�WKH�DI¿UPDWLRQ�
RI�RQH¶V�RZQ�RSLQLRQ��RI�RQH¶V�RZQ�PHDVXUH��RU�RQH¶V�RZQ�ZD\�RI�IHHOLQJ�
DV�WKH�XOWLPDWH�FULWHULRQ��DQG�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG�SXUH�UHSHWLWLRQ��,W�LV�IDWKHU-
ing that generates. The blood of one, the father, passes into the heart of the 
RWKHU��WKH�VRQ��DQG�JHQHUDWHV�D�QHZ�FDSDFLW\�IRU�UHDOL]DWLRQ��7KXV��WKH�JUHDW�
Mystery of His Presence multiplies and spreads, so that all may see Him 
and give glory to God.”�� 

:HOO��,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�LQ�WKHVH�GD\V�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKLV�
H[SHULHQFH��ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�EH�FKLOGUHQ��)RU�WKLV��ZH�WKDQN�\RX�

A great many questions have arrived, and we have chosen some of those 
asked most often.

“Only one thing matters. And yet continually this one thing remains in 
the background, forgotten and thus in the end little-loved, little-known, and 
sometimes doubted. How can we allow the presence to become familiar, 
present, true, concretely nourishing life?”

�����&KDUOHV�3pJX\��Cahiers��9,,,��;,��)HEUXDU\����������(QJOLVK�WUDQVODWLRQ�WDNHQ�IURP�/XLJL�*LXV-
sani, Stefano Alberto, and Javier Prades, Generating Traces in the History of the World (Montreal: 
0F*LOO�4XHHQV�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV������������
�����Luigi Giussani, L’avvenimento cristiano >7KH�&KULVWLDQ�HYHQW@��0LODQ��%XU�������������(QJOLVK�
translation taken from Giussani, Alberto, and Prades, Generating Traces, ���
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³,I�&KULVW�LV�HQRXJK��ZKDW�LV�DOO�WKH�UHVW"�+XQJHU��GHVLUH��ZRUN��SROLWLFV��
passion, sentiments, war: What are all of these things?” 

Fr. Mauro-Giuseppe Lepori. How does the presence become famil-
LDU"�,�WKLQN�RI�WKH�ZHGGLQJ�DW�&DQD��WR�ZKLFK�WKH\�LQYLWHG�-HVXV�DV�ZHOO��
There is an invitation to enter into our family life, into the familiarity 
RI�RXU�OLIH��DQG�-HVXV¶V�FRPLQJ��ZKLFK�LV�FHUWDLQ��LV�DOVR�WKH�IUXLW�RI�WKH�
freedom of those who invite Him, but it is something gratuitous. They did 
not really know whom they were inviting when they invited Jesus to the 
wedding, but if He had not come the wine would have run out, the water 
would have remained water, and the family life of that couple, our family 
life, our everyday life would have remained what it is, a reality that runs 
RXW�� ,W� LV� UHDOO\� LPSRUWDQW� WR� UHDOL]H� WKDW�&KULVW� OHWV�+LPVHOI�EH� LQYLWHG�
ZLWK�H[WUHPH�HDVLQHVV��LW�LV�HDVLHU�WR�LQYLWH�+LP�WKDQ�WKH�DEERW�JHQHUDO���
because He is already at the door. We invite Him but He is already at the 
door of our life, knocking–He is already here. All that is needed is the yes 
of a freedom that says to Him, “Come in!” (“Come in, move along!”�� as 
ZDV�VDLG�LQ�WKH�VRQJ�HDUOLHU���EXW�WKLV�³FRPH�LQ´�LV�VDLG�WR�&KULVW��³&RPH�
LQ��SOHDVH�´�$OO�WKDW�LV�QHHGHG�LV�WKLV�\HV��,I�+LV�SUHVHQFH�KDG�WR�EHFRPH�
familiar to us in a more complicated way than saying to Him, “Come 
LQ�´�ZH�ZRXOG�EHWUD\�WKH�JUDWXLWRXV�QDWXUH�RI�WKLV�SUHVHQFH��,QVWHDG��LW�LV�
absolutely gratuitous.

³,I�&KULVW�LV�HQRXJK��ZKDW�LV�DOO�WKH�UHVW"�+XQJHU��GHVLUH��ZRUN��SROLWLFV��
passion, sentiments, war: What are all these things?” All of this is longing 
for Christ, all of this is the concrete face of a cry, of the need for Him, the 
thirst for Him, the emptiness in life if He is not there. So, in embracing 
&KULVW�,�DP�QRW�UHQRXQFLQJ�DOO�RI�WKHVH�WKLQJV��,�DP�QRW�VD\LQJ�WKDW�DOO�RI�
WKLV�LV�QRWKLQJ��,�DP�DI¿UPLQJ�HYHQ�PRUH�WKDW�DOO�RI�WKLV�WUXO\�ZDQWV�WR�EH�
IXOO�RI�UHDOLW\��,I�,�GR�QRW�HPEUDFH�&KULVW�� LI�,�GR�QRW� OHW�&KULVW�HQWHU�P\�
house, my house remains empty as a home, and nothing has meaning any 
more, not the table, not the chair, nothing. Acknowledging that all of this 
is reaching out to Him makes every instant of our daily life the place of the 
YHUL¿FDWLRQ�RI�+LV�SUHVHQFH��WKDW�+H�LV�SUHVHQW��

Prosperi. “You said that there was unity among the disciples because 
Christ is everything for the human heart. At times in the community, the 
GHVLUH�IRU�XQLW\�ULVNV�EHLQJ�WKHRUL]HG�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�WR�DWWDLQ�
and build with our own efforts and strength, neglecting the happening of 

����)DEUL]LR��³=RW´��)HUUDUL��³$YDQWL��)RU]D�´
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Christ, and thus living the encounter with others and their experience in a 
lukewarm way.”

Lepori. We really have to accept the fact that our unity is the work of 
6RPHRQH��RI�D�SUHVHQFH��,W�LV�QRW�VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�EXLOG�DPRQJ�RXUVHOYHV��OLNH�
a bridge; it is not a pact among us, but it is generated by Someone. This is 
everything in the experience of the Church and also in the experience of ecu-
PHQLVP��UHDOL]LQJ�DQHZ�WKDW�ZH�DUH�QRW�WKH�RQHV�ZKR�EXLOG�RXU�XQLW\��EXW�WKDW�
LW�KDSSHQV�LI�ZH�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�+H�LV�LQ�RXU�PLGVW��WKDW�+H�LV�KHUH�

This holds for everything–we do not have to build the presence of 
&KULVW��MXVW�UHFRJQL]H�LW��:KHQ�0RWKHU�7HUHVD�VDLG�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�WR�UHF-
RJQL]H�&KULVW� LQ� WKH�SRRU�� VKH�ZDV�QRW� VD\LQJ� LW� LQ� WKH� VHQVH� WKDW� \RX�
have to make an effort of will to tell yourself, ‘This person in rags or 
WKDW�OHSHU�LV�&KULVW�¶�EXW�\RX�QHHG�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�&KULVW�LV�LQ�WKH�SRRU��
manifests Himself in the poor, comes to us in the poor and in every sister 
DQG�EURWKHU��7KLV�FUHDWHV�DQ�LQ¿QLWH�XQLW\�ZLWK�HYHU\RQH�DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�
EHFDXVH�ZKDW�,�UHFRJQL]H�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�LV�+LP�ZKRP�,�WUXO\�QHHG��6DLQW�
Benedict said, “When pilgrims or poor people arrive, the monks should 
meet them and adore Christ in them”;���WKDW�LV��UHFRJQL]H�+LP�DV�SUHVHQW�
LQ� WKH�RWKHU�� UHFRJQL]H� WKDW�+H�FRPHV�� WKDW�+H� LV� WKHUH�� WKDW� WKLV� LV� DQ�
ontological reality. This is what makes everything, that makes all of the 
VXEVWDQFH�RI�FKDULW\�DQG�FRPPXQLRQ��WKDW�LV��UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKDW�WKH�SUHV-
HQFH�RI�&KULVW�LV�RQWRORJLFDO�DQG�WKDW�,�DP�QRW�FDOOHG�WR�HYRNH�+LP�OLNH�
D�VSLULW��EXW�WR�UHFRJQL]H�+LV�SUHVHQFH�DV�SUHVHQW��DQG�LQ�UHFRJQL]LQJ�LW��
manifest it. 

Prosperi��³<RX�GH¿QHG�VLOHQFH�DV�WKH�PDLQ�URDG�IRU�IDFLQJ�WKH�GLVRUGHU�
of our lives. What does it mean for someone to observe silence daily? How 
can we laypeople, immersed in the world up to our necks, learn this prac-
tice so we, too, can listen to the teacher who speaks to us?”

Lepori��2EVHUYLQJ�VLOHQFH�¿UVW�RI�DOO�PHDQV�UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKDW�ZH�GR�QRW�
make silence–it is created by Christ speaking to us. Since there is only one 
word worth listening to (as it says in The Imitation of Christ�� ³,Q� D�ZRUG�
there is everything, and everything expresses just one word.”�����,�REVHUYH�

����Rule of St. Benedict������±��
����“Ex uno Verbo omnia et unum loquuntur omnia, et hoc est Principium quod et loquitur nobis.” 
�³)URP�RQH�ZRUG�HYHU\WKLQJ��DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�FULHV�RQH�:RUG�DORQH��7KLV�:RUG�LV�WKH�3ULQFLSOH�WKDW�
VSHDNV�ZLWKLQ�XV�´��7KRPDV�i�.HPSLV��The Imitation of Christ��%RRN�2QH�������
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VLOHQFH��,I�,�NQRZ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�RQO\�RQH�WKLQJ�,�PXVW�OLVWHQ�WR��,�WHQG�P\�HDU�WR�
listen only to it, and this is silence.

,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�HYHU\�YRFDWLRQ��HYHU\�IRUP�RI�OLIH�PXVW�¿QG�DQG�OLYH�LWV�
form of silence, its form of listening to Christ, and also its discipline of lis-
tening to Christ. Each of us should ask ourselves, “What helps me to listen 
to Christ always? What is that gesture, that moment, that discipline through 
ZKLFK�,�OHDUQ�DOZD\V�WR�UHPDLQ�RSHQ��RU�WR�FRQWLQXDOO\�FRPH�EDFN�IURP�P\�
GLVWUDFWLRQ��P\�QRLVH��P\�FKDWWHU��HYHU\WKLQJ"´�,W�LV�WKH�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�+LP��
WR�+LP�ZKR�LV�KHUH�DQG�VSHDNV�WR�PH��³,�DP�+H��WKH�RQH�ZKR�LV�VSHDNLQJ�
with you,”�� Jesus said to the Samaritan woman at the well. Archbishop 
)LOLSSR� 6DQWRUR� VSRNH� WR� \RX� DERXW� GRLQJ� WHQ�PLQXWHV� D� GD\� RI� 6FKRRO�
of Community–maybe this is exactly the yes to the word and the silence 
that is asked of those who live in the world, of laypeople. Members of the 
0HPRUHV�'RPLQL�DUH�DVNHG�WR�REVHUYH�DQ�KRXU�RI�VLOHQFH�D�GD\��DQG�PRQNV�
maybe all day long, but it is the same thing, identically the same. The goal 
LV�QRW�WR�EH�VLOHQW±WKH�JRDO�LV�WR�OLYH��OLVWHQLQJ�WR�&KULVW��1RZDGD\V�,�DOPRVW�
never live consistently in a monastery with all the silence it entails and all 
WKH�GLVFLSOLQH�RI�VLOHQFH�WKDW�LW�RIIHUV��EXW�,�UHDOL]H�WKDW�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH�,�KDYH�
FXOWLYDWHG�VLQFH�,�ZDV�D�QRYLFH�DQG�D�\RXQJ�PRQN��DQG�WKHQ�IRU�WZHQW\�VL[�
\HDUV�LQ�P\�PRQDVWHU\��DFFRPSDQLHV�PH��DQG�WKDW�,�OLVWHQ�WR�&KULVW�HYHQ�
in the midst of the noise of trips, of airports, because it is a need of mine. 
Those who have listened to just one word of Christ that truly comes from 
+LP�FDQQRW�KHOS�EXW�\HDUQ�WR�KHDU�+LP�VSHDN�DJDLQ��³,�WKLQN�,�FRXOG�QR�
ORQJHU�OLYH�LI�,�QR�ORQJHU�KHDUG�+LP�VSHDN�´�� 

This creates silence, and we need it! We do not need silence–we need 
Christ to speak to us!

Prosperi. “Martha made a journey of awareness, a task within herself that 
caused the growth of her humanity in the certainty of Christ as the answer to 
KHU�QHHG��:KDW�DUH�WKH�VWHSV�RI�WKLV�MRXUQH\"�:KDW�LV�WKLV�WDVN"�,I�WKH�JURZWK�
RI�RQH¶V�KXPDQLW\�KDSSHQV�RYHU�WLPH��KRZ�FDQ�,�EH�VXUH�,�DP�GRLQJ�WKLV�ZRUN�
and not still following myself?”

³,Q�\RXU�OHVVRQV��\RX�VWUHVVHG�KRZ�FUXFLDO�LW�ZDV�IRU�0DUWKD��0DU\��DQG�
/D]DUXV�WR�YHULI\�WKH�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�DQG�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�-HVXV��&DQ�\RX�H[SODLQ�
IRU�PH�WKH�WHUPV�RI�WKLV�YHUL¿FDWLRQ"�:KDW�GRHV�LW�FRQVLVW�RI"´

����-Q������
�����Johann Adam Möhler, L’unità nella Chiesa, cioè il principio del cattolicesimo nello spirito dei 
Padri della Chiesa dei primi tre secoli [Unity in the Church, that is, the principle of Catholicism 
LQ�WKH�VSLULW�RI�WKH�)DWKHUV�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�RI�WKH�¿UVW�WKUHH�FHQWXULHV@��5RPH��&LWWj�1XRYD�(GLWULFH��
�����������2XU�WUDQVODWLRQ�
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Lepori��,�ZRXOG�VD\�WKDW�WR�PDNH�0DUWKD¶V�MRXUQH\�\RX�MXVW�QHHG�WR�
ask yourself about what you do with the dissatisfaction you feel in every-
WKLQJ��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�WKLQJV�\RX�GR�WKDW�IXO¿OO�\RXU�H[SHFWDWLRQ�IRU�VDW-
LVIDFWLRQ�IRU�D�ZKLOH�EXW�WKDW�DOZD\V��DOZD\V��VKRZ�WKDW�³LW¶V�QRW�IRU�WKLV��
LW¶V�QRW�IRU�WKLV�´�DV�LQ�WKH�SRHP�E\�5HERUD��� What are we doing with the 
daily dissatisfaction that we feel in everything, in all our relationships, 
LQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZH�GR"�'R�ZH�GUDJ�LW�LQWR�D�FRQWLQXDO�FRPSODLQW�WKDW�GRPL-
nates our life, or do we make it into an entreaty, make it a place of silence 
LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�YHULI\�WKDW�DQ�2WKHU�¿OOV�P\�OLIH��WKDW�,�QHHG�VRPHWKLQJ�QHZ�
to happen?” Well, the dissatisfaction becomes a teacher if it makes us 
DVN��LI�OLIH�EHFRPHV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�HQWUHDW\��,�LPDJLQH�WKDW�IURP�WKDW�GD\�RQ��
HYHU\�WLPH�0DUWKD�IHOW�GLVVDWLV¿HG�DERXW�ZKDW�VKH�ZDV�RU�KRZ�WKH�RWKHUV�
were or what her life situation was, she stopped herself suddenly and said 
WR�KHUVHOI��³1R��QRZ�,¶YH�VHHQ�WKDW�FRPSODLQLQJ�LV�QRW�D�JRRG�XVH�RI�P\�
GLVVDWLVIDFWLRQ�´�&RPSODLQLQJ�GRHV�QRW�FRUUHVSRQG�WR�PH��,W�RQO\�PDNHV�
the dissatisfaction drag on, and we are not made for dissatisfaction–we 
DUH�PDGH�IRU�KDSSLQHVV��,�DP�VXUH�WKDW�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�DQG�HQWUHDW\�WR�&KULVW�
immediately happened again in her. “Lord, You are here. Call me. Speak 
to me Your words again. Show me again that You alone are necessary for 
me!” And so the dissatisfaction becomes a journey. The structural limit 
of our life becomes the ladder, the steps of our ascesis. As Benedict said, 
the ladder of humility is built on the rungs of our humanity, so one rises 
WRZDUG�*RG�RQ�WKH�UXQJV�RI�RQH¶V�RZQ�KXPDQLW\��ZKLFK�LV�DOZD\V�LQVXI-
¿FLHQW�E\�LWVHOI��WKDQNV�EH�WR�*RG�

³,Q� \RXU� OHVVRQV�� \RX� VWUHVVHG� KRZ� FUXFLDO� LW�ZDV� IRU�0DUWKD��0DU\��
DQG�/D]DUXV� WR�YHULI\� WKH�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�-HVXV�DQG�+LV�ZRUGV��&DQ�\RX�
H[SODLQ�IRU�PH�WKH� WHUPV�RI� WKLV�YHUL¿FDWLRQ"´�7KH�FRPPXQLW\�KHOSV�PH�
DQG�EHFRPHV�D�SODFH�RI�YHUL¿FDWLRQ�LI�LW�FRQVWDQWO\�UHSHDWV�IRU�PH�0DUWKD¶V�
message to Mary: “The teacher is here and is asking for you.” We need 
the community objectively as a place where there is always someone who 
UHPLQGV�PH�RI�WKLV��VRPHRQH�ZKR��ZKHQ�,�FRPSODLQ�DQG�DP�ORVW�DQG�DP�
wasting my life, makes me remember that instead the thing my heart desires 
is truly present. The community is the sign that this presence is ontological 
EHFDXVH�LW�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�RWKHU�WKDQ�PH��LW�UHPLQGV�PH�WKDW�,�DP�QRW�WKH�RQH�
who creates what is necessary for me. Christ is necessary for me, but He 
LV�JLYHQ�WR�PH�ZLWKLQ�DQ�REMHFWLYH�VLJQ�RI�ÀHVK��-HVXV�GHFLGHG�RQ�WKLV�ZD\�
VR�DV�WR�JLYH�XV�WKH�REMHFWLYH�VLJQ�RI�+LV�UHDO�SUHVHQFH��,I�,�OLYH�WKH�FRP-

�����Clemente Rebora,“Sacchi a terra per gli occhi” [Sacks of earth for the eyes], in Le Poesie [Po-
HPV@�������2XU�WUDQVODWLRQ�
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munity and my relationship with others in this way, this relationship itself 
EHFRPHV�D�YHUL¿FDWLRQ�WKDW�&KULVW�¿OOV�WKH�KHDUW��

Prosperi. This may already answer the next question. “What does it 
PHDQ�WKDW�FRPPXQLRQ�LV�VKDULQJ�WKH�YHUL¿FDWLRQ"´�)RU�WKDW�PDWWHU��LI�,�PD\�
be permitted, what you said earlier, that limitations are rungs on the ladder 
WRZDUG�*RG��)U��*LXVVDQL�DOVR�VDLG�PDQ\�WLPHV��7KLV�VKRZV�WKDW�RXU�KLVWRU\�
is part of a great history. 

Lepori��,�DP�VWUXFN�WKDW�ZKHQ�-HVXV�WROG�0DUWKD�WKDW�KHU�VLVWHU�KDG�FKRVHQ�
the better part, He did not do so to say, “Look how your sister is better than 
you.” He told her this to create a companionship with her sister based on the 
EHWWHU�SDUW��WKDW�LV��D�ZD\�RI�EHLQJ�ZLWK�KHU�VLVWHU��D�UHODWLRQVKLS�WKDW�YHUL¿HG�
this between the two of them, that created true fraternity between them, a true 
FRPPXQLW\��,W�PDGH�WKHP�EHFRPH�D�&KULVWLDQ�IUDWHUQLW\��D�SODFH�ZKHUH�WKH�
IDFW�WKDW�P\�VLVWHU�FKRVH�EHWWHU�WKDQ�,�GLG��FKRVH�ZKDW�LV�PRUH�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�
me, makes me live a true fraternity and makes the relationship with my sister 
QR�ORQJHU�RQH�RI�FRPSHWLWLRQ�EXW�RI�VKDULQJ�&KULVW��VKDULQJ�WKH�YHUL¿FDWLRQ�
that only He responds to the thirst of the heart. The fact that my sister is ahead 
RI�PH�LQ�WKLV�YHUL¿FDWLRQ�LV�D�JLIW�IRU�P\�OLIH�EHFDXVH�LW�PDNHV�PH�DGYDQFH��
7KLV�LV�WKH�JUHDW�EHDXW\�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�FRPPXQLW\��OLNH�WKH�¿UVW�&KULVWLDQ�
community that truly shared everything in common. But more important than 
having money in common is having Christ in common, Christ who is more 
LPSRUWDQW�WKDQ�PRQH\��VR�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�&KULVWLDQV�VKDULQJ�PRQH\�ZDV�QR�SURE-
lem, since they had in common the one thing that the heart needed. 

Prosperi�� ([FXVH� PH�� 0DXUR�� LI� ,� DVN� \RX� WR� GHYHORS� WKLV� IXUWKHU��
because maybe this question also contains a request for help in under-
standing how to be open to being questioned or challenged, as Martha was. 
$V�\RX�ZHUH�VD\LQJ�MXVW�QRZ��0DUWKD�DFNQRZOHGJHG�DQG�DFFHSWHG�-HVXV¶V�
VXJJHVWLRQ��PD\EH�DIWHU�LQLWLDO�JUXPEOLQJ�DQG�GLI¿FXOW\��DV�\RX�VDLG�\HV-
WHUGD\��WKDW�VKH�ORRN�WR�KHU�VLVWHU�DERXW�WKLV�EHWWHU�FKRLFH�WKDW�PLJKW�PDNH�
0DUWKD�JURZ��)RU�XV��KRZHYHU��DW�WLPHV�LW�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�EH�RSHQ�WR�FULWLFLVP�
or questioning because we are attached to our image of how we should be.

Lepori. Yes, maybe because we have inherited original sin, and think the 
WKLQJ�WKDW�ZH�KROG�GHDUHVW�PXVW�EH�JUDEEHG�³IRU�PH�´�WKDW�,�KDYH�WR�SULYDWL]H�
LW�� WKDW�LI�,�GR�QRW�KDYH�H[FOXVLYH�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�LW��,�FDQQRW�WUXO\�SRVVHVV�LW��
,QVWHDG��ZLWK�&KULVW�WKH�FRPSOHWH�RSSRVLWH�KDSSHQV��7KH�PRUH�,�SRVVHVV�+LP�
ZLWK�WKH�RWKHU��WKH�PRUH�,�VKDUH�+LP�DQG�WKH�PRUH�,�SRVVHVV�+LP�IRU�ZKDW�+H�



Exercises of the Fraternity

74

is, for the reality He is. This is why the unity among us and the belonging to 
Christ, the possession of Christ are the same thing. Therefore, you understand 
WKDW�LI�RXW�RI�UHVSHFW�IRU�WKH�RWKHU¶V�MRXUQH\�\RX�KDYH�WR�VDFUL¿FH�VR�WKH�RWKHU�
can progress at her own rhythm, you progress more too. Benedict said that the 
FRPPXQLW\¶V�MRXUQH\�PXVW�NHHS�D�UK\WKP�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�PRUWLI\�WKH�]HDO�RI�WKH�
VWURQJHU�RU�GHPRUDOL]H�WKH�ZHDNHU��FDXVLQJ�WKHP�WR�UHPDLQ�EHKLQG��,W�LV�D�NLQG�
RI�UHFLSURFDO�VDFUL¿FH��:K\"�%HFDXVH�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�RQH�WKLQJ�XQLWHV�XV��DQG�
thus my effort to acknowledge and adapt myself to the rhythm of others is an 
HIIRUW�,�KDYH�WR�PDNH�WR�IROORZ�&KULVW��QRW�WR�EH�JRRG�RU�SDWLHQW��EXW�EHFDXVH�
&KULVW�LV�LQ�RXU�PLGVW��,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�LI�,�KDYH�H[SODLQHG�WKLV�ZHOO��

Prosperi. Very well! Thank you.
“We would like to understand better how even saints live their sin with 

WUXWK�� ,Q� GDLO\� OLIH� RXU� VLQ� RIWHQ� FUXVKHV� DQG�GHSUHVVHV� XV��:KDW� GRHV� LW�
mean to live it with truth?”

Lepori��7KH�WUXWK�RI�VLQ��RI�EHLQJ�D�VLQQHU��LV�WKH�PHUFLIXO�JD]H�RI�-HVXV��
This is what reveals the truth of sin to us. The sin in and of itself is not what 
is true. The problem is that in front of sin we stand aside and measure it, its 
JUDYLW\��LWV�HIIHFW�RQ�XV��HWF���EXW�ZH�GR�QRW�SHUPLW�&KULVW¶V�JD]H�WR�WHOO�XV�WKH�
truth about the sin, which is perhaps even graver. Maybe this truth is even 
PRUH�SDLQIXO�WKDQ�WKH�RQH�,�PHDVXUH��)RU�H[DPSOH��FHUWDLQ�VLQV�DUH�JUDYHU�
WKDQ�WKRVH�WKDW�ERWKHU�PH�WKH�PRVW��,QVWHDG��WKH�WUXWK�RI�VLQ�LV�SUHFLVHO\�WKH�
JD]H�RI�&KULVW��WKDW�LV��PHUF\��7KLV�LV�ZKDW�WKH�VDLQWV�XQGHUVWDQG��WKH\�DUH�VLQ-
QHUV�ZKR�KDYH�DOORZHG�&KULVW¶V�JD]H�WR�UHYHDO�WR�WKHP�WKH�WUXWK�RI�WKHLU�VLQ��
every sin. Thus, they saw more shadows in themselves, much more wretch-
edness in themselves than did others, but they saw it without separating it 
from forgiveness and thus from holiness, because saints are saints because 
of grace, because God redeems us completely. Saints are totally redeemed 
people who allow themselves to be redeemed totally, and thus are humble. 
7KH\�GR�QRW�KDYH�D�SULGHIXO�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKHLU�VLQ��³,�KDYH�HUUHG�´�³+RZ�
ORZ�,�KDYH� IDOOHQ�´�³:KHUH� LV�P\�KRQRU��P\�VHOI�LPDJH"´���1R��6LQ� LV�³,�
KDYH�HUUHG��,�KDYH�DEDQGRQHG�WKH�)DWKHU�´�DQG�&KULVW�VD\V�WR�XV��³5HWXUQ�´�
&KULVW¶V�PHUFLIXO�JD]H�WHOOV�XV�WR�³UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�)DWKHU�ZKR�HPEUDFHV�\RX��DQG�
in the embrace your sin becomes holiness.” This is what we sing in the Easter 
Exultet: “O happy fault, that earned so great, so glorious a Redeemer!”�� The 

����“O felix culpa, quae talem ac tantum méruit habére Redemptóre.” Exultet, available at https://
www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year-and-calendar/easter/easter-proclamation-ex-
sultet. 
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redemption of Christ is such an incredible event that we consider happy the 
fault that permits us to live the embrace of the mercy of God, to experience 
WKH�HPEUDFH�WKDW�WKH�DQJHOV�GR�QRW��$Q�DQJHO�GRHV�QRW�H[SHULHQFH�PHUF\±LW¶V�
incredible! Surely they are conscious of it but they do not experience that 
embrace, and this is something out of this world! This is the great truth of 
our sin. 

Prosperi�� ³,W�ZDV� VDLG� WKDW� WKH� UHQHZDO� RI� WKH� FKDULVP� LV� D� UHWXUQ� WR�
the origin. What does this mean? How does this happen? How is this not 
reduced to our own interpretation?”

“We would like to understand better the wellspring that continues to 
nourish our experience today as long as it is not reduced to a nostalgic 
return to the past. What guarantees faithfulness to the source and how is 
RXU�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�WKH�&KXUFK�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG�DFWXDOL]HG"�

Lepori. You know that charism means gratuitous gift of God, and that 
WKH�ZHOOVSULQJ�RI�D�FKDULVP�LV�WKH�JUDWXLWRXVQHVV�RI�*RG��,I�\RX�XQGHUVWDQG�
this, you understand that the source is guaranteed and never runs dry; it is 
LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�LW�WR�UXQ�RXW��,I�*RG�ZHUH�WR�ZLWKGUDZ�+LV�JUDWXLWRXVQHVV��LW�
ZRXOG�EH�OLNH�QXOOLI\LQJ�+LPVHOI��PRUWLI\LQJ�+LPVHOI��$V�3DXO�VDLG��*RG¶V�
gifts are without regret; God cannot regret being gratuitous because God is 
gratuitousness. Like all gifts, a charism comes from this source. There are 
WLPHV�ZKHQ�D�FKDULVP�PXVW�UHJDLQ�DQ�DZDUHQHVV�RI�LWVHOI��,W�FDQ�KDSSHQ�WKDW�
the people through whom the charism must pass are no longer as perceptive 
and transparent as they should be. (Since the beginning of the Church there 
KDV�EHHQ�D�ODFN�RI�RSHQQHVV�WR�WKH�JUDWXLWRXVQHVV�RI�3HQWHFRVW���0D\EH�WKH�
charism is not understood, and maybe it is treated or looked upon in a way 
WKDW�GRHV�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�LWV�VRXUFH��,Q�DOO�RI�WKHVH�PRPHQWV��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�
that those who live the charism begin to regain an awareness that the well-
VSULQJ�LV�WKH�JUDWXLWRXVQHVV�RI�*RG��7KH�SUREOHP�FRPHV�DERXW�ZKHQ�,�WKLQN�
WKDW�WKH�RULJLQ�RI�WKH�FKDULVP�LV�DQ�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��ZKDW�,�WKLQN��KRZ�,�OLYH�LW��
KRZ�,�XQGHUVWDQG�LW��KRZ�,�KDYH�OLYHG�LW��DQG�QRW�WKLV�RSHQQHVV�WR�WKH�JUDWX-
itousness of God that in the beginning was clearer, and that remains a living 
testimony in the founders. Even if the founders are dead, their testimony to 
the gratuitousness of the charism remains and does not become less clear or 
fresh. So then, the important thing is not to betray this testimony. 

$ERYH� DOO�� ,� WKLQN�ZH� EHWUD\� WKH� FKDULVP�ZKHQ�ZH� DUH� DIUDLG� WKDW� LW�
will die or be lost, that something can be enough to annul it, or that our 
RZQ�FRKHUHQFH�PXVW�JXDUDQWHH�LW��,QVWHDG��WKDQNV�EH�WR�*RG��WKDQNV�EH�WR�
+LP����+H�VXUSULVHV�XV�E\�DOZD\V�VKRZLQJ�XV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�JUDWXLWRXV�ZHOO-
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VSULQJ�WKDW�PD\EH�¿QGV�D�ZD\�WR�PDQLIHVW�LWVHOI�WKURXJK�ULYXOHWV�ZH�QHYHU�
could have imagined. Or it can even happen that the people we would have 
least imagined become the witnesses to the gratuitousness of the charism, 
much more than the person in leadership. This is the case in the Church. 
There are saints who brought the Church back to the purity of her origin in 
ways no one could have imagined. Think of Saint Catherine of Siena–this 
simple, uncultured woman who became a greater witness to the gratuitous-
ness of the charism than the entire Church, than the pope, and for this 
reason the pope listened to her. This is the mystery we must not betray– the 
gratuitousness of the wellspring of the charism. We must not betray it with 
RXU�IHDUV�DQG�DERYH�DOO�ZLWK�RXU�GLI¿GHQFH�WRZDUG�*RG��WKH�&KXUFK��RXU-
VHOYHV��RU�WKLV�RU�WKDW�JURXS��7KLV�GLI¿GHQFH�REVFXUHV�WKH�VHQWLPHQW�RI�WKH�
gratuitousness of the charism, because in it the founder is truly betrayed, 
the person who gave his life for this, who gave it and gives it today, and 
will give it in the future, so that the charism may live.

Prosperi. Thank you.
³<RX�WROG�XV�WKDW�0DUWKD¶V�DQVZHU�RI�IDLWK�LV�QRW�WR�EH�VRXJKW�LQ�KHU��WKDW�

her faith did not depend on some capacity of her own, but echoed what she 
VDZ��,QVWHDG��LW�VHHPV�OLNH�IDLWK�GHSHQGV�RQ�XV��RQ�RXU�RZQ�HIIRUW��:KDW�FDQ�
KHOS�XV�KDYH�0DUWKD¶V�H[SHULHQFH"´

Lepori��:H�KDYH�WR�ORRN�DW�-HVXV��)DLWK�JURZV�DV�ZH�FOHDYH�WR�DQG�IRO-
ORZ�-HVXV��)DLWK�LV�WKLV�KHZLQJ�WR�DQG�IROORZLQJ�-HVXV��,�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�LQ�
WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��,�ZDV�VWLOO�LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO��WKHUH�ZDV�D�ERRNOHW�E\�-DFTXHV�
/HFOHUFT�FLUFXODWLQJ��DQG�,�UHPHPEHU�WKLV�OLQH��³7KH�FRUH�RI�IDLWK�LV�KHZLQJ�
to and following Christ,”���DQG�LW�LV�WUXH��,�UHDOO\�OLNH�WKLV�VFHQH�LQ�ZKLFK�
Martha expressed her faith, looking at Christ, echoing what Christ is and 
says of Himself. She was not parroting it back; it was a loving repetition. 
6KH�XQGHUVWRRG� WKDW� IDLWK� LV� QRW� D� GRJPD� ,� UHFLWH�� EXW�P\� VD\LQJ�\HV� WR�
Christ in His looking at me and revealing Himself to me as the resurrection 
and the life of my life. This is why we must look at Christ, look at Him 
also among us, in us, in the community, in all His presences, because there 
we see that He is there, that He is truly the savior of the world, like the 
Samaritan woman at the well, who was brought to faith through her dia-
logue with Jesus, which made her dig deep into her whole life, and which 
UHDFKHG�WKH�SRLQW�WKDW�+H�ZDV�DEOH�WR�WHOO�KHU��³,�ZKR�DP�VSHDNLQJ�WR�\RX��

�����Jacques Leclercq, Il problema della fede e gli intellettuali del XX secolo [The problem of the 
IDLWK�DQG�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\@��0LODQ��9LWD�H�3HQVLHUR�������������2XU�WUDQVODWLRQ�
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,�DP�+H�ZKR�VDYHV�\RX�´�� This holds for all the encounters in the Gospel–
WKHUH�LV�DOZD\V�D�JD]H�RQ�&KULVW�WKDW�¿OOV�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZLWK�IDLWK��WUXH�IDLWK��,Q�
IDFW��WKH�6DPDULWDQ�ZRPDQ�ZHQW�WR�WHOO�WKH�SHRSOH�LQ�KHU�FLW\��³,¶YH�HQFRXQ-
tered one who told me this.” She gave a testimony of faith, still immature, 
but she gave a testimony of faith. This holds for everyone–faith grows in 
the experience of an event, and the event that faith must experience is the 
presence of Christ who looks at you, loves you, and saves you. 

Prosperi��³,�KDYH�WKH�LPSUHVVLRQ�WKDW�SHRSOH�FRQIXVH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�RI�
Christ with things and gestures to do. What does it really mean to follow? 
+RZ�FDQ�,�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKHWKHU�,�DP�WUXO\�IROORZLQJ�&KULVW�LQ�P\�OLIH�RU�MXVW�
IROORZLQJ�P\�LGHD�RI�IROORZLQJ�&KULVW"�&DQ�,�IROORZ�ZLWKRXW�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�
in the activities proposed by the companionship?”

³:K\�ZDV� LW� QHFHVVDU\� IRU� -RKQ¶V� IDLWK� WKDW� KH� HQWHU� WKH� WRPE� DIWHU�
Peter? Why is it necessary to follow Peter?”

Lepori��)ROORZLQJ�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�GRLQJ�WKLQJV�RU�HYHQ�MXVW�D�VSLULWXDO�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�&KULVW��,W�PHDQV�IROORZLQJ�D�SHUVRQDO�SUHVHQFH��IROORZLQJ�
people, following a person, Christ, in the sign of His personal presence; 
namely, the people who have followed Him and whom He, since the ori-
gin, has indicated as the incarnation of the possibility of following Him, 
following Him truly: Peter, the apostles, etc. Always. The Church is this 
sign, and following the Church means acknowledging this sign, that the 
Church is the place where following Christ happens and remains incarnate 
within personal relationships. None of us has followed Jesus Christ by fol-
lowing an apparition of Jesus Christ. You follow Jesus because you have 
encountered authoritative people (even those living in total simplicity, like 
my carpenter who introduced me to the Movement forty-some-odd years 
DJR���<RX�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�WKHUH��&KULVW�DVNV�\RX�WR�IROORZ�+LP��7KHUH�LV�DQ�
attraction, for the Church goes forward by attraction, attraction to Christ. 
)RU�P\�SDUW��ZH�PXVW�DOZD\V�DVN�RXUVHOYHV�ZKHWKHU�ZH�DUH�IROORZLQJ�SHR-
ple, not things, whether our following is incarnate in the sign of people 
whom Christ has left as the possibility of following Him until the end of 
the world. This is always guaranteed by Peter, because in giving this inves-
WLWXUH� WR�3HWHU� DQG� WHOOLQJ� KLP�� ³)ROORZ�PH´� �VR� WKDW� -RKQ� FRXOG� IROORZ�
+LP�DQG�WKHQ�WKRXVDQGV�RI�RWKHUV�FRXOG�IROORZ�+LP���-HVXV�LQVWLWXWHG�WKLV�
VLJQ��WKLV�YHUL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WUXWK�RI�D�IROORZLQJ�WKDW�LV�QRW�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
RI�SHRSOH�,�FKRRVH�EHFDXVH�,�OLNH�WKHP��EXW�LQ�ZKLFK�,�DP�FKRVHQ��LQ�ZKLFK�

����-Q������
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WKH�&KXUFK�JLYHV�KHUVHOI�WR�PH�DV�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�,�FDQ�WUXO\�IROORZ�&KULVW�
DQG�QRW�P\VHOI��P\�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RU�P\�IHHOLQJV��,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�LI�,�KDYH�
H[SODLQHG�P\VHOI�ZHOO��,W�LV�SHUKDSV�D�VXEMHFW�WR�EH�H[SORUHG�PRUH�GHHSO\�

Prosperi��,�OLNH�WKLV�HPSKDVLV��³,�GR�QRW�IROORZ�EHFDXVH�,�FKRRVH��EXW�
EHFDXVH�,�DP�FKRVHQ�´�7KLV�DOVR�JURXQGV�WKH�FULWHULRQ�RI�WKH�DXWKRULW\�WR�
IROORZ��GRHVQ¶W�LW"�,V�WKLV�VR"

Lepori. Yes because in the encounter with Christ, within the encounter 
with Christ, God also gives us the place where we follow Him. He causes 
you to be born, but He does not leave you on the side of the street like an 
abandoned newborn. He has you born into a family, a companionship of 
SHRSOH��DQG�ODWHU�LW�LV�FOHDU�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�WR�IROORZ±WKLV�LV�JLYHQ�WR�\RX��,�
UHPHPEHU�WKDW�IURP�WKH�YHU\�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�HQFRXQWHU��,�XQGHUVWRRG�WKDW�
,�KDG�WR�IROORZ�DQG�REH\�RXW�RI�ORYH�IRU�P\VHOI��EHFDXVH�,�GLG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�
ORVH�WKH�HYHQW�WKDW�KDG�¿OOHG�P\�KHDUW��HYHQ�DIWHU�WLPH�SDVVHG�DQG�,�VDZ�DOO�
WKH�OLPLWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�WKH�PHDQV�RI�WKH�HQFRXQWHU��,W�
is obvious that sooner or later the limitations will emerge; they exist and 
FDQQRW�KHOS�EXW�H[LVW��$QG�\HW�,�DOZD\V�XQGHUVWRRG�WKDW�IROORZLQJ�ZDV�D�
good for me, and this has always saved me–following and obeying not-
ZLWKVWDQGLQJ�HYHU\WKLQJ�EHFDXVH�,�XQGHUVWRRG�WKDW�RQO\�LQ�WKLV�ZD\�FRXOG�
,�UHPDLQ�IDLWKIXO�WR�ZKDW�KDG�EHHQ�JLYHQ�WR�PH��WR�WKH�IDVFLQDWLRQ�RI�P\�
encounter with Christ. 

Prosperi. Thank you.
³<RX�VDLG�WKDW�LI�,�WHOO�WKH�SHUVRQ�QH[W�WR�PH��µ7KH�WHDFKHU�LV�KHUH�DQG�LV�

DVNLQJ�IRU�\RX�¶�,�WUDQVPLW�WKLV�WR�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG��&RXOG�\RX�H[SODLQ�EHWWHU�
how this becomes ecumenism, a universal responsibility for believers?”

Lepori. The true problem is to let an event happen and not calculate its 
HI¿FDF\��,Q�PLVVLRQ��LQ�EHLQJ�D�ZLWQHVV��LQ�WKH�PLVVLRQ�RI�WKH�&KXUFK��LW�LV�
QRW�LPSRUWDQW�WR�PHDVXUH�WKH�HI¿FDF\��WKH�VWUHQJWKV��RU�WKH�PHDQV��EXW�WR�
let an event happen. This method began with the Virgin Mary, the breath 
RI�IUHHGRP�RI�0DU\�ZKR�VDLG��³¿DW´�DQG�WUDQVPLWWHG�WKH�HYHQW�RI�&KULVW�WR�
WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG��,I�WKHUH�LV�D�SHUVRQ�ZKR�WUDQVPLWWHG�WKH�HYHQW�RI�&KULVW�
to the whole world, it is the Virgin Mary, Our Lady, but also Peter with 
KLV�\HV��,�FDQ�RQO\�WUDQVPLW�LW�DV�DQ�HYHQW��DQG�WKXV�LI�,�GR�QRW�H[SHULHQFH�
LW�P\VHOI�DQG�,�GR�QRW�OHW�P\VHOI�EH�VDYHG��WKHQ�,�GR�QRW�WUDQVPLW�LW�WR�WKH�
ZKROH�ZRUOG��,�GR�QRW�WUDQVPLW�WKH�HYHQW��,�WUDQVPLW�D�WKHRU\��D�PRUDOLW\��,�
GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW��,I�,�P\VHOI�GR�QRW�H[SHULHQFH�WKDW�WKH�WHDFKHU�LV�KHUH�DQG�
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LV�DVNLQJ�IRU�PH�DQG�VDYLQJ�PH��DQG�,�GR�QRW�FRPPXQLFDWH�LW�WR�WKH�SHRSOH�
DURXQG�PH��,�GR�QRW�WUDQVPLW�WKH�HYHQW��7KH�HYHQW�LV�OLNH�D�¿UH��,�FDQ�WUDQV-
PLW�HYHQ�WKH�OLWWOH�ÀDPH�RI�D�VPDOO�FDQGOH�WR�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG��EXW�RQO\�E\�
OLJKWLQJ�LW�LQ�WKH�SHRSOH�DURXQG�PH��WUDQVPLWWLQJ�LW�DV�¿UH��DQG�QRW�VHQGLQJ�
D�PHVVDJH�WR�$XVWUDOLD�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�ÀDPH�LQ�,WDO\��,I�WKHUH�LV�QR�FRQWDFW��,�
transmit nothing. This is why it is fundamental to live the event with those 
DURXQG�PH��EHFDXVH�LI�,�GR�QRW�GR�VR�LW�PHDQV�,�GR�QRW�OLYH�LW�P\VHOI�DQG�GR�
QRW�WUDQVPLW�LW�DV�HYHQW��,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�LI�,¶YH�H[SODLQHG�P\VHOI�ZHOO��

Prosperi��<HV��:H�DUH�FDOOHG�WR�VHW�D�¿UH�

Lepori��&HUWDLQO\��³,�KDYH�FRPH�WR�VHW�WKH�HDUWK�RQ�¿UH��DQG�KRZ�,�ZLVK�
LW�ZHUH�DOUHDG\�EOD]LQJ���

Prosperi. This question in various facets was the most frequently asked, 
so we have saved it for the end.

“What is the cause of the disassociation between freedom and desire? 
What can heal this division?”

“You said that the heart encounters, desires, wants to embrace, but 
because of a calculation that is not self-aware, because of timidness pro-
jected by ghosts, freedom says no and blocks the embrace. You said that 
this false freedom, ‘its own assassin, drags away the child heart that was 
DERXW�WR�HPEUDFH�-HVXV�¶�SURSRVLQJ�RWKHU�ZD\V�DQG�NLQGV�RI�IXOOQHVV�WKDW�
will all prove to be false. How is it that this false freedom at times seems to 
vanquish the superabundance experienced with Jesus? How can we avoid 
EHLQJ�VFDQGDOL]HG�DW�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�EHFRPLQJ�EORFNHG"´

Lepori��,�WKLQN�WKDW�KHUH�LV�RULJLQDO�VLQ��VHHQ�LQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�DQ�
absurd tendency not to cling to the good, an absurd tendency to reject the 
evidence of the good and the beautiful, to renounce our joy. This absurd 
WHQGHQF\� FUHDWHV� WKH� GLVDVVRFLDWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� IUHHGRP� DQG� GHVLUH��'HVLUH�
desires only Christ, and yet there is this play of freedom that, out of a 
FDOFXODWLRQ�RI�VHOI�UHDOL]DWLRQ�WKDW�LV�DEVXUG�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�DXWRQRPRXV�DQG�
IDOVH��GRHV�QRW�REH\�WKH�GHVLUH�WKDW�VKRZV�LW�WKH�UHDOLW\�WKDW�¿OOV�WKH�KHDUW��
IUHHGRP�ULSV�GHVLUH�DZD\�IURP�ZKDW�LW�GHVLUHV��$V�3DXO�SXW�LW��³)RU�,�GR�QRW�
GR�WKH�JRRG�,�ZDQW��EXW�,�GR�WKH�HYLO�,�GR�QRW�ZDQW´��� that is, he feels inside 
himself this wounded freedom, wounded in pride, as a proud position in 
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front of life, a freedom that does not bow to the desire of an evident attrac-
tion and of an evident present that attracts and fascinates us, that gives us 
everything. Jesus said, “But you do not want to come to me to have life.”�� 
+H�ODPHQWHG��³+RZ�LV�WKLV"�,�JLYH�\RX�OLIH�DQG�\RX�GR�QRW�ZDQW�WR�FRPH�WR�
me; your freedom chooses not to come to me, not to welcome me, not to 
love me, not to receive me, not to welcome me!”

+RZHYHU��EHLQJ�VFDQGDOL]HG�E\�IUHHGRP¶V�WHQGHQF\�LV�WKH�¿QDO�EXOZDUN�
RI�VLQ�DQG�SULGH��EHFDXVH�LW�LV�OLNH�VD\LQJ��³,�DP�VFDQGDOL]HG�E\�WKLV�DQG�VR�
,�JR�HYHQ�IXUWKHU�LQWR�WKLV�DEVXUG�G\QDPLF�RI�VLQ�´

What saves us? The mercy of God, the evidence that He always comes 
WR�WDNH�XV�EDFN��,Q�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�P\�ZKROH�OLIH��HYHU\�WLPH�P\�IUHH-
dom yielded to the point that something did not correspond to me, Christ 
always came to take me back. This is evidence of His gratuitousness, the 
gratuitousness of His gratuitousness, the gratuitousness of His salvation, of 
how His salvation is stronger than we are, stronger than sin. Thanks be to 
*RG��&KULVW�OLVWHQV�PRUH�WR�WKH�GHVLUH�RI�RXU�KHDUW�WKDQ�WR�RXU�IUHHGRP��,Q�
+LV�LQ¿QLWH�PHUF\��ZKHQ�*RG�VHHV�WKDW�RXU�IUHHGRP�LV�VR�FUD]HG�WKDW�LW�FRQ-
tradicts the evidence of a desire, of an attraction, He has Christ pull us out, 
DV�+H�GLG�IRU�3HWHU��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��DV�ZH�ZHUH�VD\LQJ�EHIRUH��+H�HYHQ�PDNHV�
our sin become an extreme call for help: “Save me!” Christ causes us to dig 
deep into ourselves and our condition, and puts our freedom with its back 
to the wall so it can no longer lie, and so there it cries out and becomes truly 
IUHH��³6DYH�PH�´�DQG�LW�KDSSHQV��,�GR�QRW�VD\�WKLV�EHFDXVH�,�NQRZ�WKLV��EXW�
EHFDXVH�ZH�KDYH�WKLV�H[SHULHQFH±LW�LV�DQ�H[SHULHQFH��*RG¶V�FRQWLQXDO�SXOO-
ing us out of our wretchedness and pride is the extreme face of His mercy, 
like the Good Shepherd who searches far and wide for the lost sheep that 
totally ruined its life because it chose to disassociate its freedom from the 
desire for fullness that its heart cries out for. 

Prosperi. This image of mercy is very beautiful–Christ listens more to 
the desire of our heart than to our freedom.

$QG�KHUH�LV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�ZRQ�WKH�³SUL]H´�IRU�WKH�PRVW�RIWHQ�DVNHG�
³,�ZDV�YHU\�VWUXFN�E\�WKH�SDVVDJH�6DWXUGD\�DIWHUQRRQ�DERXW�DWWUDFWLRQ�

and freedom. You said that in the world they are slaves to each other, 
DQG�,�LGHQWLI\�D�ORW�ZLWK�WKLV�GHVFULSWLRQ��&RXOG�\RX�WDON�PRUH�DERXW�WKLV�
passage?”

At a certain point you added that attraction and freedom are “fused,” 
and many asked what you meant.

����-Q������



81

Sunday morning

Lepori��,�VDLG�LW�RII�WKH�WRS�RI�P\�KHDG��GRQ¶W�WDNH�HYHU\WKLQJ�DV�GRJPD�

Prosperi��2RK��,�IHHO�EHWWHU�ZKHQ�\RX�VD\�VRPHRQH�FDQ�HYHQ�VD\�VRPH-
thing that just slips out!

Lepori��+RZHYHU��,�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�LW�LV�VWXSLG�WR�VD\�WKDW�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�DWWUDF-
tion and freedom are fused, that there is a “fusional” relationship between 
DWWUDFWLRQ�DQG�IUHHGRP��,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKLV�GRHV�QRW�KDSSHQ�LQ�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�
event, that this is not the reason God gives us the experience of attrac-
WLRQ�DQG�JLYHV�XV�IUHHGRP��,W�LV�DV�LI�*RG�FUHDWHG�D�VSDFH�EHWZHHQ�WKHP±
between what attracts me and my freedom there is not fusion but a space 
of desire. Maybe “desire” is the third word that should be added because it 
makes us understand better: when freedom and attraction fuse, there is no 
longer space for desire, so there is no longer space for freedom, no longer 
VSDFH�IRU�IUHHGRP�WR�PDNH�D�MRXUQH\�WRZDUG�VRPHWKLQJ�RWKHU�WKDQ�LWVHOI��,�
WKLQN�WKLV�LV�ZKDW�,�PHDQW�WR�VD\��EHFDXVH�ZKHQ�DWWUDFWLRQ�DQG�IUHHGRP�DUH�
fused they can no longer . . . 

Prosperi. . . . generate tension.

Lepori. . . . decide; they can no longer choose each other, say yes to 
HDFK�RWKHU��DQG�VR�WKH\�DUH�VODYHV��,W�LV�OLNH�FHUWDLQ�¿JXUHV�LQ�'DQWH¶V�+HOO��
who hate each other but are fused and can never separate, cannot help but 
GHYRXU�HDFK�RWKHU�� ,�EHOLHYH� LW� LV� LPSRUWDQW� WR�XQGHUVWDQG� WKLV�EHFDXVH� LW�
leads to the whole issue of virginity and chastity, to the issue that between 
what attracts me and my freedom there is a space of desire, choice, and 
respect that makes the embrace truly an act of freedom and not something 
WKDW�FORVHV�PH�RII��,W�LV�DQ�DFW�RI�ORYH�DQG�QRW�VLPSO\�DEDQGRQPHQW�WR�DQ�
HPEUDFH�WKDW�VTXHH]HV�\RX��VXIIRFDWHV�\RX��DQG�XOWLPDWHO\�NLOOV�\RX��VXS-
SUHVVHV�\RX��7KLV�LV�DQ�LQ¿QLWH�VXEMHFW��VR�ZH�KDYH�WR�NHHS�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�
it.

Prosperi. Good thing it just slipped out, eh!
7R�FRQFOXGH�,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�UHDG�D�TXHVWLRQ��ZKLFK�LV�DOVR�D�WHVWLPRQ\��

from a friend in Kharkiv, who wrote: 
“The experience of the life of the Movement has given me the oppor-

WXQLW\�WR�PDNH�0DUWKD¶V�MRXUQH\�WKDW�\RX�WDONHG�DERXW��DQG�WR�H[SHULHQFH�
WKH�FRQVWDQW�GHVLUH�IRU�&KULVW�WKDW�ÀRZHG�IURP�LW��7KDQNV�WR�WKLV�H[SHULHQFH�
,�VHH�+LV�PHUF\�HYHU\�GD\��%XW� LQ� WKHVH�PRQWKV�� WKH�HYLO�KDV�EHFRPH�VR�
JUHDW�WKDW�IRU�WKH�8NUDLQLDQV�WKH�LVVXH�LV�QRW�0DUWKD¶V�GLVVDWLVIDFWLRQ�ZLWK�
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the fact that humans are destined to die. My city is being bombed every 
day. Many women have had to leave their homes, have lost their family 
members, have seen their husbands leave for the war. They are afraid. They 
DUH� VXIIHULQJ��7KH\� IHHO�KDWUHG�� ,Q� WKLV�PRPHQW�� EHFDXVH�RI� WKH� VLHJH�RI�
Mariupol, there are women and children who are dying of hunger or are 
ZRXQGHG�DQG�VXIIHULQJ�WHUULEO\��7KH\�DUH�EXULHG�DOLYH��,W�LV�DV�LI�0DUWKD¶V�
experience is asking me to detach myself from my reality or to content 
myself with the memory of Christ. Now Ukraine is not living the experi-
ence of Martha, but of Christ on the cross crying, ‘My God, my God, why 
KDYH�\RX�DEDQGRQHG�PH"¶�0DQ\�RI�XV�NQRZ�WKDW�+H�ZDV�QRW�DEDQGRQHG��
EHFDXVH�ZH�NQRZ�&KULVW�ULVHQ��%XW�KRZ�FDQ�ZH�OLYH�WRGD\�LQ�WKLV�WRWDOL]LQJ�
HYLO��LQ�ZKLFK�HYHQ�&KULVW�KDG�WURXEOH�VHHLQJ�WKH�)DWKHU"´

Lepori. Surely, this is the question, the message that evidently provokes 
PH�WKH�PRVW��,�KDYH�WR�VD\�WKDW�LQ�SUHSDULQJ�IRU�WKH�6SLULWXDO�([HUFLVHV�,�
have never forgotten for one moment the grief we have all been feeling 
HYHU�VLQFH�WKH�ZDU�EURNH�RXW��,Q�D�VHQVH�WKLV�JULHI�KDV�LQVSLUHG�DOO�RI�WKH�
Spiritual Exercises because you can do nothing anymore without thinking 
about this, sharing this tragedy, this moment when death and evil seem to 
EH�ZLQQLQJ��,�ZDV�WKLQNLQJ�RI�8NUDLQH�ZKHQ�,�GHFLGHG�WR�HQG�WKH�VHFRQG�
lesson of the Spiritual Exercises with the scene of the terrible storm and 
shipwreck, because a war is that, not only for Ukraine and not only for 
Russia, but for Europe, for the whole world, a storm and shipwreck of 
humanity in every sense, for humanity, the human, and humanity under-
VWRRG�DV�DOO�SHRSOH�OLYLQJ�RQ�WKLV�SODQHW�WRGD\��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��LW�ZDV�KHOS-
ful for me to see how Paul lived that experience. Certainly he told his ship-
mates, “We will not save the ship,” and this made me think a lot because 
it is something we cannot help but rebel against. He added, “However, 
your lives will be saved.”���$QG�WR�PDQLIHVW�WKLV��3DXO±LW¶V�LQFUHGLEOH�±WRRN�
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and ate. He celebrated a Eucharist in the midst 
RI�WKH�WHPSHVW��WKDW�LV��DI¿UPHG�WKH�UHDO�SUHVHQFH�RI�&KULVW�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�
WKDW� WHUULEOH� VWRUP��7KH�&KULVW� KH� DI¿UPHG� LV� FHUWDLQO\� WKH�RQO\�2QH�ZH�
QHHG��WKH�&KULVW�RI�0DUWKD���EXW�+H�LV�DOVR�WKH�FUXFL¿HG�&KULVW��WKH�&KULVW�
ULVHQ�IURP�WKH�GHDG��WKH�&KULVW�ZKR�GHVFHQGHG��DV�RXU�IULHQG�VDLG��LQWR�WKH�
depths of the human, which is the despair of God. Jesus wanted to descend 
all the way, into the Hell of the human shipwreck, all the way to where peo-
SOH�GHVSDLU�RI�*RG��-HVXV�GLG�QRW�GHVSDLU�RI�WKH�)DWKHU��EXW�SHRSOH�GR��-HVXV�
descended to embrace even our despair–just as He embraced our death, He 

����6HH�KHUH��SS����±���
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embraced our despair. So there remains nothing for us but to ask to what 
H[WHQW�ZH�DUH�FRQVFLRXV�RI�+LP�ZKR�LV�WKH�2QH�WKLQJ�QHFHVVDU\�WR�¿OO�RXU�
KHDUW��RI�+LP�ZKR�LV�WUXO\�WKLV�PDQ�ZKR�WHOOV�XV��³,�DP�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG�
the life,” and who promises and also says, “Those who die will live.” This 
&KULVW�FUXFL¿HG��WKLV�&KULVW�ZKR�GLHV�IRU�XV��WKLV�LQ¿QLWH�ORYH�RI�*RG��LV�QR�
VWUDQJHU�WR�WKH�VKLSZUHFN�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��+H�LV�QR�VWUDQJHU±+H�LV�LQVLGH�LW��,Q�
this moment, Jesus is suffering in Ukraine. He is dying, abandoned by His 
loved ones, raped in the women; He is undergoing everything. We must 
RQO\�UHFRJQL]H�+LP��:H�FDQ�RQO\�WUXO\�UHQHZ�RXU�\HV�WR�+LP�ZKHUH�ZH�DUH��
in the life we are living, so that this may be manifested to our sisters and 
brothers in Ukraine, so that this may be manifested to everyone, even the 
Russians, to Him who in this current moment is experiencing this, under-
going this, is being shipwrecked with everyone. Precisely because He is 
there, this shipwreck is overcome. Precisely because He is there, this death 
is resurrected, this evil is vanquished, does not dominate, does not and will 
QRW�KDYH�WKH�¿QDO�ZRUG��

A friend pointed out to me that today is the anniversary of the death of 
Takashi Paolo Nagai and of Saint Riccardo Pampuri–both of them died 
RQ�WKH�¿UVW�RI�0D\��:KDW�SURYLGHQFH��7DNDVKL�1DJDL��ZKRP�,�PHQWLRQHG�
\HVWHUGD\��LQ�WKH�ERRN�IRU�ZKLFK�,�ZURWH�WKH�SUHIDFH�DQG�ZKLFK�IRU�HGLWR-
rial reasons has not come out yet, his autobiography Ciò che non muore 
mai >:KDW� QHYHU� GLHV@� �DQ� LQFUHGLEOH� WHVWLPRQ\���� GHVFULEHG� WKH� VFHQH�
after the bomb had destroyed everything and he found himself in front of 
the destruction of his entire life–his wife, work, students, university, city, 
church, everything, everything had been annihilated. He had a moment of 
despair and then he had something like a vision and heard Jesus tell him, 
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away”; that 
is, Jesus gave him the certainty that He overcomes, that He never dies. 
)URP�WKDW�PRPHQW�RQ��1DJDL�FKRVH�WR�OLYH�RQO\�IRU�ZKDW�QHYHU�GLHV��WKDW�
is, for Christ, and he would spend the last years of his life in illness (you 
NQRZ��\RX¶YH�UHDG�DERXW�LW���DI¿UPLQJ�ZLWK�JODGQHVV�DQG�IDLWK�ZKDW�QHYHU�
dies and that Christ is the resurrection and the life in every way, through his 
writing and his relationship with his two children, in meeting many people, 
DQG�RIIHULQJ�KLV�LOOQHVV��,Q�HYHU\WKLQJ��KH�ZRXOG�DI¿UP�WKDW�RQO\�&KULVW�LV�
the resurrection and the life of women and men, and that this is what never 
dies in any shipwreck. Well, our responsibility is to live this with our sisters 
and brothers in Ukraine, this yes to Christ, this yes to Christ who never 
dies, thanks to whom death and evil are never victorious. 

,�KDYH�QRW� UHDOO\� UHVSRQGHG� WR�RXU�8NUDLQLDQ�IULHQG¶V�PHVVDJH�� ,� MXVW�
ZDQWHG�WR�HPEUDFH�LW��,�FDQ�MXVW�VD\�WKDW�,�IHHO�,�UHFHLYH�DQG�OLYH�LW�LQ�WKLV�

Sunday morning
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way, like a message that will become a task that these Spiritual Exercises 
OHDYH�PH�WR�OLYH�LQ�P\�OLIH��,�FDQQRW��ZH�FDQQRW��OLYH�ZLWKRXW�WKH�FRQVFLRXV-
ness of this cry that our friend has transmitted to us. That is all.

Prosperi. Thank you, thank you truly! We will have time to respond to 
all these things.

/HW¶V�SUD\�WKH�Regina Caeli.
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MESSAGES RECEIVED

'HDUHVW�RQHV��
,�ZDQW�WR�EH�SUHVHQW�WR�DOO�RI�\RX�RQ�WKH�RFFDVLRQ�RI�WKH�DQQXDO�6SLULWXDO�

([HUFLVHV�� ³&KULVW�� WKH� /LIH� RI� /LIH�´� DV� WKH� 6HUYDQW� RI� *RG� )U�� /XLJL�
Giussani taught us, is the root of our substance. Nothing, not even our 
fragilities, can change this state of things. So with humility we beg for 
new eyes to see Him in our lives and relationships. Let us ask the Virgin, 
LQ�WKLV�PRQWK�RI�0D\��IRU�WKH�VLPSOLFLW\�RI�KHDUW�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�JLIW�RI�WKH�
encounter and the task that derives from it: to love the Movement and the 
Church and to communicate their beauty.

 
,�EOHVV�\RX�LQ�WKH�/RUG��
His Eminence Cardinal Angelo Scola
Emeritus Archbishop of Milan
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TELEGRAMS SENT

His Holiness Pope Francis

Your Holiness,
Over forty thousand people gathered in groups by video link from nine-

ty-four nations have participated in the annual Spiritual Exercises of the 
)UDWHUQLW\�RI�&/��PHGLWDWLQJ�RQ�³&KULVW��WKH�/LIH�RI�/LIH�´�-XVW�DV�ZH�DUH��
DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�)U��0DXUR�*LXVHSSH�/HSRUL��ZKR�RIIHUHG�XV�KLV�SHUVRQDO�
WHVWLPRQ\�RI�D�PDQ�VHL]HG�DQG�WUDQVIRUPHG�E\�&KULVW��ZH�KDYH�ORRNHG�DW�
Jesus and let ourselves be attracted by Him, who has reached us within a 
vocational companionship together with people who have decided to fol-
low Christ, the only One who is necessary to us for living, the complete 
answer to our need for happiness, peace, fraternity, beauty, and the reali-
]DWLRQ�RI�OLIH�

,Q�WKHVH�GD\V�ZH�KDYH�ORRNHG�PRUH�GHHSO\�DW�WKH�YDOXH�RI�RXU�)UDWHUQLW\��
LQ�IDLWKIXOQHVV�WR�WKH�FKDULVP�WKDW�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�JDYH�)U��*LXVVDQL±D�SODFH�
to verify that Christ is everything for the human heart, the foundation of a 
friendship that would be impossible without Him, so that we, too, can say, 
“Christ is the life of my life”��)U��*LXVVDQL��

With hearts full of gratitude for your apostolic blessing, and needing 
WR�EH�FRQVWDQWO\�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�WKH�IDLWK�E\�3HWHU��ZH�DVN�\RX�WR�XVH�XV�DV�
\RX�EHOLHYH�EHVW� WR�FROODERUDWH� LQ�&KULVW¶V�ZRUN�RI� VDOYDWLRQ��DZDUH� WKDW�
Christianity is not communicated by proselytism–how many times have 
you reminded us of this!–but by attraction.

More responsible for our unity toward every human heart we encounter 
and animated by the charity that makes all things new, we continue to pray 
for you, an unshakeable witness to Christ alive, who in this time of war is 
the only source of true peace.

Davide Prosperi



Telegrams sent

87

His Holiness Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

Your Holiness, 
'XULQJ�WKH�6SLULWXDO�([HUFLVHV�RI�WKH�)UDWHUQLW\�RI�&/��IROORZHG�E\�RYHU�

forty thousand people by video link from all over the world, we have expe-
ULHQFHG�WKH�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�WKH�OLYLQJ�&KULVW��7KH�PHGLWDWLRQV�RI�)U��0DXUR�
*LXVHSSH�/HSRUL� RQ� WKH� WKHPH�� ³&KULVW�� WKH�/LIH� RI�/LIH´� �)U��*LXVVDQL��
have enabled us to look at Christ, who comes to our humanity in need of 
+LP�DORQH��WKH�2QH�WKLQJ�QHFHVVDU\��,Q�+LV�FRPSDQLRQVKLS�ZH�FDQ�PDNH�D�
human journey for the good of the Movement, the Church, and the world.

$V�ZH�SUD\�WR�2XU�/DG\�WR�¿OO�\RXU�GD\V�ZLWK�SHDFH�DQG�JODGQHVV��ZH�
DVN�IRU�\RXU�SUD\HU�IRU�WKH�MRXUQH\�RI�RXU�)UDWHUQLW\�

Davide Prosperi 

His Eminence Cardinal Kevin Joseph Farrell
Prefect of the Dicastery for the Laity, Family and Life

'HDUHVW�(PLQHQFH��
7KH�6SLULWXDO�([HUFLVHV�RI�WKH�)UDWHUQLW\�RI�&RPPXQLRQ�DQG�/LEHUDWLRQ�

have been attended by over forty thousand people, connected by video link 
from all over the world to meditate on the theme, “Christ, the Life of Life,” 
DQ�DI¿UPDWLRQ�E\�)U��*LXVVDQL� WKDW�)U��0DXUR�*LXVHSSH�/HSRUL� UHÀHFWHG�
on during the meditations, offering the testimony that the encounter with 
Christ is a new thing that changes the existence of those who welcome and 
follow Him as the only One necessary for living.

We resume the journey with the desire to take on ever more respon-
sibility for the charism, placing everything we are by grace in the hands 
RI�3HWHU��WKDW�RXU�IDLWK�PD\�EH�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FROODERUDWH�ZLWK�WKH�
material reality of our existence in the life of the Church, sign of hope for 
all our sisters and brothers. 

As we ask for your prayer for our journey, we entrust to Our Lady your 
task of accompanying the journey of the lay faithful. 

Davide Prosperi 
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His Eminence Cardinal Gualtiero Bassetti
President of the Italian Episcopal Conference

'HDUHVW�(PLQHQFH��
2YHU�IRUW\�WKRXVDQG�SHRSOH�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG��PRVW�RI�WKHP�LQ�,WDO\��

KDYH� SDUWLFLSDWHG� LQ� WKH� DQQXDO� 6SLULWXDO� ([HUFLVHV� RI� WKH� )UDWHUQLW\� RI�
Communion and Liberation, once again held by video link. Under the guid-
DQFH�RI�)U��0DXUR�*LXVHSSH�/HSRUL��ZKR�OHG�WKH�PHGLWDWLRQV�RQ�WKH�WKHPH�
³&KULVW��WKH�/LIH�RI�/LIH´��)U��*LXVVDQL���ZH�JDLQHG�D�JUHDWHU�DZDUHQHVV�WKDW�
Christ is necessary for our life and that only His presence now responds to 
WKH�LQ¿QLWH�QHHG�RI�RXU�KHDUW�

,Q�IDLWKIXOQHVV�WR�WKH�FKDULVP�UHFHLYHG�DQG�GHHSO\�ERXQG�WR�3HWHU��ZH�
FRQWLQXH�WR�MRXUQH\�WRJHWKHU�LQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�LQ�,WDO\�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
collaborate in communicating the faith to all those we encounter, who, 
HYHQ� XQFRQVFLRXVO\�� H[SHFWDQWO\� DZDLW� PHHWLQJ� +LP�ZKR� ¿OOV� OLIH� ZLWK�
gladness and peace.

As we pray for you, we ask you to continue accompanying us on our 
journey with your fatherly love.

Davide Prosperi 

His Eminence Cardinal Angelo Scola
Emeritus Archbishop of Milan

'HDUHVW�$QJHOR��
Grateful for your message, in these days of the Spiritual Exercises we 

KDYH�EHHQ�¿OOHG�ZLWK�VLOHQFH� LQ� IURQW�RI� WKH�KDSSHQLQJ�DJDLQ�RI�³&KULVW��
WKH�/LIH�RI�/LIH�´�ZKR�KDV�UHDFKHG�XV�WKURXJK�WKH�WHVWLPRQ\�RI�)U��0DXUR�
and his yes to the event present that makes it attractive to live like him and 
Jesus. Thank you for reminding us that no fragility can lessen the humble 
certainty that He is the foundation of our substance in front of everything 
and everyone.

$V�ZH�SUD\�WR�2XU�/DG\�IRU�\RX��ZH�DVN�\RX�WR�NHHS�DOO�RI�WKH�)UDWHUQLW\�
in your heart.

Davide Prosperi 
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$57�,1�285�&203$1,216+,3

Prepared by Giovanna Parravicini

(Guide to the images drawn from art history that accompanied selections  
of classical music during entrance and exti)

³$UW�LV�D�IRUHWDVWH�RI�WKH�HWHUQDO�´�)U��*LXVVDQL�UHPLQGHG�XV�DW�WKH�6SLULWXDO�
([HUFLVHV�RI�WKH�)UDWHUQLW\�LQ�������)HZ�IRUPV�RI�DUW�RIIHU�VXFK�DQ�LPPHGL-
DWH�WHVWDPHQW�WR�WKLV�DV�WKH�LFRQ��D�ZLQGRZ�WKDW�RSHQV�RXW�XSRQ�WKH�LQ¿QLWH��
7KH�LPDJHV�KHUH�RIIHU�DQ�LWLQHUDU\�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�JD]H�WKDW�VWDUWV�ZLWK�
a rereading of the history of salvation, in order to reach the contemplation 
of the good face of the mystery as the goal of life.

��� Conception of the Mother of God������±����)UHVFR��1RUWK�0DFHGRQLD��2KULG��
Panagia Peribleptos

��� Conception of the Mother of God��;9,,,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��6ROLJDOLþ��.RVWURPD��
Museum

��� Conception of the Mother of God��;9,,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��$UNDQJHOVN�0XVHXP�
RI�'HFRUDWLYH�$UWV

��� Nativity of the Mother of God��������6HUELD��6WXGHQLFD�0RQDVWHU\
��� Nativity of the Mother of God��;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��0RVFRZ��9RURE¶HY�

Collection
��� Presentation of Mary at the Temple��;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��9ODGLPLU�6X]GDO�

Museum of Art
��� Presentation of Mary at the Temple��;,9�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��1RYJRURG�6FKRRO��

Saint Petersburg, Russian National Museum
��� Annunciation of Ustjug��;,,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��0RVFRZ��WKH�6WDWH�7UHW\DNRY�

Gallery
��� Annunciation��;9�;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��9ODGLPLU�6X]GDO�0XVHXP�RI�$UW
����Annunciation��;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��9ODGLPLU�6X]GDO�0XVHXP�RI�$UW
����'LRQLVLM��Visitation��WKH�PHHWLQJ�RI�0DU\�DQG�(OL]DEHWK���������5XVVLD��

)HUDSRQW�0RQDVWHU\��&KXUFK�RI�WKH�1DWLYLW\�RI�WKH�0RWKHU�RI�*RG
����Nativity of Christ��������&\SUXV��/DJRXGHUD
����Nativity of Christ������±����5XVVLD��5XEOHY�:RUNVKRS��0RVFRZ��7KH�6WDWH�

Tretyakov Gallery 
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����$QGUHM�5XEOHY��Michael the Archangel (from the Deisis�RI�=YHQLJRURG���
����±����5XVVLD��0RVFRZ��WKH�6WDWH�7UHW\DNRY�*DOOHU\

����Mother of God Hodegetria������±����6HUELD��0RQDVWHU\�GL�&KLODQGDUL��$WKRV
����Mother of God Hodegetria��,;�;,,,�FHQWXU\��*HRUJLD��7ELOLVL��*HRUJLDQ�

1DWLRQDO�0XVHXP��6KDOYD�$PLUDQDVKYLOL�0XVHXP�RI�)LQH�$UWV
����Mother of God Hodegetria��;,9�FHQWXU\��1RUWK�0DFHGRQLD��2KULG��,FRQ�*DOOHU\�
����Mother of God of Tenderness��;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��9ODGLPLU�6X]GDO�0XVHXP�

of Art
����Mother of God Arakiotissa��;,,�FHQWXU\��&\SUXV��/DJRXGHUD
����Presentation of Jesus at the Temple��;,,�FHQWXU\��&\SUXV��/DJRXGHUD
����Presentation of Jesus at the Temple��;9�;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��1RYJRURG�

6FKRRO��1RYJRURG�6WDWH�0XVHXP�RI�$UFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�)LQH�$UWV
����Presentation of Jesus at the Temple��;9,,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��<DURVODYO�$UW�

Museum
����Jesus Among the Teachers��;9�;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��1RYJRURG�6FKRRO��

1RYJRURG�6WDWH�0XVHXP�RI�$UFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�)LQH�$UWV
����Jesus Among the Teachers��;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��3VNRY�0XVHXP
����Baptism of the Lord, ;9�;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��1RYJRURG�6FKRRO��1RYJRURG�

6WDWH�0XVHXP�RI�$UFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�)LQH�$UWV
����Baptism of the Lord��������5XVVLD��0RVFRZ�6FKRRO��6DLQW�3HWHUVEXUJ��WKH�6WDWH�

Russian Museum
����Saint John the Baptist Precursor, with scenes of his life��;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��

Rostov Museum
����Christ Pantocrator������±����6HUELD��0RQDVWHU\�RI�&KLODQGDUL��$WKRV
����Christ Pantocrator��������&\SUXV��&KXUFK�RI�3DQDJLD�$UDND��1LFRVLD�

%\]DQWLQH�0XVHXP
����Christ Pantocrator��;,,,�;,9�FHQWXU\��*HRUJLD��&KXUFK�RI�6DLQW�*HRUJH��

village of Svipi
����$QGUHM�5XEOHY��the Saviour (from the Deisis�RI�=YHQLJRURG�������±����5XVVLD��

Moscow, The State Tretyakov Gallery
����7KHRSKDQHV�WKH�*UHHN��7UDQV¿JXUDWLRQ��FD��������5XVVLD��0RVFRZ��7KH�6WDWH�

Tretyakov Gallery
����7UDQV¿JXUDWLRQ������±����5XVVLD��1RYJRURG�6FKRRO��1RYJRURG�6WDWH�0XVHXP�

RI�$UFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�)LQH�$UWV
����Christ Pantocrator��9,�FHQWXU\��(J\SW��0RQDVWHU\�GL�6DLQW�&DWKHULQH�RI�0RXQW�

Sinai
����Resurrection of Lazarus��;9�;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��1RYJRURG�6FKRRO��

1RYJRURG�6WDWH�0XVHXP�RI�$UFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�)LQH�$UWV
����Entrance into Jerusalem��;9�;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��1RYJRURG�6FKRRO��

Moscow, Private Collection
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����Entrance into Jerusalem��FD��������5XVVLD��1RYJRURG�6FKRRO��0RVFRZ��7KH�
State Tretyakov Gallery

����The Washing of the Feet��������5XVVLD��1RYJRURG�6FKRRO��1RYJRURG�6WDWH�
0XVHXP�RI�$UFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�)LQH�$UWV

����Last Supper��;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��5RVWRY�6X]GDO¶�6FKRRO��0RVFRZ��7KH�6WDWH�
Tretyakov Gallery

����Communion of the Apostles������±����5XVVLD��0RVFRZ��3ULYDWH�&ROOHFWLRQ
����Scenes of the Passion (Last Supper, Washing of the Feet, Prayer in the Garden 

of Gethsemane, Betrayal by Judas�, ;9�;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��1RYJRURG�
6FKRRO��1RYJRURG�6WDWH�0XVHXP�RI�$UFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�)LQH�$UWV

����Scenes of the Passion (Flagellation of Christ, Christ Mocked, the Ascent to 
&DOYDU\��&UXFL¿[LRQ���;9�;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��1RYJRURG�6FKRRO��1RYJRURG�
6WDWH�0XVHXP�RI�$UFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�)LQH�$UWV

����The Ascent to Calvary, FD��������5XVVLD��0RVFRZ��5XEOHY�0XVHXP
����Saviour Acheiropoieta��;,,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��0RVFRZ��7KH�6WDWH�7UHW\DNRY�*DOOHU\
����&UXFL¿[LRQ��;,�;,,�FHQWXU\��*HRUJLD��9LOODJH�RI�6YLS\
����&UXFL¿[LRQ������±���6HUELD��6WXGHQLFD�0RQDVWHU\
����'LRQLVLM��&UXFL¿[LRQ��������5XVVLD��0RVFRZ��7KH�6WDWH�7UHW\DNRY�*DOOHU\
����Deposition from the Cross, XV century, Russia, Northern School, Moscow, 

The State Tretyakov Gallery
����Lamentation over Christ��������1RUWK�0DFHGRQLD��*RUQR�1HUH]L��&KXUFK�RI�

Saint Panteleimon
����Lamentation over Christ��FD��������5XVVLD��3VNRY��0LUR]K�0RQDVWHU\
����Descent into Hell with Saints, XV century, Russia, Pskov School, Pskov State 

Historical-Architectural and Art Museum-Reserve
����Descent into Hell��������5XVVLD��'LRQ\VLXV�:RUNVKRS��6DLQW�3HWHUVEXUJ��7KH�

State Russian Museum 
����Descent into Hell��;,9�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��0RVFRZ�6FKRRO��0RVFRZ��7KH�6WDWH�

Tretyakov Gallery
����The Myrrhbearers at the Tomb��EHIRUH�������6HUELD��0LOHVHYD
����The Myrrhbearers at the Tomb��FD��������5XVVLD��3VNRY�6FKRRO��0LUR]K�

Monastery
����The Incredulity of Thomas��;9�;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��1RYJRURG�6FKRRO��

1RYJRURG�6WDWH�0XVHXP�RI�$UFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�)LQH�$UWV�
����The Incredulity of Thomas��;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��$UNKDQJHOVN�0XVHXP�RI�

'HFRUDWLYH�$UWV
����The Ascension������±����5XVVLD��5XEOHY�:RUNVKRS��0RVFRZ��7KH�6WDWH�

Tretyakov Gallery
����The Ascension��������5XVVLD��1RYJRURG�6FKRRO��1RYJRURG�6WDWH�0XVHXP�RI�

$UFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�)LQH�$UWV�
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����Pentecost��;9�;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��1RYJRURG�6FKRRO��1RYJRURG�6WDWH�
0XVHXP�RI�$UFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�)LQH�$UWV�

����Dormition of the Mother of God������±����6HUELD��6RSRþDQL
����Dormition of the Mother of God������±����5XVVLD��1RYJRURG�6FKRRO��

1RYJRURG�6WDWH�0XVHXP�RI�$UFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�)LQH�$UWV
����Mother of God of Tenderness��;9�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��9ODGLPLU�6X]GDO�0XVHXP�

of Art
����Mother of God of Tenderness by Vladimir��;,,�FHQWXU\��%\]DQWLXP��0RVFRZ��

The State Tretyakov Gallery
����Mother of God (Praying���FD��������5XVVLD��0RVFRZ��7KH�6WDWH�7UHW\DNRY�

Gallery
����'LRQLVLM��Mother of God Hodegetria��������5XVVLD��0RVFRZ��7KH�6WDWH�

Tretyakov Gallery 
����Synaxis of All Saints��;9,�FHQWXU\��5XVVLD��5RVWRY�0XVHXP
����$QGUHM�5XEOHY��Trinity������±����5XVVLD��0RVFRZ��7KH�6WDWH�7UHW\DNRY�

Gallery
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